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THE  AMERICAN   REVOLUTION. 


TO   MAJOR-GENERAL   SCHUYLER. 

Head-Q,uarterB,  Raniapo,  24  July,  1777. 

Dear  Sir, 
Your  two  favors  of  the  21st  and  22d  instant  with 
their  enclosures  are  come  to  hand.  I  am  sorry  to  find, 
that  you  have  not  yet  been  joined  by  a  large  number  of 
militia,  and  that  it  has  been  found  necessary  to  dismiss 
a  part  even  of  those,  who  have  come  to  your  assistance, 
though  their  presence  is  at  this  time  so  urgently  wanted. 
I  hope,  however,  that  your  situation  will  soon  be  far 
more  respectable ;  as  I  cannot  but  think  the  eastern 
States,  which  are  so  intimately  concerned  in  the  matter, 
will  exert  themselves  to  throw  in  effectual  succours  to 
enable  you  to  check  the  progress  of  the  enemy,  and 
repel  a  danger,  with  which  they  are  so  immediately 
threatened.  The  information  of  the  prisoners  and  others, 
transmitted  by  you,  does  not  make  the  numbers  of  the 
enemy  to  exceed  the  idea  first  entertained  of  them,  nor 
do  I  see  any  thing  in  it  to  induce  a  belief,  that  their 
progress  will  be  so  rapid,  as  not  to  give  you  time  to 
make  proper  preparations  and  receive  sufficient  acces- 
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sions  of  force  to  enable  you  to  give  them  a  Tigorous 
and  successful  opposition.  They  do  not  appear  to  be 
much  more  than  five  thousand  strong,  and  seem  to  be 
unprovided  with  wagons  to  transport  the  immense  quan- 
tity of  baggage  and  warhke  apparatus,  ■without  which 
they  cannot  pretend  to  penetrate  the  country.  You 
mention  their  having  a  great  number  of  horses ;  but 
they  will  nevertheless  require  a  considerable  number 
of  wagons,  for  there  are  a  great  many  things  that  cannot 
be  transported  on  horses.  As  they  can  never  think  of 
advancing,  without  securing  their  rear  by  leavmg  gar- 
risons in  the  fortresses  behind,  the  force  with  which 
they  can  come  against  you  will  be  greatly  reduced  by 
the  detachments  necessary  for  the  purpose.  And  as 
they  have  to  cut  out  their  road,  and  remove  the  impedi- 
ments you  have  put  in  the  way,  this  circumstance,  with 
the  incumbrance  they  must  feel  in  their  baggage,  will 
inevitably  retard  their  march  a  considerable  time,  and 
give  you  leisure  and  opportunity  to  prepare  a  good 
reception  for  them.  If  they  continue  to  act  in  detach- 
ments, you  will  have  it  in  your  power  to  improve  it  to 
very  great  advantage,  by  falUng  vigorously  upon  some 
one  of  them  with  your  whole  force,  which,  if  you  are 
fortunate  enough  to  succeed  in,  will  be  fatal  to  them. 

I  have  directed  General  Lincoln  to  repair  to  you  as 
speedily  as  the  state  of  his  health,  which  is  not  very 
perfect,  will  permit  him.  This  gentleman  has  always 
supported  the  character  of  a  judicious,  brave,  active 
officer,  and  as  he  is  exceedingly  popular  and  much 
respected  in  the  State  of  Massachusetts,  to  which  he 
belongs,  he  will  have  a  degree  of  influence  Over  the 
militia,  which  cannot  fail  of  being  very  advantageous. 
I  have  destined  him  more  particularly  to  the  command 
of  them,  and  I  promise  myself  it  will  have  a  powerful 
tendency  to  make  them  turn  out  with  more  cheerful- 
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ness,  and  to  inspire  them  with  perseverance  to  remain 
in  the  field,  and  fortitude  and  spirit  to  do  their  duty 
while  in  it.  The  confidence  they  have  in  him  will  cer- 
tainly go  a  great  way  towards  producing  these  desirable 
ends.  You  intimate  the  propriety  of  having  a  body  of 
men  stationed  somewhere  about  the  Grants.  The  ex- 
pediency of  such  a  measure  appears  to  me  evident; 
for  it  would  certainly  make  General  Burgoyne  very 
circumspect  in  his  advances,  if  it  did  not  totally  prevent 
them.  It  would  keep  him  in  continual  anxiety  for  his 
rear,  and  oblige  him  to  leave  the  posts  behind  him 
much  stronger  than  he  would  otherwise  do,  and  would 
answer  many  other  valuable  purposes.  General  Lincoln 
could  not  be  more  serviceable,  than  in  command  of  this 
body,  and  no  person  could  be  more  proper  for  it. 

From  the  view  I  have  of  the  matter,  I  should  also 
think  it  necessary  to  send  General  Arnold,  or  some 
other  sensible,  spirited  officer  to  Fort  Schujlet,  to  take 
care  of  that  post,  keep  up  the  spirits  of  the  inhabitants, 
and  cultivate  and  improve  the  favorable  disposition  of 
the  Indians.  This  is  recommended  on  the  supposition, 
that  any  thing  formidable  should  appear  in  that  quarter. 
I  am,  dear  Sir,  &:c. 


TO   MAJOR-GENERAL   PUTNAM. 

Head-Quarters,  Ramapo,  94  July,  1777 

Dear  Sir, 

I  have  just  received  advice  of  the  enemy's  fleet  hav- 
ing sailed  from  the  Hook ;  in  consequence  of  which  I 
have  to  desire,  that  you  will  immediately  order  General 
Sullivan's  and  Lord  StirUng's  divisions  to  cross  the 
river,  and  proceed  towards  Philadelphia.  They  will 
have  more  particular  orders  on  their  route.    You  are 
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to  reserve  two  field-pieces  for  each  brigade  that  re- 
mains behind,  except  that  which  is  to  garrison  the  forts, 
and  all  the  rest  of  the  field-artillery  is  to  come  on  with 
the  beforementioned  divisions.  Colonel  Crane's  bat- 
talion is  to  accompany  them,  and  Colonel  Lamb's  to 
supply  their  place.     I  am,  dear  Sir,  &.c. 


TO   MAJOR-GES-ERAL   PUTNAM. 

Ramapo,  25  July,  1777. 

Dear  Sir, 

My  letter  of  yesterday  would  inform  you  of  the  rea- 
sons, which  occasion  the  removal  of  this  part  of  the 
army  towards  Philadelphia,  and  the  recall  of  the  divi- 
sions under  General  Sullivan  and  Lord  Stirling.  I 
have  now  to  add,  that  it  is  my  desire  that  you  should 
keep  as  many  of  the  remaining  troops,  as  can  possibly 
be  spared  from  the  defence  of  the  forts  and  passes  of 
the  Highlands,  in  the  most  perfect  readiness  to  move, 
either  this  way  or  to  the  eastward  as  occasion  shall 
require.  I  do  not  pretend  to  fix  upon  or  ascertain  the 
number,  which  may  he  necessary  for  those  defences. 
You  and  your  officers  must  determine  this  point,  pro- 
portioning your  defence  to  the  troops  left  by  General 
Howe  on  York  Island.  If  you  have  not  already  done 
it,  let  the  eastern  States  be  immediately  advised  of  the 
fleet's  sailing  from  the  Hook,  that  they  may  be  in  a 
posture  of  defence,  as  no  person  can  with  certamty  say 
where  the  blow  will  be  struck.     I  am,  dear  Sir,  Slc. 

P.  S.  Since  writing  the  above,  I  have  received  yours 
of  yesterday's  date,  enclosing  the  intercepted  letter 
from  General  Howe  to  Burgoyne.  To  me  a  stronger 
proof  could  not  be  given,  that  the  former  is  not  going  to 
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the  eastward,  than  this  letter  afTords.  It  was  evidently 
intended  to  fall  into  our  hands.  The  complexion  of  it, 
the  circumstances  attending  it,  evince  this  beyond  a 
doubt  in  my  mind.*  I  therefore  desire,  that  no  time 
may  be  lost  in  sending  on  General  Sullivan  and  Lord 
Stirling  with  their  divisions.  If  it  was  not  too  danger- 
ous to  hazard  their  shipping  at  sea,  merely  to  perform 
a  manceuvre  to  deceive,  I  should  think  it  not  unlikely, 
that  the  North  River  might  yet  be  the  object,  and  that 
they  had  run  out  with  a  view  of  returning  when  our 
troops  should  be  drawn  off;  but  the  possibility  of  a 
dispersion  of  their  fleet  makes  so  much  against  this, 
that  I  am  persuaded  more  than  ever,  that  Philadelphia 
is  the  place  of  destination,  and  I  therefore  hope  that  no 
time  will  be  lost  in  marching  the  troops  already  ordered, 
and  preparing  as  many  of  the  others  as  can  be  spared 
to  follow,  if  my  conjectures  should  prove  to  be  right, 

"  This  intercepted  letter  was  in  the  handwriting'  of  General  Howe, 
and  signed  by  him.  It  was  directed  to  General  Burgoyne.  Tho  follow- 
ibg  is  an  exact  transcript. 

"NcwYork  "OJaW  1777 
D  Sr, 

I  ]  d  J         1  tt        f  til     14th     t  M  y  f         Q,     b  d 

h  11  lully    b  ti  t    t      Tl         p  H       t    B [B    t    ] 

ill  tak    pi  f  th  t    p  ti      N"  rtl    E  If  d    g  t        y 

ptt  y  dpdlytlp  fBth  y 

h  ft  q  th         I    h  11  with    t  1         f  t  m     p 

dt  p      tewthy       mthdftft!         bl         jpp      dt 

01    t      16  sufii        tly    tl         t      m        T\  aehi     t       and  P  t     m 
1  k       d  m  nstr  t      f    U  thw    d     h   h  1  th    li  w  11 ! 

th    fuE    fib  t        arry  ir  pi         to  ta  S  tt     d  y 

W   H 
Th    y  m  n,  wh    b      git      t  tl     1  tt     f        N  w  Y    k      1     t    dy 

IttlA  gd,dg         tiHldb  p 

tl  iy  d  dhw  fldhhwdf  arry  tl  1  t 
t  tG  ralB  y  thti  tflitdl  dtla  hirt,  f  t 
bttlth  ddtthpp!       ththmtt       t  hi 

1  b  rty       a  tl        tak     th     1  tt      t    th     A  mp     Wh  U       this 

as       t  t     f  tl      m  tt  t,  must        t        tl      t    t  m     y 

f  th    J  Tl  h  qui  tl   t  th     I  tt 

Idtldtit       f       hhtw        tad  by  G         IH 
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TO   WILLIAM   FKAKKLIN.* 

Head-Ciuarters,  Ramapo,  25  July,  1777. 

Sir, 

I  have  this  moment  received  your  letter,  of  the  22d 
instant,  by  express.  I  heartily  sympathize  with  you  in 
your  distressing  situation ;  but,  however  strong  may  be 
my  inclination  to  comply  with  yoxir  request,  it  is  by  no 
means  in  my  power  to  supersede  a  positive  resolution 
of  Congress,  under  which  your  present  confinement 
took  place.  I  have  enclosed  your  letter  to  them,  and 
shall  be  happy  if  it  may  be  found  consistent  with  pro- 
priety to  concur  with  your  wishes  in  a  matter  of  so 
delicate  and  interesting  a  nature.  I  sincerely  hope  a 
speedy  restoration  of  Mrs.  Franklin's  health  may  relieve 
you  from  the  anxiety  you  must  naturally  feel  from  her 
present  declining  condition.  I  am,  with  due  respect, 
Sir,  &c. 


TO   THE   PRESIBEHT   OF  CONGRESS. 

Ramapo,  25  July,  1777. 

Sm, 
I  do  myself  the  honor  to  transmit  to  you  the  enclosed 
letter  from  Governor  Franklin,  which  came  this  minute 
by  express.  As  Mr.  Franklin  was  confined  by  order 
of  Congress,  I  could  not  think  myself  at  liberty  to 
answer  him  on  the  subject  of  his  request,  and  therefore 
have  referred  it  to  their  consideration.  At  the  same 
time  I  would  observe  his  situation  is  distressing,  and 
must  interest  all  our  feelings,  as  I  have  no  doubt  of  the 

*  Governor  Frmltlin  iv^  a  prisoner  in  Connecticut,  ivhere  he  had 
remained  from  Uie  time  he  was  first  taken  into  custody  the  year  before. 
He  was  now  in  Litchfield  jaif 
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great  indisposition  of  his  lady.  I  should  suppose,  after 
his  solemn  assurances,  and  being  laid  under  such  further 
restrictions  as  Congress  may  judge  necessary  to  impose 
upon  him,  that  he  might  be  indulged  to  see  her.  Hu- 
manity and  generosity  plead  powerfully  in  favor  of  his 
application,  and  I  am  certain  it  wili  be  duly  considered. 
If  it  is  granted,  he  should  have  the  earliest  notice,  or 
the  end  and  the  views  of  Congress  may  be  disappointed 
in  the  death  of  Mrs.  Franklin  before  his  arrival. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &.C.* 


TO  MAJOR-GENERAL   GATES.f 

Coiyell's  Ferry,  30  July,  1777. 
Sir, 
As  we  are  yet  uncertain  as  to  the  real  destination 
of  the  enemy,  though  the  Delaware  seems  the  most 
probable,  I  have  thought  it  prudent  to  halt  the  army  at 
this  place,  Howell's  Ferry,  and  Trenton,  at  least  till  the 
fleet  actuaUy  enters  the  bay,  and  puts  the  matter  be- 
yond a  doubt.  From  hence  we  can  be  upon  the  proper 
grounds  to  oppose  them,  before  they  can  possibly  make 
their  arrangements  and  dispositions  for  an  attack.  I 
talie  it  for  granted,  that  the  preparations  by  water  are 
ready  to  resist  the  sudden  attack  of  any  ships,  that  may 
run  up  previously  to  the  landing  of  troops.  That  the 
posts  on  the  Highlands  may  not  be  left  too  much  ex- 
posed, I  have  ordered  General  Sullivan's  division  to  halt 

*  Congress  declined  granting  tl         qu    t   as   gn       a  a  n  that 

letters  of  such  a  nature  from  Go  rn  F  nU  hil  dpi  had 
been  intercepted,  aa  to  make  it  i  is  t  t  w  th  tl  f  tj  t  th  States 
to  allow  him,  under  any  reetrioU  what  e  a  opp  rt  n  ty  f  openly 
conferring  with  the  eDemy. 

f  General  Gates  was  now  in  PJ  lad  Iph  t  h  1  pi  b  t  n  d 
when  General  Schuyler  resumed  the      mm  nd       tl  tl        d  p    t 
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at  Morristown,  whence  it  will  march  southward,  if  there 
should  be  occasion,  or  northward  upon  the  first  advice 
that  the  enemy  should  be  throwing  any  force  up  the 
North  River.  General  Howe's  in  a  manner  abandon- 
ing General  Burgoyne  is  so  unaccountable  a  matter, 
that,  tiU  I  am  fully  assured  it  is  so,  I  cannot  help  casting 
my  eyes  continually  behind  me. 

As  I  shall  pay  no  regard  to  any  flying  reports  of  the 
appearance  of  the  fleet,  I  shall  expect  an  account  of  it 
from  you  the  moment  you  have  ascertsuned  it  to  your 
satisfaction;  and  I  desire  that,  at  the  same  time  you 
advise  me  of  this,  you  will  send  an  express  to  Lord 
Stirling,  or  the  commanding  oflicer  at  Trenton,  to  move 
on  with  the  troops  from  thence.    I  am,  &,c. 


TO   MAJOR-GENEBAL   PUTNAM. 

Coiyell's  Ferry,  31  July,  1777. 

Dear  Sir, 
I  have  just  received  information  from  Philadelphia, 
that  the  enemy's  fleet  arrived  at  the  Capes  of  Delawai'e 
yesterday.  You  will  therefore  please  to  order  the  two 
brigades,  which  were  thrown  over  the  North  River,  to 
march  immediately  towards  Philadelphia  through  Mor- 
ristown and  over  Coryell's  Ferry,  where  boats  will  be 
ready  for  them.  The  troops  are  to  march  as  expedi- 
tiously as  possible  without  injuring  the  men.  I  beg  you 
will  endeavour  to  make  up  your  garrison  with  militia 
from  Connecticut  and  New  York,  as  soon  as  possible ; 
and  I  desire  that  you  will  forward  this  account  by  ex- 
press to  General  Schuyler  and  to  the  eastern  States. 
I  hope,  as  they  now  have  nothing  to  fear  from  General 
Howe,  that  they  will  turn  out  their  force  both  Cond- 
nental  and  militia  to  oppose  Burgoyne.     I  am,  &c. 
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TO   GOVERNOR   TRUMBULL. 

Coryell's  Ferry,  31  July,  1777. 
Sir, 

I  was  just  now  honored  with  your  letter  of  the  25th 
instant.  The  evacuation  of  Ticonderoga  and  Mount 
Independence  was  an  event  so  unexpected,  that  I  do 
not  wonder  it  should  produce  in  the  minds  of  the  peo- 
ple, at  least  the  well  attached,  the  effects  you  mendon. 
I  am  entirely  in  sentiment  with  you,  that  the  cause, 
leading  to  this  unhappy  measure,  should  be  fully  and 
minutely  exammed.  Public  justice,  on  the  one  hand, 
demands  it,  if  it  was  not  the  result  of  prudence  and 
necessity ;  and,  on  the  other,  the  reputation  of  the  offi- 
cers concerned,  if  they  are  not  blameworthy.  Had  not 
Congress  considered  that  as  a  separate  department, 
appointed  the  officers  in  some  instances  to  that  com- 
mand themselves,  and  been  fully  possessed  of  all  the 
facts  that  I  am  respecting  the  events,  I  should  not  have 
doubted  a  single  moment  about  directing  an  inquiry. 
These  matters,  I  say,  have  laid  me  under  some  doubts 
as  to  the  line  I  should  pursue;  but  I  am  persuaded, 
that  an  examination  will  be  ordered  in  a  few  days, 
either  by  the  Congress  or  myself,  when  I  hope  the  sub- 
ject will  be  properly  discussed,  and  that  done  which  is 
right. 

As  to  sending  Continental  troops  from  Peeksldli,  no 
more  can  be  detached  from  thence  to  the  northern 
army,  than  are  already  gone.  Two  brigades,  Nixon's 
and  Glover's,  have  been  ordered  from  thence  to  their 
aid;  more  than  were  ever  intended  in  the  arrange- 
ment of  our  forces.  Not  a  man  more  can  go,  as  all 
the  Continental  troops  at  that  post,  excepting  two 
thousand,  are  called  to  join  this  army.  For  I  have 
to  inform  you,  that  General  Howe's  object  and  opera- 

VOL.    V.  2 
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lions  no  longer  remain  a  secret.  At  half  after  nine 
o'clock  this  morning,  I  received  an  express  from  Con- 
gress, advising  that  the  enemy's  fleet,  consisting  of  two 
hundred  and  twenty-eight  saU,  were  at  the  Capes  of 
Delaware  yesterday  in  the  forenoon.  This  being  the 
case,  there  can  be  no  doubt  but  he  will  make  a  vigorous 
push  to  possess  Philadelphia,  and  we  should  collect  all 
the  force  we  can  to  oppose  him. 

Fearing  from  report  and  from  the  event  itself  (the 
abandonment  of  the  northern  posts),  that  distrust,  jeal- 
ousy, and  suspicion  of  the  conduct  of  the  officers  might 
arise  in  the  militia,  and  that  degree  of  confidence  in 
them  wanted,  which  would  be  necessary  to  success,  and 
to  give  a  more  promising  aspect  to  our  affairs  in  that 
quarter,  I  sent  Generals  Lincoln  and  Arnold  to  assist 
in  that  command.  These  two  gentlemen  are  esteemed 
good  officers,  and  I  think  very  deservedly.  I  am  per- 
suaded, that  nothing  their  judgments  shall  direct  will 
be  omitted  to  stop  the  progress  of  General  Burgoyne's 
arms,  so  far  as  in  them  lies ;  and  I  am  equaDy  sure,  that 
their  personal  exertions  and  bravery  will  not  be  wanting 
in  any  instance.  Their  presence  I  trust  will  remove 
every  ground  of  diffidence  and  backwardness  in  the 
militia,  and  that  they  will  go  on,  when  and  where  their 
services  are  demanded,  with  a  spirit  and  resolution  be- 
coming freemen  and  the  sacred  cause  in  which  they  are 
engaged.  As  the  troops  are  on  their  march  from  hence, 
I  shall  not  add  more,  than  that  I  have  the  most  entire 
confidence  in  your  exertions  upon  every  occasion  to 
advance  the  common  interest ;  and  that  I  have  the 
honor  to  be,  with  great  respect.  Sir,  &,c.* 

*  The  appointment  of  the  JUavquis  <le  Lafayette  as  a  major-general 
in  the  service  of  the  United  States,  one  of  the  most  important  cyenta  oF 
the  revolution,  took  place  on  the  31st  of  Jvily,  and  is  thus  rcrorded  in 
the  Journals  of  Congress. 

"  Whereas  the  Marquis  de  Lafayette,  out  of  liis  great  zeal  to  the  cause 
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TO   MAJOR-GENERAL   PrT:SAM. 

Chester,  1  August,  1777. 

Dear  Sir, 

I  have  this  moment  received  intelligence  by  express, 
that  the  enemy's  fleet  yesterday  morning  about  eight 
o'clock  sailed  out  of  the  Capes  in  an  eastern  course. 
This  surprising  event  gives  me  the  greatest  anxiety, 
and,  unless  every  possible  exertion  is  made,  may  be 
productive  of  the  happiest  consequences  to  the  enemy, 
and  the  most  injurious  to  us.  I  have  desired  General 
Sullivan's  division,  and  the  two  brigades  that  left  you 
last,  immediately  to  return  and  recross  the  river,  and 
I  shall  forward  on  the  rest  of  the  army  with  all  the 
expedidon  in  my  power.  I  have  also  written  to  Gen- 
eral Clinton  requesting  him  instantly  to  reinforce  you, 
with  as  many  militia  of  the  State  of  'New  York  as  he 
can  collect;  and  you  are,  on  receipt  of  this,  to  send  on 
an  express  to  Governor  Trumbull,  urging  it  upon  him 
to  assist  you,  with  as  many  of  the  Connecdcut  militia 
as  he  can  get  together,  and  without  a  m'oment's  loss  of 
time. 

The  importance  of  preventing  Mr.  Howe's  getting 
possession  of  the  Highlands  by  a  coup  de  main  is  in- 
finite to  America;  and,  in  the  present  situation  of  things, 
every  effort  that  can  be  thought  of  must  be  used.  The 
probability  of  his  going  to  the  eastward  is  exceedingly 
small,  and  the  ill  effects  that  might  attend  such  a  step 
inconsiderable  in  comparison  with  those,  that  would  in- 

nf  lihrrtv,  in  which  the  United  StatPS  are  engaged,  has  left  his  family 
and  connexion',  and  at  his  o"n  espen'^e  come  over  to  offer  his  service 
to  the  United  States,  without  pension  or  particular  allowance,  and  is 
anwous  to  risk  his  lifp  in  our  cause ,  Resolved,  that  liis  service  be  ac- 
cepted, and  thit,  in  con'iiderition  of  hia  seal,  his  illustrious  family,  and 
oonnexion'j,  he  haie  the  rank  and  commission  of  raajor-trenera!  in  the 
armj  ot  thf  United  StitP>  '    See  Appendix,  No.  I. 
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evitably  attend  a  successful  stroke  upon  the  Highlands, 
Connecticut  cannot  be  in  more  danger  through  any 
channel  than  this,  and  every  motive  of  its  own  interest 
and  the  general  good  demands  its  utmost  endeavours 
to  give  you  effectual  assistance.  Governor  Trumbull 
will  I  trust  be  sensible  of  this.    I  am,  &c. 


TO   BRIGADIER-GEXERAL   DEBORRE. 

Head-Quarters,  Phlkdelpliia,  3  August,  1777. 

Sir, 
I  this  day  sent  you  orders  by  express,  to  halt  wherever 
my  letter  should  find  you,  and  not  to  proceed  any  fur- 
ther towards  the  Delaware,  until  you  had  orders  from 
me  for  that  purpose ;  nor  to  return  towards  Peekskill, 
unless  you  should  have  certain  information,  that  the 
enemy's  fleet  were  arrived  at  the  Hook,  or  had  gone 
fiu-ther  eastward,  in  which  case  you  were  to  go  back 
to  Peekskill  as  expeditiously  as  possible.  I  have  since 
been  favored  with  yours  of  the  2d  instant  from  Bound- 
brook.  With  respect  to  the  Tory,  who  was  tried  and 
executed  by  your  order,  though  his  crime  was  heinous 
enough  to  deserve  the  fate  he  met  with,  and  though  I 
am  convinced  you  acted  in  the  affaii-  with  good  inten- 
tion, yet  I  cannot  but  wish  it  had  not  happened.  In 
the  first  place  it  was  a  matter,  that  did  not  come  within 
the  jurisdiction  of  martial  law,  and  therefore  the  whole 
proceeding  was  irregular  and  illegal,  and  will  have  a 
tendency  to  excite  discontent,  jealousy,  and  murmurs 
among  the  people.  In  the  second  place,  if  the  trial 
could  properly  have  been  made  by  a  court-martial,  as 
the  division  you  command  is  only  a  detachment  from 
the  army,  and  you  cannot  have  been  considered  as  in 
a  separate  department,  there  is  none  of  our  articles  of 
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war  that  will  justify  your  inflicting  capital  punishment, 
even  on  a  soldier,  much  less  on  a  citizen.  I  mention 
these  things  for  your  future  government,  as  what  is  past 
cannot  be  recalled.  The  temper  of  the  Americans,  and 
the  principles  on  wliich  the  present  contest  turns,  will 
not  countenance  proceedings  of  this  nature. 

I  am  sorry  there  is  such  a  difference  between  Major 
Mullens  and  you ;  but  I  cannot  with  propriety  consent 
to  your  dismissing  him  without  his  having  had  a  fair 
trial,  and  any  charges  alleged  agamst  him  being  properly 
proved.  As  he  is  now  under  arrest,  you  may  order  a 
court-martiai  to  be  held  for  his  trial,  and  report  the  pro- 
ceedings to  me,  on  which  I  shall  determine  what  appears 
to  be  just,    I  am,  Sir,  &,c. 


TO   THE   PRESIDENT   OF   CONGRESS. 

Plilladelpliia,  3  August,  1777. 

Sir, 
Your  favor  of  this  date,  with  its  enclosures,  is  now 
before  me.  At  the  same  time  that  I  express  my  thanks 
for  the  high  mark  of  confidence  which  Congress  have 
been  pleased  to  repose  in  me  by  their  resolve,  author- 
izing me  to  send  an  officer  to  command  the  northern 
army,  I  should  wish  to  be  excused  from  making  the 
appointment.  For  this  many  reasons  might  be  men- 
tioned, which,  I  am  persuaded,  will  occur  to  Congress 
upon  reflection.  The  northern  department  in  a  great 
measure  has  been  considered  as  separate,  and  more 
peculiarly  under  their  direction;  and  the  officers  com- 
manding there  always  of  their  nomination.  I  have  nev- 
er interfered  further  than  merely  to  advise,  and  to  give 
such  aids  as  were  in  my  power,  on  the  requisitions  of 
those  officers.    The  present  situation  of  that  depart- 
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ment  is  delicate  and  critical,  and  the  choice  of  an  officer 
to  the  command  may  involve  very  interesting  and  im- 
portant consequences.* 

It  is  certainly  necessary,  that  a  body  of  militia  should 
be  immediately  called  out  to  reinforce  the  northern 
army.  In  the  conference  which  your  committee  hon- 
ored me  with  yesterday  evening,  I  mentioned  the  num- 
ber which  I  thought  sufficient ;  but  my  opinion  on  this 
pomt,  and  the  apportioning  them  to  the  different  States, 
I  wish  to  submit  to  Congress,  who  can  best  determine 
the  quotas  that  should  come  from  each.  I  would  only 
observe,  that  Connecticut  and  New  York  are  already, 
and  may  be  again,  called  on,  to  afford  succours  to  the 
army  at  PeekskiU,    I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c. 

*  Congress  had  resolved  on  the  1st  of  August,  that  General  Schuyler 
should  repair  to  head-quarters,  and  that  "  General  Washington  should 
be  directed  to  order  such  generai  officer  as  he  should  think  proper  to 
repair  to  the  northern  department  to  relieve  Major-General  Schuyler  in 
his  command."  It  was  in  consequence  of  this  resolve,  that  the  above 
letter  was  written.  The  day  after  the  resolve  ivas  passed,  General 
Washington  received  a  letter  from  the  New  England  delegates  in  Con- 
gress OS  follows. 

"  SlB, 

"  A^  Congress  have  authorized  your  Excellency  to  send  a  proper  offi- 
cer to  take  the  command  in  the  nortliem  department,  ive  take  the  liberty 
to  signify  to  your  Excellency,  that,  in  our  opinion,  no  man  will  be  moto 
likely  to  restore  harmony,  order,  and  discipline,  and  retiieve  our  affairs 
in  that  quarter,  than  Major- General  Gates,  He  has  on  experience  ac- 
quired the  confidence,  and  stands  high  in  the  esteem,  of  the  eastern 
States  and  troops.  With  confidence  in  your  wisdom  we  cheerfully  sub- 
mit it  to  your  Excellency's  consideration,  and  have  taken  this  method 
to  communicate  our  sentiments,  judging  it  would  give  you  less  trouble, 
than  a  personal  application.  We  are,  with  great  esteem,  your  Excel- 
lency's most  obedient  and  most  humhle  servants." 

Tlie  original  of  fhis  paper  is  in  the  handwriting  of  Samuel  Adams,  and 
IS  signed  by  the  following  names  in  the  order  iji  which  they  here  stand , 
John  Adams,  Nathaniel  Polsom,  Samuel  Adams,  Henry  Marcliant,  El- 
bridge  Gerry,  Eliphalet  Dyer,  William  Williams.  A  prejudice  existed 
against  General  Schuyler  among  the  people  of  the  New  England  States, 
which  it  is  not  easy  now  to  expltun.  There  was  not  an  individual  con- 
nected with  the  revolution,  concerning  whom  tliere  is  more  abundant 
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to  governor  henrv. 

Philadelpiiid,  4  August,  1777. 

Sir, 
The  great  expense  and  loss  of  time,  which  has  at- 
tended the  recruiting  service  in  most  of  the  States, 
and  the  httle  advantage  derived  from  it,  have  induced 
Congress  to  recommend  to  the  executive  powers  of 
each,  to  adopt  certain  new  regulations,  for  promoting 
this  important  and  essential  business,  and  for  taking  it 
entirely  out  of  the  hands  of  the  officers  of  the  army. 
The  resolve  on  this  subject,  and  the  regulations  recom- 
mended, pas<;ed  on  the  31st  ultimo;  and  will,  I  pre- 
sume, be  tniT-mitted  to  >ou  by  the  President  * 

evidencp  of  hib  patnotism  and  tmweaned  services  in  the  cause  of  his 
countrj  Bat  it  vas  his  misfortune  to  command  ivhere  d  saateca  crowd- 
ed ipon  each  other  anl  disapp  ntcd  publii,  expectation  Tie  failure 
of  tlie  Canada  expedit  on  and  recently  the  ioss  of  Ticonderoga.  with 
the  dishearten  ng  pro  pects  of  a  rPtreit  ng  army  were  all  laid  to  the 
charge  of  the  commanding  general  and  the  tide  ct  popular  clamor, 
strengthened  by  the  party  antipathy  of  a  few  prominent  politicians,  was 
not  to  he  resisted  Even  the  friends  of  General  Schujier  acquiesced  in 
hia  be  ng  superseded  upon  the  comiction  that  the  eastern  tioops  would 
not  march  to  join  the  array  under  his  command  This  pomt  was  urged 
m  Congress  with  great  pertinacity  by  the  eastern  delegates  but  with 
more  zeal  than  ju't  ce  as  appears  from  the  fact  that  a  large  reinforce- 
ment of  troops  was  then  preparing  to  march  from  New  Hampsh  re,  who 
achieved  t!  f  brilliant  victory  of  Ben:  ington  while  General  Schujler  was 
yet  at  the  hei.d  of  the  armj  Other  p-irtictUars  on  th  s  sibject  may  be 
seen  in  'Sparks  s  Life  of  Gouiernear  Morrw  Vol  I   pp  138-148 

*  The  plan  recommended  bj  Congress  nas  that  each  State  should  bo 
divided  mto  districts  and  a  person  be  appointed  to  raise  recrii  h  m  each 
district,  thu  whole  to  be  under  the  lirection  ot  the  State  authorities. 
Security  was  to  he  taken  of  everv  s  icli  agent  for  a  fiithful  discharge  of 
his  duty ;  and,  as  a  full  compeneafion  for  hia  trouble  and  expense,  he  was 
to  receive  eight  dollars  for  every  able-bodied  recruit,  that  he  should  enlist 
for  three  years,  or  during  the  war.  The  same  agent  was  empowered 
to  take  up  deserters,  and  allowed  five  dollars  for  every  deserter  he  should 
secure.  The  recruits  were  moreover  permitted  to  join  any  regiment  or 
company,  which  they  should  choose  at  the  time  tliey  enlisted,  if  such 
regiment  or  company  was  not  already  full,  and  in  that  case  they  might 
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1  will  not  urge  the  expediency  of  carrying  this  pro- 
ceeding into  immediate  execution.  I  shall  only  observe, 
that  the  necessity  is  obvious,  and  that  it  demands  our 
most  active  attention.  The  principal  cause  of  my 
troubling  you  at  this  time  is,  to  request  that,  after  the 
persons  recommended  are  appointed  in  your  State,  you 
would  be  pleased  to  transmit  to  me  their  names,  their 
places  of  residence,  and  those  also  designed  for  the 
rendezvous  of  recruits  and  deserters.  As  soon  as  I 
am  advised  upon  these  subjects,  I  shall  recall  all  the 
officers,  who  are  recruiting,  and  order  them  forthwith 
to  join  their  respective  corps.  Before  I  conclude,  I 
would  beg  leave  to  mention,  that  the  success  of  this 
interesting  business,  in  all  its  parts,  will  depend  much 
upon  a  judicious  choice  of  those,  who  are  to  be  em- 
ployed in  it,  and  that,  I  think,  the  districts  should  not 
be  too  large  and  extensive.     I  have  the  honor,  &c,* 


TO   3IAJ0R-CENEEAL   GATES. 

ncad-Q,Qarters,  4  August,  1777. 

Sir, 

You  will  perceive  by  the  enclosed  copy  of  a  letter 
from  Congress,  that  they  have  destined  you  to  the 
command  of  the  army  in  the  northern  department,  and 
have  directed  me  to  order  you  immediately  to  repair 
to  that  post.  I  have  therefore  to  desire  you  will,  in 
pursuance  of  their  intendon,  proceed  to  the  place  of 
your  destination,  with  all  the  expedition  you  can,  and 

choose  any  other.  General  Washington  was  directed  to  call  in  all  tlie 
Continental  officers  then  absent  on  tiie  recruiting  service,  except  such 
as  were  necessary  to  receive  recruits,  and  march  them  to  the  army. — 
Jounuds,  July  31s/. 

*  This  letter  was  liliewise  sent  as  a  circular  to  all  the  Status  north 
of  Virginia. 
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take  upon  you  the  command  of  the  northern  army  ac- 
cordingly. Wishing  you  success,  and  that  you  may 
speedily  be  able  to  restore  the  face  of  affairs  in  that 
quarter,  I  am,  with  great  regard,  Sir,  yours,  &.c. 


TO   THE   COUNCIL   OP   SAFETY   OF   -VEW   YORK. 

Philadelphia,  4  August,  1777. 

Gentlemen, 
The  misfortune  at  Ticonderoga  has  given  a  very  dis- 
agreeable turn  to  our  affairs,  and  has  thrown  a  gloom 
upon  the  prospect,  which  the  campaign,  previous  to 
that  event,  afforded.  But  I  am  in  great  hopes,  that  the 
ill  consequences  of  it  will  not  continue  long  to  operate, 
and  that  the  jealousies  and  alarms,  which  so  sudden 
and  unexpected  an  event  has  produced  in  the  minds 
of  the  people,  both  in  your  State  and  to  the  eastward, 
will  soon  subside,  and  give  place  to  the  more  rational 
dictates  of  self-preservation,  and  a  regard  to  the  com- 
mon good.  In  fact,  the  worst  effect  of  that  event  is, 
that  it  has  served  to  produce  those  distrusts  and  ap- 
prehensions ;  for,  if  the  matter  were  coolly  and  dispas- 
sionately considered,  there  would  be  nothing  found  so 
formidable  in  General  Burgoyne  and  the  force  under 
him,  with  all  his  successes,  as  to  countenance  the  least 
degree  of  despondency ;  and  experience  would  show, 
that  even  the  moderate  exertions  of  the  States,  more 
immediately  interested,  would  be  sufficient  to  check 
his  career,  and,  perhaps,  convert  the  advantages  he  has 
gained  into  his  ruin.  But  while  people  continue  to  view 
what  has  happened  through  the  medium  of  suspicion 
and  fear,  there  is  no  predicting  to  what  length  an  en- 
terprising man  may  push  his  good  fortune.  I  have  the 
fullest  confidence,  that  no  endeavours  of  the  Council 

VOL.  V.  3  B' 
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will  be  wanted  to  bring  your  State  (with  the  distresses 
of  which  I  am  deeply  affected)  to  every  effort  it  is 
capable  of  making  in  its  present  mutilated  situation; 
and  they  may  rely  upon  it,  that  no  means  in  my  power 
shall  be  unemployed  to  cooperate  with  them,  in  the 
danger  that  presses  upon  the  State,  and  through  it 
threatens  the  continent.  If  I  do  not  give  so  effectual 
aid  as  I  could  wish  to  the  northern  army,  it  is  not  for 
want  of  inclination,  nor  from  being  too  little  impress- 
ed with  the  importance  of  doing  it,  but  because  the 
state  of  affairs  in  this  quarter  will  not  possibly  admit 
of  it.  It  would  be  the  height  of  impolicy  to  weaken 
ourselves  too  much  here,  in  order  to  increase  our 
strength  there ;  and  it  must  certainly  be  considered 
more  difficult,  as  well  as  of  greater  moment,  to  control 
the  main  army  of  the  enemy,  than  an  inferior  and  I 
may  say  dependent  one;  for  it  is  pretty  obvious,  that, 
if  Genera]  Howe  can  be  kept  at  bay,  and  prevented 
from  effecting  his  principal  purposes,  the  successes  of 
General  Burgoyne,  whatever  they  may  be,  must  be 
partial  and  temporary. 

Nothing  that  I  can  do  shall  be  wanting  to  rouse  the 
eastern  States,  and  excite  them  to  those  exertions, 
which  the  exigency  of  our  affairs  so  urgently  demands. 
I  lament  that  they  have  not  yet  done  more ;  that  so 
few  of  their  militia  have  come  into  the  field,  and  that 
those  few  have  behaved  so  inconsistently  with  the  duty 
they  owe  their  country,  at  this  critical  period.  But  I 
have  nevertheless  great  reliance  upon  those  States. 
I  know  they  are  capable  of  powerful  efforts,  and  that 
their  attachment  to  the  cause,  notwithstanding  they  may 
be  a  little  tardy,  will  not  allow  them  long  to  withhold 
their  aid,  at  a  time  when  their  own  safety,  that  also  of 
a  sister  State,  and,  in  a  great  measure,  the  safety  of 
the  continent  call  for  their  greatest  zeal  and  activity. 
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I  flatter  myself,  that  the  presence  of  Generals  Lincoln 
and  Arnold,  in  the  northern  department,  \vi\[  have  a 
happy  effect  upon  them.  Those  gentlemen  possess 
much  of  their  confidence,  particularly  the  former,  than 
whom  there  is  perhaps  no  man  from  the  State  of  Mas- 
sachusetts, who  enjoys  more  universal  esteem  and 
popularity;  and,  in  addition  to  that,  they  may  both  be 
considered  as  very  valuable  officers. 

Yoi!  intimate  a  wish,  that  some  assistance  could  be 
drawn  from  the  southern  States  at  this  time.  But, 
while  things  remain  in  their  present  posture,  and  ap- 
pearances, however  illusory  they  may  prove,  afford  the 
strongest  reason  to  keep  their  force  at  home,  to  coun- 
teract the  seeming  intentions  of  General  Howe,  I  could 
neither  ask  nor  expect  them  to  detach  any  part  of  it  to 
the  succour  of  the  northern  States,  which  are  so  well 
able  to  defend  themselves  against  the  force  they  now 
have  to  oppose. 

I  hope  that  an  exaggerated  idea  of  the  enemy's  force 
may  have  no  injurious  influence  on  our  measures. 
There  is  no  circumstance,  with  which  I  am  acquainted, 
that  induces  me  to  believe  General  Burgoyne  can  have 
more  than  six  or  seven  thousand  men  ;  and,  if  the  force 
left  in  Canada  is  so  considerable,  as  the  information 
you  send  me  makes  it,  he  cannot  have  even  so  many. 
The  representations  of  prisoners  and  deserters,  in  this 
respect,  are  of  little  validity.  Their  knowledge  is  always 
very  limited,  and  their  intention,  particularly  the  former, 
is  very  often  bad.  Beyond  what  regards  the  state  of 
their  own  respective  companies,  no  attention  is  due  to 
what  they  say.  The  number  of  regiments,  which  your 
informant  mentions,  agrees  with  other  accounts.  But 
as  to  the  number  of  men  in  each  company,  which  he 
gives  the  estabhshment,  I  am  persuaded  it  is  not  the 
actual  state.     The  British  army  in  Canada  last  earn- 


ed hyGoOglc 


20  WASHINGTON'S  WRITINGS.  [Mt.Ao. 

paign,  though  they  suffered  little  by  action,  must  have 
decreased  materially  by  sickness  and  other  casualties; 
and  if  the  recruits,  both  from  England  and  Germany, 
bore  any  proportion  to  those,  who  have  reinforced 
General  Howe,  the  state  of  their  regiments  must  be 
gready  inferior  to  what  your  information  supposes. 
Reasoning  from  analogy,  so  far  as  it  will  apply,  I  can- 
not imagine  that  the  British  regiments  can  exceed  two 
hundred  and  fifty  men  each,  fit  for  the  field,  or  that 
the  foreign  troops  can  amount  to  much  more  than  three 
thousand  men. 

The  appointment  of  Genera!  Clinton  to  the  govern- 
ment of  your  State  is  an  event,  which  in  itself  gives 
me  great  pleasure,  and  very  much  abates  the  regret  I 
should  otherwise  feel  for  the  loss  of  his  services  in  the 
military  line.  That  gendeman's  character  is  such,  as 
will  make  him  peculiarly  useful  at  the  head  of  your 
State,  in  a  situation  so  alarming  and  interesting,  as  it  at 
present  experiences.  For  the  future,  agreeably  to  your 
desire,  I  shall  direct  my  applications  to  him.* 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &.c. 


TO   JOHN   AUGUSTINE   VVASHI^•GTON. 

Gcrmantoivii,  5  August,  1777, 

Dear  Brothee, 
Since  General  Howe  removed  from  the  Jerseys,  the 
troops  under  my  command  have  been  more  harassed 
by  marching  and  countermarching,  than  by  any  other 

*  Georg-e  Clinton  was  the  firBt  governor  under  the  new  Coustitutioii 
of  Neiv  York,  He  was  chosen  in  July,  and  sworn  into  otSce  at  Kingston 
on  the  30th  of  that  month ;  and  although  from  thia  date  he  exercised 
the  civil  functions  of  his  station,  yet  he  continued  in  active 
of  the  militia  of  the  State  till  after  the  defeat  of  Burgoyne. 
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thing  that  has  happened  to  them  in  the  course  of  the 
campaign.  After  he  had  embarked  his  troops,  the 
presumption  that  he  would  operate  upon  the  North 
River,  to  form  a  junction  with  General  Burgoyne,  was 
so  strong,  that  I  removed  from  Middlebrook  to  Morris- 
town,  and  from  Morristown  to  the  Clove,  a  narrow 
passage  leading  through  the  Highlands,  about  eighteen 
miles  from  the  river.  Indeed,  upon  some  pretty  sti'ong 
presumptive  evidence,  I  threw  two  divisions  over  the 
North  River.  In  this  situation  we  lay  till  about  the 
24th  ultimo,  when  receiving  certain  information,  that 
the  fleet  had  actually  sailed  from  Sandy  Hook,  and 
upon  the  concurring  sentiment  of  every  one,  though  I 
acknowledge  my  doubts  of  it  were  strong,  that  Phila- 
delphia was  the  object,  we  coun term  arched  and  got  to 
Coryell's  Ferry  on  the  Delaware,  about  thirty-three 
miles  above  the  city,  on  the  27th,  where  I  lay  until  I 
received  information  from  Congress,  that  the  enemy 
were  actually  at  the  Capes  of  Delaware.  This  brought 
us  in  great  haste  to  this  place  for  the  defence  of  the  city. 
But  in  less  than  twenty-four  hours  after  our  arrival,  we 
got  accounts  of  the  disappearance  of  the  fleet  on  the 
31st;  since  which,  nothing  having  been  heard  of  them, 
we  have  remained  here  in  a  very  irksome  state  of  sus- 
pense ;  some  imagining  that  they  are  gone  to  the  south- 
ward, whilst  a  majority,  in  whose  opinion  upon  this 
occasion  I  concur,  are  satisfied  that  they  are  gone  to 
the  eastward.  The  fatigue,  however,  and  injury  -which 
men  must  sustain  by  long  marches  in  such  extreme 
heat,  as  we  have  felt  for  the  last  five  days,  must  keep 
us  quiet  till  we  hear  something  of  the  destination  of  the 
enemy. 

I  congratulate  you  very  sincerely  on  the  happy  pas- 
sage of  my  sister  and  the  rest  of  your  family  through 
the  smallpox.    Surely  the  daily  instances,  which  present 
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themselves,  of  the  amazing  benefits  of  inoculation,  must 
make  converts  of  the  most  rigid  opposers,  and  bring  on 
a  repeal  of  that  most  impolitic  law,  which  restrains  it.* 

Our  affairs  at  the  northward  have  taken  a  turn  not 
more  unfortunate  than  unexpected.  The  public  papers 
will  convey  every  information  that  1  can  on  this  subject. 
To  these  therefore  I  shall  refer,  with  this  addition, 
that  a  public  inquiry  is  ordered  into  the  conduct  of  the 
general  officers  in  that  department,  which  will  give 
them  an  opportunity  of  justifying  their  conduct,  or  the 
public  an  opportunity  of  making  examples.  This  how- 
ever will  not  retrieve  the  misfortune ;  for  certain  it  is, 
that  this  aff^r  has  cast  a  dark  shade  upon  a  very 
bright  prospect,  our  accounts  from  that  quarter  being 
very  gloomy;  but,  some  reinforcements  having  been 
sent  up,  and  some  good  officers,  it  is  to  be  hoped  that 
the  cloud  will  be  dispelled.  It  is  absolutely  necessary, 
that  all  the  gentlemen  in  every  State  should  exert 
themselves  to  have  their  quota  of  troops  completed; 
for,  believe  me,  the  whole  are  most  shamefully  deficient. 
I  have  from  the  first  been  among  those,  who  have  never 
buiU  much  upon  a  French  war.  I  ever  did  and  still  do 
think,  that  they  never  meant  more  than  to  give  us  a 
kind  of  underhand  assistance ;  that  is,  to  supply  us  with 
arms  and  the  like  for  our  money  and  trade.  This  may, 
indeed,  if  Great  Britain  has  spirit  and  strength  enough 
to  resent  it,  bring  on  a  war ;  but  the  declaration,  if  on 
either  side,  must  I  am  convinced  come  from  the  !ast 
mentioned  power. 

I  have  taken  Colonel  Presly  P.  Thornton  into  my 


*  It  is  remarkable,  that,  aa  late  as  the  year  1709,  a  law  was  passed  in 
Virginia  prohibiting  inoculation  for  the  smallpox,  and  imposing  a  pen- 
alty of  one  thousand  pounds  on  any  person,  ivho  should  import  or  bring 
into  the  colony  the  infectious  matter  with  a  purpose  of  inoculation.— 
Hening'B  Statutes  at  Large,  Vol.  VI!I.  p,  371. 


,dhy  Google 


PartII.]        the    AMERICAN   REVOLUTION.  23 

family  as  an  extra  ^d.  This,  I  dare  say,  his  own  merit, 
as  well  as  the  great  worth  of  his  father,  will  entitle  him 
to.  My  love  and  best  Wishes  are  presented  to  my 
sister  and  the  rest  of  your  family,  and,  with  sincerest 
aifection,  believe  and  be  assured,  I  am,  &,c. 


TO   MAJOR-GENERAL   PUTNAM. 

Gcrmantown,  7  August,  1777. 

Dear  Sik, 

We  are  yet  entirely  in  the  dark  as  to  the  destination 
of  the  enemy.  The  fleet  has  neither  been  seen  nor 
heard  of  since  they  left  the  Capes  of  Delaware,  on  this 
day  week.  If  they  had  intended  returning  to  the  Hook, 
we  must  have  heard  of  their  arrival  there  long  before 
this  time,  as  the  winds  have  been  constantly  fair.  As 
the  ?ickly  season  has  commenced  at  the  southward, 
and  there  is  no  capital  object  there,  I  cannot  conceive 
that  they  are  gone  that  way.  I  can  therefore  only  con- 
clude, that  they  intend  to  go  round  Long  Island  into 
the  Sound,  or  still  farther  eastward.  If  they  do  either 
of  these,  it  must  be  upon  a  plan  of  cooperating  with 
General  Burgoyne,  who,  as  matters  are  going  on,  will 
find  little  difficulty  in  penetrating  to  Albany;  for  by  the 
last  accounts  our  army  had  fallen  down  to  Saratoga. 

Congress  have  thought  proper  to  call  down  General 
Schuyler  and  General  St.  Clair,  to  give  an  account  of 
the  causes  of  our  misfortunes  to  the  northward,  and 
General  Gates  goes  up  to  take  the  command.  General 
Schuyler  urges  the  necessity  of  further  reinforcements, 
alle^ng  that  he  derives  no  assistance  from  the  militia. 
Your  post  is  the  only  one  from  whence  a  reinforcement 
can  immediately  be  sent ;  but  as  I  would  not  wish  to 
weaken  you,  as  the  enemy  seem  to  bend  their  course 
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again  towards  you,  I  desire  that  you  and  the  general 
officers  would  consider  the  matter  fully,  and,  if  you 
think  you  can  spare  Cordandt's  and  Livingston's  regi- 
ments, that  they  may  be  put  in  readiness  to  move.  I 
have  ordered  the  heavy  baggage  of  the  army  to  be 
thrown  over  the  Delaware  again,  and  I  hold  the  men  in 
constant  readiness  to  march  the  moment  we  receive 
any  accounts  of  the  enemy.  I  very  much  approve  of 
your  throwing  up  redoubts  and  obstructions  at  the  en- 
trance of  the  passes  near  your  posts,  as  these,  with 
the  natural  strength  of  the  ground,  must  render  the 
approach  of  an  enemy  extremely  difficult  without  con- 
siderable loss.     I  am,  &c. 


TO   THE   PRESIDENT   OF   CONCHESS. 

Camp,  near  Germantoivn,  9  August,  1777. 

Sib, 
I  have  been  duly  honored  witli  your  letter  of  yester- 
day, and  with  its  enclosures.  I  shall  pay  attention  to 
the  resolves  transmitted ;  and,  as  soon  as  circumstances 
adnsit,  shall  propose  to  General  Howe  an  exchange 
between  Lieutenant- Colonel  Campbell  and  the  Hessian 
field-officers,  and  a  like  number  of  ours,  of  equal  rank 
in  his  hands.*    I  would  beg  leave  to  lay  before  Con- 

*  Co^gress  decided  that  General  P         it,  1  t  Ij      pt      d  bj  C  1      1 
Earton,   "hould   be  retained   as   a   pi   1       ft!  d   t    atn    nt   a  d 

rele-\sp  of  General  Lee,  and,  im  nea  ly  o         umstan  U  adm  t 

recene  the  same  usaa^e     General  Waal  n  t  n  al  th  n    d  t 

negttiate  in  evchange  of  prisoners  npn        Itrm         h      hlljd 
expedient,  witliout  regard  to  the  pr  1  U  f  C     "t 

spectiDg  Colonel  Cimpbell  and  the  H  fi  Id    ffi    rs 

The  question  of  General  Arnold's      nk  h      gl  t  h  f       C     gr 

on  the  9th  of  August,  and  a  majority  tdgnsthsbrng  t  d 
Patty  considerations  seem  to  ha^e  mm  Id  th  afioir  Se  en  St  t 
were  m  the  negative  and  four  m  the  affirm  ti  e  tl  e  latt      b    n     ^ 
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gress  a  copy  of  a  report  made  by  a  board  of  general 
officers,  held  on  the  7th  instant,  to  consult  on  several 
matters  respecting  the  army.  In  the  course  of  their 
deliberation  they  took  into  consideration  the  subject 
reported.  I  shall  only  add,  that  this  matter  has  been 
long  complained  of  by  the  officers,  and  the  more  so  as 
the  indulgence  they  pray  for  could  not  nor  can  be  ever 
attended  with  the  least  possible  injury  to  the  public, 
and  is  what  I  believe  is  allowed  in  most  armies.  Con- 
gress, I  am  persuaded,  will  give  it  their  attention,  and, 
if  no  good  objections  of  a  public  nature  appear  against 
the  measure,  will  grant  what  the  officers  wish  and  the 
board  have  recommended. 

I  perceive  by  the  resolves  for  recalling  Generals 
Schuyler  and  St.  Clair,  that  they  are  directed  to  repair 
to  head-quarters.  I  also  find  that  a  committee  had 
been  resolved  on,  to  digest  a  mode  for  inquiring  into 
the  reasons  for  evacuating  Ticonderoga  and  Mount  In- 
dependence, and  into  the  conduct  of  the  general  officers 
in  the  northern  department  at  the  time  of  the  evacua- 
tion. As  these  gendemen  have  received  the  letter  upon 
this  subject  by  this  dme,  and  will  probably  be  down  in 
the  course  of  a  few  days,  I  shall  be  glad  to  be  informed 
what  I  am  to  do  with  them  when  they  an-ive.  I  may 
be  then  at  a  great  distance  from  this,  and,  in  such  case, 
should  be  at  a  loss  what  to  say,  or  how  to  conduct 
myself  respecting  them,  without  receiving  some  direc- 
tions, which  I  request  to  be  favored  with  by  the  earliest 
opportunity.    I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c. 

Hampshire,  Rhode  Island,  Connecticut,  and  Georgia.  Tliis  was  tlie  first 
occasion  on  which  the  yeas  and  nays  were  entered  in  the  journals  of 
the  old  Congress.  It  was  often  done  afterwards,  and  by  the  rules  of  the 
House  it  could  at  any  time  be  required  by  a  single  member. — MS.  Letter 
ofJaiitcs  Lovdl,  JIugiist  Uih. 
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TO   MAJOR-GEWKKAL   l>UT5rA3I. 

Camp,  ill  Buclw  County,  II  August,  1777. 

Deae  Sir, 

1  received  yours  of  the  8th  instant  at  this  place.  1 
was  upon  the  march  with  the  army  to  recross  the  Dela- 
ware, upon  a  supposition  that  the  fleet  had  certainly 
gone  to  the  eastward ;  but  I  was  last  night  overtaken 
by  an  express  from  Philadelphia,  with  an  account  that 
they  had  been  seen  on  the  7th  instant  off  Sinepuxent 
Inlet,  about  sixteen  leagues  to  the  southward  of  the 
Capes  of  Delaware.  Upon  this  I  have  halted  for  fur- 
ther intelligence.  In  the  present  situation  of  affairs 
I  can  give  you  no  better  direction,  than  to  remain 
at  your  post  and  collect  all  the  force,  that  you  possibly 
can.  The  season  of  the  year  is,  to  be  sure,  inconvenient 
for  the  militia  to  be  out;  but  the  necessity  of  the  case 
requires  that  as  many  as  possible  be  retained  in  ser- 
vice ;  for  if  General  Burgoyne  persists  in  his  advance 
upon  our  northern  army,  we  must  afford  it  support,  or 
suffer  him  to  make  himself  master  of  all  the  country 
above. 

My  last  letter  to  you  directed  you  to  consider  well, 
whether  you  could  spare  the  two  New  York  regiments 
to  General  Schuyler's  army.  If  General  Clinton  is  left 
upon  York  Island  with  the  number  of  men  you  mention, 
it  is  undoubtedly  for  some  other  reason,  than  merely  to 
keep  the  post.  It  is  probably  to  attack  you  below, 
while  Burgoyne  comes  down  upon  you.  It  is  a  matter 
of  great  consequence  to  ascertain  that  fact.  Deserters 
and  people  of  that  class  always  speak  of  numbers  from 
report;  indeed  scarce  any  person  can  foim  a  judgment, 
unless  he  sees  the  troops  paraded  and  can  count  the 
divisions.  But  if  you  can  by  any  means  obtain  a  list 
of  the  regiments  left  upon  the  Island,  we  can  compute 
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the  number  of  men  within  a  few  hundreds,  over  or 
under.  I  beg  you  will  use  every  method  to  come  at 
this  knowledge.  Let  your  spies  also  be  very  particular 
in  their  inquiry,  whether  General  Clinton  is  actually 
upon  the  Island,  for  an  officer  of  his  rank  and  military 
estimation  would  scarcely  be  left  to  keep  garrison 
only.* 

It  has  been  reported,  that  there  was  a  collection  of 
wagons  and  horses  making  at  Kingsbridge ;  if  so,  it 
can  be  for  no  purpose  but  to  move  out;  and  this  is 
another  fact  of  which  you  should  endeavour  to  know 
the  truth.  Till  you  are  fully  satisfied  in  the  above  par- 
ticulars, I  think  you  should  upon  no  account  Iteep  any 
more  than  light  parties  down  towards  Kingsbridge ;  for 
if  there  is  any  design  against  your  post  from  that  quar- 
ter, they  might  by  a  sudden  embarkation,  and  a  favor- 
able wind,  get  between  you  and  the  mountains,  should 
you  fall  down  with  any  considerable  body.  I  am  glad 
to  hear  that  Governor  Clinton  has  determined  to  resume 

*  The  British  General  Clinton  Jiad  been  absent  during  the  past  winter 
and  spring  in  Great  Britain,  ond  had  returned  to  Neiv  Yorli  on  the 
5th  of  July.  He  was  now  Sir  Henry  Clinton,  having  been  invested  with 
the  Order  of  tlie  Batli  before  his  departure  from  England,  He  was  left 
in  New  York  by  Sir  WiUiam  Howe,  with  the  command  of  twenty-two 
battalions,  and  instructed  to  act  on  the  defensive,  or  othenvise  according 
to  circumstances,  always  keeping  in  view  (he  main  object  of  securing 
New  York.— Sir  TfilUam  Howe's  Lttler,  My7fh. 

General  Putnam  had  proof  of  Sir  Henry  Clinton's  being  on  New  York 
Island,  August  3d,  by  his  sending  up  a  flag  of  truce  to  claim  Edmund 
Palmer,  as  a  lieutenant  in  the  British  service.  Tho  flag  was  taken  up 
the  river  to  Vcrplanck's  Point  by  Captain  Montagu  in  tlie  sliip  Mercury, 
and  thence  forwarded  to  Peekskill.  General  Putnam  sent  back  the  fol- 
lowing reply. 

"  Head-Quaitom,  7  August,  177T. 

"Edmund  Palmer,  an  officer  in  the  enemy's  service,  was  taken  as  a 
spy  lurking  within  our  lines;  he  has  been  tried  as  a  spy,  condemned  as 
a  spy,  and  shall  be  executed  as  a  spy,  and  the  flag  is  ordered  to  depart 
immediately, 

'•  Isr.AEi.  Putnam." 

"  P.  S.    He  has  been  accordingly  executed." 
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the  command  of  Fort  Montgomery,  for  there  cannot  be 
a  more  proper  man  upon  every  account.     I  am,  &.C. 


TO    GOVERNOR   GEORGE   CLINTON,   NEW   YORK. 

Camp,  Bucks  County,  13  August,  1777. 

Dear  Sir, 

Your  vigilance  in  providing  a  proper  force  to  oppose 
the  enemy,  and  the  alacrity  with  which  the  militia  have 
assembled,  afford  me  great  satisfaction.  If  your  efforts 
are  seasonably  and  sldlfully  seconded  by  your  eastern 
neighbours,  we  may  hope,  that  General  Burgoyne  will 
find  it  equally  difficult  either  to  make  a  further  progress, 
or  to  effect  a  retreat.  You  are  the  best  judge  with 
respect  to  the  length  of  service  to  be  required  from  the 
mUitia.  However,  as  their  assistance  is  a  resource, 
which  must  be  sparingly  employed,  I  would  have  them 
detained  no  longer  than  is  absolutely  necessary.  The 
excuse  of  want  of  confidence  in  the  general  officers, 
which  has  hitherto  been  alleged  by  the  eastern  States, 
for  withholdmg  those  reinforcements  from  the  northern 
army,  which  were  expected  from  them,  will  be  obviated 
by  the  presence  of  Major-General  Gates. 

The  resolves  of  Congress,  which  relate  to  the  recruit- 
ing of  the  army,  will  have  reached  you  before  this  time, 
and  you  will  have  acted  in  consequence.  By  a  resolve 
of  the  3d  of  August,  the  commanding  officer  of  the 
northern  department  has  discretionary  power  to  make 
requisitions  on  the  States  of  New  Hampshire,  Massa- 
chusetts Bay,  Connecticut,  New  York,  New  Jersey, 
and  Pennsylvania.  There  will,  therefore,  be  a  concur- 
rence of  authority  in  yourself  and  Genera!  Gates,  which 
you  will  arrange  between  yourselves.  I  am,  with  great 
regard,  yours,  &.c. 


,dhy  Google 


PartII.]      the    AMERICAN   REVOLUTION.  ^9 

TO   jMAJOR-GESERAL   PUTWAM. 

IIea(l-Q,iiarters,  Bucks  County,  IG  August,  1777. 

Dear  Sir, 
I  have  your  favor  of  the  14th  instant.  Just  before  it 
came  to  hand  I  had  received  the  intelhgence,  which  it 
contained,  from  Governor  Clinton.  The  people  in  the 
northern  army  seem  so  intimidated  by  the  Indians,  that 
I  have  determined  to  send  up  Colonel  Morgan's  coi-ps 
of  riflemen,  who  will  fight  them  in  their  own  way. 
They  will  march  from  Trenton  to-morrow  morning,  and 
reach  Peekskill  with  all  expedition.  You  will  please 
to  have  sloops  ready  to  transport  them,  and  provisions 
laid  in,  that  they  may  not  wait  a  moment.  The  corps 
consists  of  five  hundred  men.  Be  pleased  to  let  me 
have  an  exact  return  of  your  numbers,  both  Continental 
and  Provincial,  that  I  may  form  a  judgment  of  the  pro- 
priety of  detaching  any  more  force  to  the  northward. 
Remark  to  what  time  your  Provincials  are  engaged. 

I  am,  dear  Sir,  your  most  obedient  servant. 


TO    GOVERNOR   CLINTON". 

Camp,  at  Cross  Eoads,  16  August,  1777. 

Dear  Sir, 

I  see,  with  the  most  sensible  pleasure,  the  exertions 
of  your  State,  dismembered  as  it  is,  and  under  every 
discouragement  and  disadvantage.  I  lament,  that  any 
causes  are  sufficiently  powerful  to  prevent  that  effectual 
aid  from  your  eastern  neighbours,  which  the  interest 
of  the  public  cause,  and  the  immediate  safety  of  your 
particular  State,  so  pressingly  demand  at  this  time. 
But,  though  it  is  dilatory  in  coming,  I  cannot  but  hope 
it  will  still  come,  before  it  is  too  late.     I  imagine  one 
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cause,  and  not  the  least  material,  of  their  delay,  is  an 
apprehension  of  General  Howe's  army.  It  were  to  be 
wished,  that  his  designs  were  once  reduced  to  cer- 
tainty. This  I  should  be  in  hopes  would  serve  to 
remove  that  inactivity  and  indecision,  which  I  believe 
proceed  in  a  great  measure  from  suspense  and  uncer- 
tainty. I  am  however  advised,  that  a  body  of  New 
Hampshire  militia,  under  General  Stark,  had  joined 
General  Lincoln  at  Bennington,  and  that  another  of 
Massachusetts  militia  was  partly  arrived,  and  the  rest 
arriving  at  the  same  place.  A  tolerable  body  of  men 
once  collected  there  would  make  General  Burgoyne 
anxious  for  his  rear,  oblige  him  to  advance  circum- 
spectly, and  to  leave  such  strong  posts  behind,  as  must 
make  his  main  body  very  weak,  and  extremely  capable 
of  being  repulsed  by  the  force  we  shall  have  in  front. 
I  should  not  be  very  uneasy  for  the  issue,  if  I  could 
once  see  our  northern  army  recovered  from  their  pres- 
ent dejection,  and  restored  to  a  tolerable  degree  of 
conftdeiice  and  animation. 

In  addition  to  the  two  regiments,  which  are  gone 
from  Peekskill,  I  am  forwarding  as  fast  as  possible,  to 
join  the  northern  army,  Colonel  Morgan's  corps  of 
riflemen,  amounting  to  about  five  hundred.  These  are 
all  chosen  men,  selected  from  the  army  at  lai-ge,  well 
acqu^nted  with  the  use  of  rifles,  and  with  that  mode 
of  fighting,  which  is  necessary  to  make  them  a  good 
counterpoise  to  the  Indians;  and  they  have  disdnguished 
themselves  on  a  variety  of  occasions,  smce  the  formation 
of  the  corps,  in  skirmishes  with  the  enemy.  I  expect 
the  most  eminent  services  from  them ;  and  I  shall  be 
mistaken  if  their  presence  does  not  go  far  towards  pro- 
ducing a  general  desertion  among  the  savages.  I  should 
think  it  would  be  well,  even  before  their  arrival,  to 
begin  to  circulate  these  ideas,  with  proper  embellish- 
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ments,  throughout  the  country  and  in  the  army;  and 
to  take  pains  to  communicate  them  to  the  enemy.  It 
would  not  be  amiss,  among  other  things,  to  magnify 
their  numbers.  I  am  of  opinion,  with  the  Council  of 
Safety,  that  your  presence  to  the  northward  might  have 
a  very  happy  influence,  and,  if  it  were  compatible  with 
the  many  other  calls  there  are  and  will  be  upon  you, 
I  could  wish  to  see  you  with  the  northern  army  at  the 
head  of  the  militia  of  your  State. 

From  some  expressions  in  a  letter,  which  I  have 
seen,  written  by  General  Lincoln  to  General  Schuyler, 
I  am  led  to  infer,  that  it  is  in  contemplation  to  unite 
all  the  militia  and  Continental  troops  in  one  body,  and 
make  an  opposition  wholly  in  front.  If  this  be  really 
the  intention,  I  should  think  it  a  very  ineligible  plan. 
An  enemy  can  always  act  with  more  vigor  and  effect, 
when  they  have  nothing  to  apprehend  for  their  flanks 
and  rear,  than  when  they  have ;  and  it  is  one  of  the 
most  approved  and  most  universally  practised  ma- 
nceuvres  of  war,  to  keep  their  fears  contmuaUy  awalce 
on  these  accounts,  and,  when  circumstances  permit,  to 
be  actually  in  condition  to  give  them  serious  annoyance 
in  those  parts.  Independent  of  the  inconveniences,  that 
attend  a  situation,  where  the  rear  and  flanks  are  con- 
stantly exposed  to  the  insults  of  hght  parties,  which 
may  at  every  moment  be  harassing  them ;  the  neces- 
sity of  never  losing  sight  of  the  means  of  a  secure 
retreat,  which  ought  to  be  the  first  object  of  an  officer's 
care,  must  be  exceedingly  embarrassing,  where  there 
is  a  force  in  such  a  position  as  to  endanger  it.  If  a 
respectable  body  of  men  were  to  be  stationed  on  the 
Grants,  it  would  undoubtedly  have  the  effects  intimated 
above,  and  would  render  it  not  a  litUe  difficult  for  Gen- 
eral Burgoyne  to  keep  the  necessary  communication 
open;  and  they  would  frequently  afford  opportunities 
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of  intercepting  his  convoys.  If  there  should  be  none 
there,  he  might  advance  with  security,  leaving  small 
posts  behind,  and  might  draw  his  supplies  regularly  and 
without  interruption ;  than  which  nothing  could  tend 
more  to  facilitate  his  operations  and  give  them  success. 
These  reasons  malie  it  clearly  my  opinion,  that  a  suf- 
ficient body  of  militia  should  always  be  reserved  in  a 
situation  proper  to  answer  those  purposes.  If  there 
should  be  more  collected,  than  is  requisite  for  this  use, 
the  surplusage  may  with  propriety  be  added  to  the 
main  body  of  the  ai-my.  I  am  not,  however,  so  fully 
acquainted  with  every  circumstance,  that  ought  to  be 
taken  into  consideradon,  as  to  pretend  to  do  any  thing 
more  than  advise  in  the  matter.  Let  those  on  the  spot 
determine  and  act  as  appears  to  them  most  prudent. 
I  am,  &c. 


TO   BENJASUW   FRANKLIN,   IN   PARIS. 

Heitd-Quai-tera,  17  August,  1777. 
Sir, 
I  have  been  honored  with  your  favor  of  the  2d  of 
April  by  Monsieur  de  Cenis,  written  in  behalf  of  that 
gentleman  on  the  credit  of  Monsieur  Turgot's  recom- 
mendation. I  should  have  been  happy,  had  it  been 
in  my  power,  in  deference  to  your  recommendation, 
founded  upon  that  of  so  respectable  a  character  as 
Monsieur  Turgot,  to  afford  Monsieur  de  Cenis  the  en- 
couragement, to  which  his  zeal  and  trouble  in  coming 
to  America  to  offer  his  services  give  him  a  claim ;  but 
such  is  the  situation  of  things  in  our  army  at  this  time, 
that  I  am  necessarily  deprived  of  that  satisfaction.  Our 
troops  being  already  formed  and  fully  officered,  and  the 
number  of  foreign  gentlemen  already  commissioned  and 
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continually  arriving  with  fresh  applications,  throw  such 
obstacles  in  the  way  of  any  future  appointments,  that 
every  new  arrival  is  only  a  new  source  of  embarrass- 
ment to  Congress  and  myself,  and  of  disappointment 
and  chagrin  to  the  gentlemen,  who  come  over.  Had 
there  been  only  a  few  to  provide  for,  we  might  have 
found  employment  for  them  in  a  way  advantageous  to 
the  service  and  honorable  to  themselves ;  but,  as  they 
have  come  over  in  such  crowds,  we  either  must  not 
employ  them,  or  we  must  do  it  at  the  expense  of  one 
half  of  the  ofHcers  of  the  army ;  which  you  must  be 
sensible  would  he  attended  with  the  most  ruinous  ef- 
fects, and  could  not  fail  to  occasion  a  general  discon- 
tent. It  is  impossible  for  these  gentlemen  to  raise  men 
for  themselves ;  and  it  would  be  equally  impolitic  and 
unjust  to  displace  others,  who  have  been  at  all  the 
trouble  and  at  considerable  expense  in  raising  corps,  in 
order  to  give  them  the  command.  Even  where  vacan- 
cies happen,  there  are  always  those,  who  have  a  right 
of  succession  by  seniority,  and  who  are  as  tenacious  of 
this  right  as  of  the  places  they  actually  hold ;  and  in 
this  they  are  justified  by  the  common  principle  and 
practice  of  all  armies,  and  by  resolutions  of  Congi-ess. 
Were  these  vacancies  to  be  filled  by  the  foreign  offi- 
cers, it  would  not  only  cause  the  resignation  of  those, 
who  expect  to  succeed  to  them,  but  it  would  serve  to 
disgust  others,  both  through  friendship  to  them,  and 
from  an  apprehension  of  their  being  liable  to  the  same 
inconvenience  themselves.  This,  by  rendering  the  hope 
of  preferment  precarious,  would  remove  one  of  the 
principal  springs  of  emulation,  absolutely  necessary  to 
be  upheld  in  an  anuy. 

Besides  this  difficulty,  the  error  we  at  first  fell  into, 
of  prodigally  bestowing  rank  upon  foreigners,  without 
esaminutg   properly  their  pretensions,   having    led   us 
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to  confer  high  rank  upon  those  who  had  none,  or  of 
a  very  inferior  degree,  in  their  own  country,  it  now 
happens,  that  those  who  have  really  good  pretensions, 
who  are  men  of  character,  abilities,  and  rank,  will  not 
be  contented  unless  they  arc  introduced  into  some  of 
the  highest  stations  of  the  army,  in  which,  it  needs  no 
arguments  to  convince  you,  that  it  is  impossible  to 
gratify  them.  Hence  their  dissatisfaction  and  the  diffi- 
culty of  employing  them  are  increased.  These  obsta- 
cles reduce  iis  to  this  dilemma ;  either  we  must  refuse 
to  commission  them  at  all,  and  leave  all  the  expense, 
trouble,  and  risk,  that  have  attended  their  coming  over, 
uncompensated ;  or  we  must  commission  them  without 
bemg  able  to  incorporate  or  employ  them ;  by  which 
means  enjoying  the  public  pay  and  an  unmeaning  rank, 
they  must  submit  to  the  mortification  of  being  mere 
ciphers  in  the  army.  This  last,  to  some  of  them,  may 
not  be  disagreeable ;  but  to  men  of  sentiment,  and  who 
are  actuated  by  a  principle  of  honor  and  a  desire  to 
distinguish  themselves,  it  must  be  humiliating  and  irk- 
some in  the  extreme. 

From  these  considerations  it  would  be  both  prudent 
and  just  to  discourage  their  coming  over,  by  candidly 
opening  the  difficulties  they  have  to  encounter ;  and  if, 
after  that,  they  will  persist  in  it,  they  can  only  blame 
themselves.  I  am  sensible,  Sir,  that  it  is  a  delicate  and 
perplexing  task  to  refuse  applications  of  persons  patron- 
ized, as  I  suppose  often  happens,  by  some  of  the  first 
characters  in  the  kingdom  where  you  are,  and  whose 
favor  it  is  of  importance  to  conciliate ;  but  I  beg  leave 
to  suggest,  whether  it  would  not  be  better  to  do  that, 
than  by  compUance  to  expose  them  to  those  mortifica- 
tions, which  they  must  unavoidably  experience,  and 
which  they  are  too  apt  to  impute  to  other  causes  than 
ihe  true  ones,  and  may  represent  under  very  disadvan- 
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tageous  colors.  Permit  me  also  to  observe  to  you,  that 
even  where  you  do  not  promise  any  thing,  but  simply 
give  a  line  of  recommendation,  they  draw  as  strong  an 
assurance  of  success  from  that  as  from  a  positive  en- 
gagement, and  estimate  the  hardship  of  a  disappoint- 
ment nearly  the  same  in  the  one  case  as  in  the  other. 
I  am,  &,c. 


TO   BENJAMIN   HARRISON,   IN   CONGRESS. 

Nesliamiiiy  Bridge,  19  August,  1777, 

Dear  Sir, 

If  I  did  not  misunderstand  what  you  or  some  other 
member  of  Congress  said  to  me,  respecting  the  appoint- 
ment of  the  Marquis  de  Lafayette,  he  has  misconceived 
the  design  of  his  appointment,  or  Congress  did  not 
understand  the  extent  of  his  views ;  for  certain  it  is, 
that  I  understood  him,  that  he  does  not  conceive  his 
commission  is  merely  honorary,  but  given  with  a  view 
to  command  a  division  of  this  army.  It  is  true  he 
has  said;  that  he  is  young  and  inexperienced,  but  at 
the  same  time  has  always  accompanied  it  with  a  hint, 
that,  so  soon  as  I  shall  think  him  fit  for  the  command  of 
a  division,  he  shall  be  ready  to  enter  upon  the  duties  of 
it,  and  in  the  mean  time  has  offered  his  service  for  a 
smaller  command;  to  which  I  may  add,  that  he  has 
actually  applied  to  me,  by  direction  he  says  from  Mr. 
Hancock,  for  commissions  for  his  two  aids-de-camp. 

What  the  designs  of  Congress  respecting  this  gentle- 
man were,  and  what  line  of  conduct  I  am  to  pursue 
to  comply  with  their  design  and  his  expectations,  I 
know  not,  and  beg  to  be  instructed.  If  Congress 
meant,  that  this  rank  should  be  unaccompanied  by  com- 
mand, I  wish  it  had  been  sufficiently  explained  to  him. 
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If,  Oil  the  other  hand,  it  was  hitended  to  invest  him 
with  all  the  powers  of  a  major-general,  why  have  I 
been  led  into  a  contrary  belief,  and  left  in  the  dark  with 
respect  to  my  own  conduct  towards  him?  This  diffi- 
culty, with  the  numberless  appUcations  for  employment 
by  foreigners,  under  their  respective  appointments,  adds 
no  small  embarrassment  to  a  command,  which,  without 
it,  is  abundantly  perplexed  by  the  diiferent  tempers  I 
hare  to  do  with,  and  different  modes  which  the  respec- 
tive States  have  pursued  in  nominating  and  arranging 
their  officers  ;  the  combination  of  all  which  is  but  a  too 
just  representation  of  a  great  chaos,  from  whence  we 
are  endeavouring,  how  successfully  time  only  can  show, 
to  draw  some  regularity  and  order. 

I  was  going  to  address  Congress  for  instructions  in 
the  case  of  the  Marquis  de  Lafayette,  but  upon  second 
thought  concluded  to  ask  some  direction  of  my  conduct 
in  this  matter  through  a  member,  and  therefore  have 
imposed  this  task  upon  jou.  Let  me  beseech  you 
then,  my  good  Sir,  to  give  me  the  sentiments  of  Con- 
gress on  this  matter,  that  I  may  endeavour,  as  far  as  it 
is  in  my  power,  to  comply  with  them.  With  respect 
to  commissions  for  his  aids-de-camp,  I  told  him  that  I 
should  write  to  Mr.  Hancock  about  them,  and  I  wish  to 
be  instructed.  The  Marquis  is  now  in  Philadelphia,  but 
expected  up  this  day  or  to-morrow.  With  sincere  re- 
gard, I  am,  BlcJ^ 


*  From  Mr.  Harrison's  reply,  it  appeava  that  Congress  considered  tlie 
appointment  of  the  Maiquis  do  Lafayette  aa  lionoraj-y  only,  unaccom- 
panied witli  any  pledge,  and  that  General  Washington  was  not  bound  by 
the  tenor  of  his  commission  to  give  him  a  command,  bnt  was  at  liberty 
to  follow  his  owa  judgment  in  tliis  respect. 
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TO    MAJOR-GENERAL    GATES. 

Head-Qunrters,  Bucks  County,  20  August,  3.777. 

Sir, 

By  a  letter  from  General  Schuyler  of  the  13th  instant 
it  appears,  that  you  had  not  reached  Stillwater  at  that 
time ;  since  which  I  have  not  had  any  accounts  from 
you,  but  suppose  yon  arrived  there  soon  after  that 
date.*  From  the  various  representations  made  to  me 
of  the  disadvantage  the  army  lay  under,  particularly 
the  militia,  from  an  apprehension  of  the  Indian  mode 
of  lighting,  I  have  despatched  Colonel  Morgan  with 
Ills  corps  of  riflemen  to  your  assistance,  and  presume 
they  wU!  be  with  you  in  eight  days  from  this  date. 
This  corps  I  have  great  dependence  on,  and  have  no 
doubt  but  they  will  be  exceedingly  useful ;  as  a  check 
given  to  the  savages,  and  keeping  them  within  proper 
bounds,  wiU  prevent  General  Burgoyne  from  getting 
intelligence  as  formerly,  and  animate  your  other  troops 
from  a  sense  of  their  being  more  on  an  equality  with  the 
enemy.  Colonel  Cordandt's  and  Colonel  Livingston's 
regiments  are  also  on  their  way  from  Peekskill  to  join, 
you.  They  must  of  course  be  with  you  in  a  very  few 
days.     With  these  reinforcements,  besides  the  militia 

*  General  Giles  jo  ned  the  notthein  armj  a  d  took  tl  e  con  maud  on 
Uie  19th  of  August  i^lthoHgh  bj  an  older  ot  Congress  General  Scl  uvler 
was  du'ected  to  cepau  to  head  quarters  yet  tl  e  tine  was  not  fixed  and 
ivith  tl  e  approbation  of  Co  gross  a  d  tl  e  Commander  u  ch  ef  1  e  re 
mamed  at  Alban\  bit  afier  the  capitulati  n  of  Burgoyne  In  reg^rd  to 
the  state  ot  affa  ra  to  tl  e  westward,  Vt  asl  ngton  rote  to  Ge  eral 
Schuyler  on  tl  e  21st  of  A  g  st  —  I  an  pleased  w  th  the  ai-count  yo 
trans  nit  of  the  =ituat  on  of  n  attera  upon  the  Mol  awk  E  ver  It  the 
roilitia  keep  p  theu  sp  rits  after  the  r  late  se  ere  skmrnsl  I  am  con 
fident  tl  ey  w  11  w  th  the  as  tance  of  the  re  nfo  cement  under  Genera 
Arnold  be  enabled  to  raise  tl  e  s  ege  of  Fort  Schuyler  hi  h  ill  be  a 
most  ir  portant  n  atter  just  it  th  s  tune  Th  s  pred  ction  was  ver  fied 
in  its  fiJlest  extent  and  s  one  imong  the  nnumerablc  natanc  s  of  the 
fores  ght  a  1  sound  j  dgment  of  tl  e  Co  n  ande  n  cl  et 
VOL    V  D 
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under  General  Lincoln,  which  by  this  time  must  be 
considerable,  I  am  in  hopes  you  will  find  yourself  at 
least  equal  to  stop  the  progress  of  Mr.  Burgoyne,  and, 
by  cutting  off  his  supplies  of  provision,  to  render  his 
situation  very  ineligible. 

Since  the  enemy's  fleet  was  seen  off  Sinepuxent,  on 
the  8th  instant,  we  have  no  accounts  from  them,  which 
can  be  depended  on.  I  am  now  of  opinion,  that  Charles- 
ton is  the  present  object  of  General  Howe's  attention, 
though  for  what  suflicient  reason,  unless  he  expected 
to  drag  this  army  after  him  by  appearing  at  different 
places,  and  thereby  leave  the  country  open  for  General 
Clinton  to  march  out  and  endeavour  to  form  a  junction 
with  General  Burgoyne,  I  am  at  a  loss  to  determine. 
General  Schuyler's  sending  a  reinforcement  up  to  Fort 
Schuyler  I  think  was  absolutely  necessary;  and  I  am  of 
opinion,  that  particular  attendon  should  be  paid  to  that 
quarter,  as  a  successful  stroke  of  the  enemy  there  might 
be  a  means  of  encouraging  the  whole  of  the  Six  Nations 
to  unite  against  us.    I  am.  Sir,  &:c. 


TO   THE   PRESIDENT   OF   COWCEESS. 

Neshaminy  Camp,  21  August,  17?7. 

Sir, 
From  the  time  which  has  elapsed  since  General 
Howe  departed  from  the  Capes  of  Delaware,  there  is 
the  strongest  reason  to  conclude,  that  he  is  gone  far 
either  to  the  eastward  or  southward,  and  with  a  design 
to  execute  some  determined  plan.  The  danger  of  the 
sea,  the  injury  his  troops  must  sustain  from  being  so 
long  confined,  the  loss  of  time  so  late  in  the  campaign, 
will  scarcely  admit  a  supposition  that  he  is  merely 
making  a  feint,  and  still  intends  to  return  either  to  the 
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Delaware  or  the  North  River  without  performing  some 
enterprise  first  in  another  quarter.  The  probabihty  is 
in  favor  of  a  southern  expedition,  because  he  has  been 
seen,  since  his  departure  from  the  Capes,  off  Sinepuxent, 
steering  a  southern  course ;  and  because,  had  his  desti- 
nation been  to  the  eastward,  his  arrival  there,  from  the 
general  state  of  the  winds,  must  have  announced  it 
before  this,  or  his  fleet  would  have  been  discovered  by 
some  of  the  cruisers  on  that  coast. 

If  he  is  gone  to  the  southward,  he  must  be  gone  far 
that  way;  for,  had  the  Chesapeake  Bay  been  his  object, 
he  would  have  been  there  long  since,  and  the  fact  well 
established.  Beyond  that,  there  is  no  place  short  of 
Charleston  of  sufficient  importance  to  engage  his  atten- 
tion. The  extensive  commerce,  the  vast  accumulation 
of  military  and  other  stores  in  that  town  and  its  depen- 
dencies, with  the  eclat  it  would  give  his  arms  il  he 
shotild  unfortunately  take  it,  afford  him  stronger  induce- 
ments to  direct  his  operations  there,  than  he  could 
possibly  have  elsewhere.  Matters  being  thus  circum- 
stanced, an  important  question  arises ;  how  this  ai'my  is 
to  be  employed.  If  his  intentions  are  such  as  I  have 
supposed  them,  it  appears  to  me  that  an  attempt  to 
follow  him  would  not  only  be  fruitless,  but  would  be 
attended  with  the  most  ruinous  consequences.  The 
distance  is  so  immense,  that  General  Howe  might  ac- 
complish every  purpose  he  had  in  view,  before  we 
could  possibly  arrive  to  oppose  him;  and  so  long  a 
march  through  an  unhealthy  climate  at  this  season 
would  debilitate  and  waste  a  principal  part  of  our  force. 
Added  to  this,  after  we  had  made  a  considerable  pro- 
gress, he  might  easUy  reembark  his  troops  and  turn 
his  arms  against  Philadelphia  or  elsewhere,  as  he  should 
think  proper,  without  oui-  being  in  a  condition  to  give 
the  least  aid. 
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As  these,  and  many  other  reasons,  which  will  readily 
occur  to  Congress,  will  show  the  impracticability  of  our 
counteracting  General  Howe  in  that  quarter  with  any 
good  effect,  we  have  no  other  alternadve  left  than  to  re- 
main here  idle  and  inactive,  on  the  remote  probability  of 
his  returning  this  way,  or  to  proceed  towards  Hudson's 
River,  with  a  view  of  opposing  General  Burgoyne,  or 
maliing  an  attempt  on  York  Island,  as  the  situation  of 
affairs  shall  point  out.  A  successful  stroke  with  respect 
to  either  would  be  attended  with  the  most  signal  ad- 
vantages, and  would  be  the  best  compensation  we  could 
make  for  any  losses  we  may  sustain  at  the  southward. 
Besides  these  considerations,  if,  after  aU  our  conjectures 
and  reasoning  upon  the  subject,  General  Howe  should 
be  gone  to  the  eastward  to  cooperate  with  Mr.  Bur- 
goyne, the  army  will  be,  by  the  movement  proposed, 
so  far  on  its  way,  to  prevent,  I  hope,  the  success  of  his 
enterprise. 

The  above  reasons  led  me  to  call  a  council  of  general 
officers  this  morning,  to  talce  the  subject  of  removing 
the  troops  from  hence  into  consideration ;  and  I  am 
happy  to  inform  Congress,  that  they  were  in  sentiment 
with  me  upon  the  occasion,  as  they  will  perceive  by  a 
copy  of  the  proceedings  then  had,  which  I  do  myself 
the  honor  of  laying  before  them.  Nevertheless,  as  it 
is  a  movement  which  may  involve  the  most  important 
consequences,  I  have  thought  proper  to  submit  it  to 
Congress  for  their  dehberation  and  decision.  If  it  is 
deemed  expedient,  we  have  perhaps  not  a  moment  to 
lose  in  carrying  it  into  execution ;  and,  under  this  per- 
suasion, I  have  sent  Colonel  Hamilton,  one  of  my  aids, 
who  will  have  the  honor  of  delivering  this,  to  bring  me 
the  result  of  their  opinion.*     As  the  northern  depart- 

^  In  the  council  of  war  it  was  decided,  as  tlie  unanimous  opinion  of 
the  boai'd  of  officers ;  first,  that  the  enemy's  fleet  had  most  probably 
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ment  has  been  all  along  considered  separate,  and  in 
some  measure  distinct,  and  there  are  special  resolves 
vesting  the  command  in  particular  persons,  —  in  case  it 
should  hereafter  appear  eligible  to  unite  the  two  armies, 
it  may  perhaps  be  necessary  that  Congress  should  place 
the  matter  upon  such  a  footing,  as  to  remove  alt  scruples 
or  difficulties  about  the  command,  that  could  possibly 
arise  on  my  arrival  there.  This  I  request,  from  a  dis- 
position to  harmony,  and  from  my  knowing  the  ill  and 
fatal  consequences  that  have  often  arisen  from  such 
controversies,  and  not  from  the  most  distant  apprehen- 
sion, that  one  would  take  place  upon  such  an  event. 
The  thing  however  is  possible ;  and  to  guard  against  it 
can  do  no  injury.     I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c. 

P.  S.  That  I  may  not  appear  inconsistent,  to  advise 
and  to  act  before  I  obtain  an  opinion,  I  beg  leave  to 
mention,  that  I  shall  move  the  army  to  the  Delaware 
to-morrow  morning,  to  change  their  ground  at  any  rate, 
as  their  present  encampment  begins  to  be  disagreeable, 
and  would  injure  their  health  in  a  short  time.  Our 
forage  also  begins  to  grou  scaice  here 

sailed  for  Charleston;  secondly,  that  it  was  not  e\pediciit  fcr  the  a  my 
to  march  soutliward,  as  it  could  not  po  ibly  arms  at  Charleoton  m 
time  to  afford  any  succour;  thirdly,  that  tlie  ai-my  ohould  move  imme 
diately  towards  the  Horth  River  The  Marqujs  de  Lafeveftf  took  part 
tor  the  first  time  in  the  council  cf  war  comened  on  tins  occasion,  and 
attended  with  the  rank  of  major  general  Congress  appinved  thi'5  dP 
ci'sion,  on  the  same  day  that  the  above  lettei  was  written ,  but  intelligence 
arrived  the  next  morning,  that  the  Bntish  fleet  had  been  seen  far  ip 
the  Chesapeake  Bay,  and  wag  communicated  to  General  Washington  by 
President  Hancock,  in  a  letter  dated  August  22d,  at  half  past  one  o  clocJ 
in  the  afternoon,  as  follows,  "This  moment  an  express  arnied  trom 
Maryland  tl  an  coount  of  near  two  }  und  ed  a  1  of  Teneral  Howe's 
fleet  be  ng  at  anoi  o  the  Chesapeake  Baj  In  co  a  quenoe  of  this 
advice  Cong  ess  ha  e  o  dered  the  immed  ate  emoval  of  the  stores  and 
prisoners  f  om  Lancaste  a  d  \o  k  n  tl  s  Stat  to  places  of  greater 
safety  Th  tell  n-o  uf  u  n  no  1  at  Ij  I  ged  the  plan  of 
operatic 
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TO   MAJOR- GENERAL   PUTNAM. 

Bucks  County,  2i  August,  1777. 
Dear  Sir, 
By  the  enclosed,  which  has  this  moment  come  to 
hand,  you  will  perceive  that  the  enemy's  fleet  have  at 
length  fahly  entered  the  Chesapeake  Bay,  Swan  Point 
being  at  least  two  hundred  miles  from  the  Capes.  I 
desire  you  will  immediately  forward  this  account  to 
Governor  Trumbull,  to  be  by  him  sent  on  eastward. 
As  there  is  not  now  the  least  danger  of  General  Howe's 
going  to  New  England,  I  hope  the  whole  force  of  that 
country  will  turn  out,  and,  by  following  the  great  stroke 
struck  by  General  Stark  near  Bennington,  entirely 
crush  General  Burgoyne,  who  by  his  letter  to  Colonel 
Baum  seems  to  be  in  want  of  almost  every  thing.  I 
hope  you  wih  draw  in  such  a, force  of  milida  as  wUI 
effectually  secure  your  post  against  any  attempt  from 
New  York.  I  shall  be  obliged  to  draw  General  Sullivan 
with  his  division  down  to  me ;  for,  by  General  Howe's 
coming  so  far  up  the  Chesapeake,  he  must  mean  to 
reach  Philadelphia  by  that  route,  though  to  be  sure  it 
is  a  very  strange  one.     I  am,  &c.* 


TO   THE   PRESIDENT   OF   CONGRESS. 

Camp,  at  Cross  Roads,  23  August,  1777. 

Sm, 
I  am  honored  with  your  favor  containing  the  intelli- 
gence of  the  enemy's  arrival  in  the    Chesapeake  Bay, 

*  To  an  inquiry  by  General  Putuam  respecting  tlio  mode  of  treating 
deserters  from  the  enemy.  General  Wasliington  replied,  on  the  J8th  of 
August; — "When  any  deeertere  come  out  from  the  British  army,  they 
liave  been  paid  four  dollars,  and,  if  they  bring  out  tlieir  arms,  ten  dollars 
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and  the  resolution  of  Congress  thereupon.  I  have,  in 
consequence  of  this  accountj  sent  orders  to  General 
Nash  immediately  to  embark  his  brigade  and  Colonel 
Procter's  corps  of  artillery,  if  vessels  can  be  procured 
for  the  purpose,  and  to  proceed  to  Chester ;  or,  if  ves- 
sels cannot  be  provided,  to  hasten  towards  that  place 
by  land  with  all  the  despatch  he  can.  I  have  also 
directed  General  Sulhvan  to  join  this  army  with  his  di- 
vision as  speedily  as  possible,  and  I  have  issued  orders 
for  all  the  troops  here  to  be  in  motion  to-morrow  moin- 
ing  very  early,  with  the  iritention  to  march  them  towards 
Philadelphia  and  onwards.  I  am  happy  to  find  Con- 
gress have  ordered  the  removal  of  the  stores  from 
Lancaster  and  York  to  places  of  greater  safety,  which 
is,  without  doubt,  a  very  proper  and  necessary  measure. 
With  much  respect  and  esteem,  1  have  the  honor  to 
be,  Sir,  your  most  obedient  servant. 


TO   THE   PRESIDENT   OF  CONGRESS. 

23  August,  1777. 

Sir, 
I  beg  leave  to  inform  you,  that  the  ai'my  marched  early 
this  morning,  and  will  encamp,  I  expect,  this  evening 
within  five  or  six  miles  of  Philadelphia.  To-morrow 
morning  it  will  move  again,  and  I  think  to  march  it 
through  the  city,  but  without  halting.  I  am  induced 
to  do  this,  from  the  opinion  of  several  of  my  officers 
and  many  friends  in  Philadelphia,  that  it  may  have 
some  influence  on  the  minds  of  the  disaffected  there, 
and  those  who  are  dupes  to  their  artifices  and  opinions. 

moi'e   fo!'   them.     Be  pleased  in  future  to  pay   those  sums,   and  certify 
upon  tlieir  passes   tliat  tliey  have  heen  paid,   otherwise   they  clKim   it 
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The  march  will  be  down  Front  and  up  Chesnut  street, 
and  I  presume  about  seven  o'clock.  Notwithstanding 
the  arrival  of  the  enemy's  fleet  in  the  Chesapeake  Bay, 
and  the  seeming  probabihty  that  General  Howe  will 
debark  his  troops  and  attempt  something,  yet  I  would 
take  the  liberty  to  mention,  that  I  think  the  several 
works  for  the  defence  of  the  city  should  be  carried  on 
with  the  usual  industry,  and  that  no  pains  should  be 
omitted  to  complete  them.  I  would  also  advise,  that 
the  same  look-outs  for  intelligence  should  be  continued 
at  the  Capes,  and  the  earliest  information  communicated 
of  any  thing  material ;  for,  though  the  fleet  is  in  the 
Chesapeake  Bay,  the  enemy  may  push  in  a  number  of 
vessels  with  troops,  and  malfe  an  effort  to  effect  some 
stroke  against  Philadelphia  by  surprise.  Such  an  event 
does  not  seem  probable  while  they  have  a  larger  show 
of  force  in  a  neighbouring  State;  but  it  will  be  prudent 
to  guard  against  it.     I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c. 


TO   THE   PRESIDENT   OF   COIJGKESS. 

Wilmington,  six  o'clock,  P.  M.,  25  August,  1T77. 

Sir, 
The  enclosed  intelligence  has  just  come  to  my  hands. 
General  Greene's  and  General  Stephen's  divisions  are 
within  a  few  miles  of  this  place.  I  shall  order  them 
to  march  immediately  here.  The  two  other  divisions 
halted  this  day  at  Derby  to  refresh  themselves ;  but 
they  will  come  on  as  expeditiously  as  possible.  There 
are  about  five  hundred  Pennsylvania  militia  at  Chester 
and  Marcus  Hook,  that  are  armed ;  there  is  a  number 
more  unarmed.  I  have  ordered  all  the  armed  imme- 
diately down.  I  do  not  know  what  number  of  mihtia 
of  this  State  is  yet  collected ;  but  I  am  told  they  turn 
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out  with  great  alacrity.  There  is  a  quantity  of  public 
and  private  stores  at  the  Head  of  Elk,  which  I  am 
afraid  will  fall  into  the  enemy's  hands,  if  they  advance 
quickly;  among  others,  there  is  a  considerable  parcel 
of  salt.  Every  attempt  will  be  made  to  save  that. 
When  I  get  my  force  collected,  I  shall  dispose  of  it  in 
the  most  advantageous  manner  in  my  power.  To  this 
end  I  pui-pose  to  view  the  grounds  towards  the  ene- 
my in  the  morning.  I  am  yet  a  stranger  to  them. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c. 


TO   MAJOR-GENERAL  ARMSTRONG.* 

WilmingtoD,  six  o'clock,  P.  M.,  S5  August,  1777. 

Dear  Sib, 

I  have  just  received  information,  that  the  enemy  be- 
gan to  land  this  morning  about  six  miles  below  the 
Head  of  Elk,  opposite  to  Cecil  Court-Housc.  The 
informant  says  he  saw  two  thousand  men,  but  he  may 
be  mistaken  as  to  the  number.  I  desire  you  to  send 
off  every  man  of  the  militia  under  your  command,  that 
is  properly  armed,  as  quick  as  possible.  If  they  were 
to  begin  their  march  this  night  while  it  is  cool,  it  would 
be  the  better.  They  are  to  proceed  to  Wilmington, 
where  they  will  receive  orders  for  their  destination.  I 
desne  you  will  immediately  send  for  General  Potter, 
and  give  him  directions  to  come  to  me  with  all  possible 
expedition.  You  must  supply  his  place  in  the  best 
manner  you  can.  The  first  attempts  of  the  enemy  will 
be  to  seize  horses,  carriages,  and  cattle  with  light  par- 
ties, and  we  must  endeavour  to  check  them  at  their  out- 
set. Whatever  milida  are  at  Philadelphia,  and  equip- 
ped, should  be  ordered  down  immediately.  I  am,  &c. 
*  Commanding  the  Pennsylvania  militia.. 
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TO    THE    PRESIDEN'T    01*'    COI^'GRESS. 

Wilmington,  97  August,  1777. 

Sir, 
I  this  moraing  returned  from  the  Head  of  Elk,  which 
I  left  last  night.  In  respect  to  the  enemy,  I  have 
nothing  new  to  communicate.  They  remain  where  they 
debarked  first.  I  could  not  find  out  from  inquiry  what 
number  is  landed,  nor  form  an  estimate  of  it  from  the 
distant  view  I  had  of  their  encampment.  But  few  tents 
were  to  be  seen  from  Iron  Hill  and  Gray's  Hill,  which  are 
the  only  eminences  about  Elk.  I  am  happy  to  inform 
you,  that  all  the  public  stores  are  removed  from  thence, 
except  about  seven  thousand  bushels  of  corn.  This  I 
urged  the  commissary  there  to  get  oif  as  soon  as  pos- 
sible, and  hope  it  will  be  effected  in  the  course  of  a  few 
days,  if  the  enemy  should  not  prevent  it,  which  then* 
situation  gives  them  but  too  easy  an  opportunity  of 
doing.  The  scarcity  of  teams  in  proportion  to  the  de- 
mand will  render  the  removal  rather  tedious,  though 
I  have  directed  the  quartermaster  to  send  some  from 
hence  to  expedite  the  measure.  A  part  of  the  Dela- 
ware militia  is  stationed  there;*  and  about  nine  hundred 
more  from  Pennsylvania  are  now  on  the  march  that 
way.  I  also  intended  to  move  part  of  the  army  that 
way  to-day,  but  am  under  the  necessity  of  deferring  it 
tin  their  arms  are  put  in  order,  and  they  are  furnished 
with  ammunition,  both  having  been  greatly  injured  by 
the  heavy  rains  that  fell  yesterday  and  last  night. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c. 

*  General  Rodney  commanded  the  Delaware  militia.  General  Waah- 
jngton  wrote  to  Mm;  —  "For  the  present  you  cam  do  no  more  than 
keep  scouts  and  patrols  towaida  the  enemy,  to  watch  their  motions;  but 
as  Boon  as  you  are  joined  by  more  force  from  this  State,  by  the  militia 
of  the  Eastern  Shore  of  Maryland,  and  by  Richardson's  battalion,  I  would 
have  yon  move  as  near  the  enemy  as  you  can  with  safety." 
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TO   MAJOE-GEKERAL   SULLIVAS^. 

Wilmington,  27  August,  Yitl. 

Sir, 
I  have  received  your  two  favors,  informing  me  of 
the  particulars  of  an  expedition  you  have  lately  made 
to  Staten  Island.  It  is  unfortunate,  that  an  aifair,  which 
had  so  prosperous  a  beginning,  should  have  terminated 
so  disagreeably,  as  in  a  great  measure  to  defeat  the 
good  consequences,  that  might  have  attended  it.  I  am 
however  glad  to  hear,  that  the  officers  and  men  distin- 
guished themselves  by  their  good  behaviour;  and,  if 
there  are  any,  who  behaved  more  remarkably  well  than 
others,  I  should  be  happy  to  take  all  the  notice  of  them 
consistent  with  propriety,  that  their  conduct  may  ap- 
pear to  merit.  I  am  not  sufficiently  acquainted  with 
circumstances  to  form  a  certain  judgment  of  what  might 
have  been  expected  from  the  expedition ;  but  from  the 
view  1  have  of  them,  and  from  your  own  representation 
of  the  matter,  the  situation  of  the  enemy  seems  to  have 
been  such,  as  affi^rded  an  opportunity  of  reaping  much 
more  decisive  advantages  than  were  in  fact  gained.* 

As  your  division  must  no  doubt  have  been  greatly 
harassed  by  this  movement,  their  health  might  be  very 
much  injured  by  pushing  them  too  hard  in  their  march 
to  join  me.  I  would  therefore  wish  you  to  spare  them 
as  much  as  may  be  necessary  to  avoid  that  inconveni- 
ence; at  the  same  time  there  ought  to  be  no  delay, 
but  what  a  proper  attention  to  the  health  arid  accom- 
modation of  the  men  really  demands.    I  am,  &c. 

*  See  a  particular  accomit  of  General  Sullivan's  expottitiou  to  Staten 
bland,  in  Marshall's  Ufi  of  WasMnglon,  Vol.  III.  p.  135;  The  plaji, 
which  waa  well  concerted,  and  in  the  beginning  well  executed,  did  not 
succeed  according  to  the  expectations  of  tho  commander,  nor  was  the 
result  satiafactoiy  to  the  public. 
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TO   THE   PRKSIDEKT   OF   CONGRESS. 

IIcad-Quavtcrs,  Wilmington,  38  August,  1777. 

Sir, 

Having  endeavoured,  at  the  solicitation  of  Count 
Pulaski,  to  think  of  some  mode  for  employing  him  in 
our  service,  there  is  none  occurs  to  me  liable  to  so 
few  inconveniences  and  exceptions,  as  giving  him  the 
command  of  the  horse.  This  department  is  Still  with- 
out a  head ;  as  I  have  not,  in  the  present  deficiency  of 
brigadiers  with  the  army,  thought  it  advisable  to  take 
one  from  the  foot  for  that  command.  The  nature  of 
the  horse  service  with  us  being  such,  that  they  com- 
monly act  in  detachments,  a  general  officer  with  theiii 
is  less  necessary  than  at  the  head  of  the  brigades  of 
infantry.  In  the  absence  of  General  Smallwood,  who 
is  ordered  to  put  himself  at  the  head  of  the  Maryland 
mUitia,  we  shall  have  two  brigades  without  general  offi- 
cers. But  though  the  horse  will  suffer  less  from  the 
want  of  a  general  officer  than  the  foot,  a  man  of  real 
capacity,  experience,  and  knowledge  in  that  service, 
might  be  extremely  useful.  The  Count  appears,  by 
his  recommendations,  to  have  sustained  no  inconsider- 
able military  character  in  his  own  country ;  and  as  the 
principal  attention  in  Poland  has  been  for  some  time 
past  paid  to  the  cavalry,  it  is  to  be  presumed  this 
gentleman  is  not  unacquainted  with  it.  I  submit  it  to 
Congress  how  far  it  may  be  eligible  to  confer  the  ap- 
pointment I  have  mentioned  upon  him;  they  will  be 
sensible  of  all  the  objections  attending  the  measure, 
without  my  particularizing  them,  and  can  determine 
accordingly. 

This  gentleman,  we  are  told,  has  been,  like  us,  en- 
gaged in  defending  the  hberty  and  independence  of 
his  country,  and  has  sacrificed  his  fortune  to  his  zeal 
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for  those  objects.  He  derives  from  hence  a  title  to  our 
respect,  that  ought  to  operate  in  his  favor,  as  far  as  the 
good  of  the  service  will  permit;  but  it  can  never  be 
expected  vi^e  should  lose  sight  of  this. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c.* 


TO   THE   PRESIDENT   OF   CONGRESS. 

Head-duartei's,  Wilmington,  29  August,  1777, 

Sir, 

On  my  return  to  this  place  last  evening  from  White- 
Clay  Creek,  I  was  honored  with  yours  of  the  27th,  with 
sundry  resolves  of  Congress,  to  which  I  shall  pay  due 
attention.  The  enemy  advanced  a  part  of  their  army 
yesterday  to  Gray's  Hill,  about  two  miles  on  this  side 
of  Elk,  whether  with  intent  to  talse  post  there,  or  to 
cover  while  they  remove  what  stores  they  found  in  the 
town,  I  cannot  yet  determine.  I  do  not  know  what 
quantity  of  private  jiroperty  remained;  but  of  the  public 
there  were  several  thousand  bushels  of  corn  and  oats, 

^  Dr.  Fi-anldin  wroto  as  follows  to  General  Washington,  in  a  letter 
dated  at  Paiis,  May  29th. 

"  Coant  Pulaski  of  Poland,  an  officer  famous  throughout  Europe  for 
his  hravery  and  conduct  in  defence  of  the  liberties  of  his  country  against 
tlie  three  great  ioYading'  poivers  of  Russia,  Austria,  and  Prussia,  will 
have  the  honor  of  delivering  this  into  your  Excellency's  hands.  The 
Court  here  have  encouraged  and  promoted  his  voyage,  from  an  opinion, 
that  he  may  he  highly  useful  in  our  service,  Mr.  Deane  has  written 
so  fiilly  concerning  him,  that  I  need  not  enlarge;  and  I  only  add  aiy 
wishes,  that  he  may  find  in  our  armies  under  your  Excellency  occasions 
of  distinguishing  himself." 

Hitherto  there  had  been  no  ofiicer  of  cavalry  higher  tlian  a  colonel. 
The  command  of  that  branch  of  the  army  was  offered  by  Wasliington 
to  General  Joseph  Reed,  after  he  had  been  appointed  a  brigadier  by 
Congress,  but  he  declined  accepting  the  commission.  In  consequence 
of  the  above  recommendation.  Count  Pulaski  was  appointed  to  the  com- 
mand of  the  horse,  on  the  15th  of  September,  with  the  rank  of  brigadier- 
general. 

VOL.  V.  7  E 
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which  might  have  been  removed  also,  had  not  most  of 
the  teams  in  the  country  been  employed  by  private 
persons  in  bringing  off  very  valuable  goods.  Our  light 
parties  yesterday  took  between  thirty  and  forty  prison- 
ers. Twelve  deserters  from  the  navy  and  eight  from 
the  army  have  already  come  in ;  but  they  are  able  to 
give  us  very  lltde  intelUgence.  They  generally  agree, 
that  then'  troops  are  healthy,  but  that  their  horses  suf- 
fered very  much  by  the  voyage.  By  a  letter  from 
General  Gates,  which  you  were  pleased  to  transmit  to 
me  yesterday,  he  requests  that  commissions  may  be 
sent  to  Brigadiers  Glover,  Poor,  and  Paterson,  which 
I  beg  the  favor  of  you  to  do  by  the  return  express. 
The  two  last  lost  theirs  with  their  baggage  at  Ticonde- 
roga,  and  General  Glover  had  none. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &,c. 


TO   THE   PRESIDENT   OP   CONGRESS. 

Wilmington,  30  August,  1777. 

Sm, 

Since  I  had  the  honor  of  addressing  you  yesterday, 
nothing  of  importance  has  occurred,  and  the  enemy 
remain  as  they  theii  were.  I  was  reconnoitring  the 
country  and  different  roads  all  yesterday,  and  am  now 
setting  out  on  the  same  business  again.  Sensible  of 
the  advantages  of  light  troops,  I  have  formed  a  corps 
under  the  command  of  a  brigadier,  by  drafting  a  hun- 
dred from  each  brigade,  which  is  to  be  constantly  near 
the  enemy,  and  to  give  them  every  possible  annoyance. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c. 

Ten  o'clock.  —  This  minute  twenty-four  British  pris- 
oners arrived,  taken  yesterday  by  Captain  Lee  of  the 
light-horse. 
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TO   THE   PEESIDENT   OF   CONGRESS. 

Wilmington,  1  Siiptembor,  1777. 

Sib, 

The  latest  and  most  material  intelligence,  which  I 
have  obtained  respecting  the  enemy,  you  will  find  in  the 
enclosed  papers,  which  I  do  myself  the  honor  of  trans- 
mitting to  you.  How  far  the  enemy  have  it  in  view  to 
extend  themselves  in  a  line  from  bay  to  bay,  I  cannot 
determine,  but  the  idea  has  taken  place  with  many ; 
and  it  is  said  to  be  founded  on  their  hints  to  some 
persons,  who,  from  accident  in  some  instances,  and 
perhaps  choice  in  others,  have  had  a  more  familiar  in- 
tercourse with  them.  I  cannot  suppose  they  have  any 
such  design,  or,  if  they  have,  that  it  can  be  more  than 
temporary  for  procuring  supplies  of  provisions. 

General  Howe's  Declaration  is  agreeable  to  his  con- 
stant usage,  and  is  what  we  raight  reasonably  expect. 
The  only  difference  is,  the  present  exhibition  is  styled  a 
"  Declaration."  It  is  another  effort  to  seduce  the  people 
to  give  up  their  rights,  and  to  encourage  our  soldiery 
to  desert.*  The  facts  contained  in  the  deposition  of 
Francis  Alexander,  which  you  have  also  enclosed,  seem 
to  be  opposed  to  that  regularity  and  discipline,  which 
are  promised  by  the  Declaration.    Yesterday  there  was 

*  Tliis  Declaration  ivaa  issued  on  the  27th  of  Aug-ust,  at  the  Head  of 
EIlc,  and  differed  from  a  Proclamation  in  notliing  hut  tile  name.  Gen- 
eral Howe  assured  the  inhabitants,  that  the  strictest  orders  had  been 
given  for  the  preservation  of  regularity  and  discipline  among  the  soldiers, 
and  that  the  severest  punishment  would  be  inflicted  on  any  one,  who 
should  dare  to  plunder  their  property  or  molest  their  persons.  He  more- 
over declared,  that  security  and  protection  would  be  extended  to  all 
persons,  who  should  remain  peaceably  at  then"  usual  places  of  abode ; 
and  he  promised  pardon  to  those,  who  had  taken  an  active  part  in  the 
rebellion,  provided  they  should  voluntarily  return  to  their  allegiance,  and 
surrender  themselves  to  any  detachment  of  the  King's  forces  within  a 
specified  time. 
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some  skirmishing  between  one  of  our  advanced  parties 
and  one  of  the  enemy's,  in  which  they  were  obliged  to 
retreat,  with  the  loss  of  an  officer  and  three  men  killed, 
according  to  report.  We  had  one  private  wounded. 
I  have  received  no  pai'ticular  accounts  respecting  the 
Maryland  Eastern  Shore  militia;  from  the  best  infor- 
mation I  have,  a  great  many  are  w«ll  disposed  to  turn 
out,  but  arc  prevented  from  giving  their  aid  through 
the  want  of  arms.  Apprehending  that  the  militia  there 
would  stand  in  need  of  an  officer  to  arrange  them,  I 
wrote  to  General  Cadwalader,  requesting  his  good  offi- 
ces, which  I  am  told  have  been  exerted.  Colonel  Gist 
is  now  gone  down,  and  I  expect  will  move  on  as  soon 
as  possible,  with  such  as  are  armed,  towards  the  enemy. 
General  Smallwood  is  gone  to  take  the  command  of 
those  on  the  Western  Shore,  of  whom  I  hear  many  are 
coUecting;  but  I  have  no  authentic  advices  on  the  sub- 
ject.    I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &.c. 


TO   THE    PRESIDENT   OP   CONGRESS. 

Wilmington,  eight  o'clock,  P.  M.,  3  September,  1777. 

Sre, 
I  have  this  minute  returned  to  head-quarters,  where 
I  foimd  your  favor  of  this  date,  with  the  resolves  re- 
specting General  Sullivan,  and  Colonel  Richardson's 
battalion.  I  had  conversed  with  General  Sullivan  upon 
the  subject,  and  observed  to  him  that  it  was  necessary 
an  inquiry  should  be  had  relative  to  the  affair  of  Staten 
Island,  as  his  conduct  was  censured,  and  much  dissads- 
faction  prevailed.  He  was  sensible  of  the  propriety  of 
the  measure,  and  expressed  a  desire  that  it  should  take 
place,  provided  he  could  have  the  benefit  of  General 
Smallwood's  testimony,  who  was  on  the  expedition. 
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That  gentleman  happens  at  this  time  to  be  in  Maryland, 
which  must  necessarily  delay  the  inquiry,  unless  some 
mode  can  be  agreed  upon  for  obtaining  his  sentiments 
upon  the  matter.* 

This  morning  the  enemy  came  out,  with  a  consider- 
able force  and  three  pieces  of  artillery,  against  our  light 
advanced  corps,  and,  after  some  pretty  smart  skirmish- 
ing, obliged  them  to  retreat,  being  far  inferior  in  number, 
and  without  cannon.  The  loss  on  either  side  is  not  yet 
ascertained ;  ours,  though  not  exactly  known,  is  not 
very  considerable;  theirs,  we  have  reason  to  believe, 
was  much  greater,  as  some  of  our  parties,  composed  of 
expert  marksmen,  had  opportunities  of  giving  them 
several  close,  well-directed  fires,  more  particularly  in 
one  instance,  when  a  body  of  riflemen  formed  a  kind  of 
ambuscade.  They  advanced  about  two  miles  this  side 
of  Iron  Hill,  and  then  withdrew  to  that  place,  leaving  a 
picket  at  Couch's  Mill,  about  a  mile  in  front.  Our  par- 
ties now  lie  at  White-Clay  Creek,  except  the  advanced 
pickets,  which  are  at  Christiana  Bridge.  On  Monday  a 
large  detachment  of  the  enemy  landed  at  Cecil  Court- 
House ;  and  this  morning  I  had  advice  of  their  having 
advanced  on  the  IV'ewcastle  road  as  far  as  Carson's 
tavern.  Parties  of  horse  were  sent  out  to  reconnoitre 
them,  which  went  three  miles  beyond  the  Red  Lion, 
hut  could  neither  see  nor  hear  of  them ;  whence  I  con- 
jecture they  filed  off  by  a  road  to  theu-  left,  and  fell  in 
with  their  main  body.  The  design  of  then'  movement 
this  morning  seems  to  have  been  to  disperse  our  light 
troops,  who  had  been  troublesome  to  them,  and  to  gain 

*  Rumors  had  circulated  to  tJie  disadvantage  of  General  SullivaE,  in 
regard  to  his  expedition  against  Statcn  Island,  and  Congress  had  directed 
General  Washington  to  appoint  a  court  of  inquiry  to  investigate  the 
matter,  and  vepovt  thereon.  —  Journals,  Sepien^er  1st. 
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possession  of  Iron  Hill,  to  estabish  a  post  most  probably 
for  covering  their  retreat  in  case  of  accidents. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  Stc* 


TO   BRIGADIER- GENERAL  MAXWELL. 

Wilmington,  5  September,  1777. 

Sir, 
I  send  you  herewith  two  letters  for  Lord  and  Gen- 
eral Howe,  which  you  will  immediately  transmit  by  a 
flag  to  the  latter.  Let  some  decent  ofRcer  go  with  the 
flag.t  I  have  heard  a  report  of  one  of  our  militia  parties 
firing  upon  a  flag  that  came  from  the  enemy.  I  wish 
you  to  inquire  into  the  matter,  and,  if  you  find  it  true, 
make  a  proper  apology  for  it  to  General  Howe,  and 

**  At  this  C1I91S  the  Congress  recommended  to  the  Executive  Council 
of  Pennayliania,  that  all  (ie  miLtia  in  the  State  should  be  ordered  to 
hold  Iheniselves  m  readiness  to  match  at  a  moment  s  ii  arning ;  and  also 
to  the  Governor  of  Npw  Jeitey  that  he  should  older  out  forthwith  three 
thousand  tf  the  militia  of  that  fetatc,  f  r  the  purpose  of  reinforcing  the 
army,  and  that  tliey  ahoild  rendezvous  with  at  much  despatch  as  pos- 
sible at  Bristol  President  Hancock  iirotP  to  Governor  Livingston,  le- 
questing  in  the  name  ot  the  Tongreso,  th^t  he  would  appoint  General 
Di'^lunson  to  command  the^e  militia,  end  expreo  ing  confidence  in  his 
abilities  and  de'\otednees  to  the  ca  ise 

f  The  letter  to  Generii  Howe  waa  writtpn  merely  to  enclose  a  dupli- 
cate of  the  one  dated  July  ICth  reapeut  ng  an  exchange  of  General 
Prcscott  for  General  Lee  No  ansnei  had  a^  yet  been  received  by 
General  Washington  to  that  letter  but  the  follow  ng  reply  was  imme- 
diately returned  dated  &eptombi.r  Gth 
«  Sir, 

"I  am  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  joir  letter  of  yesterday's  date, 
enclosing  a  copy  of  another  of  the  16th  of  Julj ,  the  original  of  wliich 
was  received  at  sea  In  answei  theieto  I  ari  tu  mform  you,  that  when 
you  fdffl,  your  engagements  by  a  general  exchange  of  the  officers  in 
your  possession,  and  ha've  returned  tiie  soldiers  now  retained  as  prison- 
era,  lor  those  alieadj  s  nt  in  bj  me  I  shall  constnt  to  your  proposition 
for  the  exchange  ot  General  Lee  'W  ith  dtie  respect,  I  am,  Sir,  &c. 
"W.  Howe." 
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Strictly  forbid  any  similar  infringement  of  the  rules  of 
propriety  for  the  future ;  provided  these  steps  have  not 
been  already  taken.  As  you  have  given  me  no  infor- 
mation of  such  an  incident,  I  suppose  the  report  must 
have  been  without  foundation;  but  I  mention  this,  lest 
it  might  have  happened,  as  I  should  wish,  of  all  things, 
to  avoid  giving  any  cause  of  complaint  in  this  way. 

I  should  be  glad  to  hear  how  the  enemy  are  situated, 
and  what  they  seem  to  be  about.  Send  out  reconnoi- 
tring parties  under  good,  intelhgent  officers,  to  inspect 
the  different  parts  of  their  camp,  and  gain  as  exact  an 
insight  as  possible  into  their  circumstances,  and  let  me 
know  the  result  of  their  observations.  Endeavour  also 
to  procure  some  of  the  country  people  in  the  neigh- 
bourhood, in  whom  you  can  repose  confidence,  to  go 
into  their  lines  and  make  what  discoveries  they  can- 
As  an  inducement  to  this,  they  must  be  properly  re- 
warded.    I  am,  Sir,  &lc. 


TO   MAJOR-GENERAL  HEATH. 

Wilmington,  7  September,  1777. 

Dear  Sir, 
Since  General  Howe's  debarkation  in  Elk  River  he 
has  moved  on  about  seven  miles ;  his  main  body  now 
lies  at  Iron  Hill,  and  ours  near  a  village  called  Newport. 
In  this  position  the  armies  are  from  eight  to  ten  miles 
apart.  It  is  yet  very  uncertain  what  General  Howe's 
plan  of  operations  wiU  be.  Some  imagine  that  he  will 
extend  himself  from  the  head  waters  of  the  Chesa- 
peake to  the  Delaware,  and  by  these  means  not  only 
cut  oif  the  counties  on  the  Eastern  Shore  of  Maryland, 
and  two  of  those  belonging  to  the  Delaware  State,  from 
affording  us  any  assistance,  but  will  secure  the  horses, 
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cattle,  and  forage,  of  which  there  are  considerable  quan- 
tities in  that  country.  This,  in  my  opinion,  considering 
how  far  the  campaign  is  already  advanced,  would  talte 
up  more  time  than  he  could  spare.  For,  supposing  him 
able  to  form  such  an  extension,  he  would  be  as  far 
from  Philadelphia  as  he  is  at  present,  and  he  would  be 
subject  to  an  attack  upon  some  part  of  his  Mne,  which, 
from  its  length,  could  not  be  properly  supported.  A 
few  days  past  he  advanced  two  or  three  miles  forward, 
during  which  there  was  pretty  sharp  skirmishing  be- 
tween our  light  troops  and  his  van.  We  had  about 
forty  killed  and  wounded,  and  I  imagine  the  enemy 
had  considerably  more,  as  ours  were  thinly  posted  be- 
hind cover,  and  they  were  in  column.     I  am,  &c. 


TO   THE   PHESIDEKT   OF   CONGRESS. 

Eiglit  Miles  from  Wilmington,  9  September,  1777, 

Sir, 
The  enemy  advanced  yesterday  with  a  seeming  in- 
tention of  attacking  us  upon  our  post  near  ^Newport. 
We  waited  for  them  the  whole  day ;  but  they  halted  in 
the  evening  at  a  place  called  Milltown,  about  two  miles 
from  us.  Upon  reconnoitrmg  their  situation,  it  appeared 
probable  that  they  only  meant  to  amuse  us  in  front, 
while  their  real  intent  was  to  march  by  our  right,  and, 
by  suddenly  passing  the  Brandywine  and  gaining  the 
heights  upon  the  north  side  of  that  river,  get  between 
us  and  Philadelphia,  and  cut  us  off  from  that  city.  To 
prevent  this,  it  was  judged  expedient  to  change  our 
position  immediately.  The  army  accordingly  marched 
at  two  o'clock  this  morning,  and  will  take  post  this 
evening  upon  the  high  grounds  near  Chad's  Ford.  We 
liave  heard  nothing  circumstantial  from  the  enemy  thi.'* 
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day.    When  I  do,  I  shall  immediately  transmit  to  you 
an  account.     I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c.* 


TO   THE   PRESIDENT   OF   CONGRESS- 

Clioster,  twelve  o'clock  at  Night,  11  September,  1777, 

Sir, 
I  am  sorry  to  inform  you,  that,  in  this  day's  engage- 
ment, we  have  been  obliged  to  leave  the  enemy  masters 
of  the  field.  Unfortunately  the  intelligence  received,  of 
the  enemy's  advancing  up  the  Brandywine  and  cross- 
ing at  a  ford  about  six  miles  above  us,  was  uncertain 
and  contradictory,  notwithstanding  all  my  pains  to  get 
the  best.  This  prevented  me  from  making  a  dispo- 
sition adequate  to  the  force  with  which  the  enemy 
attacked  us  on  our  right ;  in  consequence  of  which, 
the  troops  first  engaged  were  obliged  to  retire  before 
they  could  be  reinforced.     In  the  midst  of  the  attack 

*  On  the  11th  of  September,  Colonel  Harason,  the  Secretary  of  Gen- 
eral Washington,  wrote  aa  follows  to  the  President  of  Oongresa  from 
Chad's  Ford. 

" Eight  o'clock,  A.M.  —  Th'^  enemy  are  now  advnncing  Then  present 
appqaranoe  indicates  a  diopoBition  to  pursue  thio  route  If  they  do,  I 
trust  they  will  meet  with  a  iiutable  rereption,  and  such  as  n  ill  estahbsh 
our  liberties.  They  are  doiv  advanced  nenr  the  Brandywine,  ind  hive 
fired  several  pieces  of  aitilleij 

"Kiie  o'clock,  P.  M.  —  When  I  had  the  honoi  of  addi  easing  v^u  this 
morning,  I  mentioned  that  the  enemy  were  ad\-uicmg,  and  had  begun 
a  cannonade.  I  would  now  beg  leave  to  inform  you,  that  they  have 
kept  up  a  brisk  fire  from  their  artillery  ever  since  Their  advanced 
party  was  attacked  by  our  light  tioops  under  General  Maxwell,  who 
crossed  the  Brandywine  for  that  puipose,  and  had  po-ted  his  men  on 
some  high  grounds  on  each  oide  of  the  road  The  file  from  our  people 
was  not  of  long  duration,  as  the  enemy  prcsed  on  in  fuioe,  but  was 
very  severe.  What  loss  the  enemy  sustained  cannot  be  ascertained  with 
precision ;  but,  from  our  situation  and  the  brisl  neas  cf  the  attai,li,  it  is 
the  general  opinion,  paiticulaily  of  those  who  were  engaged,  tint  they 
had  at  least  tliree  hundred  men  lall^d  anl  wounded  Our  damaae  is 
VOL.  V.  8 
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on  the  right,  that  body  of  the  enemy,  which  remained 
on  the  other  side  of  Chad's  Ford,  crossed  it,  and  attack- 
ed the  division  there  under  the  command  of  General 
Wayne,  and  the  light  troops  under  General  Maxwell, 
who,  after  a  severe  conflict,  also  retired.  The  militia 
under  the  command  of  General  Armstrong,  being  posted 
at  a  ford  about  two  miles  below  Chad's,  had  no  oppor- 
tunity of  engaging. 

But  though  we  fought  under  many  disadvantages, 
and  were,  from  the  causes  above  mentioned,  obliged  to 
retire,  yet  our  loss  of  men  is  not,  I  am  persuaded,  very 
considerable ;  I  believe  much  less  than  the  enemy's. 
We  have  also  lost  seven  or  eight  pieces  of  cannon,  ac- 
cording to  the  best  information  I  can  at  present  obtain. 
The  baggage,  having  been  previously  moved  off,  is  all 
secure,  saving  the  men's  blankets,  which  being  at  their 
backs,  many  of  them  doubdess  are  lost.  I  have  direct- 
ed all  the  troops  to  assemble  behind  Chester,  where 
they  are  now  arranging  for  this  night.     Notwithstanding 

not  exactly  known ;  but,  from  the  best  accounts  we  liave  been  able  to 
obtain,  it  does  not  exceed  fifty  in  the  whole, 

"  After  this  affair,  the  enemy  halted  upon  the  heights,  where  tliey  have 
xemidned  ever  since,  except  a  detachment  of  them  which  filed  off  about 
eleven  o'clock  from  their  left,  and  which  has  since  passed  the  Brandywine 
at  Jones's  Ford,  between  five  and  six  miles  above  Chad's.  The  amount 
of  it  is  not  known,  the  accounts  respecting  it  being  vaiious,  some  mak- 
ing it  two  or  thi'ee  thousand  strong,  and  others  more.  Generals  Sullivan, 
Stirling,  and  Stephen,  with  their  divisions,  are  gone  in  pursuit,  and  to 
attack  it  if  they  can  with  any  prospect  of  success.  There  has  been  a 
scattering,  loose  fire  between  our  parties  on  eacli  side  of  the  creek  since 
the  action  in  the  morning,  which  just  now  became  warm,  when  General 
Maxwell  passed  over  with  his  corps,  and  drove  theni  from  their  ground 
with  the  loss  of  thirty  men  left  dead  on  the  spot  (among  them  a  captain 
of  the  forty-ninth),  and  a  number  of  intrenciiing  tools  with  which  they 
were .  throwing  up  a  battery.  At  half  after  four  o'clock,  the  enemy  at- 
tacked General  Sullivan  at  the  ford  next  above  this,  and  the  action  has 
been  very  violent  ever  since.  It  still  continues.  A  very  severe  can- 
nonade has  begun  here  too ;  and  I  suppose  we  shall  liave  a  very  hot 
evening.    I  hope  it  will  be  a  happy  one." 


,di„Google 


,di„Google 


,di„Google 


PartIL]      the   AMERICAN    REVOLUTION.  09 

the  misfortune  of  the  day,  I  am  happy  to  find  the  troops 
in  good  spirits  ;  and  I  hope  another  time  we  shall  com- 
pensate for  the  losses  now  sustained.  The  Marquis  de 
Lafayette  was  wounded  in  the  leg,*  and  General  Wood- 
ford in  the  hand;  divers  other  officers  were  wounded, 
and  some  slain ;  but  the  numbers  of  either  cannot  now 
be  ascertained.    I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c. 

P.  S.  It  has  not  been  in  my  power  to  send  you 
earlier  intelligence,  the  present  being  the  first  leisure 
moment  I  have  had  since  the  action.t 


TO   THD   PKiSSIDEST   OF  COWGEESS. 

Head-Quarters,  Germantown,  13  September,  1777. 

Sir, 
I  have  been  honored  with  your  favor  of  this  date. 
I  heartily  wish  the  works  on  the  Delaware  were  com- 
pleted;, but  I  think,  and  in  this  opinion  my  officers 
concur,  that  the  service  will  be  injured  if  any  part  of 
the  Continental  troops  were  now  to  be  employed  about 
them.  If  we  should  be  able  to  oppose  General  Howe 
with  success  in  the  field,  the  works  will  be  unneces- 
sary ;  if  not,  and  he  should  force  us  from  hence,  he  will 
certainly  possess  himself  of  them.  But,  to  prevent  his 
attempting  it  now,  I  have  directed  the  meadows  on 
Province  Island  to  be  overflowed  immediately,  and  any 
other  grounds  that  may  be  thought  necessary  for  that 
purpose.  The  works  have  been  more  particularly  made 
under  the  direction  of  Monsieur  Ducoudray,  and  I  doubt 
not  he  wUI  pay  every  attention  to  their  completion  and 
security,  that  the  situation  of  affairs  will  admit.  A  part 
of  the  militia  under  General  Armstrong  will  be  posted 
*  See  Appendix,  No.  I.  t  Appbsdis,  No.  H. 
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along  the  Schuylkill,  to  throw  up  redoubts  at  the  dif- 
ferent fords,  which  will  be  occasionally  occupied  while 
I  move  to  the  other  side  with  the  main  body  of  the 
army.*  This  disposition  appears  to  be  most  eligible, 
from  a  consideration  of  all  circumstances,  and  better 
than  if  any  part  of  our  present  force  was  to  be  em- 
ployed at  the  forts.  If  further  reinforcements  of  the 
militia  should  come  in,  they  perhaps  may  be  more 
properly  assigned  to  that  business,  than  any  we  now 
have. 

Your  letter  respecting  General  Deborre  just  now 
came  to  hand.  I  shall  transmit  to  him  a  copy  of  it 
and  of  the  resolutions.  There  can  be  no  court  of  in- 
quiry into  his  conduct  at  this  time.  As  soon  as  the 
state  of  the  army  will  admit,  it  will  be  done-f 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c. 


TO   THE   PRESIDENT   OP   CONGRESS. 

Buck  Tavern,  three  o'clock,  P.  M.,  15  September,  1777. 

Sir, 
Your  i'avor  of  yesterday,  with  its  several  enclosures, 
came  to  hand  last  night.     Though  I  would  willingly 

*  General  Joseph  Reed  jLBaJBted  General  Armstrong,  as  a  volunteer, 
in  selecting  the  proper  places  for  redoubts  at  the  fords  of  the  Schuyl- 
tell.  He  was  well  acquainted  with  the  grounds,  and  applied  himself 
with  liis  usual  promptness  and  energy  in  rendering  every  service  in  his 
power.  Wlule  thus  engaged  he  was  appointed  a  delegate  to  the  Con- 
tinental CongreM  from  Pennsylvania. 

f  The  conduct  of  General  Deborce  in  the  action  on  the  Brandywinc 
was  disapproved.  He  commanded  a  brigade  in  General  Sullivan's  dt- 
visioD.  By  a  vote  of  Congress  ha  was  recalled  from  the  army,  till  the 
charges  against  him  should  be  investigated.  The  next  day  he  waited 
on  the  President,  and  resigned  his  commission.  Being  a  foreigner  he 
seemed  hut  little  acquainted  with  the  habits  of  the  American  people, 
and  he  liad  previously  committed  faults  or  indiscretions  in  his  military 
capacity,  which  subjected  him  to  censure. 
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pay  every  attention  to  the  resolutions  of  Congress,  yet, 
in  the  late  instance  respecting  the  recall  of  General 
Sullivan,  I  must  beg  leave  to  defer  giving  any  order 
about  it,  till  I  hear  further  from  that  honorable  body. 
Our  situation  at  this  time  is  critical  and  delicate ;  and 
nothing  should  be  done  to  add  to  its  embarrassments. 
We  are  now  most  probably  on  the  point  of  another 
action ;  and  to  derange  the  army,  by  withdrawing  so 
many  general  officers  from  it,  may  and  must  be  attend- 
ed with  many  disagreeable  if  not  rubious  consequences. 
Such  a  proceeding  at  another  time  might  not  produce 
any  bad  effects;  but  how  can  the  army  be  possibly 
conducted  with  a  prospect  of  success,  if  the  general 
officers  are  taken  off  in  the  moment  of  battle  ?  Con- 
gress may  rely  upon  it,  such  a  measure  will  not  pro- 
mote but  injure  the  service. 

It  is  not  my  wish  to  prevent  or  to  delay  a  proper 
inquiry  into  General  Sulhvan's  conduct  a  single  instant, 
when  the  circumstances  of  the  army  will  admit;  but 
now  they  prohibit  it,  and,  I  think,  the  suspension  in  his 
command  also.  The  recall  of  General  St.  Clair  obliged 
me  to  part  with  General  Lincoln,  whom  I  could  but  ill 
spare ;  so  that  the  whole  charge  of  his  division  is  now 
upon  General  Wayne,  there  being  no  other  brigadier  in 
It  than  himself.  The  Maryland  troops,  if  General  Sul- 
livan is  taken  away,  will  not  have  one  general  officer. 
General  Smallwood  being  at  the  head  of  the  militia  com- 
ing from  that  State,  and  General  Deborre  suspended. 
Added  to  this,  Colonel  Gist,  who  commands  one  regi- 
ment of  them,  is  now  absent  from  it  by  order.  In  a  word, 
Sir,  whether  the  charges  alleged  against  General  Sulli- 
van are  true  or  false,  and  whether  his  conduct  has  been 
exceptionable  or  not,  I  am  satisfied  the  resolution  for 
his  recall  at  this  time  was  unhappily  adopted,  and,  if 
carried  into  execution,  will  not  fail  to  add  new  diffi- 
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cuUies  to  our  present  distresses ;  and  I  am  obliged  to 
observe,  in  justice  to  my  own  character,  that  I  cannot 
be  answerable  for  the  consequences,  which  may  arise 
from  a  want  of  officers  to  assist  me.* 

It  gives  me  great  pleasure  to  find  General  Gates  is 
on  so  respectable  a  footing;  and  I  hope  our  affairs  in 
that  quarter,  in  the  course  of  a  little  time,  will  be  En  as 
prosperous  a  train  as  we  could  reasonably  wish. 

The  main  body  of  the  enemy,  from  the  best  intelli- 
gence I  have  been  able  to  get,  lies  near  Dilworthtown, 
not  far  from  the  field  of  action,  where  they  have  been 
busily  employed  in  burying  their  dead,  which,  from  ac- 
counts, amounted  to  a  very  considerable  number.f  We 
are  moving  up  this  road  to  get  between  the  enemy  and 
Swedes'  Ford,  and  to  prevent  them  from  turning  our 
right  flank,  which  they  seem  to  have  a  violent  inclina- 
nation  to  effect,  by  all  theu-  movements.  I  would  beg 
leave  to  recommend  in  the  most  earnest  manner,  that 
some  board  or  committee  be  appointed,  or  some  mode 
adopted,  for  obtaining  supphes  of  blankets  for  the  troops. 
Many  are  now  without  them,  and,  the  season  becoming 

*  Tho  principal  disasters  of  the  battle  of  Branrtywinf  Iiappened  in  the 
quarter  where  General  Sullivaii  commanded.  Not  teing  a  fevorite  witli 
several  memhera  of  Congress,  these  persons  rensured  him  severely,  and 
procured  a  resolve  for  his  recall  from  the  army,  till  tlie  inquiry  before 
ordered,  respecting  the  affair  at  Staten  Island,  should  be  made.  The 
execution  of  the  resolve  was  suspended,  in  consequence  of  the  above 
letter  from  the  Commander-in-chief  A  comt  of  inquiry  afterwards 
honorably  acquitted  General  Sullivan. 

The  Baron  da  Kalb  was  appointed  a  major-general  in  tlie  American 
service  on  the  15th  of  September,  and  his  commission  was  to  bear  the 
same  date  as  that  of  the  Marquis  de  Lafayette, 

f  The  day  after  the  battle  of  Brandywine,  while  tlie  enemy  were  at 
Dilworthtown,  Sii'  William  Howe  wrote  as  follows  to  General  Wash- 
ington. 

"  The  number  of  wounded  officers  and  men  of  your  army  in  this  neigh- 
bourhood, to  whom  every  possible  attention  has  been  paid,  will  neverthe- 
less require  your  immediate  care,  as  I  shall  not  be  so  situated  as  to  give 
them  the  necessary  relief.    Any  surgeons  you  may  choose  to  send  to 
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cold,  they  will  be  injured  in  their  health,  and  unfitted 
for  service,  unless  they  are  immediately  provided  vi'ith 
them.  Our  supplies  in  this  instance,  as  well  as  in 
every  article  of  clothing,  cannot  be  too  great,  as  there 
are  frequent  losses  not  easily  to  be  avoided.  I  would 
also  observe,  that  I  think,  in  point  of  prudence  and 
sound  pohcy,  every  species  of  provisions  should  be  re- 
moved from  the  city,  except  such  as  will  be  necessary 
to  supply  the  present  demands  of  this  army.  I  have 
been  told  there  are  considerable  quantities  in  private 
hands,  which  should  not  be  sufiered  to  remain  a  mo- 
ment longer  than  till  they  can  be  conveyed  away. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be.  Sec. 


TO  THE  PRESIDENT  OF  CONGRESS. 

Yellow  Springs,  17  September,  1777. 
Sir, 
I  have  been  honored  with  your  two  favors  of  yes- 
terday, and  their  enclosures,  to  which  due  attention 
shall  be  paid.  The  enemy  seem  now  to  be  straining 
every  nerve  to  accomplish  their  purpose;  but  I  trust, 
whatever  present  success  they  may  have,  they  will,  ere 
long,  experience  a  reverse  of  fortune.  If  they  have 
four  thousand  men  in  the  Jerseys,  it  is  probable  they 
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have  something  more  serious  in  view  than  a  mere  di- 
version ;  but  I  am  in  hopes,  when  General  McDougall 
comes  to  unite  his  force  with  the  mihtia,  General  Dicli- 
inson  will  be  strong  enough  effectually  to  make  head 
against  them.* 

Yesterday  the  enemy  moved  from  Concord,  by  the 
Edgemont  towards  the  Lancaster  road,  with  evident 
design  to  gain  our  right  flank.  This  obliged  us  to  alter 
our  position  and  march  to  this  place,  from  whence  we 
intend  immediately  to  proceed  to  Warwic.  We  suf- 
fered much  from  the  severe  weather  yesterday  and  last 
night,  being  unavoidabH  '•epiiated  fiom  out  tentb  and 


•  Sir  Henrv  CLinton  n  as  left  in  the  commai  d  at  New  ■!  oA  inrl,  as 
the  State  of  New  Jersey  leoame  defenceless  ivl  en  tl  e  main  army  ivas 
withdrawn  to  Pptiniylvama,  le  seized  that  oppo  tuity  for  efR-ctimr  an 
incursion  mto  the  country  His  troopa  lanlpd  in  foir  divimona  at  Bhs 
abethto«  n  Point,  Schujier'a  Landing  o  i  Haclonsac  Itiver  Fort  Lee,  and 
Tappaii  Generals  Clinton,  Vaugha  i  Campbell  and  &kinner  arcom- 
panied  the  expedition  The  object  nas  to  drive  off  the  cattle,  and  to 
attftcli  any  small  party,  that  might  be  nn,t  with,  as  it  iias  known  that, 
in  the  divided  otate  of  the  Aiijencin  army,  no  foioe  of  much  magnitude 
could  it  this  time  he  m  Jerspj  The  number  of  troopa  engaged  m  the 
entprpriBP  amounted  to  more  than  two  thousand  They  penetrated  the 
country  from  tht  diftor^nt  pomts  of  landing,  remained  from  the  13th  to 
the  lt)th  of  September,  and  then  returned  to  New  "kork  witli  a  booty 
of  four  hundred  cattle,  four  hundred  sheep,  and  a  few  hoisea 

Colonel  Malcolm's  regiment,  then  stationed  at  Ramapo,  watched  their 
motions,  but  was  not  in  force  to  offer  much  rssistance  A  parly  under 
Lieutenant-Colonel  Aaion  Burr,  of  Malcoms  rejiment,  ■was  sent  down 
to  collect  intelligence,  and  prevent  the  ra'vagea  of  the  encmy'b  <imall 
detachments  There  was  also  slornn'ihmg  with  the  militia  tight  ot 
the  enemy  were  lalled,  and  eigltpen  wounded,  acv,oidmg  to  '^u  Henry 
Clinton B  account,  and  seventeen  were  taken  prihoners  Ac  soon  aa 
General  Putnam  heard,  that  the  British  wtre  in  Jersey,  he  ordeied  Gen 
eral  M'^Dougall  to  cross  the  Hudaon  with  fifteen  hundied  men  The 
order  was  obeyed,  but  not  m  time  to  mertalf  the  enemy  Thia  rai,ur 
aion  caused  alarm  in  New  Jersey,  and  made  it  necessary  for  General 
Dickinson  to  station  at  Ehzabethtcwn  and  Anboy  one  thousand  of  the 
mihtia,  w  ho  were  intended  to  reinforce  General  Washington  — ■  Cttnloii's 
LcUei  fo  Sii  Jfilham  Hov.e,  ^pptemiei  33,?- — Dnhnson's  Lfitn,  S'pjj 
temi  r  171} 
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,  which  not  only  endangers  the  health  of  the 
men,  but  has  been  very  injurious  to  our  arms  and  am- 
munition. These,  when  we  arrive  at  Warwic,  we  shall 
endeavour,  as  soon  as  possible,  to  put  again  into  a 
proper  condition  ;  to  do  which,  and  to  refresh  the  men, 
arc  two  principal  motives  for  going  there. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &.c. 


TO  THE  PRESIDENT  OF  CONGRESS. 

Camp,  19  September,  1777. 
Sir, 
I  am  much  obliged  to  Congress  for  the  late  instance 
of  their  confidence,  expressed  in  their  resolution  of  the 
17th,  and  shall  be  happy  if  my  conduct  in  discharging 
the  objects  they  had  in  view  should  be  such  as  to  meet 
their  approbation.*  I  am  now  repassing  the  Schuylkill 
at  Parker's  Ford,  with  the  main  body  of  the  army, 
which  will  be  over  in  an  hour  or  two,  though  it  is  deep 
and  rapid.  General  Wayne,  with  the  division  under 
his  command,  is  on  the  rear  of  the  enemy,  and  will  be 

ItlioptfthpdymlfCgT        f         Tlin 
ph  d  th  rt  rnty  aa  t    th     t  m       f  ti  xt         t    g        1         d 

p  w  del  Q^t  d  t    th    C      mand     m    h    f       t  d  t    tl  g 

ffh         asoi,d         Inghgh       po     bihty  —    R      1    d   th  t 
G         M\hith        th        dddtdt         pdllfh 
I     mi  b  h    p       d  t    fill    p    11  th    \m  j     m 

1     th         k  of  b    -ad  til  th    pi  f  C     -r        i  11  b 

tdttalwl  hmyb       11       hpvin       dt! 

rtil  ybn  yfll  ftablbt  ftl     aimy 

dh  imdpyng        g       g        tfiteffli        m       t 

move  and  secu       fthh       ttfth       w  aJlgd         IfiL 

which  may  be  bl    t   th         my    P      d  d  tl  t  tl     p  I      hy 

vested  sliall  be  d      ly  m        h  p    t      f  tl         St  t  j  b 

within  the  circ  mf  f  ty      1       f  tl     ]     d  j      t         f  tl 

American  arm  Ihll         tm      infrcfth      p         f       Ijdy 

unless  sooner  1    d  by  C     ■^         —J  I      ^^     h      1  fh 

VOL.  V.  9  F  * 
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joined  to-morrow  or  next  day,  I  expect,  by  General 
Sniallwood  and  Colonel  Gist  with  their  corps.*  As 
soon  as  the  troops  have  crossed  the  river,  I  shall  march 
them  as  expeditiously  as  possible  towards  Fatland, 
Swedes',  and  the  other  fords,  where  it  is  most  proba- 
ble the  enemy  will  attempt  to  pass. 

When  I  left  Germantowii  with  the  army,  I  hoped  I 
should  have  an  opportunity  of  attackiDg  them,  either  in 
front  or  on  their  flank,  with  a  prospect  of  success ;  but 
unhappily  a  variety  of  causes  concurred  to  prevent  it. 
Our  march,  hi  the  first  place,  was  greatly  impeded 
through  want  of  provisions,  which  delayed  us  so  long 
that  the  enemy  were  apprized  of  our  motions,  and 
gained  the  grounds  near  the  White  Horse  Tavern,  with 
a  part  of  their  army  turning  our  right  fiank,  whilst  an- 
other part,  composing  the  main  body,  were  more  ad- 
vanced towards  our  left.  We  should  have  disappointed 
them  in  their  design  by  getting  on  their  left;  but  the 
heavy  rain,  which  fell  on  Tuesday  evening  and  in  the 
course  of  that  night,  totally  unfitted  our  guns  for  service 
and  nearly  the  whole  of  the  ammunition  with  ivhich 
the  army  had  been  completed  a  day  or  two  before, 
being  forty  rounds  a  man.  At  first  I  expected  that  the 
loss  was  by  no  means  so  considerable,  and  intended 
only  to  file  off  with  the  troops  a  few  miles  to  replace  it 
and  clean  the  arms,  and  then  to  proceed  on  my  original 
plan;  but  on  examination  I  found  it  as  I  have  mentioned, 
and  that  we  had  not  a  sufiicient  supply  with  us  to  furnish 
the  men  with  the  necessary  complement.  In  this  situa- 
tion it  was  judged  necessary,  that  we  should  proceed 
as  far  as  Reading  Furnace  for  the  security  of  the  army. 
On  these  accounts,  particularly  the  latter,  matters  have 


*  General  Smallwood  was  coming  forward  with  eleven  hundred  and 
fifty  Mai7land  militia,  and  Colonel  Gist  with  seven  hundred. 
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not  been  conducted  as  I  intended  and  wished,  and  the 
enemy  have  had  an  opportunity  of  making  their  ad- 
vances without  being  attacked.  I  yet  hope,  from  the 
present  state  of  the  river,  that  I  shall  be  down  in  time 
to  give  them  a  meeting,  and,  if  unfortunately  they  should 
gain  Philadelphia,  that  it  will  not  be  without  loss, 
T  have  the  honor  to  be,  &.c. 


TO   LIEUTENANT- COLONEL   ALEXANDER   HAMILTON. 

Camp,  33  September,  1777. 
SiK, 

The  distressed  situation  of  the  army  for  want  of 
blankets,  and  many  necessary  articles  of  clothing,  is 
truly  deplorable ;  and  must  inevitably  be  destructive  to 
it,  unless  a  speedy  remedy  be  applied.  Without  a 
better  supply  than  they  at  present  have,  it  will  be  im- 
possible for  the  men  to  support  the  fatigues  of  the 
campaign  in  the  further  progress  of  the  approaching 
inclement  season.  This  you  well  know  to  be  a  melan- 
choly truth.  It  is  equally  the  dictate  of  common  sense 
and  the  opinion  of  the  physicians  of  the  army,  as  well 
as  of  every  officer  in  it.  No  supply  can  be  drawn  from 
the  public  magazines.  We  have  therefore  no  resource 
but  the  private  stock  of  individuals.  I  feel,  and  I  la- 
ment, the  absolute  necessity  of  requiring  the  inhabitants 
to  contribute  to  those  wants,  which  we  have  no  other 
means  of  satisfying,  and  which  if  not  removed  would 
involve  the  ruin  of  the  army,  and  perhaps  the  ruin  of 
America.  Painful  as  it  is  to  me  to  order  and  as  it  will 
be  to  you  to  execute  the  measure,  I  am  compelled  to 
desire  you  immediately  to  proceed  to  Philadelphia, 
and  there  procure  from  the  inhabitants  contributions 
of  blankets  and  clothing,  and  materials  to  answer  the 
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purposes  of  both,  in  proportion  to  the  ability  of  each. 
This  you  will  do  with  as  much  delicacy  and  discretion, 
as  the  nature  of  the  business  demands ;  and  I  trust  the 
necessity  will  justify  the  proceeding  in  the  eyes  of 
every  person  well  affected  to  the  American  cause,  and 
that  all  good  citizens  will  cheerfully  afford  their  assist- 
ance to  soldiers,  whose  sufferings  they  are  bound  to 
commiserate,  and  who  are  emmently  exposed  to  danger 
and  distress,  in  defence  of  every  thing  they  ought  to 
hold  dear. 

As  there  is  also  a  number  of  horses  in  Philadelphia 
both  of  public  and  private  property,  which  would  be  a 
valuable  acquisition  to  the  enemy,  should  the  city  by 
any  accident  fall  into  their  hands,  you  are  hereby  au- 
thorized and  commanded  to  remove  them  thence  into 
the  country  to  some  place  of  greater  secmity,  and  more 
remote  from  the  operations  of  the  enemy.  You  will 
stand  in  need  of  assistance  fi'om  others  to  execute  this 
commission  with  despatch  and  propriety,  and  you  are 
therefore  empowered  to  employ  such  persons  as  you 
shall  think  proper  to  aid  you  therein.     I  am,  Sir,  &c. 


TO    BAROW   D'AREKDT. 

Camp,  93  September,  1777. 
Sir, 
It  is  of  the  utmost  importance  to  prevent  the  ene- 
my's land  forces  and  fleet  from  forming  a  junction, 
which  it  is  almost  moraOy  certain  they  wiU  attempt,  by 
seizing  on  Fort  Island  below  Philadelphia,  if  it  is  pos- 
sible, and  thereby  gain  the  navigation  of  the  Delaware 
by  weighing  and  removing  the  chevaux-de-Jrise,  which 
have  been  sunk  for  that  purpose.  This  post  (Fort 
Island),  if  maintained,  will  be  of  the  last  consequence, 
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and  will  effectually  hinder  them  from  union.  I  there- 
fore appoint  you  to  the  command  of  it,  and  desire  that 
you  will  repair  thither  immediately.  The  defence  is 
extremely  interesting  to  the  United  States,  and  I  am 
hopeful  will  be  attended  with  much  honor  to  yourself 
and  advantage  to  them.  Troops  are  there  now,  and 
a  detachment  to  reinforce  them  will  immediately  march 
from  this  army.  I  have  nothing  further  to  add,  than 
my  wishes  for  your  success,  and  to  assure  you,  that  I 
am,  with  esteem.  Sir,  &c. 


TO   THE   PRESIDEa'T   OF   CONGRESS. 

Camp,  neai'  Pottsgrove,  23  September,  1777. 

Sir, 
I  have  not  had  the  honor  of  addressing  you  since 
your  adjournment  to  Lancaster,  and  I  sincerely  wish 
that  my  first  letter  w;as  upon  a  more  agreeable  subject.* 
The  enemy,  by  a  variety  of  perplexing  manteuvres 
through  a  country  from  which  I  could  not  derive  the 
least  inteDigence  (being  to  a  man  disaffected),  contrived 
to  pass  the  Schuylkill  last  night  at  the  Fatland  and 
other  fords  in  the  neighbourhood  of  it.  They  marched 
immediately  towards  Philadelphia,  and  I  imagine  their 
advanced  parties  will  be  near  that  city  to-night.  They 
had  so  far  got  the  start  before  I  received  certain  intelli- 
gence that  any  considerable  number  had  crossed,  that 
I  found  it  in  vain  to  think  of  overtaking  thefr  rear,  with 
troops  harassed  as  ours  had  been  with  constant  march- 

*  when  the  enemy  approached  Philidelplin,  Septenibei  ISfli,  Congress 
adjourned  to  Lancaster,  in  Pennaylvania,  wherp  they  laeemhled  on  the 
2/'th.  The  same  day  tliey  adjourned  to  Yorlt  beyond  the  "Susquehanna, 
m  wMcli  place  they  met  on  the  30th,  nnd  contmued  thprp  till  the  Bntiih 
evacuated  Philftdelphia. 
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ing  since  the  battle  of  Brandywine ;  and  therefore  con- 
cluded, by  the  advice  of  all  the  general  officers,  to 
march  from  this  place  to-morrow  morning  towards  Phil- 
adelphia, and  on  the  way  endeavour  to  form  a  junction 
with  the  Continental  troops  under  General  M'^Dougall, 
from  Peekskill>  and  the  Jersey  militia  under  General 
Dickinson,  both  of  whom  are,  I  hope,  on  this  side  of 
the  Delaware.  I  am  also  obliged  to  wait  for  General 
Wayne  and  General  Smallwood,  who  were  left  upon 
the  other  side  of  the  Schuylkill,  in  hopes  of  falling 
upon  the  enemy's  rear ;  but  they  have  eluded  them  as 
well  as  us. 

When  I  last  recrossed  the  Schuylkill,  it  was  with 
a  firm  intent  of  giving  the  enemy  battle  wherever  I 
should  meet  them ;  and  accordingly  I  advanced  as  far 
as  the  Warren  Tavern  upon  the  Lancaster  road,  near 
which  place  the  two  armies  were  upon  the  point  of 
coming  to  a  general  engagement,  but  were  prevented 
hy  a  most  violent  flood  of  rain,  which  continued  all  the 
day  and  following  night.  When  it  held  up,  we  had 
the  mortification  to  find  that  our  ammunition,  which 
had  been  completed  to  forty  rounds  a  man,  was  entirely 
ruined ;  and  in  that  situation  we  had  nothing  left  for  it 
but  to  find  out  a  strong  piece  of  ground,  which  we 
could  easily  maintain  tUI  we  could  get  the  arms  put  in 
order,  and  a  recruit  of  ammunition.  Before  this  could 
be  fully  effected,  the  enemy  marched  from  their  position 
near  the  White  Horse  Tavern,  down  the  road  leading  to 
the  Swedes'  Ford.  I  immediately  crossed  the  Schuyl- 
kill above  them,  and  threw  myself  full  in  their  front, 
hoping  to  meet  them  in  their  passage,  or  soon  after 
they  had  passed  the  river.  The  day  before  yesterday 
they  were  again  in  motion,  and  marched  rapidly  up  the 
road  leading  towards  Reading.  This  induced  me  to 
believe  that  they  had  two  objects  in  view,  one  to  get 
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round  the  right  of  the  army,  the  other  perhaps  to  de- 
tach parties  to  Reading,  where  we  had  considerable 
quantities  of  mihtary  stores.  To  frustrate  those  inten- 
tions, I  moved  the  army  up  on  this  side  of  the  river  to 
this  place,  determined  to  keep  pace  with  them ;  but 
early  this  morning  I  received  intelligence,  that  they  had 
crossed  the  fords  below.  Why  I  did  not  follow  imme- 
diately, I  have  mentioned  in  the  former  pait  of  my 
letter;  but  the  strongest  reason  against  being  able  to 
make  a  forced  march  is  the  want  of  shoes.  Messieurs 
Carroll,  Chase,  and  Penn,  who  were  some  days  with 
the  army,  can  inform  Congress  in  how  deplorable  a 
situation  the  troops  are,  for  want  of  that  necessary  ar- 
ticle. At  least  one  thousand  men  are  bare-footed,  and 
have  performed  the  marches  in  that  condition.  I  was 
told  of  a  great  number  of  shoes  in  the  hands  of  private 
people  in  Philadelphia,  and  sent  down  to  secure  them ; 
but  I  doubt  the  approach  of  the  enemy  will  prevent  it. 

I  have  planned  a  method  of  throwing  a  garrison  into 
Fort  Mifflin.  If  it  succeeds,  and  they,  with  the  assist- 
ance of  the  ships  and  galleys,  should  keep  the  obstruc- 
tions in  the  river,  General  Howe's  situation  in  Philadel- 
phia will  not  be  the  most  agreeable;  for  if  his  supplies 
can  be  stopped  by  water,  it  may  be  easily  done  by 
land.  To  do  both  shall  be  my  utmost  endeavour ;  and 
I  am  not  yet  without  hope, .  that  the  ,  acquisition  of 
Philadelphia  may,  instead  of  his  good  fortune,  prove  bis 
ruin.  General  St.  Clair,  who  has  been  constantly  with 
the  army  for  some  time  past,  can  give  you  many  pieces 
of  information,  which  may  have  escaped  me,  and  there- 
fore I  refer  you  to  him  for  many  particulars. 

If  there  are  any  shoes  and  blankets  to  be  had  in 
Lancaster  or  that  part  of  the  country,  I  earnestly  en- 
treat you  to  have  them  taken  up  for  the  use  of  the 
army.     I  have  been  informed,  that  there  are  large  par- 
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eels  of  shoes  in  particular  there.  Finding  that  the  en- 
closed came  from  Colonel  Gibson,  I  took  the  liberty  of 
opening  it,  as  I  wanted  much  to  know  what  route  he 
was  takuig.  I  have  ordered  all  the  Virginia  militia, 
who  are  tolerably  armed,  to  come  forward  and  join  the 
anny.  Those  who  have  no  arms  are  to  wait  at  Fred- 
ericktown  in  Maryland,  till  they  hear  whether  any  can 
be  provided  for  them  at  Lancaster.  You  will  therefore 
be  pleased  to  make  inquiry  what  number  can  be  pro- 
cured there,  and  send  an  express  to  Fredericktown  with 
orders  for  as  many  men  tp  come  forward,  as  there  are 
arms.     I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &.c. 


TO   MAJOR" GEJJfEEAL   PUTNAM. 

Camp,  aii  September,  1777. 

Dear  Sir, 
The  situation  of  our  affairs  in  this  quarter  calls  for 
every  aid  and  for  every  effort.  General  Howe,  by  va- 
rious manoeuvres  and  marching  high  up  the  Schuylkill, 
as  if  he  meant  to  turn  our  right  flank,  found  means  by 
countermarching  to  pass  the  river,  several  miles  below 
us,  last  night,  which  is  fordable  almost  in  every  part, 
and  he  is  now  fast  advancing  towards  Philadelphia.  I 
therefore  desire,  that,  without  a  moment's  loss  of  time, 
you  will  detach  as  many  effective  rank  and  file,  under 
proper  generals  and  other  ofllicers,  as  will  make  the 
whole  number,  including  those  with  General  M'^Dou- 
gall,  amount  to  twenty-five  hundred  privates  and  non- 
commissioned fit  for  duty.  The  corps  under  General 
M'^Dougall,  to  my  great  surprise,  by  a  letter  from  him 
some  days  ago,  consisted  only  of  nine  hundred  and 
eleven.  You  will  direct  the  officers,  commanding  the 
detachment  now  ordered,  to  proceed  as  expeditiously 
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as  they  can  to  reinforce  me.  The  route  through  Mor- 
ristown  and  over  Coryell's  Ferry  vvUl  be  best  for  them 
to  pursue.  Before  they  arrive  at  the  ferry,  they  will 
hear  where  I  am ;  but  that  they  may  know  their  desti- 
nation, when  they  are  within  two  days'  march  of  it, 
they  are  to  advise  me  by  express,  and  I  will  write  on 
the  subject, 

I  must  urge  you,  by  every  motive,  to  send  on  this 
detachment  without  the  least  possible  delay.  No  con- 
siderafions  are  to  prevent  it.  It  is  our  first  object  to 
defeat,  if  possible,  the  army  now  opposed  to  us  here. 
That  the  passes  in  the  Highlands  may  be  perfectly  se- 
cure, you  will  immediately  call  in  all  your  forces  now 
on  command  at  outposts.  You  must  not  think  of  cov- 
ering a  whole  country  by  dividing  them;  and  when 
they  are  ordered  in  and  drawn  together,  they  will  be 
fully  competent  to  repel  any  attempt,  that  can  be  made 
by  the  enemy  from  below  in  their  present  situation. 
Besides,  if  you  are  threatened  with  an  attack,  you  must 
get  what  aid  you  can  from  the  militia.  The  detachment 
will  bring  their  baggage,  but  I  wish  them  to  come  with 
no  more  than  will  be  absolutely  necessary.  That  you 
may  not  hesitate  about  complying  with  this  order,  you 
are  to  consider  it  as  peremptory  and  not  to  be  dis- 
pensed with.  Colonel  Malcom's  regiment  will  form  a 
part  of  the  detachment.     I  am,  dear  Sir,  &.c.* 

*  General  Putnam  had  formed  a  plan  for  a  separate  attack  on  the 
enemy  at  Stateii  Island,  Paulas  Hook,  York  Island,  and  Lon^  Islajid, 
at  the  same  time.  He  had  obtdned  accurate  Imowledge  of  the  enemy's 
strength,  and  Governor  Trumbull  had  encouraged  him  to  expect  large 
leinforoementa  of  militia  from  Connecticut  for  this  purpose,  which,  with 
the  Continental  forces  under  his  command,  and  the  aids  he  might  pro- 
cure from  New  York  and  New  Jersey,  he  believed  would  enahle  him 
to  execute  his  design.— -JUS.  Lttter,  Siptember  13iA.  The  ahove  ordec 
from  Gpiieral  Waihinfton  put  an  end  tu  the  project. 

VOL.  V.  10  G 
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TO   MAJOR- GENE RAI^   GATJ'iS, 

Camp,  near  Pottsgrove,  34  Septemljev,  1777. 
SiK, 

This  army  has  not  been  able  to  oppose  General 
Howe's  with  the  success  that  was  wished,  and  needs 
a  reinforcement.  I  therefore  request,  if  you  have  been 
so  fortunate  as  to  oblige  General  Burgoyne  to  retreat 
to  Ticonderoga,  or  if  you  have  not  and  circumstances 
will  admit,  that  you  will  order  Colonel  Morgan  to  join 
me  again  with  his  corps.  I  sent  him  up  when  I  thought 
you  materially  wanted  him ;  and  if  his  services  can  be 
dispensed  with  now,  you  will  dh'ect  his  immediate  re- 
turn. You  will  perceive,  I  do  not  mention  this  by  way 
of  command,  but  leave  you  to  determine  upon  it  ac- 
cording to  your  situation.  If  they  come,  they  should 
proceed  by  water  from  Albany,  as  low  down  as  Peeks- 
Idll.  In  such  case  you  will  give  Colonel  Morgan  the 
necessary  orders  to  join  me  with  despatch.    I  am,  &c.* 


TO    THE    PRESIDENT    OF    COSORESS. 

Camp,  Pciinibecker'e  Mill,  39  September,  1777, 

Sir, 
Lieutenant- Colonel  Smith  must  have  arrived  at  Fort 
filifflm  t-i\o  di}b  ■t  0  a    I  he-iid  fiom  him  U  Ancccu 

TtlulttG         let         lid—    S         th        fa        ttl 
19t]     It  m     th  my  h       1   pt  tl     g       d  tl   j  p   d  tl 

gtthtdj       dtrtfidU  pTl      d  d       tr        fy 

pkt  ptdthht,dppttl  my       Nth        1 

h  grd  hlthttyEUyldt 

h         tptwUthrpt!  yfG  IB        y  t 

af    d    f— Did  0th    5th     Th     1  tt     w  tt        nly  t       dj 

bfthdia  t  tB        y  dytfttht  £ 

G         1  C  t  pi    d  t    dlj       th  G         1  W    h      t  i      t 

M  w      d  ta     d  1 11    ft     tl         p  t  1  t        wh      tl     t     p 

1    g        ai  t  d       th         tl        d  p    t       t 
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Creek  in  the  Jerseys.  Colonel  Nicola  was  in  the  fort 
with  about  sixty  of  his  regiment  of  Invalids,  and  two 
companies  of  artillery,  of  thirty  each ;  and  I  advised  him 
to  withdraw  what  force  was  at  EOlingsport,  and  to  re- 
move the  few  stores  from  thence  to  Fort  Mifflin.  He 
intended  to  call  on  Governor  Livingston  for  a  reinforce- 
ment of  Jersey  militia.  General  Smallwood  joined  me 
yesterday  with  the  Maryland  raUitia,  but  much  reduced 
by  desertion.  I  question  whether  they  will  exceed  one 
thousand  rank  and  file.  General  Forman  will  fall  in 
with  the  army  to-day,  with  between  eight  and  nine 
hundred  militia  and  Continental  troops  from  Jersey. 
There  are  but  kw  of  the  latter,  being  only  small  de- 
tachments picked  up  on  his  march. 

I  shall  move  the  army  four  or  five  miles  lower  down 
to-day,  from  whence  we  may  reconnoitre  and  fix  upon 
a  proper  situation,  at  such  distance  from  the  enemy  as 
will  enable  us  to  make  an  attack,  should  we  see  a 
proper  opening,  or  stand  upon  the  defensive  till  we  ob- 
tain further  reinforcements.  This  was  the  opinion  of  a 
majority  of  a  council  of  general  officers,  which  I  called 
yesterday.  I  congratulate  you  upon  the  success  of  otu" 
arms  to  the  northward,  and  if  some  accident  does  not 
put  them  out  of  their  present  train,  I  think  we  may 
count  upon  the  total  ruin  of  Burgoyne. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c. 


TO   GOVERNOR   TRUMBtJLL. 

He  ad- Quarters,  1  October,  1777. 

Sir, 
The  prosperous  situation  of  our  northern  affairs  is  a 
very  pleasing  and  important  circumstance.     It  is  to  be 
hoped,  that  they  may  continue  in  the  same  train,  and 
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have  as  happy  an  issue,  as  they  seem  now  to  promise. 
If  they  should,  besides  the  advantage  of  disappointing 
the  views  of  the  enemy  in  that  quarter,  it  will  necessa- 
rily have  a  very  desirable  influence  upon  our  operations 
here.  You  will  hear  before  this  gets  to  hand,  that  the 
enemy  have,  at  length,  gained  possession  of  Philadel- 
phia, Many  unavoidable  difficulties  and  unlucky  acci- 
dents, which  we  had  to  encounter,  helped  to  promote 
this  success.  This  is  an  event,  which  we  have  reason 
to  wish  had  not  happened,  and  which  will  be  attended 
with  several  ill  consequences;  but  I  hope  it  will  not 
be  so  detrimental  as  many  apprehend,  and  that  a  httle 
time  and  perseverance  will  give  us  some  favorable  op- 
portunity of  recovering  our  loss,  and  of  putting  our 
affairs  in  a  more  flourishing  condition.  Our  army  has 
now  had  the  rest  and  refreshment  it  stood  in  need  of, 
and  our  soldiers  are  in  very  good  spirits.  With  great 
regard  and  esteem,  I  am,  &c. 


TO   THE   PRESIDENT   OF  CONGRESS. 

Camp,  Twenty  Miles  from  Philadelphia,  3  Octoher,  1777. 
Sir, 
Yesterday  afternoon  I  had  the  honor  to  receive  your 
favors  of  the  30th  ultimo,  with  their  enclosures.  I  was 
much  obUged  by  the  accounts  from  the  northern  army, 
though  in  general  they  had  reached  me  before ;  and  I 
flatter  myself  we  shall  soon  hear  that  they  have  been 
succeeded  by  other  fortunate  and  interesting  events, 
as  the  two  armies,  by  General  Gates's  letter,  were  en- 
camped near  each  other.  I  shall  pay  due  attention  to 
the  resolution  you  refer  me  to;  and  no  exertions  on 
my  part  shall  be  wanting  to  collect  what  necessaries  I 
can  for  the  army.    This,  I  am  persuaded,  will  be  equally 
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attended  to  by  the  honorable  Board  of  War;  and  I 
hope,  by  care  and  industry,  many  supplies  inay  be 
obtained  to  relieve  our  distresses,  which,  in  the  arti- 
cles of  shoes,  stockings,  and  blankets,  are  extremely 
great. 

Since  my  letter  of  the  29  th,  no  favorable  change  has 
taken  place  in  our  aff^s;  on  the  contrary,  we  have 
sustained  an  additional  loss  in  the  capture  of  the  Dela- 
ware. She  fell  into  the  enemy's  hands  in  a  day  or  two 
after  they  were  in  possession  of  the  city,  and  in  a 
manner  not  yet  well  understood.  Some  have  supposed 
the  crew  mutinied,  while  another  report  is,  that  she  was 
disabled  in  her  rudder  by  a  shot,  and  driven  on  shore. 
This  misfortune  takes  off  the  success  of  Captain  Bid- 
die's  cruise.  I  will  not  dwell  longer  on  the  subject.* 
Congress  may  rest  assured,  all  the  means  in  my  power 
shall  be  employed  to  put  our  affairs  in  a  more  agreeable 
train,  and  to  accomplish  the  end  they  so  earnestly  wish. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &,c. 


*  As  soon  as  the  British  had  talten  possession  of  Philadelphia,  they 
erected  three  batteries  near  the  river  to  protect  the  city  against  such 
American  shipping  and  craft,  as  might  approach  the  town.  On  the  26th 
of  September  before  flie  batteries  were  finished,  Commodore  Haaelwood, 
by   h      d         of  a  council  of  officers,  ordered  two  frigates,  the  Delaware 

d  M  g  mery,  each  of  tiventy-four  guns,  tbe  sloop  Ply,  and  several 
gill  J     and     ondoks,  to  move  up  to  Philadelphia,  and  commence  a  can- 

n  d  the  town,  should  the  enemy  peralat  in  erecfing  fortifications, 

n  D  la  e  anchored  within  five  hundred  yards  of  the  batteries,  and 
I         h  els  took  such  stations  as  were  suited  to  their  object.     At 

ten  o'clocl:  on  the  morning  of  the  27th  the  cannonade  began,  but  on  fho 
falling  of  the  tide  the  Delaware  grounded.  In  this  disabled  condition 
the  guns  from  the  batteries  soon  compelled  her  colors  to  be  struck,  and 
she  was  taJien  by  the  enemy.  A  schooner  was  likewise  driven  on 
shore,  but  the  other  frigate  and  small  craft  returned  to  their  former 
station  neai  the  fort.  Tbe  suspicion,  that  the  crew  mutinied,  was  never 
confirmed,  nor  was  there  any  such  hint  in  the  British  commander's 
despatch  dpscribing  the  event  —  Commodore  Hazdivood's  Inslmctuins  to 
Copfn™  Mexander,  Sfptemier  ^Ih, — Sir  JFitliam  Howe's  Letter  In  Lord 
George  Gmrttdn,  October  lOtt. 
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TO   THE   PRESIDENT   OF   CONGRESS. 

Camp,  near  Peniiibecker's  Mill,  5  October,  1777. 

Sir, 

Having  received  inteUigence  through  two  intercepted 
letters,  that  General  Howe  had  detached  a  part  of  his 
force  for  the  purpose  of  reducing  Bilhngsport  and  tlie 
forts  on  the  Delaware,  I  communicated  the  accounts  to 
my  general  officers,  who  were  unanimously  of  opinion 
that  a  favorable  opportunity  offered  to  malie  an  attack 
upon  the  troops,  which  were  at  and  near  Germantovi'n. 
Et  was  accordingly  agreed  that  it  should  take  place 
yesterday  morning,  and  the  following  dispositions  were 
made. 

The  divisions  of  Sullivan  and  Wayne,  flanked  by 
Conway's  brigade,  were  to  enter  the  town  by  the  way 
of  Chesnut  HDl,  while  General  Armstrong  with  the 
Pennsylvania  militia  should  fall  down  the  Manatawny 
road  by  Vandeering's  Mill,  and  get  upon  the  enemy's 
left  and  rear.  The  divisions  of  Greene  and  Stephen, 
flanked  by  M'^Dougall's  brigade,  were  to  enter,  by 
taking  a  circuit  by  way  of  the  Lime-kiln  road,  at  the 
Market-house,  and  to  attack  their  right  wing;  and  the 
militia  of  Maryland  and  Jersey,  under  Generals  Small- 
wood  and  Forman,  were  to  march  by  the  old  York 
road,  and  fail  upon  the  rear  of  their  right.  Lord  StnHng, 
with  Nash's  and  Maxwell's  brigades,  was  to  form  a 
corps  de  reserve. 

We  marched  about  seven  o'clock  the  preceding  even- 
ing, and  General  Sullivan's  advanced  party,  drawn  from 
Conway's  brigade,  attacked  their  picket  at  Mount  Airy, 
or  Mr.  AUen's  house,  about  sunrise  the  next  rooming, 
which  presently  gave  way ;  and  his  main  body,  con- 
sisting of  the  right  wing,  following  soon,  engaged  the 
light  infantry  and    other  troops   encamped   near  the 
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picket,  which  they  forced  from  their  ground.  Leaving 
their  baggage,  they  retreated-  a  considerable  distance, 
having  previously  thrown  a  party  into  Mr.  Chew's 
house,  who  were  in  a  situation  not  to  be  easily  forced, 
and  had  it  in  their  power,  from  the  windows,  to  give  us 
no  small  annoyance,  and  in  a  great  measure  to  obstruct 
our  advance. 

The  attack  from  our  left  column,  under  General 
Greene,  began  about  three  quarters  of  an  hour  after 
that  from  the  right,  and  was  for  some  time  equally 
successful.  But  I  cannot  enter  upon  the  particulars  of 
what  happened  in  that  quarter,  as  I  am  not  yet  inform- 
ed of  them  with  sufficient  certainty  and  precision.  The 
morning  was  extremely  foggy,  which  prevented  our 
improving  the  advantages  we  gained,  so  well  as  we 
should  otherwise  have  done.  This  circumstance,  by 
concealing  from  us  the  true  situation  of  the  enemy, 
obliged  us  to  act  with  more  caution  and  less  expedition 
than  we  could  have  wished ;  and  gave  the  enemy  time 
to  recover  from  the  effects  of  our  first  impression  ;  and, 
what  was  still  more  unfortunate,  it  served  to  keep  our 
different  parties  in  ignorance  of  each  other's  movements 
and  hinder  their  acting  in  concert.  It  also  occasion- 
ed them  to  mistake  one  another  for  the  enemy,  which 
I  believe  more  than  any  thing  else  contributed  to  the 
misfortune  that  ensued.  In  the  midst  of  the  most 
promising  appearances,  when  every  thing  gave  the  most 
flattering  hopes  of  victory,  the  troops  began  suddenly 
to  retreat,  and  entirely  left  the  field,  in  spite  of  every 
effort  that  could  be  made  to  rally  them. 

Upon  the  whole,  it  may  be  said  the  day  was  rather 
unfortunate  than  injurious.  We  sustained  no  material 
loss  of  men,  and  brought  off  all  our  artillery,  except  one 
piece  which  was  dismounted.  The  enemy  are  nothing 
the  better  by  the  event ;  and  our  troops,  who  are  not 
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in  the  least  dispirited  by  it,  have  gained  what  all  young 
troops  g^n  by  being  in  actions.  We  have  had  however 
several  valuable  officers  killed  and  wounded,  particu- 
larly the  latter.  General  Nash  is  among  the  wounded, 
and  his  life  is  despaired  of.  As  soon  as  it  is  possible 
to  obtain  a  return  of  our  loss,  I  will  transmit  it.  In 
justice  to  General  Sulhvan  and  the  whole  right  wing 
of  the  army,  whose  conduct  I  had  an  opportunity  of 
observing,  as  they  acted  immediately  under  my  eye,  I 
have  the  pleasure  to  inform  you,  that  both  officers  and 
men  behaved  with  a  degree  of  gallantry  that  did  them 
the  highest  honor.    I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &.c. 

P.  S.  As  I  have  observed,  I  have  not  received  a 
return  of  our  loss;  but,  from  what  I  have  just  now 
learned  from  General  Greene,  I  fear  it  is  more  consid- 
erable than  I  at  first  apprehended,  in  men.  The  can- 
non, mentioned  above,  is  said  to  have  been  brought  off 
in  a  wagon. 


TO   Silt   WILLIAM   HOWE. 

Head-Quarters,  6  October,  1777. 

Sir, 

I  cannot  forbear  assuring  you,  that  I  am  somewhat  at 

a  loss  to  understand  the  design  of  your  letter  of  the 

3d  instant.     I  can  hardly  believe  you  to  be  serious  in 

remonstrating  against  a  procedure  fully  authorized  by 

*  The  letter  from  General  Howe,  to  which  tliis  is  an  answer,  ivas  in 
the  following  words. 

"  Hond-Ounrtors,  3  Ocloljer,  17T7, 

"  Sir, 

"  Your  parties  having  destroyed  several  mills  in  the  adjacent  country, 

which  can  only  distress  the  peaceable  inhabitants  residing  in  their  hrauscs, 

I  am  constrained  from  a  regard  to  their  sufferings,  and  a  sense  of  the 

duty  I  owe  to  the  public,  to  forewarn  you  of  the  calamities  which  may 
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the  common  practice  of  armies,  countenanced  by  your 
own  troops  at  Trenton,  and  obviously  calculated  to  an- 
swer a  purpose  very  different  from  that  of  distressing 
the  inhabitants  and  increasing  the  common  calamities 
incident  to  a  state  of  war.  If  this  is  a  consequence  of 
it,  it  is  an  unavoidable  one,  and  had  no  part  in  pro- 
ducing the  measure.  I  flatter  myself  the  public  is 
sufficiently  sensible,  that  it  is  not  my  wish  nor  aim  to 
distress,  but  to  protect  the  inhabitants,  and  know  how 
to  interpret  any  thing,  that,  with  respect  to  individuals, 
may  seem  to  deviate  from  this  end.  Nor  will  they  be 
easily  persuaded  to  consider  it  as  any  injustice  or 
cruelty  to  them,  that  my  parties  should  have  rendered 
useless,  for  a  time,  a  few  mills  in  the  neighbourhood 
of  your  army,  which  were  so  situated  as  to  be  capable 
of  affording  them  no  inconsiderable  advantages. 

I  am  happy  to  find  that  you  express  so  much  sen- 
sibility to  the  sufferings  of  the  inhabitants,  as  it  gives 
room  to  hope,  that  those  wanton  and  unnecessary 
depredations,  which  have  heretofore,  in  too  many  in- 
stances, marked  the  conduct  of  your  army,  will  be 
discontinued  for  the  future.  The  instances  I  allude  to 
need  not  be  enumerated;  your  own  memory  will  sug- 
gest them  to  your  imagination,  from  the  destruction  of 
Charlestown,  in  Massachusetts,  down  to  the  more  re- 
cent burning  of  mills,  barns,  and  houses  at  the  Head  of 
Elk,  and  in  the  vicinity  of  the  Schuylkill.     I  am,  &c.* 

ensue  and  to  txpieaa  my  abhonence  of  such  a  proceeding.  At  the  same 
time  I  am  inclined  to  belieie,  that  the  outrages  already  committed  have 
not  been  m  conaequence  of  yoor  order'!,  and  that  this  early  notice  will 
engage  yon  to  put  an  effectuil  stop  to  them  If  not,  I  do  in  the  most 
direct  terms  disclaira  any  share  m  creitmg  the  general  scene  of  distress 
among  the  mhabitant=,  iibich  such  dcstruLtinn  must  inevitahly  cause. 
With  due  f-peot,  I  am,  &.c. 

"  W.  Howe." 
'  It  IS  interesting'  to  observe,  that,  in  the  midst  of  solemn  and  impor- 
tant affairs,  ani.  tiie  forms  of  official  staticn  tliere  was  room  for  couitesy 
VOL.  V.  1 1 
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TO   THE    PRESIDENT   OF   CONGRESS. 

Camp,  near  Pennibecker'a  Mill,  7  October,  ]7r7. 
SiK, 

Since  I  had  the  honor  of  addressing  you  on  the  5th, 
I  have  obtained  a  return  of  our  loss  in  the  action  on 
Saturday,  by  which  it  appears  to  be  much  more  con- 
siderable than  I  at  first  apprehended,  though  I  always 
imagined  myself  that  it  was  greater  than  it  was  gener- 
ally supposed  to  be.  The  copy  of  the  return  enclosed 
will  show  the  amount  as  it  now  stands;  but  I  hope 
many  of  those  who  are  missing  will  yet  come  in.  I 
fear  however  there  are  several  under  that  denomination 
to  be  added  to  the  number  of  the  slain,  as  the  action 
was  warm  in  every  quarter,  from  the  information  of  the 
officers  who  commanded  the  different  attacks.  What 
loss  the  enemy  sustained,  I  am  not  able  precisely  to 
ascertain ;  but  from  a  variety  of  corresponding  accoimts 
of  persons,  who  left  the  cily  since,  and  those  of  a  de- 
serter, it  was  very  considerable.  The  deserter,  who  is 
intelligent,  says  General  Agnew  was  killed.  Sir  William 
Erskine  wounded  in  the  head  and  leg,  and  that  their 
general  loss,  in  killed  and  wounded,  amounted  to  near 
eight  hundred.  Several  reputable  persons  from  the 
city  corroborate  this,  particularly  with  respect  to  Gen- 
eral Agnew's  death ;  some  say  upwards  of  two  hundred 
wagons  with  wounded  were  carried  in  after  the  action, 
and  before  they  came  out ;  and  that  it  was  the  common 
belief  there,  that  the  enemy  had  been  severely  handled. 

and  civil  acts  in  small  thing''  The  follnwing  not*"  was  sent  on  the  same 
diy  hat  the  above  letter  v/at  ntten  and  they  probably  were  both  for- 
warded with  the  same  flag 

"General  Washington  complimeits  to  GenPial  Howe,  —  does  him- 
self the  pleasure  to  letvirn  to  him  a  lu],  wh  ch  ici- dentally  fell  into 
his  hands  and,  bj  tio  wcrjli  n  n  the  colli  appears  to  belong-  to 
General  Ho*  e 
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It  is  with  much  chagrin  and  mortification  I  add,  that 
every  account  confirms  the  opinion  I  at  first  entertained, 
that  our  troops  retreated  at  the  instant  when  victory 
was  declaring  herself  in  our  favor.  The  tumult,  dis- 
order, and  even  despair,  which,  it  seems,  had  taken 
place  in  the  British  army,  were  scarcely  to  be  parallel- 
ed ;  and  it  is  said,  so  strongly  did  the  ideas  of  a  retreat 
prevail,  that  Chester  was  fixed  on  as  their  rendezvous. 
I  can  discover  no  other  cause  for  not  improving  this 
happy  opportunity,  than  the  extreme  haziness  of  the 
weather.* 

My  intention  is  to  encamp  the  army  at  some  suitable 
place  to  rest  and  refresh  the  men,  and  recover  them 
from  the  still  remaining  eff'ects  of  that  disorder  natiu-ally 
attendant  on  a  retreat.  We  shall  here  wait  for  the  re- 
inforcements coming  on,  and  shall  then  act  according  to 
chcumstances.     General  Varnum;  with  the  detachment 

C       rol  \       h      t  t       t  th        m    tin      t     f         nor   I'lum- 

b  11  —    H      n^     litai     d      f        t         f  th       t    t         f  di    PnPon,  ive 

dt  dt         A  td         mthgbv        yf       rpnse      W  e 

d     ly  i   d    11  night  and         h  d  th    t         by  b    ak  of  dav. 

Wttkdth         ptqt  btlflh         weie  suc- 

flBtthm  w  lyfytlt         could  not 

th         fus      tl  y  d  th      1      t  i  ad  gained ; 

and   f  t    p    h  t      f      th      gh      St  ill         w        tired,  after 

gag  m     t    f  tw    h  b  rntnn       ff    11  aitJl    y  w  th  us.     We 

d  d      t  k         till    ft     ti     ■tff     wah  1  e  to  gain 

ing         nipl  t         tybt         h  Itfd    erters  and 

th  iJ  m         tthtppti  mk  retreat  to 

Ci     t        "W  hil    tl        U      1    t  d    t    as  p    it}  Or  loss  wiU 

m       t         klia       dw       ddt       p       d       fth         ldd»     Thzs 

timtftll  ^sfdd         1  t  I     writing  to  hzs 

h    th  th    17tl     t  O  t  b      G         1 W    i    gt      d        b  d  the  loss 

ssbgbt  ti  dm  kiH  d  d  d       d  missing 

G  IH  h       fiildpthttdtlAm  loss  to  be 

bt  tw        dth       hldklMbtiihdid       mded,  and 

p       d       ff        !      ddtk  This   is   diubtle.s   an   e^aggeiation. 

P       h     p    t     1ti      1  the  battle  of  Germantown,  and  the  letter 

IP    b  d   tl      k    &        Congress  to  General  Washington    in 

f  t     t,  A  No.  III. 
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from  Peekskill  amounting  to  about  twelve  hundred,  in- 
cluding officers,  would  be  last  night  at  Coryell's  FeiTy. 
About  five  hundred  militia  from  Virginia,  and  two  hun- 
dred from  Maryland,  together  with  Colonel  Gibson's 
State  regiment  consisting  of  two  hundred  and  twenty- 
six  efi'ectives,  have  already  joined  the  army.  Since 
the  action,  General  Forman's  brigade  of  Jersey  militia 
has  quitted  us.  The  men  began  to  be  uneasy  at  their 
situation,  and  desirous  to  return  home ;  and  as,  by  some 
intelligence  received  from  General  Dickinson,  there  was 
reason  to  imagine  there  might  be  a  call  for  their  ser- 
vices in  the  Jerseys,  it  was  thought  expedient  to  gratify 
their  desire. 

The  state  of  our  water  defence  on  the  Delaware  is 
far  from  hieing  as  flattering  as  could  be  wished.  After 
some  slight  opposition  from  the  Jersey  mUitia  under 
General  Newcomb,  a  detachment  of  the  enemy  took 
possession  of  Billingsport.  This  perhaps  is  an  event  of 
no  material  consequence ;  but  it  is  to  be  lamented,  that 
many  of  the  officers  and  seamen  on  boai'd  the  galleys 
have  manifested  a  disposition  that  does  them  little 
honor.  Looking  upon  their  situation  as  desperate,  or 
probably  from  worse  motives,  they  have  been  guilty  of 
the  most  alarming  desertions.  Two  whole  crews,  in- 
cluding the  officers,  have  deserted  to  the  enemy.  I 
learn  however  by  Captain  Brewer,  who  is  this  moment 
arrived  here  from  the  fleet,  that  the  accounts  they  have 
received  from  the  city,  of  our  late  attaclc,  were  such 
as  to  have  produced  a  favorable  change,  and  to  have 
inspired  them  with  more  confidence.  I  would  here 
observe,  that  the  charge  of  bad  conduct  was  by  no 
means  applicable  to  the  whole ;  far  from  it.  He  further 
adds,  that  four  of  the  enemy's  ships  made  an  attempt 
yesterday  morning  to  weigh  the  chevaux-de-frise  oppo- 
site to  Billingsport,  but  were  repulsed  by  our  g 
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which  has  also  contributed  to  raise  the  spirits  of  the 
seamen.  Our  garrison  on  Fort  Island,  consisting  of 
little  more  than  two  hundred  Continental  troops  under 
Lieutenant- Colonel  Smith,  appear  determined  to  maui- 
tain  their  post  to  the  last  extremity, 

I  beg  leave  to  mention  to  Congress,  that  there  is  a 
great  deficiency  of  general  officers  in  this  army.  When 
the  detachment  coming  from  Peekskill  joins  us,  we 
shall  have  thirteen  brigades.  These  require  as  many 
brigadiers,  and  six  major-generals.  Instead  of  these, 
we  shall  have  only  four  major-generals  and  eleven 
brigadiers ;  and  the  deficiency  will  be  still  increased  by 
"the  death  of  General  Nash,  which,  from  every  appear- 
ance, is  momentarily  to  be  expected.  General  "Wood- 
ford's absence,  occasioned  by  his  wound,  adds  to  our 
embarrassments,  though  it  wOI  be  but  for  a  time.  Un- 
der these  circumstances,  Congress  will  be  sensible  that 
the  government  of  the  army  cannot  go  on  with  that 
energy,  which  is  essential  to  its  well-being  and  success. 
Neither  officers  nor  men  will  transfer  the  respect  and 
obedience  they  pay  to  a  general  officer,  to  a  colonel 
who  happens  to  be  appomted  to  the  temporary  com- 
mand of  a  brigade ;  nor  will  he,  knowing  his  authority 
to  be  only  temporary,  be  as  sohcitous  to  enforce  it,  as 
one  who  is  conscious  he  is  to  continue  in  the  station  he 
fills.  Want  of  leisure  prevents  my  being  more  par- 
ticular at  this  time;  but  I  shall  take  the  liberty,  in  a 
day  or  two,  to  point  out  the  troops  that  are  in  want 
of  general  officers,  with  my  observations  on  the  sub- 
ject. 

I  cannot  however  omit  this  opportunity  of  recom- 
mending Genera!  M'^Dougall  to  their  notice.  This  gen- 
tleman, from  the  time  of  his  appointment  as  brigadier, 
from  his  abihdes,  military  knowledge,  and  approved 
bravery,  has  every  claim  to  promotion.    If  I  mistake 
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not,  he  was  passed  over  in  the  last  appointments  of 
major-generals,  and  younger  officers  preferred  before 
him ;  but  his  disinterested  attachment  to  the  service 
prevented  his  acting  in  the  manner,  that  is  customary 
in  like  circumstances.  This,  I  think,  gives  him  a  pecu- 
har  title  to  esteem,  and  concurs  with  the  opinion  I  have 
of  his  value  as  an  officer,  to  make  me  wish  it  may  ap- 
pear advisable  to  Congress  to  promote  him  to  one  of 
the  vacancies.  It  would  be  well  if  the  intended  inquiry 
into  the  conduct  of  General  St.  Clair  could  be  brought 
to  a  speedy  issue;  and,  if  he  is  acquitted  to  the  satis- 
faction of  Congress,  that,  as  his  general  character  as 
an  officer  is  good,  he  may  be  again  restored  to  the 
service. 

By  a  letter  this  evening  received  from  Colonel  Hawkes 
Hay  of  Haverstraw,  dated  the  5th,  at  four  o'clock  in  the 
afternoon,  four  ships  of  war,  a  considerable  number  of 
armed  vessels,  eight  transports,  and  forty  flat-bottomed 
boats,  arrived  that  morning  in  the  bay  opposite  that 
place,  and  were  landing  troops  at  Verplanck's  Point, 
Their  number  and  design  were  not  known. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c. 


TO   COLONEL   CHRISTOPHER   GREENE. 

Instructions. 
Sir, 
I  have  directed  General  Varnum  to  send  your  regi- 
ment and  that  of  Colonel  Angell  to  Red  Bank,  by  a 
route  which  has  been  marked  out  to  him.  The  com- 
mand of  that  detachment  will  of  course  devolve  upon 
you,  with  which  you  will  proceed  with  all  expedition, 
and  throw  yourself  into  that  place.  When  you  arrive 
there,  you  will  immediately  communicate  your  arrival 
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to  Colonel  Smith,  commander  of  the  garrison  at  Fort 
Mifflin,  and  Commodore  Hazelwood,  commander  of  the 
fleet  in  the  river.*  You  are  to  cooperate  with  them  in 
every  measure  necessary  for  the  defence  of  the  ob- 
structions in  the  river,  and  to  counteract  every  attempt 
the  enemy  may  make  for  their  removal.  You  will  find 
a  very  good  fortification  at  Red  Bank ;  but  if  any  thing 
should  be  requisite  to  render  it  stronger,  or  proportion 
it  to  the  size  of  your  garrison,  you  will  have  it  done. 
The  cannon  you  will  stand  in  need  of,  as  much  as  can 
be  spared,  will  be  furnished  from  the  galleys  and  Fort 
Mifilin,  from  whence  also  you  will  derive  supplies  of 
military  stores. 

I  have  sent  Captain  DuplessiSjf  with  some  officers 
and  men,  to  take  the  immediate  direction  of  the  ar- 
tillery, for  your  garrison.  He  is  also  to  superintend 
any  works  that  may  be  wanted.  If  there  should  be 
any  deficiency  of  men  for  the  artillery,  the  security  of 
the  garrison  will  require  you  to  assist  him  with  a  few 
additional  ones  from  your  detachment.  You  should 
not  lose  a  moment's  time  in  getting  to  the  place  of 
your  destination,  and  maldng  every  proper  preparation 
for  its  defence.  Any  delay  might  give  the  enemy  an 
opportunity  of  getting  there  before  you,  which  could 
not  fail  of  being  most  fatal  in  its  consequences.  If  in 
the  progress  of  your  march  you  should  fall  in  with  any 
detachment  of  the  enemy,  bending  towards  the  same 
object,  and  hkely  to  gain  it  before  you,  and  from  in- 
telligence should  ha^e  leason  to  think  }ouiBelf  equal 

Commodirp  HazPlwood  arted  under  a  ommiision  fium  Pcnnsylva- 
niB,  ind  onginaJIj  commandGd  only  the  armed  seosels  belonging  to  tliat 
State  But  the  Continental  Bhipping  m  tljo  Delaware  wis  nniv  lilteivise 
put  under  his  command  This  caused  sume  uneabine==  on  tho  pait  of 
'he  rontmentnl  nivy  ofin.er'j,  and  occasional  wint  of  hiimony 

\  \  young  French  officer  ot  great  merit,  appninted  b^  Crngre^'i  a 
captam  of  aitiUeiy  in  tl  f  Aroeiitan  senice 
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to  the  task,  you  will  by  all  means  attack  them,  and 
eiideavour  by  that  means  to  disappoint  their  design. 

1  have  written  to  General  Newcomb,  of  the  Jersey 
mihtia,  to  give  you  all  the  aid  in  his  power,  for  which 
you  will  accordingly  apply  when  necessary. 

Upon  the  whole.  Sir,  you  will  be  pleased  to  remem- 
ber, that  the  post  with  which  you  are  now  intrusted  is 
of  the  utmost  importance  to  America,  and  demands 
every  exertion  of  which  you  are  capable  for  its  security 
and  defence.  The  whole  defence  of  the  Delaware 
absolutely  depends  upon  it,  and  consequently  all  the 
enemy's  hopes  of  keeping  Philadelphia,  and  finally  suc- 
ceeding in  the  object  of  the  present  campaign.  In- 
fluenced by  these  considerations,  I  doubt  not  your 
regard  to  the  service,  and  your  own  reputation,  will 
prompt  you  to  every  possible  effort  to  accomplish  the 
important  end  of  your  trust,  and  frustrate  the  intentions 
of  the  enemy.  Given  at  Head- Quarters,  this  7th  day 
of  October,  1777.* 


TO    GOVERNOR   LIVINGSTON. 

Head-Quarters,  8  October,  1777. 
Sir, 
I  yesterday  received  ccrt^n  intelligence,  that  the 
enemy  had  proceeded  up  Hudson's  River  from  New 
York,  and  landed  a  body  of  men  at  Verplanek's  Point, 
a  few  miles  below  Peekskill.  This  movement  fully  ex- 
plains those  appearances,  which  lately  induced  General 

■*  From  the  Orderli/  Book,  October  7lh.  "  The  situation  of  liie  army 
frequently  not  admitting-  of  the  regular  performance  of  divine  service  oa 
Sundays,  the  chaplains  of  the  army  are  forthwith  to  meet  together  and 
agree  on  some  method  of  performing  it  at  other  times,  which  method 
they  will  malto  known  to  the  Commander-in-chief." 
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Dickinson  to  apprehend  a  second  incursion  into  the 
Jerseys ;  and  gives  reason  to  beheve,  that,  instead  of 
that,  the  enemy  meditate  a  serious  blow  against  our 
posts  in  the  Highlands.  This  circumstance  is  some- 
what alarming,  as  the  situation  of  our  affairs  this  way 
has  obhged  us  to  draw  off  so  large  a  part  of  our  force 
from  Peekskill,  that  what  now  remains  there  may  per- 
haps prove  inadequate  to  the  defence  of  it.  Should 
any  disaster  happen,  it  is  easy  to  foresee  the  most  un- 
happy consequences.  The  loss  of  the  Highland  passes 
would  be  likely  to  involve  the  reduction  of  the  forts. 
This  would  open  the  navigation  of  the  river,  and  enable 
the  enemy  with  facility  to  throw  their  force  into  Albany, 
get  into  the  rear  of  General  Gates,  and  either  oblige 
him  to  retreat,  or  put  him  between  two  fires.  The 
success  of  the  present  attempt  upon  Peekskill  may,  in 
its  consequences,  entirely  change  the  face  of  our  north- 
ern affairs,  and  throw  them  into  a  very  disagreeable  and 
unfavorable  train. 

I  am  confident,  that  no  arguments  need  be  used  to 
dispose  you  to  contribute  every  effort  in  your  power, 
to  obviate  an  evil  of  so  great  magnitude ;  and  as  I  do 
not  conceive,  that  there  can  be  now  any  danger  of  your 
militia  being  wanted  at  home,  for  the  internal  security 
of  your  State,  I  am  persuaded  you  will  readily  con- 
sent to  my  request,  that  as  large  a  part  of  them,  as 
can  be  prevailed  upon  to  go,  may  immediately  march 
with  all  expedition  to  the  aid  of  General  Putnam.  At 
this  distance,  unacquainted  as  I  am  with  what  may  have 
talien  place,  I  cannot  give  any  particular  directions  to 
regulate  their  march;  they  must  govern  themselves  by 
circumstances,  and  act  according  to  the  intelligence  and 
orders  they  may  receive  from  General  Putnam. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &.c. 
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TO   LIEUTENAKT-COLONBL   SAMUEL   SMITH. 

Skippaclt  Camp,  11  October,  1777. 
SiK, 

I  received  yours  of  the  9th,  informing  me  of  the  oc- 
casion of  the  late  firing.  I  imagine  the  enemy  still  persist 
in  their  attempt,  as  the  firing  has  continued  at  intervals 
ever  since.*  As  the  rear  of  the  fort  is  only  defended 
by  a  picket  work,  I  think  you  ought  to  lose  no  time  in 
throwing  up  a  bank  against  the  picket,  which  would 
strengthen  it  and  make  it  defensible  against  shot.  If 
some  blinds  were  thrown  up,  within  the  area  of  the 
fort,  they  would  be  a  security  against  shells,  of  which 
I  think  you  are  in  more  danger  than  from  shot.  You 
seem  apprehensive,  if  the  enemy  should  possess  Prov- 
ince Island,  that  your  men  must  quit  their  barracks. 
In  that  case  you  should  think  of  finding  out  some  more 

*  The  enemy  erected  a  battery,  on  the  9th  of  September,  at  the 
mouth  of  the  Schuylkii],  to  secure  the  passage  at  Webb's  Perry.  Com- 
modore Hazelwood  sent  several  gaUeya  to  attack  the  battery,  which  was 
silenced  in  a  short  tune.  In  tlie  night  of  the  10th  the  enemy  crossed 
Webb's  Ferry  and  erected  a  redoubt  opposite  tlie  fort,  within  two  mtisket 
shots  of  the  blockhouse.  As  soon  as  the  redoubt  was  discovered  in  the 
morning,  the  Commodore  despatched  three  galleys  and  a  floating  bat- 
tery to  attack  it;  which  was  so  well  executed,  that  one  lieutenant,  one 
ensign,  and  fifty-six  privates  were  compelled  to  surrender  themselves 
prisoners  of  viai.— Hazeheood'a  MS.  Letter,  October  11th. 

In  spealting  of  the  probability,  that  the  enenjy  would  bring  their  can- 
non to  bear  upon  the  fort  fi'om  the  opposite  shore,  Colonel  Smith  wrote ; 
— "I  shall  in  that  caae  be  obliged  to  cover  my  men;  and  should  they  keep 

[  th   r  fi  tie  night,  it  will  compel  ns  to  sleep  in  the  open  air, 

wl  cl  «iU  soon  destroy  my  small  paity.  I  have  already  sent  away  six 
me    and  one  officer  siclf.    Besides  this,  we  have  seven  more  in  garrison 

nfit  for  dut  1  owever,  if  they  keep  their  men  in  the  marshes  two  or 
three  da  s  tl  ev  nust  la  this  weather  become  equally  sickly.  From  the 
number  of  the  enemy  we  saw  on  the  shore,  I  am  of  the  opinion  that  they 
ha\e  at  least  seven  hundred  and  fifty  men,  perhaps  a  thousand.  I  have 
now  two  hundred  effective  men  in  garrison.  The  number  of  wounded  in 
last  Saturday's  engagement  [at  Germantown],  by  every  account  we  can 
get  from  the  city,  exceeds  twelve  hundred,"— .WS.  iieHer,  OctoberdtJt. 
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secure  place  for  sheltering  them.  I  cannot  at  present 
think  of  any  place  better  than  between  the  east  face 
of  the  Stone  Fort  and  the  lower  battery;  they  will  at 
least  be  safe  there  until  an  attack  begins  from  the  water. 
I  desired  Captain  Brewer,  who  went  from  hence  yester- 
day, to  caution  the  Commodore  against  an  unnecessary 
expenditure  of  ammunition,  and  I  beg  that  you  will 
also  be  careful  in  that  point ;  for  should  the  enemy  cut 
off  your  intercourse  with  us,  you  will  find  the  want  of 
it.     I  am,  &c. 

P.  S.  It  is  my  wish  that  Colonel  Greene  and  you, 
in  concert  with  the  gentlemen  of  the  navy,  would  turn 
your  attention  to  every  place,  which  wiO  contribute  to 
the  defence  of  the  water  obstructions,  and,  if  it  is  in  my 
power  to  afford  assistance,  I  will  do  it. 


TO    GOVERJYOR   GEORGE   CLINTOW, 

Head- 0,11  arters,  15  October,  1777. 

Dear  Sir, 
I  was  this  day  honored  with  yours  of  the  9tb,  con- 
taining a  full  account  of  the  storm  of  Forts  Montgomery 
and  Clinton.  General  Putnam  had  given  me  informa- 
tion of  the  loss  two  days  before,  but  not  in  so  full  and 
ample  a  manner.  It  is  to  be  regretted,  that  so  brave  a 
resistance  did  not  meet  with  a  suitable  reward.  You 
have  however  the  satisfaction  of  knowing,  that  every 
thing  was  done,  that  could  possibly  be  done  by  a  hand- 
ful against  a  far  superior  force.  This  I  am  convinced- 
was  the  case.  This  affair  might  have  been  attended 
with  fatal  consequences,  had  not  there  been  a  most 
providential  intervention  in  favor  of  General  Gates's 
arms  on  the  7th  instant;  but  I  am  fully  of  opinion,  that 
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Sir  Henry  Clinton  will  not  advance  much  farther  up 
the  river,  upon  hearing  of  Burgoyne's  defeat  and  re- 
treat. Nothing  but  an  absolute  necessity  could  have 
induced  me  to  withdraw  any  further  part  of  the  troops 
allotted  for  the  defence  of  the  posts  up  the  North  River; 
but  such  was  the  reduced  state  of  our  Continental  regi- 
ments, after  the  battle  of  Brandywine,  and  such  the 
difficulty  of  procuring  reinforcements  of  militia  from  the 
southward,  that  without  the  troops  from  Peekskill  we 
should  scarcely  have  been  able  to  keep  the  field  against 
General  Howe.  I  had  the  greatest  hopes,  that  Gen- 
eral Putnain  would  draw  in  as  many  Connecticut  mihtia, 
as  would  replace  the  Continental  troops,  and  I  make  no 
doubt  but  he  did  all  in  his  power  to  obtain  them  in 
time.  I  am  sorry  that  you  were  under  the  necessity 
of  destroying  the  frigates.  The  only  consolation  is,  that 
if  we  had  not  done  it  ourselves,  the  enemy  would  either 
have  done  it  for  us,  or  have  carried  them  down  for  theii- 
own  use.* 

Since  the  battle  of  Germantown,  the  two  armies  have 
remained  in  a  manner  quiet.  The  enemy  have  made 
several  attempts  to  remove  the  obstructions  in  the 
Delaware,  but  hitherto  without  effect.  They  are  now 
making  preparations  to  raise  batteries  in  the  rear  of 
Fort  Mifflin,  which  commands  the  uppermost  chevaux- 
de-frise.  If  we  can  maintain  that  post,  and  one  oppo- 
site upoii  the  Jersey  shore,  I  hope  our  ships,  galleys, 
and  floating  batteries,  will  be  able  to  keep  their  stations 
and  repel  any  force,  that  can  be  brought  by  water  di- 
rectly in  front,  I  most  earnestly  wait  for  further  news 
from  the  northward,  which  I  hope  will  bring  us  accounts 
of  the  total  ruin  of  Burgoyne's  army. 


*  For  other  particulars  respecting  tlie  capture  of  Ports  Montgomery 
and  Clinton,  see  AppENnrx,  No.  IV. 
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It  is  not  unlikely,  that  one  of  Sir  Henry  Clinton's 
objects  will  be  to  destroy  the  boats  and  small  craft  in 
the  North  River.  Should  this  be  the  case,  and  he 
succeed,  I  think  it  will  be  advisable  to  set  a  number 
of  workmen  to  building  flat-bottomed  boats  at  some 
secure  places  within  three  or  four  miles  of  the  water, 
from  which  they  may  be  easily  hauled.  They  are  so 
exceedingly  useful,  and  so  frequently  wanted,  that  I 
think  the  business  cannot,  in  such  case,  be  too  soon 
begun  or  carried  on  with  too  much  expedition.  I  have 
written  to  General  Putnam  upon  the  same  subject. 

I  am,  dear  Sir,  &,c. 


TO   THE   PKESIDE:}fT   OF   CONOEESS. 

Head-Quarters,  at  Peter  Wmtz's,  10  October,  1777. 

Sir, 
In  respect  to  the  resolution,  directing  a  flag  to  be 
sent  to  General  Howe,  I  am  inclined  to  think,  that  the 
information  upon  which  it  was  framed  was  without 
foundation.  The  letters,  which  have  come  from  our 
officers,  who  have  been  lately  taken,  generally  mention 
that  their  treatment  has  been  tolerably  good;  and  such 
privates  as  have  escaped  have  said  nothing,  in  the 
course  of  their  examination,  of  their  having  been  com- 
pelled to  work.  For  these  reasons  I  have  taken  the 
liberty  to  decline  sending  the  flag.*  At  the  same  time 
Congress  may  be  assured,  if  our  prisoners  sufl'cr  any 
wrongs,  I  shall  take  every  means  in  my  power  to  have 
them  redressed  as  soon  as  I  am  apprized  of  them. 

*  Information  had  at  difFerent  times  been  conveyed  to  Congress,  tliat 
the  prisoners  in  Philadelphia  were  compelled  to  labor,  and  ivere  era- 
ployed  in  throwing  up  works  in  the  neighbourhood  of  the  city.  Congress 
thouglit  it  incumbent  on  them  to  inquire  into  the  truth  of  (he  report, 
and  directed  tliat  a  flag  should  he  immediately  despatched  to  General 
Howe  for  that  purpose. — President  Hancock's  Letter,  Oclcber  12f/i. 
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It  is  with  the  highest  satisfaction  I  congratulate  Con- 
gress on  the  success  of  our  arms  at  the  northward  in 
the  action  of  the  7th,  an  event  of  the  most  interesting 
importance  at  this  critical  juncture.  From  the  happy 
train  in  which  things  then  were,  I  hope  we  shall  soon 
hear  of  the  most  decisive  advantages.  We  moved  this 
morning  from  the  encampment  at  which  we  had  been 
for  six  or  seven  days  past,  and  are  just  arrived  at  the 
grounds  we  occupied  before  the  action  of  the  4th. 
One  motive  for  coming  here  is  to  divert  the  enemy's 
attention  and  force  from  the  forts.  These  they  seem 
to  consider  as  capital  objects,  and,  from  their  operations, 
mean  to  reduce  if  possible.  At  present  their  designs 
are  directed  against  Fort  Mifflin  and  the  chevaux-de- 
frise.  I  have  therefore  detached  a  further  reinforce- 
ment to  the  garrison. 

I  yesterday,  through  the  hands  of  Mrs.  Ferguson  of 
Graham  Park,  received  a  letter  of  a  very  curious  and  ex- 
traordinary nature  from  Mr.  Duche,  which  I  have  thought 
proper  to  transmit  to  Congress.  To  this  ridiculous,  il- 
liberal performance,  I  made  a  short  reply,  by  desiring 
the  bearer  of  it,  if  she  should  hereafter  by  any  accident 
meet  widi  Mr.  Duche,  to  tell  him  I  should  have  return- 
ed it  unopened,  if  I  had  had  any  idea  of  the  contents ; 
observing  at  the  same  time,  that  I  highly  disapproved 
the  intercourse  she  seemed  to  have  been  carrying  on, 
and  expected  it  would  be  discontinued.  Notwithstand- 
ing the  author's  assertion,  I  cannot  but  suspect  that  the 
measure  did  not  originate  with  him ;  and  that  he  was 
induced  to  it  by  the  hope  of  estabhshing  his  interest 
and  peace  more  effectually  with  the  enemy. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &.c.* 

*  Concerning  Iluch^'a  letter  to  General  Washington,  see  Afplsbii. 
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TO   THOMAS    WHARTON",   PRESIDENT    OF    PESK- 
SYLVAKIA. 

Head-Quarters,  17  October,  ]?;?. 

Sir, 

As  the  term  of  service  of  a  great  number  of  the 
militia  of  this  State,  who  were  called  out  some  time 
ago,  has  expired,  and  their  places  have  been  by  no 
means  punctually  filled  up  by  succeeding  classes,  I 
am  constrained  to  call  upon  you,  in  the  most  pressing 
manner,  to  exert  the  powers  of  government,  not  only 
to  keep  up  the  number  of  four  thousand  men  demanded 
by  Congress,  but  of  a  much  greater  number,  if  they 
can  possibly  be  armed  and  accoutred.  When  the  capi- 
tal of  your  State  is  in  the  enemy's  hands,  and  when 
they  can  only  be  dislodged  from  thence  by  a  powerful 
reinforcement  of  mihtia,  in  aid  of  Continental  troops, 
there  should  not  be  a  moment's  hesitation,  whether 
one  or  two  classes  should  be  commanded  to  appear ; 
but  at  least  one  half  of  the  men,  capable  of  bearing 
arms,  should  be  called  into  the  field.  By  exertions  of 
this  kind,  New  York,  though  sorely  oppressed  by  our 
avowed  enemies,  and  more  so  by  our  internal  foes,  has 
made  a  noble  resistance ;  and  New  Jersey  has  kept 
the  enemy  out  of  her  limits,  except  now  and  then  a 
hasty  descent,  without  a  Continental  regiment.  Besides 
doing  this,  she  has  sent  and  is  now  sending  reinforce- 
ments to  this  and  the  northern  army.  It  will  not  be 
long,  before  the  militia  from  Maryland  and  Virginia  will 
have  performed  their  tour  of  duty;  and  from  the  dis- 
tance, which  most  of  them  have  to  travel  before  they 
reach  the  army,  I  cannot  expect  much  more  assistance 
from  those  quarters,  in  the  course  of  the  remaning 
part  of  the  campaign, 

I  assure  you.  Sir,  it  is  matter  ot  astonishment  to 
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every  part  of  the  coiitinent,  to  hear  that  Pennsylvania, 
the  most  opulent  and  populous  of  all  the  States,  has 
but  twelve  hundred  militia  in  the  field,  at  a  time  when 
the  enemy  are  endeavouring  to  make  themselves  com- 
pletely masters  of,  and  to  fix  their  winter  quarters  in, 
her  capital.  Without  the  free  navigation  of  the  Dela- 
ware 1  am  confident,  that  General  Howe  will  never 
I'emain  in  Philadelphia,  and  I  am  as  confident,  that,  had 
I  a  sufficient  force  to  afford  as  much  assistance  to  the 
forts  upon  the  Delaware  as  their  importance  deserves, 
he  would  not  be  able  to  possess  them.  I  have  spared 
as  many  of  the  Continental  troops  as  I  possibly  can, 
without  endangering  the  safety  of  the  army,  and  I  shall 
still  continue  to  afford  every  further  relief  in  my  power. 
From  this  state  of  facts,  I  hope  that  you  will  not  lose 
a  moment,  in  calling  upon  and  endeavouring  to  rouse 
the  people  of  this  State  to  a  manly  and  effectual  oppo- 
sition ;  and  I  know  of  no  means  so  likely  to  answer  this 
end,  as  not  to  confine  the  demand  to  any  particular 
number,  but  to  call  upon  every  man  to  come  forth. 
The  county  lieutenants  should  be  particularly  careful 
to  see,  that  all  those,  who  have  arms  and  accoutrements 
of  their  own,  brmg  them  out;  for  they  have  a  very 
mistaken  notion,  that  there  are  full  supplies  in  the  Con- 
tinental stores.  Many  even  come  out  without  blankets, 
expecting  to  find  them. 

There  is  another  matter,  which  I  beg  leave  to  recom- 
mend to  the  serious  consideration  of  the  legislature  of 
your  State ;  that  is,  the  adopting  of  some  mode  of  com- 
pleting and  keeping  up  the  quota  of  your  Continental 
regiments.  Upon  an  average,  your  battahons  have 
never  been  above  one  third  full;  and  now  many  of 
them  are  far  below  even  that.  From  the  extravagant 
prices  given  to  substitutes  in  the  militia,  in  the  different 
States,  it  has  become  impossible  to  recruit  more  upon 
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the  bounty  allowed  by  Congress.  The  New  England 
States  and  Virginia  have  begun  to  adopt  the  mode  of 
drafting,  and,  I  am  informed,  they  have  succeeded  very 
well.  I  am  convijiced,  that  this  will  be  found  the 
only  method  of  raising  Continental  troops ;  and,  if  the 
measure  were  to  become  general  throughout  the  States, 
it  would  not  be  deemed  a  hardship.  I  mention  this 
matter  to  you  at  this  time,  in  the  hope  that  you  will  as 
soon  as  possible  fall  upon  this,  or  some  other  mode,  to 
recruit  your  regiments  in  the  course  of  this  fall  and 
winter ;  and,  as  it  is  more  than  probable,  that  our  oppo- 
sition will  not  end  with  this  campaign,  we  ought  to 
endeavour  to  have  a  respectable  army  in  the  field  in 
the  spring,  before  the  enemy  can  receive  further  rein- 
forcements from  Europe.    I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &,c. 


TO   RICHARD   HENRY   LEE,   IN   CONGRESS. 

Matuchen  Hill,  17  Octolier,  1777. 

Dear  Sir, 

Your  favor  of  the  5th  instant,  as  also  that  of  the  11th 
by  Baron  de  Kalb,  are  both  at  hand.  It  is  not  in 
my  power  at  present  to  answer  your  query  respecting 
the  appointment  of  this  gentleman.  But,  Sir,  if  there 
is  any  thing  in  a  report,  that  Congress  have  appointed, 
or  as  others  say  are  about  to  appoint.  Brigadier  Conway 
a  major-general  in  this  army,  it  will  be  as  unfortunate 
a  measure  as  ever  was  adopted.  I  may  add,  and  I 
think  with  truth,  that  it  will  give  a  fatal  blow  to  the 
existence  of  the  army.  Upon  so  interesting  a  subject, 
I  must  speak  plainly.  The  duty  I  owe  my  country, 
the  ardent  desire  I  have  to  promote  its  true  interests, 
and  justice  to  individuals,  require  this  of  me.  General 
Conway's  merit,  then,  as  an  officer,  and  his  importance 
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in  this  army,  exist  more  in  his  own  imagination,  than 
in  reaUty.  For  it  is  a  maxim  with  him,  to  leave  no 
service  of  his  own  untold,  nor  to  want  any  thing,  which 
is  to  be  obtained  by  importunity. 

But  as  I  do  not  mean  to  detract  from  him  any  merit 
he  possesses,  and  only  wish  to  have  the  matter  talien 
upon  its  true  ground,  after  allowing  him  every  thing 
that  his  warmest  friends  would  contend  for,  I  would 
ask,  why  the  youngest  brigadier  in  the  service  (for  I 
believe  he  is  so)  should  be  put  over  the  heads  of  aU 
the  eldest,  and  thereby  talie  rank  of,  and  command 
gentlemen,  who  but  yesterday  were  his  seniors;  gen- 
tlemen, who,  I  will  be  bold  to  say,  in  behalf  of  some 
of  them  at  least,  are  of  sound  judgment  and  unques- 
tionable bravery  1  If  there  was  a  degree  of  conspicu- 
ous merit  in  General  Conway,  unpossessed  by  any  of 
his  seniors,  the  confusion,  which  might  be  occasioned 
by  it,  would  stand  warranted  upon  the  principles  of 
sound  pohcy ;  for  I  readily  agree,  that  this  is  no  time 
for  trifling;  but,  at  the  same  time  that  I  cannot  sub- 
scribe to  the  fact,  this  truth  I  am  very  well  assured  of 
(though  I  have  not  direcdy,  nor  indirectly,  exchanged 
a  word  with  any  one  of  the  brigadiers  on  the  subject, 
nor  am  I  certain  that  any  one  has  heard  of  the  appoint- 
ment), that  they  will  not  serve  under  him.  I  leave 
you  to  guess,  therefore,  at  the  situation  this  army  would 
be  in  at  so  important  a  crisis,  if  this  event  should  take 
place.  These  gentlemen  have  feelings  as  officers ;  and 
though  they  do  not  dispute  the  authority  of  Congress 
to  make  appointments,  they  will  judge  of  the  propriety 
of  acting  under  them. 

In  a  word,  the  service  is  so  difficult,  and  every  ne- 
cessary so  expensive,  that  almost  all  our  officers  are 
tired  out.  Do  not,  therefore,  afford  them  good  pretexts 
for  retiring.    No  day  passes  over  my  head  without  ap- 
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plication  for  leave  to  resign.  Within  the  last  six  days, 
I  atn  certain,  twenty  commissions  at  least  have  been 
tendered  to  me.  I  must,  therefore,  conjure  you  to 
conjure  Congress  to  consider  this  matter  well,  and  not, 
by  a  real  act  of  injustice,  compel  some  good  ofiScers  to 
leave  the  service,  and  thereby  incur  a  train  of  evils 
unforeseen  and  irremediable.     To  sum  up  the  whole, 

I  have  been  a  slave  to  the  service;  I  have  undergone 
more  than  most  men  are  aware  of,  to  harmonize  so 
many  discordant  parts ;  but  it  will  be  impossible  for  me 
to  be  of  any  further  service,  if  such  insuperable  diffi- 
culties are  thrown  in  my  way.  You  may  believe  me, 
my  good  Sir,  that  I  have  no  earthly  views,  but  the  pub- 
lic good,  in  what  I  have  said.  I  have  no  prejudice 
against  General  Conway,  nor  desire  to  serve  any  other 
brigadier,  further  than  I  think  the  cause  will  be  benefit- 
ed by  it ;  to  bring  which  to  a  speedy  and  happy  con- 
clusion, is  the  most  fervent  wish  of  my  soul.^ 

ML  plid   —    I  gddil      rpnsed  to  find  you  had 

b       tldC  hdpptdG      ralC         ya  major-general.    No 

hpptmthb        md  dibleit  will,  whilst  it  is 

I I  Ij  t  p  d  th  I  q  Y  St.  It  is  very  true, 
thtbtl       tl          dwtltdrsth       h       ben  advocates  for  the 

a*  d    t  h      b  ffim    d,  th  t   t        uld  be  very  agreeable  to 

th     rmj   wl        f       t    M    C    w  y  was         rt  i3  to  be.    Hy  judgment 
this  b  IV         tfdtill  dyur  letter,    I  am  very 

sure  Congress  would  not  taie  any    t  p  th  t  m    1 1  '  j       tl        my 
even  have  a  tendency  that  way;  adi       lybl         tJy       btl       n 
your  difficulties  by  every  means  in  tb      p  f  m   n     t  t 

tliat  the  purest  motives  of  public  g    d  d      t  y  t 

«  The  busmess  of  a  Board  ofW  tis  nptat,ad 

(lemandmg  such  constant  attention  th  t  C  ng  1      ly  tl 

=itj  of  con^tutrag  a  new  board,  t  f  C  gr  wl  t  m  hall  b 
entirely  devoted  to  that  essential  d  p  rtm  nt     It      by      m  mly 

proposed,  that  this  board  shaJl  be  £11  d  by  tl     Ih       f  11  g    tl 

men,  CoIoupI  Reed,  Colonel  Picke  ng  tl  p  nt  dj  t  nt  g  ral  nd 
Colonel  Harrison,  your  secretaiy  ;ajltht&n  IC  wyb  ppontd 
adjutant-general  in  the  room  of  C  1  n  1  P  k  ng  It  my  h  and 
I  am  sure  it  is  so  of  many  other  t  In  w  y  f  11  d  ndid  ti 
ments  on  this  subject    For  my  pait,  I  t  b        t  fl  d  w  Ih 
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With  respect  to  the  wants  of  the  miHtia,  in  the  articles 
of  clothing,  you  must  be  well  convinced,  that  it  is  not  in 
my  power  to  supply  them  in  the  smallest  degree,  when 
near  one  half  of  our  own  men  arc  rendered  unfit  for 
service  for  want  of  these  things.  I  can  add  no  more 
at  present,  than  that  I  am,  dear  Sir,  &.c. 


TO   BARON   D'ARENDT. 

Head-Quarters,  18  October,  1777. 


Being  recovered  from  the  indisposition  under  which 
you  lately  labored,  you  are  to  proceed  immediately  to 
Fort  Mifflin  on  Mud  Island  and  take  the  command  of 


giving  any  opinion  on  tiie  point,  until  I  am  favored  with  jour  sentiments, 
h'  h  I    1  U  b  1     big  1  t    J      f     S'    as  j       fm   will 

P        t 

Ith      b  ffimdthtti         ICwy         Idqtt! 

lihw  tmd        mj  IBtIf         h        tld  ifi 

d  titl  Idl  tttl         dftl  pfnfl 

pptdnl        Iwdfh         w        tl.       t  t!        f         yh-d 

timAdt  qt  thmliUthd        tfG 

C  y      in       t     lis     tl  f  h       ]    uld  b       pp      t  il     Ij  t     t 

g         1       1       h    h     t!  I     f      J  1    1        My  f 

thilm  thtlh        b  t        dG         IC         yd  t 

tutJisfiljp      ddj       an        7f       thi  tylm        fh 

h  k  tl   t      U  tu  F  It  y      rtai     th  t  th 

p  bl     g    d  d         d         p    dy         til  g  and  th    J  d  fill    g    f  tl 

BdfW  II  lywhtmybd  th       oat 

PP  Id        timgC  wldppmtCllH 

tl     t  fi   t  k    w         h  th     y         uld  p       1  m  1    I  th    k 

U  t      imp  rt    t        ffi  tl   t   f    dj  U  t  y         1     h    Id  I    t      h  d 

tb     t  th    m  t        t      n,  d      t         — JlfS  Leil       Other  lOlk 
N  tw  tl  t    d    g  th      t     g      p         tat  f  (j         1  "W     b    gt 

thb         ItttMrL        aidUdddi  p         dm 

ML  plyG  IC         y  iptdbC  t 

kft  dpt  Iftl  yd  dttl  k 

f  mj      g  1  1    Id      b        d  \    —J    m  1     D 

«  6      13th 
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the  troops  there,  and  those  which  may  be  sent.  I  shall 
not  prescribe  any  particular  hne  for  your  conduct,  be- 
cause I  repose  the  utmost  confidence  in  your  bravery, 
knowledge,  and  judgment;  and  because  the  mode  of 
defence  must  depend  on  a  variety  of  circumstances, 
which  will  be  best  known  to  those,  who  are  on  the 
spot,  I  will  add,  that  the  m^ntenance  of  this  post  is 
of  the  last  importance  to  the  States  of  America,  and 
that  preventing  the  enemy  from  obtaining  possession 
of  it,  under  the  smiles  of  Heaven,  wUl  be  the  means  of 
our  defeating  the  army  to  which  we  are  now  opposed ; 
or  of  obliging  them  disgracefully  to  abandon  the  city  of 
Philadelphia,  which  is  now  in  their  hands. 

I  have  detached  to-day  a  further  reinforcement  to 
the  garrison,  and  have  instructed  Colonel  Greene,  who 
commands  at  Red  Bank,  to  cooperate  with  you,  and 
to  render  you  every  assistance  in  his  power.  You  will 
maintain  with  him,  and  with  Commodore  Hazelwood, 
who  commands  our  fleet,  a  good  understanding  and  the 
strictest  harmony.  These  will  be  essential;  and,  by 
mutually  aiding  each  other,  I  shall  look  forward  for  the 
most  happy  events.  You  will  be  particularly  attentive 
to  the  state  of  your  ammunition  and  provision,  advising 
me  of  the  same  from  time  to  time,  and  of  such  supplies 
as  you  may  judge  necessary  to  be  sent  to  you.  You 
will  also  report  to  me  the  situation  of  the  garrison,  as 
often  as  it  shall  be  requisite,  and  will  not  fail  to  transmit 
to  me  frequent  and  the  most  early  intelligence  of  every 
important  occurrence.  I  recommend  your  utmost  de- 
spatch to  arrive  at  the  garrison;  and  you  have  my 
warmest  wishes,  that  the  command  may  prove  honor- 
able to  yourself  and  beneficial  to  America.     I  am,  &.c.* 

*  The  Baron  d'Arcndt  was  a  colonel  in  tlic  Continental  satvicc,  and 
had  been  appointed  on  the  19th  of  Mai-ch  to  the  command  of  tlie  German 
Battalion.  ^ 
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TO   JOHN   AUGUSTINE   WASHIWGTON. 

Philadelpliia  County,  18  October,  1777. 

Dear  Brother, 

When  my  last  to  you  was  dated  I  know  not;  for 
truly  I  can  say,  that  my  whole  time  is  so  much  en- 
grossed, that  I  have  scarcely  a  moment,  but  sleeping 
ones,  for  relaxation,  or  to  indulge  myself  in  writing  to  a 
friend.  The  anxiety  you  have  been  under,  on  account 
of  this  army,  I  can  easily  conceive.  Would  to  God 
there  had  been  less  cause  for  it ;  or  that  our  situation 
at  present  was  such  as  to  promise  much.  The  enemy 
crossed  the  Schuylliill  (which,  by  the  by,  above  the 
Falls  is  as  easily  crossed  in  any  place  as  Potomac  Run, 
Aquia,  or  any  other  broad,  shallow  water)  rather  by 
stratagem ;  though  i  do  not  know,  that  it  was  in  our 
power  to  prevent  it,  as  theu-  manceuvres  made  it  ne- 
cessary for  us  to  attend  to  our  stores,  which  lay  at 
Reading,  towards  which  they  seemed  bending  their 
course,  and  the  loss  of  which  must  have  proved  our 
ruin.  After  they  had  crossed,  we  took  the  first  favor- 
able opportunity  of  attacking  them. 

This  was  attempted  by  a  night's  march  of  fourteen 
miles  to  surprise  them,  which  we  effectually  did,  so  far 
as  to  reach  their  guards  before  they  had  notice  of  our 
coming ;  and  if  it  had  not  been  for  a  thick  fog,  which 
rendered  it  so  dark  at  times  that  we  were  not  able  to 
distinguish  friend  from  foe  at  the  distance  of  thirty 
yards,  we  should,  I  beheve,  have  made  a  decisive  and 
glorious  day  of  it.  But  Providence  designed  it  other- 
wise ;  for  after  we  had  driven  the  enemy  a  mile  or  two, 
after  they  were  in  the  utmost  confusion  and  flying  be- 
fore us  in  most  places,  after  we  were  upon  the  point, 
as  it  appeared  to  every  body,  of  grasping  a  complete 
victory,  our  own  troops  took  fright  and  fled  with  pre- 
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cipitation  and  disorder.  How  to  account  for  this,  I 
know  not ;  unless,  as  I  before  observed,  the  fog  repre- 
sented their  own  friends  to  them  for  a  reinforcement  of 
the  enemy,  as  we  attacked  in  different  quarters  at  the 
same  time,  and  were  about  closing  the  wings  of  our 
army  when  this  happened.  One  thing,  indeed,  con- 
tributed not  a  little  to  our  misfortune,  and  that  was  a 
want  of  ammunition  on  the  right  wing,  which  began 
the  engagement,  and  in  the  course  of  two  hours  and 
forty  minutes,  which  time  it  lasted,  had,  many  of  them, 
expended  the  forty  rounds,  that  they  took  into  the  field. 
After  the  engagement  we  removed  to  a  place  about 
twenty  miles  from  the  enemy,  to  collect  our  forces 
together,  to  take  care  of  our  wounded,  get  furnished 
with  necessaries  again,  and  be  in  a  better  posture, 
either  for  offensive  or  defensive  operations.  We  are 
now  advancing  towards  the  enemy  again,  being  at  this 
time  within  twelve  miles  of  them. 

Our  loss  in  the  late  action  was,  in  killed,  wounded, 
and  missing,  about  one  thousand  men,  but  of  the  miss- 
ing, many,  i  dare  say,  took  advantage  of  the  times,  and 
deserted.  General  Nash  of  North  Carolina  was  wound- 
ed, and  died  two  or  three  days  after.  Many  valuable 
officers  of  ours  were  also  wounded,  and  some  killed. 
In  a  word,  it  was  a  bloody  day.  Would  to  Heaven  I 
could  add,  that  it  had  been  a  more  fortunate  one  for  us. 

I  very  smcerely  congratulate  you  on  the  change  in 
your  family.  Tell  the  young  couple,  after  wishing  them 
joy  of  their  union,  that  it  Is  my  sincere  hope,  that  it 
will  be  as  happy  and  lasting  as  their  present  joys  are 
boundless.  The  enclosed  letter  of  thanks  to  my  sister 
for  her  elegant  present,  you  will  please  to  deliver ;  and, 
with  sincere  affection  for  you  all,  I  am,  &c.* 

*  In  this  letter  General  Washington  enclosed  to  his  brofher  the  copy 
of  a  brief  despatch,  which  he  received  after  the  letter  was  written,  from 
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TO   MAJOR-GENERAL   PUTNAM. 

Camp,  19  October,  1777. 
Dear  Sir, 
Your  favor  of  the  16th  I  received  yesterday  morning, 
and  was  much  obhged  by  the  interesting  contents.* 
The  defeat  of  General  Burgoyne  is  a  most  important 
event,  and  such  as  must  afford  the  highest  satisfaction 
to  every  weh-affected  American.  Should  Providence 
be  pleased  to  crown  our  arms  in  the  course  of  the 
campaign  with  one  more  fortunate  stroke,  I  think  ive 
shall  have  no  great  cause  for  anxiety  respecting  the 

Governor  Clinton,  announcing  the  capitulation  of  Burgoyne's  army  at 
Saratoga.  He  added  in  a  postscript; — "I  most  devoutly  congratulate 
my  country,  and  every  well-wisher  to  the  cause,  on  this  signal  stroke 
of  Providence. 

*  After  the  British  had  captured  Fort  Montgomery,  and  the  other  peats 
on  the  Hudson,  General  Putnam  retreated  from  Peelwkil],  and  establish- 
ed his  liead-quartera  at  FisHdll  beyond  the  Highlands.  He  wrote  to 
General  Washington  from  Fishkill;  —  "Last  Monday  General  Parsons, 
with  about  two  thousand  troops,  marched  down  and  took  possession  of 
Peekskill,  and  the  passes  in  the  Highlands.  He  baa  taken  a  number 
of  cattle,  horses,  and  sheep,  which  were  collected  hy  the  enemy.  They 
had  burnt  die  buildings  and  barracks  at  the  Continental  Village,  and 
several  dwelUng-honses  and  other  buildings  at  Peekskill.  They  have 
demolished  Forts  Montgomery  and  Constitution,  and  are  repaying  Fort 
Clinton.  Yesterday  about  forty  sail  passed  up  the  river  crowded  with 
troops,  and  are  at  anchor  above  Pouglikeepsie,  the  wind  not  favoring. 
We  were  on  our  march  after  them,  when  I  met  the  agreeable  intelli- 
gence of  the  surrender  of  General  Burgoyne  and  his  army  as  prisoners 
of  war,  a  copy  of  which  is  enclosed.  I  thereupon  most  sincerely  con- 
gratulate your  Excellency.    I  have  halted  my  troops,  and  am  now  con- 
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future  designs  of  BritaJn.  I  trust  all  will  be  well  in 
His  good  time.  The  obvious  intention  of  Sir  Henry 
Clinton  was  to  relieve  General  Burgoyne,  and  being 
disappointed  in  that  by  his  surrender,  I  presume  he 
will  make  an  expeditious  return.  I  am  happy  to  find 
you  at  the  head  of  so  respectable  a  force,  and  flatter 
myself  if  he  should  land  with  a  view  to  action,  though 
I  do  not  expect  it,  you  will  give  us  a  happy  account 
of  him.  I  beheve,  from  the  braveiy  of  the  garrison  of 
Fort  Montgomery,  he  purchased  victory  at  no  incon- 
siderable expense.  General  Campbell  was  certainly 
killed.  This  they  mention  in  their  own  printed  account, 
but  call  him  lieutenant-colonel  of  the  fifty-second  regi- 
ment. He  was  a  general  on  the  American  estabhsh- 
ment,  so  declared  in  one  of  the  orderly  books,  which 
fell  into  our  hands.* 

I  have  but  little  to  add  respecting  the  situation  of 
affairs  here.  They  remain  much  as  they  were,  when 
I  wrote  to  you  last.  To  remove  the  obstructions  in 
the  river,  seems  to  be  a  capital  object  with  the  enemy. 
Their  attempts  hitherto  have  not  succeeded,  and  I  hope 
they  will  not.  I  am  extremely  sorry  for  the  death  of 
Mrs.  Putnam,  and  sympathize  with  you  upon  the  oc- 
casion. Remembering  that  all  must  die,  and  that  she 
had  lived  to  an  honorable  age,  I  hope  you  will  bear 
the  misfortune  with  that  fortitude  and  complacency  of 
mind,  that  become  a  man  and  a  Chrisdan.  I  am,  dear 
Sir,  with  great  esteem,  yours,  &.c. 

*  There  is  probably  an  error  here,  in.  regard  to  the  identity  of  the 
persons.  Sir  Hecry  Clinton,  in  his  official  return  of  the  killed  and 
wounded,  gives  the  name  of  "  Lieutenant-Colonel  Campbell  of  the  flfly- 
second  regiment."  There  was  a  General  Campbell  in  the  British  army 
at  that  time;  but  General  Dickinson,  in  a  letter  dated  November  18Ui, 
states  that  he  was  tJieu  on  Staten  Islancl.  Whence  it  would  follow,  that 
lie  could  not  have  been  the  same  person,  that  was  killed  at  Fovt  Mont- 
gomery. 

VOL.  V.  14 
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TO   THE   PRESIDENT   OF  CONGRESS.* 

Hcad-Ciuartei-s,  23  October,  1777. 

Dear  Sir, 

It  gives  me  real  pain  to  learn,  that  the  declining  state 
of  your  health,  owing  to  your  unwearied  attention  to 
public  business,  and  the  situation  of  your  private  affairs, 
oblige  you  to  relinquish  a  station,  though  but  for  a  time, 
which  you  have  so  long  filled  with  acknowrledged  pro- 
priety. Motives  as  well  of  a  personal  as  of  a  general 
concern  make  me  regret  the  necessity  that  compels 
you  to  retire,  and  to  wish  your  absence  from  office  may 
be  of  as  short  a  duration  as  possible.  In  the  progress 
of  that  intercourse,  which  has  necessarily  subsisted  be- 
tween us,  the  manner  in  which  you  have  conducted  it 
on  your  part,  accompanied  with  every  expression  of 
politeness  and  regard  to  me,  gives  you  a  claim  to  my 
warmest  acknowledgments. 

I  am  not  so  well  informed  of  the  situation  of  things 
up  the  North  River,  as  to  be  able  to  give  you  any 
satisfactory  advice  about  your  route.  I  should  rather 
apprehend  it  might  be  unsafe  for  you  to  travel  that 
way  at  this  time,  and  would  recommend,  if  you  can  do 

*  This  letter  was  in  reply  to  one  from  President  Hancocli,  containing  a 
notice  of  his  intention  to  retire  from  Congress.  "  It  is  now  above  two 
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it  without  any  materia!  inconvenience,  that  you  should 
defer  your  journey  till  there  is  some  change  in  affairs 
there,  or  till  they  have  taken  a  more  settled  form.  If 
you  should,  however,  resolve  to  proceed  immediately, 
and  will  be  pleased  to  signify  the  time,  an  escort  of 
horse  will  meet  you  at  Bethlehem,  to  accompany  you  to 
General  Putnam's  camp,  where  you  will  be  furnished 
with  another  escort  in  the  further  prosecution  of  your 
journey. 

I  am  extremely  obliged  to  you  for  your  polite  tender 
of  services  during  your  intended  residence  at  Boston, 
and  shall  always  be  happy,  when  leisure  and  opportu- 
nity permit  if  you  will  give  me  the  pleasure  of  hearing 
from  you.    I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &.c. 


TO   LIEUTENAXT-COLOJVEL   SAMUEL   SMITH. 

Ilead-Qiiarters,  23  October,  1777. 

Sir, 

Your  letter  of  the  18th  instant  I  received  last  night, 
wherein  you  express  a  desire  to  be  recalled  from  Fort 
Mifflin  to  join  your  corps.  I  found  it  absolutely  neces- 
sary to  reinforce  your  garrison,  and  that  it  was  imprac- 
ticable to  do  it  consistently,  without  superseding  you. 
This  determmed  me  to  send  the  Baron  d'Arendt,  as 
the  person  originally  mentioned  to  you  to  command 
there;  but  I  would  have  omitted  it,  after  you  had  re- 
mained some  time  in  command,  had  not  the  additional 
detachment  been  judged  expedient  for  the  defence  of 
so  important  a  post.  This  I  mention,  that  you  may  be 
satisfied  of  the  real  motives  in  this  transactionj  and  that 
a  desire  to  supersede  you  had  no  influence  in  it;  on 
the  contrary,  your  conduct  and  exertions,  since  the 
commencement  of  your  command  there,  have  been 
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such  as  merit  my  approbation  and  thanks.  I  now 
leave  it  to  your  own  option,  whether  to  rejoin  your 
corps,  or  continue  where  you  are  are ;  and  I  ha^e  no 
doubt  but  you  will  determme  upon  that,  which,  in  your 
opinion,  is  most  serviceable  and  consistent  with  the 
character  of  an  officer.* 

There  should  be  no  hesitation  in  burning  the  barrack- 
master's  house,  if  it  is  found  in  the  least  to  impede  an 
opposition,  or  cover  the  enemy  in  advance.  1  am.  Sir, 
with  much  regard,  &:c. 


TO   MAJOR- GENERAL   SULLIVAN. 

Head-Quarters,  24  October,  1777. 
Dear  Sir, 
It  ever  has  been,  and  I  hope  ever  will  be  a  ruling 
principle  with'  me,  to  endeavour  to  do  impartial  justice 
to  every  officer,  over  whom  I  have  the  honor  to  preside. 
I  shall  therefore  in  answer  to  the  queries,  contained  in 
your  letter  of  this  date,  readily  declare,  that,  although 
I  ascribed  the  misfortune,  which  happened  to  us  on 
the  11th  of  September,  principally  to  the  information 
of  Major  Spear,  transmitted  to  me  by  you,  yet  I  never 
blamed  you  for  conveying  that  intelligence.     On  the 

*  The  Baron  d'Arendt  had  been  prevented  by  illness  from  tailing  the 
command  at  Fort  Mifflin.  On  his  partial  recovery  he  was  ordered  again 
to  the  same  station.  As  Lieutenant-Colonel  Smith  had  sustained  tlie 
post  from  the  beginning,  and  acquitted  himself  with  much  honor,  he  was 
not  pleased  with  being,  as  he  thought,  superseded,  and  he  ashed  to  be 
withdrawn.  The  above  full  explanation  of  the  matter,  however,  from 
General  Washington,  was  Batisfactory,  and  he  remained.  It  happened, 
that  the  Baron  d'Arendt'a  illness  returned  soon  after  he  arrived  at  the 
fort,  and  he  was  obliged  to  go  over  to  the  main  land  near  Red  Bank. 
The  fort  was  thus  left  again  in  the  charge  of  Lieutenant- Colonel  Smith, 
and  ho  defended  it  with  the  greatest  credit  to  himself,  till  he  was  dis- 
abled hy  his  wounds. 
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contrary,  considering  from  whom  and  in  what  manner 
it  came  to  you,  I  should  have  thought  you  culpable 
in  conceahng  it.  The  Major's  rank,  reputation,  and 
knowledge  of  the  country,  gave  him  a  full  claim  to 
credit  and  attention.  His  intelligence  was  no  doubt  a 
most  unfortunate  circumstance,  as  it  served  to  derange 
the  disposition  that  had  been  determined  on,  in  conse- 
quence of  prior  information  of  the  enemy's  attempt  to 
turn  and  attack  our  right  flank ;  which  ultimately  prov- 
ing true,  too  little  time  was  left  us,  after  discovering 
its  certainty,  to  form  a  new  plan,  and  make  adequate 
arrangements  to  prevent  its  success.  Hence  arose  that 
hurry  and  consequent  confusion,  which  afterwards  en- 
sued. But  it  was  not  your  fault,  that  the  intelligence 
was  eventually  found  to  be  erroneous. 

With  respect  to  your  other  query,  whether  your 
being  posted  on  the  right  was  to  guard  that  flank,  and 
if  you  had  neglected  it,  I  can  only  observe,  that  the 
obvious  if  not  declared  purpose  of  your  being  there 
implied  every  necessary  precaution  for  the  security  of 
that  flank.  But  it  is  at  the  same  time  to  be  remarked, 
that  all  the  fords  above  Chad's,  from  which  we  were 
taught  to  apprehend  danger,  were  guarded  by  detach- 
ments from  your  division ;  and  that  we  were  led  to 
believe,  by  those  whom  we  had  reason  to  think  well 
acquainted  with  the  country,  that  no  ford  above  our 
pickets  could  be  passed,  without  making  a  very  cir- 
cuitous march. 

Upon  the  whole,  then,  no  part  of  your  conduct,  pre- 
ceding the  action,  was  in  my  judgment  reprehensible. 
What  happened  on  your  march  to  the  field  of  batUe, 
your  disposition  there,  and  behaviour  during  the  acdon, 
I  can  say  nothing  about,  no  part  till  the  retreat  com- 
menced having  come  under  my  immediate  observation. 
I  can  only  add,  therefore,  that  the  whole  tenor  of  your 
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conduct,  so  far  as  I  have  had  opportunities  of  judging, 
has  been  spirited  and  active.  I  am,  dear  Sir,  your  most 
obedient  servant.* 


TO   THE   PRESIDENT   OF   CONGRESS. 

Head-Q,uaitcrs,  94  October,  1777. 

Sm, 

I  do  myself  the  honor  of  transmitting  to  Congress 
the  enclosed  copies  of  sundry  letters  just  now  received, 
and  congratulate  them  most  sincerely  on  the  important 
intelligence  which  they  contain.  The  damage  the  ene- 
my have  sustained  in  their  ships,  I  hope,  will  prevent 
their  future  attempts  to  gain  the  passage  of  the  river ; 
and  the  repulse  of  the  troops  under  Count  Donop,  and 
his  captivity,  I  flatter  myself,  wUl  also  be  attended  with 
the  most  happy  consequences.  At  the  time  these  ac- 
tions happened,  a  supply  of  ammunition  was  on  the 
way  to  the  forts ;  and  I  have  also  ordered  a  further 
quantity  to  be  immediately  sent.  By  Colonel  Blaine, 
one  of  the  issuing  commissaries,  who  left  Red  Bank 
the  morning  before  the  action,  I  am  happily  informed 
that  he  had  thrown  considerable  supplies  of  provision 
into  both  garrisons.  He  also  adds,  that  he  came  from 
Jersey  this  morning,  and  that  the  enemy  had  recrossed 
the  Delaware  and  returned  to  Philadelphia.  I  have 
written  to  Colonel  Greene,  that  the  prisoners  must  be 
immediately  sent  from  his  post ;  and  Mr.  Clymer,  a 
deputy  under  Mr.  Boudinot,  will  set  out  to-morrow 
morning  to  make  a  proper  disposition  of  them. 

It  gives  me  great  concern  to  inform  Congress,  that, 
after  all  my  exertions,  we  are  sthl  in  a  distressed  situa- 
tion for  want  of  blankets  and  shoes.  At  this  time  no 
inconsiderable  part  of  our  force  is  incapable  of  acdng, 

*  See  Appendix,  No,  II. 
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Ill 


through  the  deficiency  of  the  latter ;  and  I  fear,  unless 
we  can  be  relieved,  it  will  be  the  case  with  two-thirds 
of  the  army  in  the  course  of  a  few  days.  I  am  and 
have  been  waiting  with  the  most  anxious  impatience 
for  a  confirmation  of  General  Burgoyne's  surrender.  I 
have  received  no  further  intelligence  respecting  it,  ex- 
cept vague  report,  than  the  first  account,  which  came 
to  hand  so  long  ago  as  Saturday  morning.  If  Congress 
have  had  authentic  advices  about  it,  I  wish  to  be  fa- 
vored with  them.    I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &.c. 


TO   COLONEL   CHRISTOPHER   GREEKE. 

Head-Quarters,  24  October,  1777. 

Sir, 
I  have  just  received  a  letter  from  Major  Ward,  writ- 
ten by  your  desire,  giving  an  account  of  your  success 
over  the  enemy  on  the  22d  instant.  I  heartily  con- 
gratulate you  upon  this  happy  event,  and  beg  you  will 
accept  my  most  particular  thanks,  and  present  the  same 
to  your  v/hole  garrison,  both  officers  and  men.  Assure 
them,  that  their  gallantry  and  good  behaviour  meet  my 
wai-mest  approbation.  All  the  prisoners  should  be  im- 
mediately removed  to  a  distance  from  your  post,  to 
some  convenient  and  safe  place.  I  am  sorry  you  have 
thought  of  sending  the  officers  to  Burlington,  as  they 
would  be  in  no  kind  of  security  at  that  place,  but  might 
be  taken  and  carried  off  by  the  enemy  with  the  great- 
est ease.  Immediately  on  the  receipt  of  this,  you  will 
be  pleased  to  have  al!  the  prisoners  both  officers  and 
men  conveyed  to  Morristown.  The  wounded  can  be 
accommodated  in  the  hospitals  there  and  in  its  neigh- 
bourhood. Count  Donop  in  particular  is  a  man  of  im- 
portance, and  ought  by  all  means  to  be  taken  care  of. 
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With  respect  to  the  arms  you  have  taken,  as  they 
ai-e  no  doubt  good,  it  will  be  well  to  exchange  all  the 
indifferent  arms  you  may  have  for  them;  but  after  that 
is  done,  I  would  recommend  to  you  fo  send  all  your 
superfluous  arms  away.  They  can  be  put  in  the  wag- 
ons, that  are  on  the  way  to  you  with  ammunition. 

I  am.  Sir,  &.e.* 


*  Major  Ward's  letter  was  dated,  October  23d,  — "By  tlie  desire  of 
Colonel  Greene,"  he  wrote,  "  I  congratulate  your  Excellency  on  the 
success  of  the  troops  under  his  command  yesterday.  On  the  2Ist  in- 
stant, four  battalions  of  Germans,  amounting  to  about  twelve  hundred 
men,  commanded  by  Count  Donop,  landed  at  Cooper's  Ferry,  and  march- 
ed the  same  evening  to  Haddonfield.  At  three  o'clock  yesterday  morning 
they  marched  for  this  place.  When  the  guard  at  Timber  Creek  Bridge 
were  informed  of  tlieir  approach,  tliey  took  up  that  bridge,  and  the 
enemy  filed  off  to  the  left  and  crossed  a  hridge  four  miles  above.  Their 
advanced  parties  were  discovered  within  four  miles  of  the  fort  at  twelve 
o'clock.  At  half  after  four  in  the  afternoon  they  sent  a  flag  to  summon 
the  fort.  The  reply  was,  that  it  should  never  be  surrendered.  At  three 
qrtptfthyb  bisk  d        daoftd  d 

t  Im      tth       ttakTIyp        dU       halis  g        d  tl      d  t  1 

h      y  tl    tU   y 


ThClIppost         dth  ddffi        tBLrrt        H 

I  jm  ttEv       Ellythtbthffl  d  b 
i       d     th  th    DT    t    t  h         )      Tl        t      1  St  d  f  rtj  m     t 

Th    1         f  th  )  h         t  t  d  d     biy  1        th       t  J 

ally  b  p  t  d      T  dg     Mai  1  all      >      ti    t  1    g  t    th 

btfmti         t  Itfjdd  Itnstbh  ( 

md(lthtMj\\ld  tpf       tpktlp 

t      p    b  bl     ti   t         t     t    n,  h  1      t  tl       b  btaa   d.    C  1 

G  1       m  th    f  rt  i^ht  m      1  11  a  t       t>  d  ( 

aj  d         ptai    t  k      p  hi  t 

CtDpddfhwdU        dyftth        U         t 

h  thfrtAhrtt        bfldtli  dtM 

D  ]  1  F       h    ffi  h  1    tlv    tl     d  d  hi  h 

II  It       fl     h    g  bl  iy     I  d     tl  tm    f 
mbt            d     f  th         ar          t  my                       — Clastll  T     el 
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TO   MAJOR-GENERAL   PUTNAM. 

Head-duai-ters,  25  Octobei-,  1777. 

Dear  Sir, 
I  have  your  favor  of  the  20th,  enclosing  a  copy  of 
General  Burgoyne's  capitulation,  which  was  the  first 
authentic  intelligence  I  received  of  the  affair.  Indeed 
I  began  to  grow  uneasy  and  almost  to  suspect  that  the 
first  accounts  you  transmitted  to  me  were  premature. 
As  I  have  not  received  a  single  line  from  General  Gates, 

Vol.  I  p     0r     Tl  t  Id  t     CI     t  llu,       d  L  f     tt  lyD  pi 

himself     h      tlyft         d         tdti       itt      fh        C      t  D      p 
was  0  IS  d      a      g  11  nt      d      1    U      fii  Th    f  tifi    t        t  R  d 

Bank  U  d  P    t  M 

The         1  p  rt   f  tl        tl  tl       d        ij  d  bj  C  m     d       Hi 

wood.       Whil     thlttRlBnl  ttldU      \  g    t      f 

sixty-f       gnsthRbkfilyf        t       fl      t      UMlmf 
eightep  Igllymptlghtil  h  d 

friee,  ad  tt    1    d  bj  fit        b  tt  d      m      f  th     gal 

leys,  whd    th         tfthgll\w       fll        tl       nytht 
attaclung  thfrtTh       gaUjddmh  b         A         nth 

enemy  p  1    d    t  tl     t  rt  th      1  p   [O  t  b       3d]  fl  d    g      It 

a  Are,  endeavoured  to  fall  down,  but  the  A  trust        I  M    1  g        d 

ed.    Eaiiy  the  gallej^  and  floatin    bttn       ttkdtl  d 

cessant  fire  was  kept  up.    About    1  1    k  I  b  1  f 

shot  set  the  Augusta  on  fire,  and    t  tw  1       I     bl        p  b  g        d 

The  engagement  contmued  with  th      th       h  p         d    t  tl  th 

afternoon  the  Merlin  we  tliink  al      t    k  fi         d  bl         p     Tl       th 
firing  ceased  on  both  sides.    The  Rbkdppdd         ttl     1 
chevaux-de-frise  and  went  through      litd      Iwtd         tth 
wrecks,  and  found  that  the  guns  ofhthhpmihthgt      t,fli 
enemy's  ships  can  be  kept  atapp      dta  V,     b      gltfFt 

twenty-four  pounders,  and  as  soon  as  possible  I  shall  endeavour  to  get 
the  rest"~jyS.  Letter,  Ocloba-  26ik. 

Commodore  Hazelwood  also  complained  of  his  deficiency  of  men. 
"  The  fleet  is  now  so  poorly  manned,"  he  said,  "(and  the  constant  cry 
from  Fort  Mifflin  is  to  guard  that  post,)  that  I  know  not  how  to  act 
without  more  assistance."  There  had  heen  numerous  desertions  from  the 
fleet,  particularly  fiom  the  vessels  belonging  to  Pennsylvania.  Colonel 
Smith  had  written  some  time  before;  —  "  So  general  a  discontent  and 
panic  run  through  that  part  of  the  fleet,  that  neither  officers  not  men 
can  be  coiifi.ded  in.     They  conceive  the  river  is  lost,  if  the  enemy  gets 

VOL.  V.  15  J' 
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I  do  not  know  what  steps  he  is  taking  with  the  army 
under  his  command,  and  therefore  cannot  advise  what 
is  most  proper  to  be  done  in  your  quarter.  But  I 
should  think,  if  a  junction  of  your  forces  was  formed, 
part  to  proceed  down  upon  one  side  of  the  river  and 
part  upon  the  other,  that  Sir  Henry  Clinton  would  be 
obliged  to  retreat  immediately  before  you ;  or,  if  he  suf- 
fered you  to  get  between  him  and  Kew  York,  you 
might  perhaps  in  its  weak  state  enter  the  city.  I  men- 
tion this  merely  as  a  matter  of  opinion,  taliing  it  for 
granted  you  will  pursue  the  most  proper  and  efficacious 
measure.  Whatever  may  be  determined  upon,  I  beg 
it  may  be  constantly  communicated  to  me,  as  the  opera- 
tions of  this  army  may  depend  much  upon  the  situation 
of  yours.    I  am,  dear  Sir,  Slc* 

possession  of  Billingsport.  Nothing  can  convince  them  of  the  contrary, 
and  I  am  persuaded,  that,  aa  soon  as  that  fort  is  takon,  almost  al!  the 
fleet  will  desert.  Indeed,  from  their  disposition  I  am  induced  to  helieve 
they  will  openly  avow  themselves  and  desert,  officers  with  their  crews, 
and  perhaps  with  their  g&fleys,  which  has  been  the  case  with  two."  — 
October  2d.  This  spirit^  Colonel  Smith  say^  was  promoted  by  the  repre- 
sentations of  the  relatives  and  friends  of  the  ofScers  and  men,  who  re- 
mained in  the  city  when  it  was  entered  hy  the  British. 

*  Colonel  Wilkinson,  adjutant-general  in  Gates's  army,  was  made  by 
him  the  bearer  of  despatches  to  Congress  communicating  the  official 
intelligence  of  the  surrender  of  Burgoyne,  and  the  articles  of  capitula- 
tion. Wilkinson  arrived  at  Easton,  in  Pennsylvania,  on  the  34th  of  Oc- 
tober, and  wrote  from  that  place  a  line  to  General  Wasliington,  merely 
stating  the  fact  of  the  surrender,  the  number  of  prisoners  taken,  and  the 
nature  of  his  errand  to  Congress,  hut  not  intimating  that  he  had  any 
authority  from  General  Gates  to  make  this  communication  to  the  Com- 
mander-in-chief, nor  enclosing  ft  copy  of  the  articles.  WilMnson  did 
not  reach  the  seat  of  Congress  till  the  31st  of  October,  fifteen  days 
ailer  the  convention  of  Saratoga  was  signed,  and  then  it  took  liim  three 
days  to  put  the  papers  in  order,  which  he  was  to  lay  before  Congress. 
It  was  on  this  occasion,  that  one  of  the  members  made  a  motion  in  Con- 
gress, that  they  should  compliment  Colonel  Wilkinson  with  tlie  gift  of  a 
pair  of  Bpure. 
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TO   MAJOR-GENERAL   LINCOLN'. 

HeRd-Q,uarters,  95  October,  1777. 
Dear  Sir, 
It  gives  me  great  pleasure  to  find  by  yours  of  the 
20th,  that  you  are  likely  to  save  your  leg,  and  that 
you  think  you  will  be  able  to  take  the  field  in  the 
spring,  should  there  be  occasion.*  I  congratulate  you 
upon  the  glorious  termination  of  the  campaign  against 
General  Burgoyne,  which  I  hope  iii  its  consequences 
will  free  us  from  all  our  oppressors.  Ever  since  the 
enemy  got  possession  of  Philadelphia,  their  whole  at- 
tention has  been  paid  to  reducing  the  forts  upon  the 
Delaware,  and  endeavouring  to  remove  the  chevaux-de- 
frise.  After  nearly  a  month's  work  they  removed  two 
of  the  lower  chevaux-de-frise,  through  which  opening 
six  of  their  ships  of  war  passed  on  the  morning  of  the 
22d,  and  began  a  most  furious  cannonade  upon  Fort 
Mifflin,  and  our  ships  and  galleys  at  the  upper  chevaux- 
de-frise  ;  but  they  were  so  warmly  opposed,  that  they 
were  obliged  to  sheer  off.  In  going  down,  a  sixty- 
four  gun  ship  ran  aground ;  she  took  fire  and  blew  up. 
Our  galleys  overtook  and  destroyed  a  frigate.  The 
remainder  made  the  best  of  their  way  down.  The  day 
following,  Count  Donop,  with  about  twelve  hundred 
men,  attempted  to  carry  our  fort  at  Red  Bank  on  the 
Jersey  shore  by  storm ;  he  was  repulsed,  with  the  loss 
of  about  four  hundred  killed  and  wounded,  among  the 
latter  the  Count  himself,  who  is  a  prisoner.  Since  this 
they  have  remained  tolerably  quiet  by  land  and  water. 
General  Howe  has  withdrawn  himself  within  his  lines 
thrown  round  Philadelphia. 

*  The  day  after  tJie  second  battle  of  Behraus'a  Heights,  whicli  decided 
the  fate  of  Burgoyne's  army,  General  Lincoln  was  hadly  wounded  in  the 
leg,  by  ft  random  shot,  while  riding  near  the  enemy's  linea. 
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I  observe  by  the  terms  of  General  Burgoyne's  ca- 
pitulation, that  an  exchange  of  prisoners  may  probably 
take  place ;  if  so,  the  number  of  officers  taken  in  his 
army  will  hberate  all  ours.  In  that  case,  Mr.  Douglass, 
your  aid-de-camp,  will  soon  be  redeemed.  But  if  this 
exchange  should  not  take  place,  you  may  depend  that 
Mr.  Douglass  shall  be  called  for  as  soon  as  it  comes 
his  turn ;  for  I  have  made  it  an  mvariable  rule  to  give  a 
preference  to  those,  who  have  been  longest  in  cap- 
dvity.  I  most  sincerely  wish  you  a  speedy  and  effec- 
tual cure,  as  I  am,  with  great  regard,  dear  Sir,  &c. 


TO    FEAKCIS    HOPKIXSON    AND    JOHN   WHARTON,    OF 
THE   NAVY   BOARD.* 

Skippack  Ron.d,  97  October,  1777. 

Gentlemen, 
The  more  I  reflect  upon  the  evil,  that  may  arise 
from  the  enemy's  possessing  themselves  of  our  un- 
finished frigates  up  the  Delaware,  the  more  convinced 
I  am  of  the  indispensable  obligation  we  are  under  to 
prevent  it  effectually.  If  no  other  method  could  be 
devised,  I  should  be  for  absolutely  burning  them ;  but 
scuttling  and  sinking  them,  with  or  without  baUast,  as 
they,  who  are  best  acquainted  with  the  difficulties  of 
raising  them  in  either  state  at  this  season,  may  deter- 
mine, will  in  my  judgment  answer  the  end.  We  all 
know  that  the  enemy  have  made  one  vigorous  though 
unsuccessful  effort  to  dispossess  us  of  our  forts,  and 
drive  off  our  vessels,  which  defend  the  chevavix-de-frise 

*  When  tlie  Congress  Totired  from  Philadelphia  to  York,  the  Navy 
Board  remained  hehind,  and  continued  chiefly  at  Bordentown  in  New 
Jersey,  where  their  services  could  be  more  immediately  rendered  in 
maBaging  tho  concerns  of  the  Continental  shipping  in  the  Delaware. 
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in  the  river;  we  know,  also,  that,  besides  having  the 
Delaware  frigate,  they  are  busily  employed  in  preparing 
two  other  large  armed  vessels  at  the  city.  If,  in  ad- 
dition to  these,  they  should  by  surprise  or  force  obtain 
the  frigates  above  Bordentown,  and  bring  the  whole  in 
md  of  their  ships  in  a  general  attack  upon  our  htde  fleet 
thus  surrounded,  we  may,  without  the  spirit  of  divina- 
tion, but  too  easily  foretell  the  consequences.  Their 
destruction  will  be  certain  and  inevitable. 

At  present  these  frigates  are  of  no  use  to  us,  while 
the  crews  are  greatly  wanted.  Considered  therefore  in 
this  point  of  view  simply,  the  measure  proposed,  in  my 
opinion,  is  highly  expedient;  and  under  the  prevaiUng 
sentiment,  that  the  enemy  cannot  hold  Philadelphia, 
unless  their  shipping  get  up,  it  appears  absolutely  ne- 
cessary. The  fatal  consequences,  that  may  result  from 
suffering  those  frigates  to  fall  into  the  enemy's  hands, 
are  too  obvious  to  need  more  arguments  to  prove  them ; 
and  when  it  is  considered  of  how  little  importance  they 
are  to  us  in  their  present  situation,  prudence  requires 
that  they  should  be  so  disposed  of  as  to  be  hereafter 
useful,  and  put  out  of  the  way  of  being  destroyed  by 
the  enemy  or  being  rendered  serviceable  to  them. 

Upon  the  whole,  I  talie  the  liberty  of  delivering  it 
as  my  clear  opinion,  that  the  frigates  ought  to  be  imme- 
diately and  with  the  utmost  secrecy  sunk,  either  with 
or  without  ballast,  so  as  to  make  it  next  to  impossible 
to  raise  them,  without  men's  diving  either  to  unlade 
them  or  fix  their  purchases,  and  that  their  crews  should 
be  sent  down  to  the  fleet  below,  where  sailors  are  ex- 
ceedingly wanted.*    If  I  have  stepped  out  of  the  line 


*>  When  the  Navy  Boarfl  was  first  established  at  Bordentoivn,  and  the 
frigates  were  talten  Tip  the  river  to  that  place,  a  plan  was  formed  to  de- 
fend them  bj  a  battery  on  the  shore,  and  this  plan  was  approved  by 
Congress.    But  as  soon  as  the  Board  received  the  above  letter  from 
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of  my  duty  to  make  this  request,  I  am  persuaded  you 
will  excuse  it  when  I  add,  that  the  good  of  the  service, 
not  only  in  my  judgment  but  in  that  of  others,  abso- 
lutely requires  it  to  be  earned  into  execution. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c. 


TO   LASDOW   CARTER. 

Philadelphia  County,  27  Octolier,  1777. 

Dear  Sir, 

Accept  my  sincere  thanks  for  your  solicitude  on  my 
account,  and  for  the  good  advice  contained  in  your  httle 
paper.  At  the  same  time  I  assure  you,  that  it  is  not 
my  wish  to  avoid  any  danger,  which  duty  requires  me 
to  encounter,  I  can  as  confidently  add,  that  it  is  not 
my  intention  to  run  unnecessary  risks.  In  the  instance 
given  by  you,  I  was  acting  precisely  in  the  line  of  my 
duty,  but  not  in  the  dangerous  situation  you  have  been 
led  to  beheve.  I  was  reconnoitring,  but  I  had  a  strong 
party  of  horse  with  me.  I  was,  as  I  afterwards  found, 
in  a  disaffected  house,  at  the  Head  of  Elk,  but  I  was 
equally  guarded  against  friend  and  foe;  the  information 
of  danger,  then,  came  not  from  me. 

So  many  accounts  have  been  published  of  the  battle 
of  Brandywme,  that  nothing  more  can  be  said  of  it. 
The  subsequent  engagement  on  the  4th  instant  had 

the  Commander  m  chief  his  instractinns  ivere  complied  witli,  and  the 
friEcates  were  sunk  All  the  other  ^easpla,  great  and  small  iihich  ivere 
in  the  mer  above  Plilad  Ipl  la  were  forced  ip  with  much  labor  into 
Ciosnjchs  Creek  where  they  H\  aground — MS  LdUi  /tomtlie  Mmy 
Bom  I  Mnembei  lOih 

The  galle\s  and  otl  er  craft  i  1  ich  escaped  on  the  reduction  of  Forts 
Wifflm  and  Mercer  passed  ip  the  i  ^er  iinl  r  Conmodo  e  Ha  clivood, 
and  1  intered  there  but  were  not  an  I 
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every  appearance  of  a  glorious  result,  after  a  hot  con- 
test of  two  hours  and  forty  minutes ;  but,  after  driving 
the  enemy  from  their  encampment,  possessing  their 
ground,  and  being,  as  we  thought,  upon  the  point  of 
grasping  victory,  it  was  snatched  from  us  by  means  al- 
together unaccountable;  excepting  that  a  very  heavy 
atmosphere,  ^ded  by  the  smoke  of  four  field-pieces  and 
small  arms,  rendered  it  impossible  at  times  to  distin- 
guish friend  from  foe  at  the  distance  of  thirty  yards; 
which  caused  our  men,  I  believe,  to  take  fright  at  each 
other.  Since  that,  the  enemy  have  retired  to  Philadel- 
phia, where  they  have  been  strengthening  themselves 
as  much  as  possible,  whilst  we  hover  around  to  cut  off 
their  supplies. 

The  great  and  important  event  to  the  northward,  of 
which  no  doubt  you  have  heard,  must  be  attended  with 
the  most  fortunate  consequences.  It  has  caused  Sir 
Henry  Clinton's  expedition  from  New  Yorii,  in  aid  of 
Burgoyne,  to  end  in  (something  more  than  smoke  in- 
deed) the  burning  of  mills,  gentlemen's  seats,  and  the 
villages  near  the  water,  an  evident  proof  of  their  despair 
of  carrying  their  diabolical  designs  into  execution.  My 
inclination  leads  me  to  give  you  a  more  minute  detail 
of  the  situation  of  our  army;  but  prudence  forbids,  as 
letters  are  subject  to  too  many  miscarriages.  My  best 
respects  attend  the  good  family  at  Sabine  Hall,  and 
neighbours  at  Mount  Airy.  With  affectionate  regard, 
I  remain,  dear  Sir,  &.c. 

P.  S.  I  have  this  instant  received  an  account  of  the 
prisoners  taken  by  the  northern  army  (including  Tories 
in  arms  against  us),  in  the  course  of  the  campaign. 
This  singular  instance  of  Providence,  and  of  our  good 
fortune  under  it,  exhibits  a  striking  proof  of  the  advan- 
tages, which  result  from  unanimity  and  a  spirited  con- 
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duet  in  the  militia.  The  northern  army,  before  the  sur- 
render of  General  Burgoyne,  was  reinforced  by  upwards 
of  twelve  hundred  mUitia,  who  shut  the  only  door  by 
which  Burgoyne  could  retreat,  and  cut  off  all  his  sup- 
plies. How  different  our  case !  The  disaffection  of  a 
great  part  of  the  inhabitants  of  this  State,  the  languor 
of  others,  and  the  internal  distraction  of  the  whole, 
have  been  among  the  great  and  insuperable  difficulties, 
which  I  have  met  with,  and  have  contributed  not  a  little 
to  my  embarrassments  this  campaign.  But  enough;  I 
do  not  mean  to  complain.  I  flatter  myself,  that  a  super- 
intending Providence  is  ordering  every  thing  for  (he 
best,  and  that,  in  due  time,  ali  will  end  well.  That  it 
may  do  so,  and  soon,  is  the  most  fervent  wish  of  yours. 


TO   I.IEUTJI)?7ANT-C0L0NEL   SAMUEL   SMITH. 

Hcad-Quaiters,  28  October,  1777. 

Sir, 
As  there  seems  to  be  a  doubt  of  the  priority  of  the 
date  of  your  and  Lieutenant- Colonel  Green's  commis- 
sions,* I  have  in  a  letter  of  this  date  desired  him  to 
wave  the  matter  in  dispute  for  the  present,  and  act 
under  your  command,  as  you  have  been  in  the  fort  from 
the  beginning,  and  must  be  better  acquainted  with  the 
nature  of  the  defences  than  a  stranger.  I  have  ordered 
a  very  handsome  detachment  for  the  reinforcement  of 
Forts  Mifilm  and  Mercer,  and  the  galleys.  They  have 
been  ready  since  yesterday,  but  the  weather  has  been 
such,  that  they  could  not  march.  When  they  arrive, 
the  duty  will  not  be  so  severe;  and,  if  the  men  that 

"*  Lieutenant-Colonel  John  Green,  of  the  first  Virginia  regiment,  who 
baS  been  sent  to  Fort  Mifflin  wilh  a  reinfoicenient  of  two  hundred  men. 
Colonel  Chriatopher  Greene,  of  Rhode  lelantl,  commanded  at  Red  Bajili. 
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you  took  down  at  first  can  possibly  be  spared,  they 
shall  be  relieved.  I  will  send  them  down  nece.ssaries 
out  of  the  first  that  arrive  from  Lancaster. 

You  seem  to  have  mistalien  the  Commodore's  mean- 
ing. From  his  letter  I  understand,  that  he  wUl  always 
assist  you  whenever  it  is  in  bis  power.  He  tells  you, 
that  in  rough  weather  his  galleys  and  armed  boats  can- 
not live,  and  therefore  guards  you  against  expecting 
much  assistance  front  them  at  such  times.  I  beg  you 
of  all  things  not  to  suffer  any  jealousies  between  the 
land  and  sea  service  to  take  place.  Consider  that  your 
mutual  security  depends  upon  acting  perfectly  in  con- 
cert. I  have  written  to  Colonel  Greene  to  afford  you 
every  possible  assistance  from  Red  Bank,  till  the  rein- 
forcement gets  down.  I  have  the  greatest  hopes  that 
this  storm  of  rain  and  wind  at  northeast  will  overflow 
all  the  enemy's  works  at  Province  Island,  and  ruin  the 
new  roads  they  have  been  making.  I  recommend  to 
you  every  attention,  and  I  hope  a  glorious  success  will 
reward  your  exertions.     I  am.  Sir,  &,c. 

P.  S.  Keep  the  banks  of  Province  Island  constantly 
cut,  and  you  will  embarrass  the  enemy  excessively. 
Do  not  mention  any  thing  of  the  expectation  of  a  re- 
inforcement, lest  the  enemy  should  take  means  to  inter- 
cept them. 


TO   LIEUTENANT-COLONEL   ALEXANDER  HAMILTON. 
Head-Quarters,  30  Octolier,  1777. 

Dear  Sir, 
It  having  been  judged  expedient  by  the  members 
of  a  council  of  war  held  yesterday,  that  one  of  the  gen- 
tlemen of  my  family  should  be  sent  to  General  Gates, 

VOL.  V.  16  K 
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in  order  to  lay  before  him  the  state  of  this  army  and 
the  situation  of  the  enemyj  and  to  point  out  to  him  the 
many  happy  consequences,  that  will  accrue  from  an 
immediate  reinforcement  being  sent  from  the  northern 
army,  I  have  thought  proper  to  appoint  you  to  that 
duty,  and  desire  that  you  will  immediately  set  out  for 
Albany,  at  which  place  or  in  the  neighbourhood,  I 
imagine  you  will  find  General  Gates. 

You  are  so  fully  acquainted  witli  the  two  principa! 
points  on  which  you  are  sent,  namely,  the  state  of  our 
army  and  the  situation  of  the  enemy,  that  I  shall  not 
enlarge  on  these  heads.*  What  you  are  chiefly  to 
attend  to  is,  to  point  out  in  the  clearest  manner  to 
General  Gates  the  absolute  necessity  that  there  is  for 
bis  detaching  a  very  considerable  part  of  the  army,  at 
present  under  his  command,  to  the  reinforcement  of  this; 
a  measure  that  will  in  all  probability  reduce  General 
Howe  to  the  same  situation  In  which  General  Burgoyne 
now  is,  should  he  attempt  to  remain  in  Philadelaphia 
without  being  able_  to  remove  the  obstructions  in  the 
Delaware,  and  open  a  free  communication  with  his 
shipping. 

The  force,  which  the  members  of  the  council  of  war 

"  To  the  council  of  war  General  Wasliington  made  the  following  re- 
port, aa  to  the  strength  of  the  two  armies,  namely,  that  the  ti-oops  under 
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judged  it  safe  and  expedient  to  draw  down  at  present, 
is  the  three  New  Hampshire  and  fifteen  Massachusetts 
regiments,  with  Lee's  and  Jackson's,  of  the  sixteen 
additional  regiments.  But  it  is  more  than  probable,  that 
General  Gates  may  have  destined  part  of  these  troops 
to  the  reduction  of  Ticonderoga,  should  the  enemy  not 
have  evacuated  it,  or  to  the  garrisoning  of  it,  if  they 
should.  In  that  case,  the  reinforcement  will  vary  ac- 
cording to  circumstances ;  but  if  possible  let  it  be  made 
up  to  the  same  number  out  of  other  coi-ps.  If,  upon 
your  meeting  with  General  Gates,  you  should  find  that 
he  intends,  in  consequence  of  his  success,  to  employ 
the  troops  under  his  command  upon  some  expedition, 
by  the  prosecution  of  which  the  common  cause  will  be 
more  benefited  than  by  their  being  sent  down  to  re- 
inforce this  army,  it  is  not  my  wish  to  give  any  inter- 
ruption to  the  plan.  But  if  he  should  have  nothing 
more  in  contemplation,  than  those  particular  objects, 
which  I  have  mentioned  to  you,  and  which  it  is  un- 
necessary to  commit  to  paper,  in  that  case  you  are  to 
inform  him,  that  it  is  my  desire  that  the  reinforcements 
before  mentioned,  or  such  part  of  them  as  can  be  safely 
spared,  be  immediately  put  in  march  to  join  this  army. 

I  have  understood,  that  General  Gates  has  already 
detached  Nixon's  and  Glover's  brigades  to  join  General 
Putnam ;  and  General  Dickinson  informs  me,  that  by 
intelligence,  which  he  thinks  may  be  depended  upon, 
Sir  Henry  Clinton  has  come  down  the  river  with  his 
whole  force.  If  this  be  a  fact,  you  are  to  desire  Gen- 
eral Putnam  to  send  the  two  brigades  forward  with  the 
greatest  expedition,  as  there  can  be  no  occasion  for 
them  there.*     I  expect  you  will  meet  Colonel  Mor- 

*  Tlia  British  evacuated  Forts  Montgomery  and  Clinton,  on  the  36th 
of  October,  and  the  same  day  proceeded  dowa  the  river  with  their  whole 
force  both  of  troops  and  shipping.     In  a  letter  from  Genera!  Putnam  to  tlie 
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gan's  corps  upon  their  way  down ;  if  you  do,  let  them 
know  how  essential  their  services  are  to  us,  and  desire 
the  Colonel,  or  commanding  officer,  to  hasten  his  march, 
as  much  as  is  consistent  with  the  health  of  the  men 
after  their  late  fadgues.  Let  me  hear  from  you  when 
you  reach  the  A^orth  River,  and  upon  your  arrival  at 
Albany.  I  wish  you  a  pleasant  journey,  and  am,  dear 
Sir,  &c. 


TO   MAJOR-GEWEBAL   GATES. 
Head-Quarters,  near  Whitemni-sli,    October  30, 1777. 

Sir, 
By  this  opportunity  I  do  myself  the  pleasure  to  con- 
gratulate you  on  the  signal  success  of  the  army  under 
your  command,  in  compelling  General  Burgoyne  and 
his  whole  force  to  surrender  themselves  prisoners  of 

Commander-in-chief,  dated  at  Fisliltill,  October  31st,  he  stated  that  Poor's, 
Warner's,  Learned's,  and  Paterson'a  brigades.  Colonel  Van  Schaick's 
regiment,  and  Morgan's  riflemen  were  on  their  way  fiom  the  northward 
to  join  him,  amounting  in  tiie  whole  to  five  thousand  seven  hundred  men, 
which  number  added  to  those  alreidy  with  hira,  would  malte  his  whole 
force  about  nine  thousand  strong  exclusive  of  Morgan's  corps,  fJie  or- 
tilleiy-men,  and  the  mditia  fiom  Connecticut  and  New  York.  The  militia 
had  been  mostly  discharged  Geueral  Warners  brigade  consisted  of  six- 
teen hundred  Massachusetta  militia  whose  time  of  service  was  to  expire 
at  the  end  of  November 

On  the  same  day  that  the  abo(p  intelligenfe  was  communicated,  Gen- 
eral Putnam  called  a  council  of  hia  pimcipal  cfficeis,  whose  unanimous 
advice  it  was  that  four  thousand  men  shculd  move  down  the  west  side 
of  (he  Hudoon  and  take  post  near  Haverotraiv  that  one  thousand  should 
be  retained  in  the  Highlaada  to  guard  the  c  luntry  and  repair  the  worlta ; 
and  that  the  remainder  should  march  down  on  the  east  side  of  the  river 
towards  Kingsbridge,  except  Morgan's  corps,  which  was  ordered  imme- 
diately to  join  the  Commander-in-chief.  The  object  proposed  by  this 
disposition  of  the  forces  was  to  cause  a  diversion  of  the  enemy  in  New 
York,  and  prevent  a  reinforcement  from  being  sent  to  General  Howe ; 
and  it  was  doubtless  an  ulterior  purpose  to  attack  the  city,  should  a  fa- 
vorable opportunity  present  itself. — Minutes  of  Hie  Coimcii,  OctobcrSlst. 
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war;  an  event  that  does  the  highest  honor  to  the  Amer- 
ican arms,  and  which,  I  hope,  will  be  attended  with  the 
most  extensive  and  happy  consequences.  At  the  same 
time,  I  cannot  but  regret,  that  a  matter  of  such  magni- 
tude, and  so  interesting  to  our  general  operations,  should 
have  reached  me  by  report  only,  or  through  the  chan- 
nel of  letters,  not  bearing  that  authenticity,  which  the 
importance  of  it  required,  and  which  it  would  have 
received  by  a  line  under  your  signature,  stating  the 
simple  fact. 

Our  affairs  having  happily  terminated  at  the  north- 
ward, I  haye  by  the  advice  of  my  general  officers  sent 
Colonel  Hamilton,  one  of  my  aids,  to  lay  before  you  a 
full  state  of  our  situation,  and  that  of  the  enemy  in  this 
quarter.  He  is  well  informed  upon  the  subject,  and 
wili  deliver  my  sentiments  upon  the  plan  of  operations, 
that  is  become  necessary  to  be  pursued.  I  thinlc  it 
improper  to  enter  into  a  particular  detail,  not  being  well 
advised  how  matters  are  circumstanced  on  the  Nortli 
River,  and  fearing  that  by  some  accident  my  letter 
might  miscarry.  From  Colonel  Hamilton  you  will 
have  a  clear  and  comprehensive  view  of  things,  and  I 
persuade  myself  you  will  do  all  in  your  power  to  facili- 
tate the  objects  I  have  in  contemplation. 

I  am.  Sir,  your  most  obedient  servant.* 

*  General  Gates  wrote  a  very  short  letter  to  Waaliiiigton,  on  the  2d  of 
November,  and  of  course  before  this  could  have  reached  him,  giving 
notice  that  Morgan's  corps  had  been  sent  to  tlie  southward.  He  added, 
apparently  aa  a  matter  of  secondary  consequence ;  "  Congress  having 
been  requested  immediately  to  transmit  copies  of  all  my  despatches  to 
them,  I  am  confident  your  Excellency  has  long  ago  received  all  the  good 
news  from  this  quarter."  These  words  contain  the  only  intelligence, 
which  was  transmitted  to  tlie  Commander-in-chief  by  General  Gates,  re- 
specting the  defeat  of  Buxgoyne,  and  the  convention  of  Saratoga. 
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TO    THE    PRESIDENT    OF    COKGHESS. 

Head-Quarters,  near  Wliitemarsh,  1  November,  1777. 

Sir, 

After  the  action  of  the  4th  ultimo  at  Germantown, 
I  hoped  we  should  have  been  in  a  situation  to  attack 
the  enemy  again  on  those  grounds,  and  with  more  suc- 
cess than  in  the  former  instance;  but  this  I  was  not 
able  to  effect.  The  severe  rain  on  the  16th  of  Sep- 
tember, the  action  on  the  4th,  the  removal  of  our  stores, 
and  having  to  form  a  new  laboratory,  added  to  the 
small  number  of  hands  engaged  in  the  business  of  it, 
laid  us  under  difficulties  in  the  capital  and  cssendal 
article  of  ammunition,  that  could  not  he  surmounted. 
Every  exertion  was  directed  to  obtain  supphes ;  but, 
notwithstanding,  they  were  inadequate,  too  scanty,  and 
insufficient  to  attempt  any  thing  on  a  large  and  general 
scale,  before  the  enemy  withdrew  themselves.  With 
what  we  had,  in  case  an  experiment  had  been  made, 
fortune  might  have  decided  in  our  favor  for  the  present; 
but  we  should  not  have  been  afterwards  in  a  situation 
to  maintain  the  advantage  we  might  have  gained ;  and, 
if  a  repulse  had  taken  place,  and  the  enemy  been  pur- 
sued, we  might  for  want  of  a  reserve  have  been  ex- 
posed to  the  most  imminent  danger  of  being  ruined. 
The  distress  of  the  soldiers  for  want  of  shoes  was  also 
a  powerful  obstacle  to  the  measm-e. 

I  could  wish  that  our  circumstances  were  now  such 
as  to  authorize  a  general  attack  for  dislodging  them  from 
the  city ;  but  I  think  they  are  not.  This  also  is  the 
opinion  of  my  general  officers,  upon  a  full  and  compre- 
hensive view  of  matters,  as  Congi'ess  will  perceive  by 
the  enclosed  copy  of  the  minutes  of  council  on  the  29th 
ultimo,  which  I  have  taken  the  liberty  to  transmit  and 
lay  before  them.    The  superiority  of  numbers  on  the 
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part  of  tlie  enemy,  in  respect  to  regular  troops ;  (heir 
superior  discipline,  and  the  redoubts  and  lines  whicli 
they  have  thrown  up  between  the  two  rivers  and  about 
the  city;  the  happy  state  of  our  affairs  at  the  northward, 
and  the  practicability  of  drawing  succours  from  thence ; 
the  consequences  of  a  defeat; — these  were  aU  motives, 
which  led  to  a  decision  against  an  attack  at  this  time. 
I  have  sent  Colonel  Hamilton,  one  of  my  aids,  to  Gen- 
eral Gates,  to  give  him  a  just  representation  of  things, 
and  to  explain  to  him ,  thd  expediency  of  our  receiving 
the  reinforcements,  which  have  been  determined  ne- 
cessary, if  they  will  not  interfere  with  and  frustrate  any 
important  plans  he  may  have  formed.  Indeed  I  cannot 
conceive  that  there  is  any  object  now  remaining,  that 
demands  our  attention  and  most  vigorous  efforts  so 
much,  as'  the  destruction  of  the  army  in  this  quarter. 
Should  we  be  able  to  effect  this,  we  shall  have  little 
to  fear  in  future. 

General  Howe's  force,  according  to  the  statement 
now  made,  is  more  considerable  than  it  was  generally 
supposed  to  be.  I  did  not  think  it  quite  so  great  myself, 
but  always  imagined  the  common  estimate  much  too 
low, ;  nor  can  I  positively  say  what  it  really  is.  How- 
ever, there  are  strong  reasons  to  beheve  that  it  is  not 
overrated.  After  the  evacuation  of  Germantown,  an 
almost  infinite  number  of  scraps  and  bits  of  paper  were 
found,  which,  being  separated  and  arranged  with  great 
industry  and  care,  bear. the  marks  of  genuine  and  au- 
thentic returns  at  different  periods.  The  manner  in 
which  they  were  destroyed  and  disposed  of  gives  no 
room  to  suspect  that  it  was  the  effect  of  design.  In 
addition  to  this,  I  am  informed  by  General  Putnam  that 
he  had  heard  a  reinforcement  of  four  regiments  was 
coming  round  to  Delaware  from  New  York.  The  en- 
closed return  will  give  Congress  a  general  view  of  the 
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Strength  of  this  army  when  it  was  made,  and  a  particu- 
lar one  of  the  forces  of  each  State  which  compose  it. 
By  this  they  will  perceive  how  greatly  deficient  the 
whole  are  in  furnishing  their  just  quotas.  The  militia 
from  Maryland  and  Virginia  are  no  longer  to  be  counted 
on.  All  the  former,  except  about  two  hundred,  are 
already  gone;  and  a  few  days,  I  expect,  will  produce 
the  departure  of  the  whole  or  a  chief  part  of  the  latter, 
from  the  importunate  applications  which  some  of  them 
have  made.  Besides  this  duninution,  I  am  apprehensive 
we  shall  have  several  men  added  to  the  sick  list,  by 
reason  of  the  late  excessive  rain  and  want  of  clothes. 
We  have  not  yet  come  to  any  determination  respecting 
the  disposition  of  our  troops  for  the  winter ;  supposing 
it  a  matter  of  great  importance,  and  that  for  the  present 
we  should  be  silent  upon  it.  The  reasons  will  readily 
occur.*  By  continuing  the  campaign,  perhaps  many 
salutary  if  not  decisive  advantages  may  be  derived;  but 
it  appears  to  me  that  this  must  depend  upon  the  sup- 
plies of  clothing  which  the  men  receive.  If  they  cannot 
be  accommodated  in  this  instance,  it  will  be  difficult  if 
not  impossible  to  do  it  without  effecting  their  destruc- 
tion. 

I  would  take  the  liberty  to  mention,  that  I  feel  myself 
in  a  delicate  situation  with  respect  to  the  Marquis  de 
Lafayette.  He  is  extremely  solicitous  of  having  a  com- 
mand equal  to  his  rank,  and  professes  very  different 
ideas,  as  to  the  purposes  of  his  appointment,  from  those 
Congress  have  mentioned  to  me.  He  certainly  did  not 
understand  them.  I  do  not  know  in  what  light  they 
wih  view  the  matter;  but  it  appears  to  me,  from  a  con- 
sideration of  his  illustrious  and  important  connexions. 


*  This  topic  had  been  diaciisseil  in  the  late  council  of  n' 
deferred  without  any  decision. 
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the  attachment  which  he  has  manifested  for  our  cause, 
and  the  consequences  which  his  return  in  disgust  might 
produce,  that  it  will  be  advisable  to  gratify  him  in  his 
wishes ;  and  the  more  so,  as  several  gentlemen  from 
France,  who  came  over  under  some  assurances,  have 
gone  back  disappointed  in  their  expectations.  His  con- 
duct, with  respect  to  them,  stands  in  a  favorable  point 
of  view,  he  having  interested  himself  to  remove  their 
uneasiness,  and  urged  the  impropriety  of  their  making 
any  unfavorable  representations  upon  their  arrival  at 
home ;  and  in  all  his  letters  he  has  placed  our  affairs 
in  the  best  situation  he  could.  Besides,  he  is  sensible, 
discreet  in  his  manners,  has  made  great  proficiency  in 
our  language,  and,  from  the  disposition  he  discovered 
at  the  battle  of  Brandywinc,  possesses  a  large  share 
of  bravery  and  military  ardor.  There  is  a  French 
gendeman  here.  Monsieur  Vrigny,  in  whose  favor  the 
Marquis  seems  much  interested.  He  assures  me  he 
is  an  officer  of  great  merit,  and,  from  that  motive  and 
a  regard  to  the  service,  wishes  to  see  him  promoted. 
The  rank  he  holds  in  France,  and  his  present  expec- 
tations, are  contained  in  the  enclosed  copy  of  a  paper 
given  me  by  the  Marquis.  Monsieur  Vrigny  also  has 
honorable  certificates  of  his  services,  nearly  corre- 
sponding with  the  Marquis's  account  of  them.  If 
Congress  are  pleased  to  honor  him  with  a  commis- 
sion in.  tlie  army  of  the  States,  I  must  try  to  employ 
him. 

At  the  request  of  Governor  Clinton,  I  have  trans- 
mitted a  copy  of  his  letter  to  me,  giving  an  account  of 
General  Vaughan's  expedition  up  the  North  River  after 
the  capture  of  Fort  Montgomery,  and  of  the  destruction 
committed  by  his  troops  in  burning  Kingston  and  the 
houses  and  mills  on  the  river.  According  to  the  latest 
advices  they  have  returned  again ;  and  it  is  reported, 

VOL.  Y.  17 


,dhy  Google 


l^C  WASHINGTON'S  WRITINGS.  [JEt.  iS. 

that  they  have  destroyed  the  barracks  and  forts,  and 
gone  to  New  York ;  but  this  is  not  confirmed.* 

A  few  days  ago  Mr.  Franks  of  Philadelphia,  agent 
for  the  British  prisoners,  sent  out  six  thousand  Conti- 
nental dollars  to  Mr.  Richard  Graham  of  Virginia,  for 
the  subsistence  of  the  Hessians  and  other  prisoners  in 
that  State.  The  policy  of  suifering  the  enemy  to  sup- 
port their  prisoners  with  money,  which  they  refuse 
themselves,  and  which  they  attempt  to  depreciate  in 
every  instance  they  possibly  can,  appears  to  me  very 
quesdonable,  and  the  more  so,  as  it  may  be  counter- 
feited. Besides,  they  have  laid  us  under  every  diffi- 
culty they  can  devise,  as  to  our  prisoners  in  their  hands. 
Nothing  will  do  for  their  support  but  hard  money.     If 

AfttlBtllclm      dth      h  df  tFrtMt 

gmry      dFtC      ttti       thjpasdpth  tl  1 

md  1       majddbySJml^E  dbdjftp 

und     G  M        i  Th  y  b       t        I     h  pp    g       th  y  f  imd       tl 

and  aj3    i    us  d  mill  th      h  At  E    p  tl     15th 

fOtb  prt)lddld         byC        ri.l"V        1        Imlf       d 

btth        11  fKmt  S  pltwtidtit         tit 

t  th-ui  I  p  d  th     fl  Tl  1 

fth         t  thttlpplhdf       til  ph 

Htl  t         bd        d  pas     dp        IghasLimgt         M 

1        hU  bt         ralptdwU  dllCd 

J      tl    t  tl      p    pi       f  King  t       a  1      t  fi      f   m  th  ir  I  p 

tl     B  tisl   t     p   —Htsl    /\lllp54     1tldb  db 

t  &         IPtmdG  Cltlltd-uth         p 

t  f  th  y  tl   y  h    lii  p  tl  th  tl  p    ti 

f  re      tt     f  ra  th         t     d    and  tl      1  tt  th  t  f    p  t 

th  ir  land    gaid      mmtlgmag  th  t>aidl      tb     t 

h    d  to  f  11    p      th  ir  th  y  b    Id  p         d  t    Alb    j       d 

tt     pt  t  B    g  T         "Vi  1       th        w      t  th    r  t         f 

Stog  hdG         \\       h       h        ttddwti  d 

fttNYkCialPtmhdl  Itlhmy 

f  HdHkbt      mltlj     t       dtF  Wd!     H      pp 

th        bd       tn^td      jto       dN       Ik  ftetl  my 

hd  ddb        tlHgbld        d       t       thttmptG         1 

C  t    ,     h       p!   d,— 

"  It  is  certainly  right  to  collect  your  whole  fnice,  and  pu=h  up  the  east 
side  of  the  river  after  the  enemy.     You  may  be  eme  thej  have  nothing 
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the  enemy  were  obliged  to  furaish  the  same,  the  quan- 
tity with  us  would  be  greater,  and  of  course  the  means 
of  relieving  ours  easier.  I  do  not  know  what  conse- 
quences a  prohibition  against  receiving  Continental 
money  or  the  currency  of  any  State  from  them  might 
involve ;  I  think  the  subject  is  worthy  of  the  considera- 
tion of  Congress,  and  for  that  reason  I  have  mentioned 
it.     I  am,  &.C. 


TO   BRIGADIER-GEXERAL   VARNUM. 

Head-Quarters,  1  Koveniber,  1777. 

Sir, 

I  hope  this  will  find  you  arrived  safe  at  Red  Bank 

with    your   detachment.     By   letters   from    the   Baron 

d'Arendt,  who  has  retired  for  a  few  days  to  the  Jersey 

side,  for  the  benefit  of  his  health,  I  understand  that 

they  care  for  in  New  York.  Then  ivhy  should  you  attack  an  empty 
town,  which  you  know  to  he  untenable  the  moment  they  bring  their  men 
of  war  against  it?  Yesterday  General  Bu  goyne  proposed  to  eurrenfier 
upon  the  enclosed  terras.  The  cap  tulat  n  II  I  believe,  he  settled  to- 
day, when  I  shall  have  notliing  but  Gene  1  CI  nto  to  think  of.  If  you 
deep  pace  with  him  on  one  side,  the  Govern  n  tl  e  other,  and  I  in  liis 
front,  I  cannot  see  how  lia  is  to  get  hone  ag  — MS.  Letter,  Octo- 
ha-  15tk. 

Pour  days  after  the  capture  of  Po  t  Montgon  e  a  spy  was  brought 
to  Governor  Clinton,  then  at  New  W  ndaor  h  s  seen  to  swallow  a 
silver  bullet  It  was  recovered  by  a  presc  pt:  n  of  tartar  emetic,  and 
found  to  be  hollow,  and  to  contain  than  t  cavity  tlie  following  brief 
message  from  Sir  Henry  Clinton  to  Burgoyne  dated  at  Fort  Mocgomery, 
October  8th. 

"  JVoMS  y  vmci,  and  nothing  now  between  us  but  Gates.  I  sincerely 
hope  this  little  success  of  ours  may  facilitate  your  operations.  In  answer 
to  your  letter  of  the  28th  of  September  by  C.  C.  I  shall  only  say,  I  can- 
not preBurae  to  order,  or  even  advise,  for  reasons  obvious,  I  heartily 
wish  you  success.    Faithfully  yours. 

"H.  Clinton." 
Port  Montgomejy  was  denominated  FoH  Faughan  by  the  British,  dur- 
ing the  twenty  days  that  it  was  in  their  possession. 
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what  they  principally  fear  at  Fort  Mifflin  is  a  sui-prise 
by  night,  or  a  lodgment  upon  the  upper  end  of  the 
Island,  by  which  they  may  cover  themselves  before 
morning  and  open  a  battery  upon  the  rear  of  the  fort, 
which  is  only  secured  by  palisadoes.  The  only  method 
of  guarding  effectually  against  this,  is  by  keeping  boats 
stationed  by  night  between  Fort  and  Province  Islands, 
to  give  an  immediate  alarm ;  and  when  the  weather  is 
calm,  if  the  galleys  were  to  lie  near  the  Island  to  be 
ready  to  begin  to  fire,  upon  the  first  landing  of  the 
enemy,  it  would  harass  and  retard  them  much  in  their 
operations. 

I  am  afraid  that  matters  do  not  go  on  smoothly  be- 
tween the  Commandant  at  Fort  Mifflin  and  the  Com- 
modore, as  there  are  every  now  and  then  complaints 
of  inattention  in  the  Commodore ;  but  I  do  not  know 
whether  with  just  grounds.  I  beg  you  will  do  all  in 
your  power  to  reconcile  any  differences,  that  may  have 
arisen,  not  by  taking  notice  of  them  in  a  dhect  manner, 
but  by  recommending  unanimity  and  demonstrating  the 
manifest  advantages  of  it.  As  the  Commodore  will 
have  a  considerable  reinforcement  after  you  arrive,  I 
hope  he  will  be  able  to  afford  more  assistance  than  he 
has  hitherto  done. 

You  will  have  an  opportunity  of  seeing  and  convers- 
ing with  the  Baron  d'Arendt,  and  I  must  beg  you  will 
lay  such  plans,  as  will  most  effectually  contribute  to  the 
mutual  support  and  defence  of  your  posts  ;  for  you  are 
to  consider,  if  one  falls,  the  other  goes  of  course.  As 
soon  as  you  have  looked  about  you,  and  taken  a  sur- 
vey of  the  ground,  I  shall  be  glad  to  have  your  opinion 
of  matters.     I  am,  &c. 


,dhy  Google 


PartII.]      the   AMERICAN   REVOLUTION.  13J 

TO   JOHN"   HAK'COCE. 

Head-QuartcTS,  3  Novombor,  177?. 

Sir, 

Your  favor  of  the  25th  I  received  on  Monday  after- 
noon. Tou  have  my  warmest  wishes  for  your  recovery, 
and  I  shall  be  happy  if  your  recess  should  be  attended 
with  benefits,  superior  to  your  most  sanguine  expecta- 
tions. Your  exertions  to  promote  the  general  interest 
I  am  well  convinced  will  be  unceasing,  and  that  every 
measure,  which  the  situation  of  your  health  will  permit 
you  to  pursue,  will  be  employed  to  that  end,  whether 
you  are  in  Congress  or  obliged  to  remain  in  the  State 
of  Massachusetts.  I  have  ordered  Cornet  Buckmer, 
with  twelve  dragoons,  to  attend  you  as  an  escort,  and 
to  receive  your  commands.  For  this  purpose  you  will 
be  pleased  to  retain  them,  as  long  as  you  may  con- 
sider their  attendance  necessary.  I  would  willingly 
have  directed  a  larger  number,  but  the  severe  duty  the 
horse  have  been  obliged  to  perform,  for  a  long  time 
past,  has  rendered  many  of  them  unfit  for  service ;  to 
which  I  must  add,  that  we  are  under  a  necessity  of 
keeping  several  considerable  patroJs  of  them  constantly 
along  the  enemy's  lines.  These  reasons,  I  trust,  will 
apologize  for  the  escort  being  so  small. 

I  have  taken  the  liberty  to  trouble  you  with  the 
enclosed  letters,  containing  a  proclamation  respecting 
deserters,  which  I  must  request  the  favor  of  you  to  put 
into  some  safe  channel  ol  conveyance  to  the  pnntcis.* 

*  "  Prockmation  bv  ins  Excellency  George  Wa-iiungton  rommindi,! 
in-chief  of  the  Foroea  of  the  United  States  of  America  — Wheieas 
Enndry  soldiers  belonging  to  the  armies  of  the  said  States  have  deserted 
from  the  same ,  tliese  are  to  make  known  to  all  those,  who  have  so 
offended,  and  who  f.hall  return  to  their  lespectiip  corjj  or  suirender 
themselves  to  the  ofhi-ers  ippimted  to  lecene  lerru  t--  and  dtscrtfts  in 
their  several  StatP-^  ur  to  any  Continental  conrnnsMinnd  ofEcei,  hptore 
VOL.  V.  L 
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That  for  Mr.  Loudon  I  imagine  will  get  to  hand  by 
delivering  it  to  Governor  Clinton  or  General  Putnam. 
Those  for  Rhode  Island  and  New  Hampshire  will  go 
safe  from  the  postoffice  at  New  Haven  or  Hartford. 
I  have  nothing  further  to  add,  than  to  wish  you  an 
agreeable  journey  and  a  happy  meeting  with  your  lady 
and  friends,  and  to  assure  you,  that  I  am,  dear  Sir,  &c. 


TO   MAJOR-GEWEEAL  DJCKISSON". 

Ilead-Quarters;  Wliitemai'sh,  4  November,  1777. 

Dear  Sir, 
I  have  received  your  letter  of  the  1st  instant,  inform- 
ing me  of  the  delay  of  the  governor  and  council  hi 
giving  an  answer  on  the  subject  of  my  last  to  you,  and 
the  reluctance  of  the  eastern  militia  to  abandon  Eliza- 
bethtown.  To  compensate  for  the  backwardness  of  the 
latter  in  obeying  orders,  which  they  themselves  do  not 
absolutely  approve,  and  make  the  best  of  their  thwarting 
disposition,  you  propose  a  plan  of  operations,  which  you 
think  would  be  so  perfectly  coincident  with  the  desires 
of  the  mihtia,  as  greatly  to  increase  their  numbers,  and 
which  at  the  same  time  might  be  productive  of  impor- 
tant good  consequences.  I  should  perfectly  agree  with 
you  and  press  the  executive,  if  the  advanced  season 
and  the  consequent  difficulty  of  breaking  ground,  and 

the  first  day  of  January  nest,  that  they  Bhall  obtain  a  full  and  free  par- 
don;—  And  I  dn  further  declare  to  all  such  obstmate  offenders  as  do 
not  avail  themselves  of  the  indulgence  hereby  offered,  that  they  may 
depend,  when  apprehended,  on  being  prosecuted  ivilh  the  utmost  rigor, 
and  suffering  the  punishment  justly  due  to  crunes  of  such  enormity. 
Lest  the  hope  of  escaping  punishment,  by  remaining  undiscovered,  should 
tempt  any  to  reject  the  terms  now  held  out  to  them,  they  may  he  as- 
sured, that  the  most  pffectual  measures  will  be  pursued  in  eveiy  St^le 
for  apprehending  and  bringing  them  to  a  speedy  trial." — Dokd  Octo- 
ber 24tk. 
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the  great  danger  of  having  troops  cut  off,  that  might 
be  landed  on  Long  Island,  did  not  present  themselves 
to  me  as  obstacles,  which  render  the  enterprise  ineh- 
gible.* 

Your  idea  of  counteracting  the  intended  reinforce- 
ments for  Mr.  Howe's  army,  by  a  demonstration  of 
designs  upon  New  York,  I  think  an  exceedingly  good 
one,  and  I  am  very  desirous  that  you  should  improve 
and  mature  it  for  immediate  execution.  A  great  show 
of  preparatives  on  your  side,  boats  collected,  troops 
assembled,  your  expectation  of  the  approach  of  Gen- 
erals Gates  and  Putnam  intrusted  as  a  secret  to  per- 
sons, who  you  are  sure  wil!  divulge  and  disseminate  it 
in  New  York ;  in  a  word,  such  measures  taken  for 
effectually  striking  an  alarm  in  that  city,  as  it  is  alto- 
together  unnecessary  for  me  minutely  to  describe  to 
you,  I  am  in  great  hopes  wil!  effect  the  valuable  pur- 
pose which  you  expect.     I  am,  dear  Sir,  &c. 


TO   LIEUTENANT- COLONEL   SAMUEL   SMITH. 

Head-Quarters,  4  November,  1777. 
Sir, 
I  have  received  your  letter  dated  yesterday  giving 
an  account  of  the  reinforcement,  which  you  expect  from 

r       iDk        JdppdtitG       i&t       dPti 

hldUt       iilt  thy        Id       dmid  dmk 

ttk        Lglld      dN       Yk      hilh      ttl  tin 

tl   tl     N      J  rs  y  m  1 1       1     Id  m  k       d         t    p      St  t      lid 

H    h  d  h    d    d  m  d  1     th    ght  h        ild  1  is 

umb      ttl      I      dd         dhhdalidybt  gJt    trtms- 

ptfildd  sath         tft        Ehz  b  tht  w    t    th    I  1     d 

H       p  th  t     f  th  tt    1      d  d      t    11  a    th  Id 

fftthmpttpp  fdlin  dpip      fdt  tl 

fmthl  Ifl  iptfh(,tt 

G      ral  H 
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General  Varnum,  and  the  supplies  of  clothing  from 
General  Forman.  It  gives  me  pain  to  learn,  that  the 
latter  are  likely  to  be  so  inadequate  to  your  wants ;  but 
I  hope,  that  by  taking  proper  measures,  the  contribu- 
tions of  the  inhabitants  will  not  prove  so  poor  a  resource 
as  you  seem  to  fear.  Enclosed  is  a  letter  to  Major 
Fleury,  whom  I  ordered  to  Fort  Mifflin  to  serve  in 
quality  of  engineer.  As  he  is  a  young  man  of  talents, 
and  has  made  this  branch  of  mihtary  service  his  par- 
ticular study,  I  place  a  confidence  in  him.  You  will 
therefore  make  the  best  arrangement  for  enabling  him 
to  carry  such  plans  into  execution,  as  come  within  his 
department.  His  authority,  at  the  same  time  that  it  is 
subordinate  to  yours,  must  be  sufficient  for  putting  into 
practice  what  Hs  knowledge  of  fortification  points  out 
as  necessary  for  defending  the  post;  and  his  depart- 
ment, though  inferior,  being  of  a  distinct  and  separate 
nature,  requires  that  his  orders  should  be  in  a  great 
degree  discretionary,  and  that  he  should  be  suffered  to 
exercise  his  judgment.  Persuaded  that  you  will  concur 
with  him  in  every  measure,  which  the  good  of  the  ser- 
vice may  require,  I  remain,  Sir,  &,c. 


TO    SIR   WILLIAM   HOWE. 

Ilead-Quartd'a,  4  Novembei-,  1777. 

Sir, 

I  have  been  informed  by  Lieutenant-Colonel  Frazer, 
who  is  now  a  prisoner  in  your  possession,  that  Major 
Balfour,  one  of  your  aids,  had  assured  him,  that  it  was 
your  earnest  desire,  that  a  general  exchange  of  prison- 
ers should  take  place  on  equitable  terms,  or,  if  this  could 
not  be  effected,  that  the  officers  on  both  sides  should 
be  released  on  parole.     This,  I  have  no  doubt,  was 
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done  by  your  authority,  and  with  an  intention,  that  it 
should  be  communicated  to  me.  I  assure  you,  Sir, 
nothing  would  afford  me  more  satisfaction,  than  to  carry 
the  first  proposition  into  execution.  But,  lest  we  should 
still  unhappily  disagree  about  the  privates  to  be  ac- 
counted for,  and  that  this  may  not  operate  to  the  preju- 
dice of  the  officers,  it  is  my  wish,  for  their  mutual  relief, 
that  their  exchange  may  immediately  take  place,  so  far 
as  circumstances  of  rank  and  number  will  apply ;  and 
if  any  should  then  remain,  that  they  may  return  to  their 
friends  on  parole.  I  am  induced  to  mention  an  ex- 
change, in  preference  to  the  other  mode  of  release, 
supposing  that  it  would  be  more  agreeable  to  both 
parties. 

While  we  are  on  this  subject,  I  would  take  the  liberty 
to  suggest,  that  on  the  footing  of  our  present  agree- 
ment the  colonels,  who  are  your  prisoners,  cannot  be 
exchanged,  there  being  no  officers  of  the  like  rank  in 
your  army  prisoners  with  us.  From  this  consideration, 
I  am  led  to  inquire,  whether  an  equivalent  cannot  be 
fixed  on  to  effect  it,  as  has  been  practised  in  similar 
cases.    I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &.c. 


TO   JEREMIAH    POWELL,   PRESIDENT   OF    THE   COUNCIL 
OF   MASSACHUSETTS. 

Camp,  at  Whitemarsh,  5  November,  1777. 

Sir, 

I  have  been  duly  honored  with  your  favor  of  the  95th 
ultimo,  and  join  your  honorable  Board  most  heartily  in 
congratulations  on  our  success  in  the  surrender  of  Gen- 
eral Burgoyne  and  his  army ;  an  event  of  great  impor- 
tance, and  which  reflects  the  highest  honor  upon  our 
arms.     In  respect  to  the  embarkation  of  the  prisoners, 

VOL.  V.  IS  L" 
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I  take  it  for  granted,  that  the  beneficial  consequences, 
which  the  British  nation  would  derive  from  their  arrival 
in  England  will  be  sufficient  motives  for  General  Howe 
to  use  every  possible  exertion  to  get  them  away,  and 
that  no  application  for  that  end  will  be  necessary.  For, 
as  soon  as  they  arrive,  they  will  enable  the  ministry  to 
send  an  equal  number  of  other  troops  from  their  dif- 
ferent garrisons  to  join  him  here,  or  upon  any  other 
service  against  the  American  States.  I  shall  be  sorry, 
if  their  remaining  should  subject  you  to  the  inconven- 
iences, which  you  seem  to  apprehend;  and,  if  they 
can  be  accommodated,  I  think,  in  point  of  policy,  we 
should  not  be  anxious  for  their  early  departure.  As  to 
the  transports,  if  General  Howe  is  in  a  situation  to  send 
them,  it  is  to  be  presumed,  that  they  will  be  properly 
appointed  with  provisions  and  wood,  the  terms  of  con- 
vention not  obliging  us  to  furnish  their  prisoners  for  a 
longer  time,  than  their  continuance  in  our  hands.  I  do 
not  apprehend,  that  there  will  be  any  thing  to  fear  from 
the  vessels  assigned  for  their  transportation.  The  con- 
dition, upon  which  they  are  to  be  allowed  an  entry, 
imports  a  time,  and  no  stipulations  that  can  be  made 
will  be  more  obligatory.  Nevertheless,  prudence  and 
the  usage  of  nations  do  not  only  justify,  but  require,  that 
every  precaution  should  be  had,  previous  to  their  being 
admitted  into  port,  to  prevent  an  infraction  of  treaty 
and  any  act  incompatible  with  the  design  of  their  com- 
ing. What  these  precautions  ought  to  be  will  naturahy 
occur. 

In  fine,  Sir,  I  do  not  know  how  far  I  should  advise 
in  this  business,  and  suppose  it  probable,  that  Con- 
gress will  give  you  their  sentiments  fully  upon  it, 
they  being  possessed  of  all  the  circumstances,  by  a 
statement  from  General  Gates,  and  also  from  General 
Heath.    I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c. 
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TO   BRIOADIER-GENERAL   COWWAY. 

9  November,  1777. 

A  letter,  which  I  received  last  night,  contained  the 
following  paragraph. 

"  In  a  letter  from  General  Conway  to  General  Gates 
he  says,  'Heaven  has  been  determined  to  save  your 
country,  or  a  weak  General  and  bad  counsellors  imuld 
have  ruined  it'" 

I  am.  Sir,  your  humble  servant.* 


TO   HEKRY  LAURENS,   PRESIDENT   OF   COWGRESS.f 

Camp,  at  Whitemarsli,  10  Novomljcr,  1777. 
Sir, 

I  have  been  duly  honored  with  your  favors  of  the 
4th  and  5th  instant,  with  their  several  enclosures. 
Among  those  of  the  former,  I  found  the  resolution  you 
are  pleased  to  allude  to,  respecting  your  appointment 
as  president.  Permit  me,  Sir,  to  congratulate  you  upon 
this  event,  and  to  assure  you  I  have  the  most  entire 
confidence,  that  I  shall  experience  in  you  during  your 
presidency  the  same  politeness,  and  attention  to  the 
interests  of  the  States,  that  marked  the  conduct  of  your 
worthy  predecessor. 

With  respect  to  the  views  of  the  Navy  Board  for 
securing  the  frigates,  the  situation  of  the  army  would 
not  admit  of  a  compliance  with  them,  supposing  they 
would  answer  the  end.  I  have  therefore  written  to  the 
Board,  in  the  most  pressing  terms,  to  have  the  frigates 
scuttled  in  such  a  way,  that  they  may  be  raised  when 
it  shall  be  necessary,  and  that  in  the  mean  time  they 

*  See  Appebdik,  No.  VI. 

f  Henry  Laurens  ivaa  chosen  President  of  Congress  on  tlie  1st  of  No- 
vember, aa  the  successor  of  President  Hancock. 
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may  not  be  liable  to  injury  from  floating  ice.  I  see  no 
measure  so  likely  to  secure  them  to  us,  and  against  the 
enemy's  attempts.  I  have  been  extremely  fearful  they 
would  have  possessed  and  employed  them,  with  the 
Delaware  and  their  batteries,  on  the  rear  of  the  galleys 
and  the  fort,  while  the  ships  below  attacked  in  front. 
I  need  not  point  out  the  probable  consequences  of  such 
an  event;  they  ai-e  too  obvious.  The  resolves,  which 
you  request  to  be  communicated  to  the  army,  shall  be 
published  in  general  orders.  The  letters  for  Commo- 
dore Hazelwood  have  been  put  in  a  proper  channel 
of  conveyance. 

As  to  the  disposition  of  part  of  the  northern  army, 
my  letter  of  the  1st  contains  my  ideas  upon  the  subject, 
and  those  of  my  general  officers.  I  shall  be  sorry  if  the 
measures  I  have  taken  on  this  head  should  interfere  with, 
or  materially  vary  from,  any  plans  Congress  might  have 
had  in  view.  Their  proceedings  of  the  5th,  I  presume, 
were  founded  on  a  supposition,  that  the  enemy  were 
still  up  the  North  River,  and  garrisoning  the  forts  they 
had  taken.  This  not  being  the  case,  and  all  accounts 
agreeing  that  reinforcements  to  General  Howe  are 
coming  from  York,  I  hope  the  aids  I  have  required  will 
be  considered  expedient  and  proper.  Independent  of 
the  latter  consideration,  I  think  our  exertions  and  force 
should  be  directed  to  effect  General  Howe's  destruc- 
tion, if  it  is  possible. 

Among  the  various  difficulties  attending  the  army, 
the  adjustment  of  rank  is  not  the  least.  This,  owing 
to  the  several  modes,  the  several  principles,  that  have 
prevailed  in  granting  commissions,  is  involved  in  great 
perplexity.  The  officers  of  the  Pennsylvania  troops  are 
in  much  confusion  about  it.  In  many  instances,  those 
who  were  junior  in  rank,  from  local  and  other  circum- 
stances, have  obtained  commissions  older  in  date  than 
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those  which  were  granted  afterwards  to  officers,  their 
superiors  before.  This,  with  many  other  irregularities, 
has  been  and  is  the  cause  of  great  uneasiness;  and, 
though  precedency  of  rank  so  claimed  should  not  be 
supported  in  justice  or  upon  any  principle,  we  find  all, 
having  the  least  pretext  for  the  title,  strenuous  to  sup- 
port it,  and  willing  to  hold  a  superiority,  I  was  there- 
fore induced  to  order  a  board  of  officers  to  take  the 
matter  under  consideration.  The  result,  respecdng  the 
field-officers  of  this  State,  I  now  enclose,  and  wish 
Congress  to  adopt  the  regulation,  which  the  Board  have 
made,  and  transmit  to  me,  by  the  earliest  opportunity, 
commissions  dated  according  to  their  arrangement.  At 
the  same  time  it  may  be  proper,  that  there  should  be 
a  resolve  vacating  the  commissions  they  now  have,  and 
directing  them  to  be  delivered  to  me.  Their  attention 
to  this  business,  I  trust,  will  be  immediate ;  the  disputes 
and  jealousies  with  the  officers  require  it. 

I  have  enclosed  the  memorial  of  Colonel  Duportail 
and  the  other  engineers  for  their  promotion,  referred  to 
me  by  the  Board  of  War  for  my  sentiments.  As  to  the 
terms  these  gentlemen  mentioned  to  have  been  pro- 
posed and  agi'eed  to  when  they  first  arrived,  I  know 
nothing  of  them  further  than  the  memorial  states.  In 
respect  to  their  abilides  and  knowledge  in  their  profes- 
sion, I  must  observe  they  have  had  no  great  opportu- 
nity of  proving  them  since  they  were  in  our  service. 
However,  I  have  reason  to  believe,  that  they  have  been 
regularly  bred  in  this  important  branch  of  war,  and  that 
their  talents,  which  have  been  hhherto,  as  it  were,  dor- 
mant, want  only  a  proper  occasion  to  call  them  forth ; 
in  which  case,  I  have  no  doubt  they  would  do  them- 
selves honor,  and  the  States  essential  service.  It  is  of 
great  importance,  too,  to  consider  the  practicability  of 
replacing  these  gentlemen  with  persons  equally  quail- 
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fied,  if  they  should  quit  the  service;  and  how  indis- 
pensable men  of  skill  in  this  branch  of  military  science 
are  to  every  army.  While  I  am  on  this  subject,  I  would 
take  the  liberty  to  mention,  that  I  have  been  well  in- 
formed, that  the  engineer  in  the  northern  army  (Kosci- 
uszko  I  think  his  name  is)  is  a  gentleman  of  science 
and  merit.  From  the  character  I  have  had  of  him,  he 
is  deserving  of  notice  too.* 

I  would  beg  leave  to  mention,  that  we  are  in  great 
distress  flDr  want  of  money.  This  will  be  more  urgent 
every  day;  and  it  is  probable  there  will  be  a  good  deal 
of  pay  due  to  the  troops  coming  to  reinforce  us.  Gen- 
eral Putnam  writes  pressingly  for  a  supply,  and  says, 
he  is  in  a  most  disagreeable  situation  for  want  of  it. 
I  must  request  the  attention  of  Congress  to  this  subject. 

Your  favor  of  the  7th  came  to  hand  this  morning.  I 
shall  pay  proper  attention  to  the  enclosures.  The  rank 
of  the  officers  of  cavalry  I  wilt  attempt  to  have  settled 
as  soon  as  circumstances  will  admit.  I  have  nothing 
very  interesting  to  communicate.  The  enemy  have  lost 
one  of  their  new  floating  batteries ;  it  sunk  in  a  little 
time  after  it  was  launched.  There  has  been  a  can- 
nonade to-day;  it  still  continues.  I  do  not  know  the 
occasion,  but  imagine  that  it  is  between  the  ships  and 
galleys. 

JVovember  llth.  —  By  advices  just  received,  thirty- 
eight  transports  have  arrived  in  the  Delaware  with 
troops.  They  were  as  high  up  as  Reedy  Island  yester- 
day.    I  suppose  they  are  from  New  York.     I  am,  &lc. 
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TO   LIEUTENAMT-COLOWEL   SAMUEL   SMITH. 

Head'-Quai-tera,  12  November,  1777. 
Sir, 
I  last  night  received  your  favor  of  the  lOth  instant, 
and  am  sorry  to  find  the  enemy's  batteries  had  played 
with  such  success  against  our  works.  Nevertheless, 
I  hope  they  will  not  oblige  you  to  evacuate  them. 
They  are  of  the  greatest  importance,  and  I  trust  they 
will  be  maintained  to  the  last  extremity.  I  have  written 
to  General  Varaum  to  afford  you  immediate  succour, 
by  sending  fresh  troops  to  relieve  those  now  in  the 
garrison,  and  also  such  numbers  of  militia,  as  he  may 
be  able  to  prevail  on  to  go  to  your  assistance.  With 
these,  every  exertion  should  be  used  for  repairing  in  the 
night  whatever  damage  the  works  may  sustain  in  the 
day.  The  militia  are  principally  designed  for  this  end, 
and  they  are  to  be  permitted  every  morning  to  return 
to  Red  Bank,  if  such  shall  be  their  choice.  General 
Varnum  will  furnish  all  the  fascines  and  palisadoes  he 
can.  You  may  rest  assured,  that  I  will  adopt  every 
means,  which  our  situation  will  admit,  to  give  you  re- 
lief.   I  am,  Sir,  &.c. 


TO   MAJOR- GEKKBAL   IIEATH. 

He  ad- Quarters,  13  November,  1777. 

Dear  Sir, 

In  my  letter  of  the  5th  in  answer  to  yours  of  the  22d 
ultimo  I  mentioned,  that  it  was  not  our  interest  to  ex- 
pedite the  passage  of  the  prisoners  to  England.  Upon 
a  review  of  the  matter,  I  am  more  and  more  convinced 
of  the  propriety  of  the  observation.  The  most  scru- 
pulous adherence,  on  the  part  of  the  enemy,  to  the 
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convention  of  Saratoga  will  justify  their  placing  the 
prisoners  in  garrisons,  as  soon  as  they  arrive  in  Britain, 
and  will  enable  the  ministry  to  send  out  an  equal  num- 
ber of  troops  to  reinforce  General  Howe,  or  upon  any 
other  service  against  these  States.  This  being  the  case, 
poHcy  and  a  regard  to  our  own  interest  are  strongly 
opposed  to  our  adopting  or  pursuing  any  measures,  to 
facihtate  their  embarlsation  and  passage  home,  which 
are  not  required  of  us  by  the  capitulation.  If  by  our 
exertions  these  ends  are  promoted,  our  generosity  wUl 
be  rewarded,  in  the  arrival  of  as  large  a  force  by  the 
end  of  March,  or  early  in  April,  for  the  purposes  sug- 
gested above. 

These  considerations  lead  me  to  observe,  that  it  is 
extremely  probable  General  Burgoyne  will  apply  to 
you,  or  perhaps  to  the  council  of  the  State,  to  dispense 
with  the  articles  of  convention,  so  far  as  they  respect 
the  port  for  their  embarkation,  and  to  change  it  from 
Boston  to  some  place  in  Rhode  Island  or  the  Sound. 
I  know  he  has  received  a  hint  upon  the  subject  from 
General  Howe.  Should  such  a  requisidon  be  made, 
it  ought  not  to  be  complied  with  upon  any  principles 
whatever.  It  cannot  be  asked  as  a  matter  of  right, 
because  by  the  articles  Boston  is  assigned  as  the  port. 
It  should  not  be  granted  as  a  matter  of  favor,  because 
the  indulgence  .will  be  attended  with  most  obvious  and 
capital  disadvantages  to  us.  Besides  the  delay,  which 
will  necessarily  arise  from  confining  them  to  Boston, 
as  the  place  of  departure,  their  transports  in  a  voyage 
round  at  this  season  may  probably  suffer  considerable 
injury,  and  many  of  them  may  be  blown  as  far  as  the 
West  Indies.  These  considerations,  and  others  need- 
less to  be  added,  have  struck  me  in  so  important  a 
point  of  view,  that  I  have  thought  it  expedient  to  write 
to  you  by  express.     Lieutenant  Vallancey,  who  came 
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with  General  Burgoyne's  despatches,  left  this  on  his  re- 
turn yesterday  morning,  and  I  make  no  doubt,  in  a  little 
time  after  his  arrival,  General  Burgoyne  will  request  the 
port  of  embarkation  to  be  ahered.  Independently  of 
the  impolicy  of  granting  the  requisition,  it  appears  to 
me,  that  no  one  has  authority  to  do  it  but  Congress. 
I  am,  dear  Sir,  with  great  respect,  &r.* 


TO   PATRICK   HESRy,   GOVERNOR   OF   VIRGINIA. 

WJiitcnintsli,  13  Novembei-,  1777. 

Dear  Sir, 
I  shall  beg  leave  to  refer  you  to  a  letter  of  mine, 
which  accompanies  this,  and  of  the  same  date,  for  a 
general  account  of  our  situation  and  wants.  The  design 
of  this  is  only  to  inform  you,  and  with  great  truth  I  can 
do  it,  strange  as  it  may  seem,  that  the  army  which  I 
have  had  under  my  immediate  command,  has  not,  at 
any  one  time  since  General  Howe's  landing  at  the  Head 
of  Ellc,  been  equal  in  point  of  numbers  to  his.     In 

*  General  Burgoyne  resolved  to  adhere  rigidly  to  the  articles  of  the 
convention,  as  appears  by  General  Heath's  letter  in  reply  to  tiie  ahove. 
Congress  had  directed  that  the  name  and  rank  of  every  commissioned 
officer  included  in  the  convention  should  be  recorded;  and  alao  the  name, 
former  place  of  ahcde,  size,  age,  and  description  of  every  non-commia- 
eioned  officer  and  soldier.  With  this  latter  clause  of  the  direction  Gen- 
eral Burgoyne  refused  to  comply,  any  furtlier  than  to  give  the  names, 
"  He  asserted,"  says  General  Heath,  "  that  no  precedent  could  he  pro- 
duced in  military  history  of  more  heiag  given;  that  Ihe  public  faith  is  to 
be  the  security ;  that,  if  the  convention  was  short  in  any  article,  additions 
cannot  now  be  made ;  for,  if  it  were  to  he  admitted  in  one  article,  amend- 
ments may  be  propoaed  m  the  whole  This  reasonrag  might  be  used 
with  equal  foioe  againat  a'senting  to  a  different  port  of  embarkation 
ftom  tl  e  one  onginallj  stipulated  m  addition  to  the  policy  and  stnct 
justice  of  contorn  ing  to  the  articles  in  this  respect 

At  the  t-lose  of  lua  letter  Geaerd  Heath  wrote  Ceueril  Birgojne 
IS  much  pleased  with  your  treatment  ct  Lieutenant  Vallancpj  which  he 
Bays  Tvaa  polite  and  noble." 

VOL.  V.  19  M 
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ascertaining  this,  I  do  not  confine  myself  to  Continental 
troops,  but  comprehend  militia, 

The  disaffected  and  lukewarm  in  this  State,  in  whom 
unhappily  it  too  much  abounds,  taking  advantage  of 
the  distraction  in  the  government,  prevented  those  vig- 
orous exertions,  which  an  invaded  State  ought  to  have 
yielded ;  and  the  short  term,  for  which  their  militia  was 
drawn  out,  expiring  before  others  could  be  got  in,  and 
before  the  Maryland  militia  (which,  by  the  by,  were 
few  in  number,  and  did  not  join  till  after  the  battle  of 
Brandywine,)  came  up,  our  numbers  kept  nearly  at  a 
stand,  and  I  was  left  to  fight  two  battles,  in  order  if 
possible  to  save  Philadelphia,  with  less  numbers  than 
composed  the  army  of  my  antagonist,  whilst  the  world 
has  given  us  at  least  double.  This  impression,  though 
mortifying  in  some  points  of  view,  I  have  been  obliged 
to  encourage,  because,  next  to  being  strong,  it  is  best 
to  be  thought  so  by  the  enemy  ;  and  to  this  cause  prin- 
cipally I  think  is  to  be  attributed  the  slow  movements 
of  General  Howe. 

How  difi'erent  the  case  in  the  northern  department ! 
There  the  States  of  New  York  and  New  England,  re- 
solvmg  to  crush  Bnrgoyne,  condnued  pouring  in  their 
troops,  till  the  surrender  of  that  army;  at  which  time 
not  less  than  fourteen  thousand  militia,  as  I  have  been 
informed,  were  actually  in  General  Gates's  camp,  and 
those  composed,  for  the  most  part,  of  the  best  yeomanry 
in  the  country,  well  ai-med,  and  in  many  instances  sup- 
plied with  provisions  of  their  own  carrying.  Had  the 
same  spirit  pervaded  the  people  of  this  and  the  neigh- 
bouring States,  we  might  before  this  time  have  had 
General  Howe  nearly  in  the  situation  of  General  Bur- 
goyne,  with  this  diiFerence,  that  the  former  would  never 
have  been  out  of  reach  of  his  ships,  whilst  the  latter 
increased  his  danger  every  step  he  took,  having  but 
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one  retreat  in  case  of  a  disaster,  and  that  blocked  up 
by  a  respectable  force. 

My  own  difficulties,  in  the  course  of  the  campaign, 
have  been  not  a  httle  increased  by  the  extra  aid  of 
Continental  troops,  which  the  gloomy  prospect  of  our 
affairs  in  the  north,  immediately  after  the  reduction  of 
Ticonderoga,  induced  me  to  spare  irom  this  army.  But 
it  is  to  be  hoped,  chat  all  will  yet  end  well.  If  the 
cause  is  advanced,  indifferent  is  it  to  me  where  or  in 
what  quarter  it  happens.  The  winter  season,  with  the 
aid  of  our  neighbours,  may  possibly  bring  some  impor- 
tant event  to  pass. 

I  am,  sincerely  and  respectfully,  dear  Sir,  &c. 


TO   SIR  WILLIAM  HOWE. 

Head- 0,11  ai-tersj  14  November,  1777. 

Sib, 
I  am  sorry  to  find,  by  the  tenor  of  your  letter  of  the 
6th  instant,  that  we  still  unhappily  differ  in  our  ideas  of 
those  just  and  reasonable  terms,  upon  which  a  general 
exchange  of  prisoners  might  take  place,  and  that  an 
event  so  desirable  is  probably  yet  at  a  distance.  This 
being  the  case,  that  rehef  to  the  unhappy,  where  it  is 
practicable,  may  no  longer  be  delayed,  I  am  induced  to 
accede  to  your  proposition,  made  through  Lieutenant- 
Colonel  Frazer,  "  that  the  ofiicers,  who  are  prisoners  of 
war,  on  both  sides  should  be  released,  and  have  liberty 
to  return  among  their  friends  on  parole."  I  shall  ex- 
pect your  answer  as  soon  as  possible  upon  this  subject ; 
after  which  I  shall  give  the  necessary  orders  for  the 
return  of  your  officers  to  such  places  as  you  may  ap- 
point. At  the  same  time,  I  wish  that  their  exchange 
may  appear  to  you,  as  it  does  to  me,  the  more  efigible 
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mode  of  release.  Notwithstanding  what  I  have  said, 
if  the  interpretation  I  have  given  your  letter  does  not 
correspond  with  your  own  meaning,  and  you  are  dis- 
posed to  proceed  to  an  exchange  of  all  the  prisoners 
in  your  possession,  for  an  equal  number  of  those  in  my 
hands,  without  regard  to  the  dispute  subsisting  between 
us,  I  shall  be  happy  to  adopt  the  measure.  I  therefore 
request  an  explanation  of  the  third  paragraph  of  your 
letter,  where  you  say,  —  "  Those  at  present  prisoners 
with  me  are  ready  to  be  delivered  on  the  shortest 
notice,  and  it  rests  solely  with  you  to  justify  me  in 
doing  it." 

In  respect  to  the  charge  ag^st  Mr.  Boudinot,  the 
enclosed  paper  will  show  he  has  not  failed  to  repre- 
sent to  Mr.  Loring  the  wants  of  the  prisoners  in  our 
hands.  That  these  may  be  supplied,  I  shall  upon  your 
application  grant  passports  to  such  persons,  not  above 
the  rank  of  a  regimental  quartermaster,  as  you  may 
send  out  with  necessaries  for  them. 

You  call  upon  me  to  redress  the  grievances  of  several 
of  your  officers  and  men,  who,  you  are  pleased  to  say, 
"you  are  well  informed  are  most  injuriously  and  un- 
justifiably loaded  with  irons."  If  there  is  a  single  in- 
stance of  a  prisoner  of  war  being  in  irons,  I  am  ignorant 
of  it ;  nor  can  I  find  on  the  most  minute  inquiry,  that 
there  is  the  least  foundation  for  the  charge.  On  the 
contrary,  I  have  every  reason  to  believe,  that  your 
officers  and  men,  who  are  prisoners  with  us,  are  ex- 
periencing a  very  different  treatment.  I  wish  you  to 
particularize  the  cases  you  allude  to,  that  rehef  may 
be  had,  if  the  complaints  are  well  founded,  and  the 
character  and  conduct  of  the  persons  shall  not  for- 
bid it. 

Now  we  are  upon  the  subject  of  grievances,  I  am 
constrained  to  observe,  that  I  have  a  variety  of  ac- 
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counts,  not  only  from  prisoners  who  have  made  their 
escape,  but  from  persons  who  have  left  Philadelphia, 
that  our  prirate  soldiers  in  your  hands  are  treated  in 
a  manner  shocking  to  humanity,  and  that  many  of  them 
must  have  perished  through  hunger,  had  it  not  been 
for  the  charitable  contributions  of  the  inhabitants.  It 
is  added  in  aggravation,  that  this  treatment  is  to  obhgc 
them  to  enlist  in  the  corps  you  are  raising.  The  friends 
of  these  unhappy  men  call  daily  upon  me  for  their  re- 
hef,  and  the  people  at  large  insist  on  retaliating  upon 
those  in  our  possession.  Justice  demands  it.  How- 
ever, before  I  could  proceed  to  a  measure  my  fcehngs 
recoil  at,  I  thought  it  right  to  mention  the  facts  to  you ; 
and  I  would  propose,  that  I  may  be  allowed  to  send  a 
suitable  person  into  the  city  under  the  usual  restric- 
tions, to  examine  into  the  truth  of  them. 

I  must  also  remonstrate  against  the  cruel  treatment 
and  confinement  of  our  officers.  This,  I  am  informed, 
is  not  only  the  case  of  those  in  Philadelphia,  but  of 
many  in  New  York.  Whatever  plausible  pretences 
may  be  urged  to  authorize  the  condidon  of  the  former, 
it  is  certain  but  few  circumstances  can  arise  to  justify 
that  of  the  latter.  I  appeal  to  you  to  redress  these 
several  wrongs ;  and  you  will  remember,  whatever  hard- 
ships the  prisoners  with  us  may  be  subjected  to  will 
be  chargeable  to  you.  At  the  same  time  it  is  but  jus- 
tice to  observe,  that  many  of  the  cruelties  exercised 
towards  prisoners  are  said  to  proceed  from  the  inhu- 
manity of  Mr.  Cunningham,  provost-martial,  without 
your  knowledge  or  approbation.  I  am.  Sir,  with  due 
respect,  &,c. 

P.  S.  Just  as  I  was  about  to  close  my  letter,  two 
persons,  men  of  reputation,  came  from  Philadelphia.  1 
transmit  to  you  their  depositions  respecting  the  treat- 
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ment  they  received  while  they  were  your  prisoners. 
I  will  not  comment  upon  the  subject.  It  is  too  pain- 
ful.* 


TO   BEiaADIER-GENEEAL   C05WAY. 

Head-Quarters,  16  Kovembei',  1777. 

Sm, 
In  answer  to  your  favoi-  of  this  date,  it  remains  with 
Congress  alone  to  accept  your  resignation.  This  being 
the  case,  I  cannot  permit  you  to  leave  the  army,  till 
you  have  obtained  their  consent.  When  that  is  done,  I 
shall  not  object  to  your  departure,  since  it  is  your  in- 
clination. I  thank  you  much  for  your  wishes  for  the 
liberty  of  America,  and  the  success  of  our  arms,  and 
have  only  to  add,  that,  in  case  you  are  permitted  to 
return  b}  Con  re  s  }ouwilI  hate  my  hope  toi  i  h 
vorable  pi  sao"e  and  i  happy  meetmt,  iMth  jom  family 
and  friend       I  am  &n    Slc  f 

'^  See  U      Ana         t    tl        b  d    1  Vt  II         H  1  tt 

of  Hovemb     6tl         tl     A  K    VII 

I  General  C        yldtldybf  tl  m  tC 

gress,  andlgas         astG         IWhugttltl 
stay  in  Am  wld       d  hrak       dip         fpmti 

France,  adding  —    Alth    gh  I  1         th         t       t  I    li  11  !       h 

the  cause  f       1    h  I  f    ght       d    f  th    pi      I       t  t    C    g 
cepted,  Ihplhll  th  m         fTtiJly  tlprt 

of  the  world "    What  tha  plan  v  as  he  does  not  int  m  t  t    p 

parent  from  the  journals  that  Congress  accepted  Iil  t       th      h 

it  would  seem  that  he  retired  from  the  ainn  H  wi  t  t  th  m 
time  a  long  co  nplaining  boastful,  and  Romei  h  t  mp  d  t  1  tt  t 
Mr  Charles  Cirroll  which  was  mf'ant  for  Congre  d      as  di  gly 

read  in  that  assembly     In  that  letter  he  said      ''      n  w    I.      j, 
eral  gentlemen  vnote  to  me  from  the  seat  ot  C  m    ti  th 

\eiy  exfraoid  nary  discourses  held  hy  you  Sir  by  M    L      HMD 
and  some  other  members   on  accoi  it  of  my  applymg  f     th         k    f 
major  general      It  I  had  hparkened  to  well  groui  d  d  tm     t,  I   !      Id 

imdoubtedly  haie  left  the  army  instantly. 
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TO   THE   PRESIDENT   OF   CONGRESS. 

Whitematsh,  17  November,  1777. 
Sir, 

I  am  sorry  to  inform  you  that  Fort  Mifflin  was  evacu- 
ated the  night  before  last,  after  a  defence  which  does 
credit  to  the  American  arms,  and  will  ever  reflect  the 
highest  honor  upon  the  officers  and  men  of  the  garrison. 
The  works  were  entirely  beat  down ;  every  piece  of 
cannon  dismounted,  and  one  of  the  enemy's  ships  so 
near,  that  she  threw  grenades  into  the  fort,  and  killed 
men  upon  the  platforms,  from  her  tops,  before  they 
quitted  the  Island.  This  ship  had  been  cut  down  for 
the  purpose,  and  so  constructed  that  she  made  but  a 
small  draft  of  water,  and  by  these  means  waiped  in 
between  Fort  Mifflin  and  Province  Island.  Some  com- 
plaints are  made,  that  the  captains  of  the  galleys  did 
not  sufficiently  exert  themselves  to  drive  this  vessel 
from  her  station ;  but  I  shall  not  determine  any  thing 
upon  the  matter  till  a  proper  inquiry  is  made. 

Nothing  in  the  course  of  this  campaign  has  taken  up 
so  much  of  the  attention  and  consideration  of  myself 
and  all  the  general  officers,  as  the  possibility  of  giving  a 
further  relief  to  Fort  Mifflin,  than  what  we  had  already 
afforded.  Such  a  garrison  was  thrown  into  it,  as  has 
been  found  by  experience  capable  of  defending  it  to 
the  last  extremity;  and  Red  Bank,  which  was  deem- 
ed essentially  necessary,  not  only  for  the  purpose  of 
keeping  open  the  communication,  but  of  annoying  the 
enemy's  ships  and  covering  our  own  fleet,  has  been 
possessed  by  a  considerable  detachment  from  this  army. 
The  only  remaining  and  practicable  mode  of  giving 
relief  to  the  fort  was  by  dislodging  the  enemy  from 
Province  Island,  from  whence  they  kept  up  an  inces- 
sant fire.     But  this,  from  the  situation  of  the  ground, 
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was  not  to  be  attempted  with  any  degree  of  safety  to 
the  attacking  party,  unless  the  whole  or  a  considerable 
part  of  the  army  should  be  removed  to  the  west  side 
of  the  Schuylkill  to  support  and  cover  it. 

To  account  for  this,  you  must  be  made  acquainted 
with  the  nature  of  the  ground.  In  order  to  have  made 
the  attack  upon  Province  Island,  the  party  destined  for 
that  service,  which  should  have  been  at  least  fifteen 
hundred,  must  have  marched  down  the  Chester  road 
as  far  as  the  Bell  Inn  near  Derby,  and  thence,  turning 
towards  the  Delaware,  must  have  proceeded  about  four 
miles  further  through  a  neck  of  land  to  the  Island.  The 
enemy  have  a  bridge  at  the  Middle  Ferry  upon  the 
Schuylkill,  which  is  but  four  miles  from  the  Bell  Inn ; 
consequently,  by  throwing  a  body  of  men  over  that 
bridge  upon  the  first  discovery  of  our  design,  and 
marching  down  (o  the  Beil,  they  would  have  effectually 
cut  off  our  detachment  upon  their  return.  It  is  true, 
the  covering  party  might  have  consisted  of  a  less  num- 
ber than  the  whole  army;  but  then  those  remaining 
upon  this  side  of  the  river  would  have  been  too  kw  to 
be  intrusted  with  all  the  artillery  and  stores  of  the  army, 
within  twelve  miles  of  the  enemy. 

There  were  many  and  very  forcible  reasons  agsdnst  a 
total  remove  to  the  west  side  of  the  SchuylkiO.  Leav- 
ing all  our  stores  at  Easton,  Bethlehem,  and  Allentown 
uncovered,  and  abandoning  several  of  our  hospitals 
within  reach  of  the  enemy,  first  presented  themselves. 
Another,  and  in  my  opinion  a  more  weighty  reason  than 
either  of  the  preceding,  was  the  importance  of  support- 
ing the  post  at  Red  Bank,  upon  which  that  at  Fort 
Mifflin  in  a  great  measure  depended,  as  through  it  we 
sent  in  great  supplies  of  men,  provision,  and  ammu- 
nition. The  enemy,  sensible  of  this,  endeavoured  to 
dislodge  us  from  Red  Bank  on  the  22d  of  last  month ; 
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which,  as  Congress  have  been  informed,  cost  them  four 
hundred  men. 

Now  had  our  army  been  on  the  west  side  of  the 
Schuylkill,  they  might,  without  any  danger  of  an  attack 
upon  their  lines,  have  thrown  over  so  considerable  a 
force  into  Jersey,  that  they  might  have  overpowered 
the  garrison,  and,  by  making  themselves  masters  of  it, 
have  reduced  Fort  Mifflin  by  famine  or  want  of  ammu- 
nition. Thus  we  should  in  all  probabihty  have  lost  both 
posts  by  one  stroke.  They  might  also,  by  taking  pos- 
session of  the  fords  upon  the  Schuylldll,  have  rendered 
the  junction  of  our  northern  reinforcements  with  us  a 
very  difficult,  if  not  an  impracticable  matter ;  and,  should 
any  accident  have  happened  to  them,  we  should  have 
stood  a  very  poor  chance  of  looking  General  Howe  in 
the  face  through  the  winter,  with  an  inferior  army.  We 
should  finally  have  thrown  the  army  into  such  a  situa- 
tion, that  we  must  inevitably  have  drawn  on  a  general 
engagement  before  our  reinforcements  arrived ;  which, 
considering  our  disparity  of  numbers,  would  probably 
have  ended  with  the  most  disagreeable  consequences. 

It  was  therefore  determined  a  few  days  ago  to  wait 
the  arrival  of  the  reinforcement  from  the  northward,  be- 
fore any  alteration  could  safely  be  made  in  the  dispo- 
sition of  the  army ;  and  I  was  not  without  hopes,  that 
the  fort  would  have  held  out  till  that  time.  That  we 
might  then  have  moved  without  endangering  the  storeSj 
I  had  given  orders  for  the  removal  of  them,  from  the 
places  before  mentioned,  to  Lebanon  and  other  places 
in  Lancaster  county,  which  is  at  any  rate  more  safe  and 
convenient  than  where  they  were. 

As  the  keeping  possession  of  Red  Bank,  and  thereby 
still  preventing  the  enemy  from  weighing  the  chevaux- 
de-frise  before  the  frost  'obliges  their  ships  to  quit  the 
river,  has  become  a  matter  of  the  greatest  importance, 

VOL.  V.  20 
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I  have  determined  to  send  down  General  St.  Clair, 
General  Knox,  and  Baron  dc  Kalb,  to  take  a  view  of 
the  ground,  and  to  endeavour  to  form  a  judgment  of 
the  most  probable  means  of  securing  it.  They  will  at 
the  same  time  see  how  far  it  is  possible  for  our  fleet 
to  keep  their  station  since  the  loss  of  Fort  Mifflin,  and 
also  make  the  proper  inquiry  into  the  conduct  of  the 
captains  of  the  gaUeys  mentioned  in  the  former  part  of 
this  letter.* 

*  For  six  days  preceding  tlie  evacuation  of  Fort  Mifflin,  the  fire  from 
the  enemy's  batteries  and  shipping  had  heen.  incessant.  Major  Flenry 
kept  a  journal  of  events,  which  was  daily  forwarded  to  General  Washing- 
ton, and  from  which  the  following  are  extracta, — "  J^ovemher  IQth,  ai 
motu  I  ain  interrupted  by  the  bombs  and  halls,  which  fall  tteckly.  The 
firing  incieases,  but  not  the  effect;  our  harracks  alone  aufiei,  Ttno 
o'clock ;  the  dnecfion  of  tlie  fire  13  changed ;  our  palisades  sufler ;  a 
dozen  of  them  are  broken  down ,  one  of  our  cannon  is  damaged ;  I  am 
aftaid  it  will  not  fix^  straight  Ekten  o'clock  at  night ;  the  eaemy  keep 
up  a  firing  eieiy  half  how  Our  garrison  duninishes  ;  our  soldiers  are 
oveni-helmed  wjth  fabgue.  —  lltL  The  enemy  keep  up  a  heavy  fire; 
they  have  changed  the  direction  of  their  embrasures,  and  instead  of  bat- 
tering our  palisades  in  front,  they  talte  them  obliquely  and  do  great 
injury  to  our  north  side,  ^t  niglit ;  the  enemy  fire  and  interrupt  our 
works  Three  vessels  have  passed  up  between  us  and  Province  Island 
without  any  molestation  from  the  galleys.  Colonel  Smith,  Captain  George, 
and  myself  wounded.  Those  two  gentlemen  passed  immediately  to  Bed 
Bank.— 12ffi.  Heavy  firing;  oar  two  eighte en-pounders  at  Ihe  northern 
battery  dismounted.  At  night;  the  enemy  throw  shells,  and  we  are 
alarmed  by  thirty  boats.  — IfflL  The  enemy  have  opened  a  battery  on 
the  old  Ferry  Wharf;  (he  walk  of  our  rounds  is  destroyed,  tlie  hlock- 
liouses  ruined.  Our  garrison  is  exhausted  with  fatigue  and  ill  health.— 
14ffl.  The  enemy  have  kept  up  a  firing  upon  ns  part  of  the  night.  Day- 
light discovers  to  us  a  floatmg  hattery  placed  a  little  ahove  their  grand 
battery  and  near  the  shore.  Seven  o'clock;  the  enemy  keep  up  a  great 
fire  ft'om  tlieir  floating  battery  and  the  shore ;  our  block-houses  are  in  a 
pitiful  condition.  At  noon ;  we  have  silenced  the  floating  battery.  A 
boat,  which  this  day  deserted  fl'om  the  fleet,  will  have  given  the  enemy 
sufficient  intimation  of  our  weakness  ;  they  will  probably  attempt  a  lodg- 
ment on  the  Island,  which  we  cannot  prevent  with  our  present  strength." 

Colonel  Smith  was  wounded  on  the  11th.  He  had  gone  into  the  bar- 
racks to  answer  a  letter  to  General  Vamum.  A  hall  passed  through  the 
chimney ;  he  was  struck  by  the  scattered  bi'icks,  and  for  a  time  remained 
senseless.     He  retired  the  same  day  to   Red  Bank,   and  the  command 
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I  am  informed  that  it  is  matter  of  amazement,  and 
that  reflections  have  been  thrown  out  against  this  army, 
for  not  being  more  active  and  enterprising  than,  in  the 
opinion  of  some,  they  ought  to  have  been.  If  the 
charge  is  just,  the  best  way  to  account  for  it  will  be  to 
refer  you  to  the  returns  of  our  strength,  and  those 
which  I  can  produce  of  the  enemy,  and  to  the  enclosed 
abstract  of  the  clothing  now  actually  wanting  for  the 
army ;  and  then  I  think  the  wonder  will  be,  how  they 
keep  the  field  at  ail  in  tents  at  this  season  of  the  year. 
What  stock  the  clothier -general  has  to  supply  this  de- 
mand, or  what  are  his  prospects,  he  himself  will  inform 
you,  as  I  have  directed  him  to  go  to  York  Town  to 

did       Lt       trilR       UfthC         ttl         E 
h      ted  w  th  1  t  g         d   11  1     !th  1     d        d  ft     t    b         aJl  1 

M  J     Th  y        f  th    Eh  d    II    d  1        II  It       d  t    t  ]     tl 

mm  d  whi  h  h  t  d  f  m  tl  1  tl  til  tl  m  Tiiag  f  tli  ICth 
Cc  1  V  n         m  t  tl      15th      t  1    1         tl        ft  — 

Th    tl     1=    m    IS  1  ft       th     hii-p    g      d  t  tt  W    1        It 

tmaiy  to-dy        gt         yffirs  kllld  dd 

Mjfi  mpyftiUy        htltydWlllbblgd 

t  t    tl     f   t  tl         ght      M  J      Talb  t       b  dly  1  d      M  j 

Flyiswddl        It  pblf  ft       tp 

m     t    th      CI      I  Th  y         h  m    d    th    b         ]  tl!    g  it 

\  tl     Ibtl  —    W  bl     d  t  t    P    t  III  ffl     1    t 

MjThj  t       dfmth  Ittlftt       tl 

E     J  tliui  g  t    ff  th  t  p      bly        d  b       Tl 

Idtb        mdtltmk        tgrt  t         fm 

thV^laitly      th  1     dd}d      fth         tlmptfth 

irl  dtlh  tfirhd  d  d  Ityt 

th  d  t  p   kill  d        ry  th  t    pp       d    p      tl     pi  tf    m,    — 

MS.  Letters. 

After  the  Eiffair  of  Red  Bank,  Congress  resolved,  that  a  sword  should 
be  presented  to  Colonel  Greene,  and  also  to  Colonel  Smith,  and  Commo- 
dore Hazelwood,  aa  a  reward  of  their  gallantry.  The  managcnifnt  of 
the  fleet,  however,  had  not  been  thought  such,  as  to  justify  an  honor  of 
this  kind  to  its  commander.  Fleury  was  promoted  to  the  raiik  of  lieu- 
tenant-colonel in  the  army.  He  had  already  received  from  Congi'ess  the 
gift  of  a  horse,  as  a  testimonial  of  their  sense  of  his  merit  at  the  battle 
of  Brandywine,  where  a  horse  waa  shot  under  him,  —  Journals,  Septem- 
ber mh;  J^ovmier  Ith,  Wth. 
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lay  these  matters  before  Coiigi'ess.  There  tire,  be- 
sides, most  of  those  in  the  hospitals  more  bare  than 
those  in  the  field ;  many  remain  there  for  want  of 
clothes  only. 

Several  general  officers,  unable  to  procure  clothing 
in  the  common  hne,  have  employed  agents  to  purchase 
up  what  could  be  found  in  different  parts  of  the  country. 
General  Wayne,  among  others,  has  employed  Mr.  2ant- 
zingcr  of  Lancaster,  who  has  purchased  to  the  amount 
of  four  thousand  five  hundred  pounds,  for  which  he  de- 
sires a  draft  upon  the  Treasury  Board.  Enclosed  you 
have  a  copy  of  his  letter.  I  am  not  clear  whether  this 
application  should  properly  be  made  to  the  treasury, 
or  to  the  clothier- general,  who  should  charge  the  money 
to  the  regiments  for  whom  the  clothes  are  designed,  as 
so  much  advanced  to  them.  If  the  latter  should  ap- 
pear the  most  proper  mode,  I  will  order  it  to  be  done. 
I  am  anxiously  waiting  the  arrival  of  the  troops  from  the 
northward,  who  ought,  from  the  time  they  have  had  my 
orders,  to  have  been  here  before  this.  Colonel  Hamil- 
ton, one  of  my  aids,  is  up  the  North  River,  doing  all  he 
can  to  push  them  forward ;  but  he  writes  me  word,  that 
he  finds  many  unaccountable  delays  thrown  in  his  way. 
However,  I  am  in  hopes  that  many  days  will  not  elapse 
before  a  brigade  or  two  at  least  will  arrive.  The  want 
of  these  troops  has  embarrassed  all  my  measures  ex- 
ceedingly.   I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &lc. 


TO   BEIGADIER-GENEBAL  VARNUM. 

Hea(l.Q,uarters,  ten  o'clocli,  P.  M.,  18  November,  1777. 

Dear  Sir, 

A  body  of  the  enemy  marched  last  night  from  Phila- 
delphia across  the  bridge  at  the  Middle  Ferry,  and 
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proceeded  to  Chester.  Their  number  is  variously  re- 
ported, being  from  fifteen  hundred  to  three  thousand ; 
but  I  imagine  the  former  is  most  liliely,  although  some 
people  from  the  city  think  their  numbers  are  much 
lessened  upon  their  lines.  They  this  day  embarked 
their  horses  from  Chester  on  board  ships  and  brigs. 
From  this  it  would  seem  as  if  they  were  going  away ; 
but  in  my  opinion  it  is  only  a  feint,  and  that  they  intend 
to  cross  over  to  Jersey  and  pay  you  a  visit.  Therefore 
keep  a  good  look  out  below ;  if  you  do  this,  they  cannot 
surprise  yon,  because  they  must  make  a  tedious  de- 
bariiation  of  their  horses.  For  all  matters  contained  in 
yours  of  yesterday,  I  refer  you  to  the  Generals  St.  Clair, 
Knox,  and  Kalb,  who  went  down  to  consult  with  you 
and  the  commodore.  I  expect  a  report  from  them  to 
govern  me  in  my  operations  towards  assisting  you.  If 
yo\i  could  get  some  countryman  to  go  into  Billingsport 
with  a  small  supply  of  provisions,  he  might  learn  some- 
thing of  their  intentions  and  numbers.     I  am,  &,c. 


TO   RICHARD   HEKRY   LEE,   IN   CONGRESS. 

Wliitcmavsli,  18  November,  J777. 

Dear  Sir, 
Your  favor  of  the  7th  instant  should  not  have  re- 
mained so  long  unanswered,  but  for  the  uncertainty  of 
Colonel  Pickering's  acceptance  of  his  new  appointment. 
He  has  now  determined  to  do  this,  which  leads  rae  to 
say,  that  I  am  really  at  a  loss  to  recommend  a  proper 
person  as  a  successor  to  the  office  of  adjutant-general. 
The  gentleman  I  named  to  you  some  time  ago,  you 
say  wUl  not  answer.  I  knew  but  little  of  him  myself, 
but  I  understood  he  was  well  acquainted  with  the  duty, 
having  served  much  to  the  satisfaction  of  General  Mont- 

VOL.  T.  N 
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gomery  (a  good  judge)  in  Canada,  during  his  long  and 
severe  campaign  in  1775. 

That  I  might  know  the  sense  of  the  general  officers 
upon  this  point  of  so  much  importance,  that  is,  whether 
any  of  them  were  acquainted  with  a  person  qualified 
for  the  discharge  of  the  important  duties  of  this  office, 
I  asked  them  collectively;  but  they  either  were  not 
acquainted  with  a  proper  person,  or  did  not  incline  to 
recommend  any  one.  Colonel  Lee,  who  was  formerly 
recommended  by  Congress  to  fill  this  office,  Colonel 
Wilkinson,  Major  Scull,  and  Colonel  Innes  were  sepa- 
rately spoken  of.  The  first  is  an  active,  spirited  man, 
a  good  discipUnarian,  and  being,  as  he  was,  disappointed 
before  by  Colonel  Pickering's  unexpected  acceptance 
of  the  office,  may  possibly  look  for  it  now.  He  writes 
a  good  hand,  but  how  correctly,  or  with  what  ease,  I 
cannot  undertake  to  say,  having  had  no  opportunity  of 
judging.  The  next  gentleman,  Wilkinson,  I  can  say 
less  of,  because  he  has  served  for  the  most  part  in 
the  northern  department.  General  Gates  I  understand 
speaks  highly  of  him.  He  is  I  believe  a  good  gram- 
matical scholar,  but  how  diligent  I  know  not.  The 
nest,  Scull,  is  a  young  man,  but  an  old  officer,  and 
very  highly  spoken  of,  for  his  knowledge  of  service, 
strictness  of  discipline,  diligence,  and  correctness.  He 
early  was  brigade-major  to  Genera!  Thompson.  The 
last,  Innes,  I  know  nothing  more  of,  than  his  being  a 
man  of  spirit,  good  sense,  and  education,  and  recom- 
mended by  General  Woodford.  Thus,  Sir,  have  I, 
without  the  least  view  to  serve  an  individual,  given  you 
the  name  of  every  one  that  has  been  mentioned  to  me, 
and  the  characters  of  them  respectively,  as  far  as  they 
have  been  delineated. 

It  is  a  matter  of  no  small  moment  to  the  well-being 
of  an  army,  that  the  several  departments  of  it  should 
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be  filled  by  men  of  ability,  integrity,  and  application ; 
and  much  therefore  is  it  to  be  wished,  that  you  may  be 
fortunate  in  your  choice  of  adjutant  and  quartermaster 
general  to  this  army.  Wadsworth  has  the  reputation 
of  being  clever  at  business.  In  the  commissary's  de- 
partment he  was  found  active  and  intelligent;  but  how 
far  he  may  be  qualified  for  the  chief  management  of  so 
extensive  a  department  as  that  of  quartermaster-general, 
I  know  not.  Experience  has  already  evinced  a  change 
in  the  commissarial  line,  which  has  embarrassed  the 
movements  of  this  army  exceedmgly.  I  will  not  charge 
it  to  the  measm-e,  nor  the  men,  but  to  the  time  it 
happened.  This  however  with  truth  I  can  say,  that 
we  seldom  have  more  than  a  day  or  two's  provisions 
beforehand;  and  often  as.  much  behind,  both  of  meat 
and  bread.  It  can  be  no  difficult  matter,  therefore, 
under  these  circumstances,  for  you  or  any  other  gentle- 
man to  conceive  how  much  the  movements  of  an  army 
are  clogged  and  retarded.  And  now,  whilst  I  am  upon 
this  subject,  let  me  add,  that  I  am  well  convinced  that 
the  salt  provisions  necessary  lor  next  year,  and  which, 
for  want  of  salt,  can  only  be  had  to  the  eastward,  will 
not  be  provided,  as  the  season  is  now  far  advanced, 
and  I  have  heard  of  no  proper  measures  being  taken 
to  lay  them  in. 

Have  you  any  late  advices  from  Europe?  Is  there 
any  good  ground  for  the  report  of  Russians  coming 
out?*    And  is  there  any  expectation  of  a  war  between 

*  That  is,  Russian  troops  to  join  the  British  army.  At  the  beginning 
of  the  war,  the  British  government  had  strong  expectations  of  obtaining 
military  aid  from  Russia.  This  hope,  however,  was  soon  defeated.  The 
following  are  extracts  from  letters  written  by  the  Earl  of  Dartmoutli  to 
General  Howe. 

"  His  Majesty's  minister  at  St,  Petershurg  having  heen  instructed  to 
sound  the  Empress  how  far  she  would  be  disposed,  in  case  of  necessity, 
to  assist  hia  Majesty  with  such  forces  aa  the  state  and  security  of  the 
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France  and  Great  Britain  1  If  these  are  questions, 
which  can  be  answered  with  propriety,  I  shall  be  glad 
of  a  solution  of  them,  and  am,  with  sincere  regard, 
dear  Sir,  &,c. 


TO   MAJOR-GENERAL   PUTNAM. 

Head-Quarters,  19  November,  1777, 

Dear  Sib, 
I  am  favored  with  yours  of  the  14th.     I  could  have 
wished  that  the  regiments  I  had  ordered  had  come  on, 
because  I  do  not  like  brigades  to  be  broken  by  detach- 
ment.    The  urgency  of  Colonel  Hamilton's  letter  was 

empire  would  admit,  her  imperial  Majesty  lias  in  Ihe  fulness  of  her  af- 
fection for  the  British  nation,  and  gratitude  for  the  benefits  she  received 
under  her  late  difficulties,  made  (Jie  most  explicit  declaration,  and  given 
the  most  emphatic  assurances,  of  letting  us  have  any  number  of  infantry 
that  may  be  wanted."  —  MS.  Letter,  September  SUt,  1775. 

"  You  will  see  by  his  Majesty's  speech,  that  mention  is  made  of  ne- 
gotiations with  foreign  powers  for  auxiliary  troops ;  but  it  is  witli  great 
concern  that  I  acquaint  you,  that  our  prospect  of  success  in  our  transac- 
tions with  the  Empress  of  Russia,  of  which  we  had  so  good  an  expecta- 
tion, is  at  best  but  doubtful,  ^nd  in  the  present  situation  is  a  circumstance 
of  much  disappointment  and  embarrassment." — October  27tli,  1775. — 
AJmon's  Parliamentary  Segisler,  Vol.  XI.  p.  304, 

Notwithstanding  this  eatly  decision  of  the  point,  the  rumor  was  con- 
tinued for  two  or  three  years,  that  reinforcements  to  the  British  army 
were  expected  from  Russia,  and  it  excited  from  time  to  time  a  good 
deal  of  apprehension  in  Atnerica. 

On  this  subject  of  reinforcements,  Sir  William  Howe  had  already  be- 
come greatly  dissatiafied.  Neither  his  requisitions  nor  his  anticipations 
had  been  in  any  degree  reaiiied,  and  he  had  even  asked  hia  recall  in 
a  letter  dated  October  32d,  in  which  he  wrote  to  Lord  George  Germain ; 
—  "Prom  the  littie  attention,  my  Lord,  given  to  my  recommendations 
since  the  commencement  of  my  command,  1  am  Jed  to  hope  that  I  may 
be  relieved  from  this  very  painful  service,  wherein  I  have  not  the  good 
fortune  to  enjoy  the  necessary  confidence  and  support  of  my  superiors, 
but  which  I  conclude  will  be  extended  to  Sir  Henry  Clinton,  my  pre- 
sumptive successor,  or  to  such  other  servant  as  the  King  may  be  pleased 
to   appoint.     By  the  return  therefore  of  the  packet,  I  humbly  request  I 
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owing  to  his  knowledge  of  our  wants  in  this  quarter, 
and  to  a  certainty  that  there  was  no  danger  to  be  ap- 
prehended from  New  York,  if  you  sent  away  all  the 
Continental  troops  that  were  then  with  you,  and  waited 
to  replace  them  by  those  expected  down  the  river.  I 
cannot  but  say  there  has  been  more  delay  in  the  march 
of  the  troops,  than  I  think  necessary ;  and  I  could  wish 
that  in  future  my  orders  may  be  immediately  complied 
with,  without  arguing  upon  the  propriety  of  them.  If 
any  accident  ensues  from  obeying  them,  the  fault  will  lie 
upon  me  and  not  upon  you.  Be  pleased  to  inform  me 
particularly  of  the  corps,  that  have  marched  and  are  to 
march,  and  by  what  routes  they  are  directed,  that  I 
may  know  how  to  despatch  orders  to  meet  them  upon 
the  road  if  necessary.     I  am.  See* 

may  have  his  Majesty's  perraigaion  to  resign  the  command."  —  Farlia- 
meaianj  Register,  Vol.  XL  p.  437.  After  speidting,  in  his  iN'arratws,  of 
his  continued  remonstrances  for  more  troopa,  he  adds;  —  "Perhaps  it 
was  impossible  for  the  mmister  to  send  more,  such  an  acknowledgment 
would  have  been  no  reflection  upon  himself,  and  would  have  reliejed 
my  mind  from  the  uneasiness  it  labored  under  m  conceiving,  that  my 
opinions  of  the  necessity  of  leinfoioements  «ere  deemed  nugatory,  and 
that  of  course  I  had  lost  the  confidence  of  those,  who  were  in  the  first 
instance  to  judge  of  my  conduct"  —  p  30  Whoeior  reads  the  corre- 
spondence, as  produced  in  Parliament,  must  be  conimced  that  there  la 
too  much  truth  m  this  remark  Sir  William  Howe  was  prompt  and  full 
in  laymg  all  his  plans  before  the  mmi-.tiy,  with  a  statement  of  the  num- 
ber of  men  iieceBsary  to  cany  them  into  e\ecution  His  plans  were 
approied,  and  the  piomise  ot  adequate  reinforcements  was  implied,  but 
it  was  ne^er  fultJled  accordmg  to  his  anticipation,  or  to  the  encourage- 
ments thus  held  out. 

*  On  Colonel  Hamilton's  return  from  Albany,  after  executing  his  mis- 
sion  to  General  Gates,  he  found,  when  he  arrived  at  New  Windsor,  that 
General  Putnam  had  not  sent  forward  such  reinforcements  to  Genera! 
Washington,  as  were  expected.  General  Putnam  seems  to  have  had  a 
special  teluotanoe  to  part  with  these  troops,  probably  in  consequence 
of  his  favorite  project  against  New  Vork.  Colonel  Hamilton's  letter  was 
pointed  and  authoritative. 

"  I  cannot  forbear  confessing,"  he  observed,  "  that  I  am  astonished  and 
alarmed  beyond  measure  to  find,  that  all  his  Excellency's  views  havo 
been  hitherto  frustrated,  and  that  no  single  stop  of  those  I  mentioned 
VOL.  V.  21  N* 
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TO   MAJOR-GEJN'EKAL   GREENE. 

Head-Cluarters,  93  November,  1777. 

Dear  Sib, 
I  have  received  your  letter  of  this  date.  It  does  not 
appear  from  any  account  worthy  of  credit,  that  any  part 
of  the  detachment,  which  crossed  the  Delaware  under 
Lord  Cornwaliis,  has  returned  to  Philadelphia.  I  am 
inclined  therefore  to  wish,  that  you  would  advance  to 
meet  it,  as  much  in  force  as  possible,  and  that  for  this 

to  you  has  been  talten  to  afford  him  the  aid  he  absolutely  stands  in  need 
of,  and  by  delaying  whicli  the  cause  of  America  is  put  to  the  utmost 
conceivable  hazard.  I  bo  fully  explained  to  you  the  General's  situation, 
that  I  could  not  entertain  a  doubt  you  would  make  it  tlie  first  object  of 
your  attention  ta  reinforce  hiin  with  that  speed  the  exigency  of  atfairs 
dmddbtim      ryt       yh       HI        too  much  reason  to  think 

th       bj     tB  rap  ns      w  th  th  t         g    fi     nt,  liave  been  uppermost. 

I    p    L  1     ly      d    mph  t     II3   b  It     ible  at  the  consequences 

f  fh    d  1  >    tl   t  h     h  pp      d     Sir  H     y  Clinton's  reinforcement  is 

p   b  bl3  by  th     t       w  th  G      ral  H  Th  s  will  give  him  a  decisive 

p         ty  rmy     Wit       y  b    th    issue  of  such  a  state  of 

thm       II  tthfl  t  yfdtohis  country  capable 

t  f  g  q  My      p         ns  raay  perhaps  have  more 

w    mth   th  Jt       th      pp      btthyp      eed  from  the  ovei-floiving 

f     y  1       t  m  tt        h        I  ti      continent  essentially  in- 

t  d 

I  TV  t  t  J  from  Albany,  and  desired  you  would  send  a  thousand 
C  t  aJ  1  of  those  first  proposed  to  be  left  with  you.  This  I 
nd     t    d  1  t  been  done.    How  tlie  non-compliance  can  be  answered 

t  G  1  W  hmgton,  you  can  best  determine.  I  now,  Sir,  in  the 
m  t  pi  t  rm  by  his  Excellency's  authority,  give  it  as  a  positive 
d  &  m  hui  th  t  all  the  Continental  troops  under  your  command  may 
b  m  di  t  ly  m  rched  to  King's  Ferry,  there  to  cross  the  rivei-  and 
has    n  t  f        the  army  under  him.    The  Massachusetts  militia  are 

b    d  tfli    d  m  ead  of  them,  until  the  troops  commg  from  the  north- 
ard  Wh  n  they  do,  they  will  replace,  as  far  as  I  am  inetracted, 

tl     f     p3  y       1  11  send  away  in  consequence  of  this  requisition.    The 
G  n      1      d        f  keeping  troops  this  way  does  not  extend  farther,  than 
„  th  try  from  any  httle  irruptions  of  small  parties,  and  carry- 

ing on  the  works  necessary  for  the  security  of  the  river.  As  to  attacking 
New  York,  that  he  thinks  ouglit  to  be  out  of  the  question  for  the  present 
[f  men  could  be  spared  from  the  other  really  necessary  objects,  he  would 
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purpose  you  would  use  every  means  to  hasten  the  junc- 
tion of  Glover's  brigade.  I  am  at  a  loss  to  account 
by  what  mistake  Captain  Lee's  troop  is  not  with  you, 
which  was  originally  intended  for  the  service  you  men- 
tion, and  was  esteemed  the  best  calculated  for  it.  As 
a  party  of  horse  appears  so  essential,  that  or  some 
other  will  be  ordered  to  join  you  immediately. 

I  am.  Sir,  &.c.* 


TO   SIR  WILLAM   HOWE. 

Head- Quarters,  23  November,  1777. 

I  am  compelled  by  repeated  complaints  of  the  in- 
human treatment  still  shown  to  the  prisoners  in  your 
hands,  to  call  upon  you  for  a  clear  and  explicit  answer 
to  my  letter  of  the  14th  instant.     This  I  shall  expect 

have  no  objection  to  attempting  a  diversion  by  way  of  New  York,  but 
nothing  fartlier."  —  MS.  Ldter,  JVeio  Windsm;  JVovemher  Qik, 

General  Putnam  enclosed  a  copy  of  this  letter  to  Geiieial  Washington 
and  added,  "It  contains  Bome  rao^t  injist  and  ungenerous  rpflei.tion': 
for  I  am  conscious  of  having  done  every  thing  in  my  po  ver  to  succour 
you  a&  soon  aa  possible.  I  'jhall  go  to  Ne  v  Windsor  this  daj  to  see 
Colonel  Hamilton,  and,  until  I  ha\p  orders  fiom  you,  I  cannot  think  of 
continuing  at  this  post  nijself  and  send  aU  the  troops  away  If  they 
should  go  away,  I  ain  conhdent  General  Howe  will  be  furtlier  leinforced 
from  this  quarter."  He  then  enumerated  the  number  of  regiments,  which, 
from  the  best  information  he  could  get,  he  believed  to  be  in  New  York. 
Such  was  the  state  of  the  particulars,  which  General  Washington  had 
before  him,  when  he  wrote  the  above  letter  to  General  Putnam. 

*  The  Commander-in-chief  had  written  to  General  Vamum  on  the 
19th; — "Generals  St.  Clajr,  Knox,  andKalb  returned  to  camp  this  even- 
ing. They  are  all  clear  in  their  opinion,  that  keeping  pMsession  of  Ihe 
Jersey  shore  at  or  near  Red  Bank  is  of  the  last  importance.  I  am 
therefore  determined  to  maie  such  an  addition  to  the  reinforcement, 
that  marched  this  morning  under  General  Huntington,  that  I  am  in  hopes 
you  will  be  able  to  give  an  effectual  check  to  the  force,  which  tlie  ene- 
my at  present  have  in  Jersey.  General  Greene  will  talte  the  command 
of  the  reinforce menL" 
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to  receive  by  Monday  evening  next.  Their  sufferings 
demand  immediate  redress ;  and,  unless  I  obtain  the 
most  satisfactory  assurances  on  this  head,  duty  will  con- 
strain me  to  retaliate  instantly  on  the  prisoners  in  my 
possession.    I  am,  Sir,  &c.* 


TO   THE   PRESIDEKT   OF   CONGRESS. 

Head-Quarters,  Whitemarsh,  23  November,  1777. 
Sir, 

I  have  been  duly  honored  with  your  favors  of  the 
13th  and  19th  instant,  with  their  enclosures.  I  am 
well  assured  Congress  have  not  been  inattentive  to  the 
necessities  of  the  army ;  and  that  the  deficiency  in 
our  supplies,  particularly  in  the  article  of  clothing,  has 
arisen  from  the  difficulty  of  importing,  on  account  of 
the  numerous  fleet  that  lines  our  coast.  However,  I  am 
persuaded  that  considerable  relief  might  be  drawn  from 
the  different  States,  were  they  to  exert  themselves 
properly.  This  I  hope  will  be  the  case,  as  soon  as 
they  receive  the  pressing  recommendations  of  Congress 
upon  the  subject. 

It  has  been  the  unvaried  custom  of  the  enemy,  from 
the  commencement  of  the  present  contest,  to  try  every 
artifice  and  device  to  delude  the  people.  The  mes- 
sage through  John  Brown  was  calculated  for  this  end. 
I  am  surprised  Mr.  Willing  should  suffer  himself  to  be 
imposed  on  by  such  flimsy  measures.  He  knows  that 
there  is  a  plain,  obvious  way  for  General  and  Lord 
Howe  to  communicate  any  proposals  they  wish  to  make 
to  Congress,  without  the  intervention  of  a  second  and 
third  hand.     But  this  would  not  suit  their  views.     I  am 
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sorry  that  Mr.  Brown  should  be  the  bearer  of  the  mes- 
sage ;  as,  from  the  character  I  have  had  of  him,  he  is 
a  worthy,  well-disposed  man.  It  has  been  frequently 
mentioned,  that  he  had  interested  himself  much  in 
behalf  of  our  prisoners,  and  had  afforded  them  every 
relief  and  comfort  his  circumstances  would  allow  him 
to  give. 

I  have  been  endeavouring  to  effect  an  exchange  of 
prisoners,  upon  principles  of  justice,  and  from  motives 
of  humanity ;  but  at  present  I  have  no  prospect  of  it. 
Yet  General  Howe  has  assured  our  officers  it  was  his 
wish,  and,  if  it  could  not  be  done,  that  he  should  readily 
agree  to  their  release  on  parole.  The  enclosed  copies 
of  my  letters  and  his  answer  will  show  Congress  what 
has  passed  between  us  upon  that  subject ;  and,  at  the 
same  time,  that  I  had  remonstrated  ag^nst  the  severe 
and  cruel  treatment  of  the  prisoners,  and  proposed  the 
plan  of  sending  in  a  suitable  person  to  inquire  into  the 
facts,  before  the  receipt  of  their  resolution.  Their  suf- 
ferings, I  am  persuaded,  have  been  great,  and  shocking 
to  humanity.  I  have  called  upon  General  Howe  for 
redress,  and  an  explicit  answer  to  my  letter  of  the  14th. 
If  I  do  not  receive  one  by  to-morrow  night,  with  the 
most  positive  and  satisfactory  assurances  that  a  proper 
conduct  shall  be  observed  towards  them  in  future,  we 
must  retaliate,  however  much  we  wish  to  avoid  severity, 
and  measures  that  bear  the  smallest  appearance  of  rigor 
or  inhumanity. 

Enclosed  you  will  receive  a  list  of  sundry  officers, 
who  have  been  cashiered  since  the  action  of  the  4th 
ultimo.  I  flatter  myself,  that  these  examples  will  in- 
volve many  favorable  and  beneficial  consequences. 
Besides  these,  there  were  many  more  brought  to  trial, 
who  were  acquitted;  among  them,  General  Maxwell 
and  General  Wayne,  the  former  for  charges  against  him 
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while  he  commanded  the  light  troops,  the  latter  for 
charges  against  his  conduct  in  the  attack  made  on  his 
division  in  the  night  of  the  20th  of  Sepfember.  The 
result  of  the  court  of  inquiry  against  General  Wayne 
not  entirely  exempting  him  from  censure  in  his  own 
opinion,  he  requested  a  court-mardal ;  and,  upon  a  full 
and  minute  investigation  of  the  charges  against  him,  he 
was  honorably  acquitted,  and  in  terms  of  high  respect. 

I  am  sorry  to  inform  Congress,  that  the  enemy  are 
now  in  possession  of  all  the  water  defences.  Fort 
Mifflin  and  that  at  Red  Bank  mutually  depended  on 
each  other  for  support ;  and  the  reduction  of  the  former 
made  the  tenure  of  the  latter  extremely  precarious,  if 
not  impracticable.  After  the  loss  of  Port  Mifflin,  it  was 
found  Red  Bank  could  derive  no  advantages  from  the 
galleys  and  armed  vessels ;  they  could  not  maintain 
their  station ;  and,  in  case  of  investiture,  the  garrison 
could  have  no  supplies,  no  retreat,  nor  any  hope  of 
relief,  but  such  as  might  arise  from  a  superior  force 
acting  without  on  the  rear  of  the  enemy,  and  dislodg- 
ing them.  Under  these  circumstances,  the  garrison 
was  obliged  to  evacuate  it  on  the  night  of  the  20th 
instant,  on  the  approach  of  Lord  ComwalUs,  who  had 
crossed  the  river  from  Chester  with  a  detachment,  sup- 
posed to  be  about  two  thousand  men,  and  formed  a 
junction  with  the  troops  lately  arrived  from  New  York, 
and  those  that  had  been  landed  before  at  Bilhngs- 
port. 

From  General  Vamum's  account,  I  have  reason  to 
hope  that  we  saved  most  of  the  stores,  except  a  few 
heavy  cannon ;  however,  I  cannot  be  particular  in  this 
instance.  I  am  alsb  to  add,  from  the  intelligence  I  have 
received,  that  most  if  not  all  the  armed  vessels  have 
been  burned  by  our  own  people,  except  the  galleys, 
one  brig,  and  two  sloops,  which  are  said  to  have  run  by 
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the  city.  How  far  this  might  be  founded  in  necessity, 
I  am  not  able  to  determine  ;  but  I  suppose  it  was  done 
under  that  idea,  and  an  apprehension  of  their  falhng 
into  the  enemy's  hands  if  they  attempted  to  pass  up 
the  river. 

Upon  the  hrst  information  I  had  of  Lord  Cornwallis's 
movement,  1  detached  General  Huntington's  brigade  to 
join  General  Varnum,  and,  as  soon  as  possible,  General 
Greene  with  his  division ;  hoping  that  these,  with  Glov- 
er's brigade,  which  was  on  the  march  through  Jersey, 
and  which  I  directed  to  file  off  to  the  left  for  the  same 
purpose,  and  with  such  mihtia  as  could  be  collected, 
would  be  able  to  defeat  the  enemy's  design,  and  pre- 
serve the  fort.  But  they  were  so  rapid  in  their  ad- 
vances, that  our  troops  could  not  form  a  junction  and 
arrive  in  time  to  succour  the  garrison;  which  obliged 
them  to  withdraw.  General  Greene  is  still  in  Jersey ; 
and,  when  Glover's  brigade  joins  him,  if  an  attack  can 
be  made  on  Lord  CornwaUis  with  a  prospect  of  success, 
I  am  persuaded  it  will  be  done.  About  a  hundred  and 
seventy  of  Morgan's  corps  are  also  gone  to  reinforce 
him.*  Generals  Poor  and  Paterson,  with  their  brigades, 

*  Th       ID     d       f  Mo  p       as       d      d      ti  rci  by 

the  wai  t   f  !  Th    e     is  m    h      ff      g        )        my  g      rail 

ti  nL    Th    f  11    V  n  f  m   1     O  d    1)  B    1 

TI     C  na   nd      n-ch   f   ff      a  d    f     n  1  11  ra  p 

hlaUbyn  IfcnMdy        m       pd         h         t 

list  tut    t       h        m  de  ot  raw  ludes.    The  cotaraissaiy  of  hidea  is  to 
fui  ish  tl     hid        nd  the  major-general  of  the  day  is  to  judge  of  the 
y    and  as   gn  th       wavd  to  the  best  artist."  —  J^ovember  ^2d. 
A     u    il    f  ailed,  on  the  evening  of  the  24th  of  Novemberj 

f  n  d  tl  question  of  malting  an  immediate  attack  on  the  enemy 
PhU  d  Ipl  a.  Wliile  Lord  Comwallis  was  absent  in  New  Jersey  witli 
1  b  dy  of  troops,  it  was  supposed  hy  some  that  a  fit  opportunity 

presented  itself  for  making  a  successful  attacjt.  General  Washington 
had  reconnoitred  the  enemy's  lines  in  person  with  this  view.  The  sub- 
ject was  debated  with  earnestness,  and,  as  there  was  a  difference  of 
opinion  among  the  members  of  the  council,  they  separated  without  com- 
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and  Colonel  Bailey  with  Learned's,  are  now  in  camp. 
The  last  arrived  on  Friday  evening,  the  other  two  in 
the  course  of  yesterday.  I  have  not  yet  obtained  re- 
turns of  their  strength;  but,  from  the  accounts  of  the 
officers,  they  wiU  amount  in  the  whole  to  twenty-three 
or  twenty-four  hundred  rank  and  file.  But  I  find 
many  of  them  are  very  deficient  in  the  articles  of  shoes, 
stockings,  breeches,  and  blankets.  Besides  these,  about 
three  hundred  and  fifty  men,  detachments  from  Lee's, 
Jackson's,  and  Henley's  regiments,  have  joined  me. 
Yesterday  evening  the  enemy  burned  several  houses 
in  the  neighbourhood  of  Philadelphia,  and  they  have 
committed  the  most  wanton  spoil  in  many  others. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  Slc. 


g  t        yd  At  th       q      t    f  tl     C  mm    d  it        1 

ffi  t       h  tt        p  th  t  m  th  J 

D  tl         ght  11  d    p  t  I   d  t     C        ii 

C  Jywi  mtdh  infigTb  It 

astltl  ffiraw  ppdttbtti         df  f 

f  t    Ti  tl       ffi      t  St  1    g  W  y       S    tt,      d  \^     d 

f  d  th        gT.t        G  S  11  I      X,  B  d    K  lb   S    -dl 

wdM         11   P         Pt  I  Dprtal        d\mt^ 

Tl      pi  t  d  f     th      fta  k  IS  th      d         b  d  by  L     I  St  1 

1    Tl    t  U  my     1  th  fj      d      f  PI  1  d  Ipl        h   ild  b 

tt    k  d    t  I  y!  gU  by  th  1  m      p    p    ly  flaa  k  d  ai  d      pp    t  d. 

2Thtt       tlusd  hldbl  f        r        -aiG  aid 

mh    k   I       b    ta    t  D    1       F  ny    p         d  t    PI  1  d  Iph      Id 

Sp         Str    t  p    h  Oi      ffh  th    C  d      d  th 

pai-t  t  th    b  d  th    &  i   jlkill       1  w  th  th       m     d 

t      tta  k  tl  my      tl  f  th      1  3  Tl   t  h      hm  d    d   f 

t!     C    tl      tal  t     p     with  th        It  1      G         1  P  tt        h    Id 

pas  h   fth    hll        th     th        d      f  iL    S  I   jlkll  as     mm    d 

dfildtl  yh  dwllitfthm       ry  bnsk 

tm        d     ttl  t  pi        tl  t  p         d  t    th    b  d  fh    S  1   jl 

k  11      d       t         ppo  t     ty    f    tt    k       th         k    th  fth 

tl     p    tj  f        Sp         St     t  m  k  tt    1        th 

S    I     as  th        tl         f  th    pi        t    tt    1    b  t   t  w      bj 
t  f   t    y  t    th    m  J     ty    f  th      ffi    r^     Th  y     1  ti 

rth      1      f  th       ty  f        n        t  t       d  bj        I  f 

ft  d    bt    sfi     gtl        d  by    J  rt  m     p    ts       d  by  1 

k  th  Ehfth  mjflk  pttd 
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TO   THE   PRESIDENT   OF   CONGRESS, 

Head-Quai-ters,  26  November,  1777. 
SiK, 

I  wish  the  measures  Congress  have  adopted  may 
effectually  suppress  the  disturbances  in  the  western 
department.  Should  they  prove  successful,  and  the 
savages  and  wicked,  deluded  inhabitants  receive  a  se- 
vere check,  it  is  probable  they  wUi  not  be  induced 
again  to  take  part  against  us,  or  at  least  for  some  con- 
siderable time.  Colonel  Crawford  set  out  yesterday 
evening,  and  will  be  with  Congress,  I  expect,  in  the 
course  of  two  or  three  days  to  take  their  commands. 
I  was  much  obliged  by  the  foreign  intelligence  you 
were  pleased  to  transmit  to  me ;  it  is  agreeable  and 
interesting ;  and  I  heartily  wish  there  may  be  an  early 
declaration  of  hostihties  between  France  and  Britain. 
From  these  advices,  things  seem  to  be  getting  into  a 
proper  train  for  it ;  and  it  is  not  easily  to  be  conceived, 
that  it  can  be  much  longer  delayed.  However,  our 
expectations  have  not  been  answered  in  this  instance, 
and  they  may  yet  be  held  in  suspense.  The  political 
reasons,  that  lead  to  delay  on  the  part  of  France,  I  do 
not  perfectly  understand.  As  to  Britain,  her  honor  is 
lost  in  the  contest  with  us,  and  the  most  indignant  in- 
sults will  scarcely  be  able  to  draw  her  attention  from 
her  present  pursuits.  The  account  of  Mr.  Lee  having 
effected  the  purposes  of  his  embassy  at  the  court  of 
Berlin  is  of  great  importance,  if  it  be  true.    Jn  such 

Tiy  a  river,  and  the  rear  by  the  union  of  two  rivers.  To  attack  an  airay 
under  such  circumstances,  without  tlie  greatest  hazard  of  a  failure,  would 
require  a  large  euperiority  of  force,  and  the  beat  disciplined  troops;  hut 
in  the  present  case,  the  enemy's  force  was  ahnost  equal  in  numbers  to 
that  under  Washington,  and  in  point  of  discipline  and  experience  far 
superior.  These  considerations,  with  others  of  a  similar  tendency,  were 
deemed  sufficient  to  discourage  an  attack. 
VOL.  V.  29 
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case,  administration,  however  desirous  they  may  be,  will 
probably  be  disappointed  in  their  schemes  of  further 
mercenary  aids  against  us.* 

I  must  take  the  liberty  to  request  the  decision  of 
Congress  on  the  case  of  the  nine  first  raised  Virginia 
regiments,  as  early  as  circumstances  will  permit.  If 
the  plan  proposed  for  reenlisting  them  is  judged  ex- 
pedient, one  capital  inducement  to  that  end,  suggested 
by  the  officers,  will  cease  if  it  is  longer  delayed.  It 
is  a  matter  of  considerable  importance,  and  of  which  I 
wish  to  be  satisfied  as  soon  as  possible.  I  should  also 
be  happy  in  their  determination  respecting  the  Marquis 
de  Lafayette.  He  is  more  and  more  solicitous  to  be 
in  actual  service,  and  is  pressmg  in  his  applications  for 
a  command.  I  ventured  before  to  submit  my  send- 
ments  upon  the  measure,  and  I  still  fear  a  refusal  will 
not  only  induce  him  to  return  in  disgust,  but  may  in- 
volve some  unfavorable  consequences.  There  are  now 
some  vacant  divisions  in  the  army,  to  one  of  which  he 
may  be  appointed,  if  it  should  be  the  pleasure  of  Con- 
gress. I  am  convinced  he  possesses  a  large  share  of 
that  military  ardor,  which  generally  characterizes  the 
nobility  of  his  country.  He  went  to  Jersey  with  Gen- 
eral Greene,  and  I  find  he  has  not  been  inactive  there. 
This  you  will  perceive  by  the  following  extract  from  a 
letter  just  received  from  General  Greene. 

"The  Marquis,  with  about  ibur  hundred  militia  and 
the  rifle  corps,  attacked  the  enemy's  picket  last  even- 
mg,  killed  about  twenty,  wounded  many  more,  and  took 
about  twenty  prisoners.     The  Marquis  is  charmed  with 

*  Mr.  Arthur  Lee's  embassy  to  tie  eouit  of  Berlin  did  not  turn  out 
to  be  so  successful  as  was  anticipated.  He  received  fair  words  and  civil 
treatment,  but  little  else.  Sea  his  letters  on  the  subject,  in  tiie  Diplo- 
maiic  Coirespondenr.e  of  iJit  Amsiican  Mesolulion,  Vol,  II.  pp.  C5,  C8,  70, 
76,  87, 103, 197. 
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the  Spirited  behaviour  o^  the  militia  and  rifle  corps ;  they 
drove  the  enemy  about  half  a  mile,  and  kept  the  ground 
until  darli.  The  enemy's  picket  consisted  of  about 
three  hundred,  and  were  reinforced  during  the  skir- 
mish. The  Marquis  is  determined  to  be  in  the  way  of 
danger."  * 

By  a  letter  from  General  Howe  to  General  Burgoyne, 
which  passed  through  my  hands,  he  hinted  that  liberty 
might  probably  be  granted  for  the  prisoners  to  embark 
at  Rhode  Island,  or  some  part  of  the  Sound.  This 
indulgence  appearing  to  me  inadmissible,  I  immediately 
wrote  to  General  Heath  to  prevent  him  from  giving  the 
least  countenance  to  the  measure,  in  case  it  should  be 
requested ;  and  also  to  the  Council  of  Massachusetts, 

ThMq       dLfytt      -la      tyt      tly  dfml 

w      A       dJdljj       dtl  yjtmt        t        f,  tl 

pdtas  It  Ath         qstGalG  I 

p  t  tLdCwaU  dmk  ttkfir 

uLta         w    Id     arm  t   t     C      w  11  tl  th        t    f        din„ 

htrp  tl  tGl         tl  tgLfytt 

d         d  tl  y  tl  t  h  A  d  dy  p  mt 

tl  tl     f  III        pt       is  If     t    th    D  1  t 

Gl         t        A    m  11  d  t    hm    t    f  d    g  t    ff  t       t       pt 

h  ilh  H  LHgudwfghtdbt 

b  ffi       tl}      11    t  d  t    d      t  h      mt       b    k  p  tl      h   h 

t    k  h  t    t  th  h    i  th    drag    ns  b  f       th  y       ild    d 

t    tl     b  dg       H  bh    d     1      t    p       w  tl         u&k  t  1   t    f 

tptbth  pd         J      d       d]       ai      dthmtTl 

f  11  h  t   i  th     1    m  h  t       d  1  tt     t 

G       ral  W     h    crt 

Aft     h  p    t  th  t  [  ^it    1  th    d  y         at    g     j    If  w  II 

q  ai  ted     th  tl  t     ty    t  t)  my         t  n.  1     m    p    tfy  1  t 

int   th    Gl         t  d  b  t  th    tw  k      I  h  d  t     b  ht  h  ]~j 

Imo  t  h  dr  d  and  fifli  fl  ra  ,  d  tw  p  k  t  f  md  t  a.  C  1  1 
Armand,  Colonel  Laumoy,  and  the  Chevaliere  Duplesais  and  Gimat  were 
the  Pyenchinen  with  me.  A  scout  of  my  men  under  Duplessis  went  to 
ascertain  how  near  to  Gloucester  were  the  enemy's  first  pickets,  and 
they  found  at  the  distance  of  two  miles  and  a  half  from  that  place  a 
strong  post  of  three  hundred  and  fiiTy  Hessians,  with  field-pieces,  and 
they  enp,ged  immediately.  As  my  Ett'.e  reconnoitring  party  were  all 
in  fine  spirits,  I  supported  them.    We  pushed  the  flesBJans  more  flian 
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and  General  Gates,  lest  he  should  extend  his  applica- 
tions to  them.  The  reasons,  I  am  persuaded,  will  at 
once  occur  to  Congress  for  my  conduct  in  this  instance, 
as  well  as  for  General  Howe's;  and  I  have  been  in- 
duced to  mention  it  here,  on  a  supposition  that  General 
Burgoyne  may  address  them  on  the  subject.  If  the 
embarkation  is  confined  to  Boston,  it  is  likely  that  it 
will  not  take  place  before  some  time  in  the  spring,  or 
at  least  till  towards  the  end  of  February ;  whereas,  if 
it  were  allowed  at  either  of  the  other  places,  it  might 
be  made  this  month  or  the  beginning  of  next,  and  the 
troops  arrive  in  Britain  by  the  month  of  January ;  a 
circumstance  of  great  importance  to  us,  as,  the  moment 
they  get  there,  the  most  scrupulous  and  virtuous  ob- 
servance of  the  convention  will  justify  the  ministry  in 
placmg   them  m  gaiiison,  and    sendmg  others  out  to 

hnlf  1  mile  from  the  plice  ivhere  their  main  bcdy  had  bpeii,  aui]  ive 
made  them  run  very  ftat.  Bnb'h  reinfoicements  came  twice  to  them, 
but,  very  far  fiom  recovermg  their  ground,  thej  alwa)s  retreated  The 
darkne^is  of  the  mght  prevented  its  from  pmsmng  our  adiantage  After 
standing  on  the  ground  we  had  gained,  I  ordered  them  to  return  very 
slowly  to  Haddonfield."  —  MS,  lieiter,  JVoeember  26!A. 

The  Marquis  had  one  man  only  killed,  and  six  wounded,  "  I  talte 
the  greatest  pleasure,"  he  added,  "  in  letting  yon  Itnow  that  the  con- 
duct of  our  soldiers  was  above  all  ptwse.  I  never  saw  men  so  meny, 
so  spirited,  and  so  desirous  to  go  on  to  the  enemy,  whatever  force  they 
might  have,  as  that  small  party  in  this  little  fight." 

On  the  same  day,  that  Congress  received  the  above  letter  from  Gen- 
eral Washington,  they  voted  that  it  would  be  highly  agreeahle  to  Con- 
gress for  him  to  appoint  the  Marquis  de  Lafayette  to  the  command  of 
a  division  in  the  Continental  army.  —  Jownols,  December  1st.  Three 
days  afterwards  it  was  proclaimed  in  public  orders,  tliat  he  was  to  take 
command  of  the  division  recently  under  General  Stephen,  who  had  been 
dismissed  from  the  army.  That  the  Marquis  had  already  made  a  favor- 
able impression  in  the  country,  may  be  inferred  from  a  letter  written 
by  Patrick  Henry  to  Washington,  in  which  he  says  ;  "  I  take  the  liberty 
of  enclosing  to  you  two  letters  from  France  to  the  Marquis  de  Lafayette. 
One  of  them  is  from  his  lady,  I  believe.  I  bog  to  be  presented  to  him 
in  the  most  acceptable  manner,  I  greatly  revere  his  person  and  amiable 
character." — Decemher  QSi. 


,di„Google 


PahtIL]       the  AMERICAN   REVOLUTIOK.  ivs 

reinlbrce  General  Howe,  or  upon  any  other  expedition, 
that  they  may  think  proper  to  undertake  against  us. 
Besides,  compelling  their  transports  to  perform  a  long 
coasting  voyage,  at  a  tempestuous  season,  may  bring 
on  the  loss  of  many,  and  be  the  means  of  deferring 
the  embarkation  for  a  long  time. 

JYovember  27th. — Enclosed  you  will  receive  a  copy 
of  General  Howe's  letter  in  answer  to  mine  of  the  14th 
and  23d,  which  only  came  to  hand  last  night,  and  at  an 
instant  when  I  was  giving  the  commissary  of  prisoners 
instructions  forthwith  to  confine  a  number  of  the  offi- 
cers in  our  hands,  and  to  put  the  privates  under  very 
different  restrictions  from  those  they  have  been  used  to, 
I  am  in  hopes  the  treatment  of  ours  will  be  much 
better  in  future.  Mr.  Boudinot  will  immediately  take 
measures  for  releasing  the  officers  on  parole,  that  we 
may  relieve  an  equal  number  of  ours.  I  should  have 
been  happy  to  effect  a  general  exchange,  or  a  partial 
one ;  but  General  Howe  will  not  upon  any  terms  but 
those  he  has  ever  insisted  on.  The  enemy  have  got 
up  several  of  their  ships  to  the  city.  It  is  likely  they 
have  found  a  passage  through  the  chevaux-de-frise,  or 
they  may  have  removed  them.     I  have  the  honor,  &.c.* 

*  In  writing  to  his  brother,  November  26th,  General  Washington  said ; 
"  Had  the  reinfoi-cement  from  the  northivard  anived  but  ten  days  sooner, 
it  would,  I  think,  have  put  it  in  my  power  to  save  Fort  Mifflin,  which 
defended  the  chevaus-de-frise ;  and  consequently  have  rendered  Phila- 
delphia a  very  ineligible  situation  for  tliem  .tliis  winter.  They  have  also 
received  a  reinforcement  from  New  Yorli,  but  not  quite  so  large,  I  be- 
lieve, as  ours.  ■  With  truth  I  may  add,  that,  till  within  these  few  days, 
I  have  never  (notwithstanding  ths  numbers  given  me  by  the  world,  and 
which  it  was  not  my  interest  to  contradict)  had  so  many  men  m  the 
field,  under  my  immediate  command,  as  General  Howe  has  had  under 
his,  although  we  have  fought  him  twice,  and  prevented  him  hitherto  from 
obtaining  other  advajitages,  than  that  of  possessing  himself  of  the  city ; 
which,  but  for  the  eckt  it  is  attended  with,  brings  no  solid  advantage 
to  their  arma.  The  militia,  which  have  been  called  upon  in  aid  of  our 
troops  (Continental  I  mean),  have  come  out  in  such  a  manner,  that,  be  ■ 
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TO    MAJOR-GENERAL    GREENE. 

Hend-Ciuai-ters,  S8  Novembev,  1777. 

Dear  Sib, 
Captain  Duplessis  has  just  delivered  to  me  yours  of 
this  morning  from  Burlington-  Every  account  from 
Philadelphia  confirms  the  report,  that  the  enemy  mean 
to  make  a  speedy  move.  I  shall  not  be  disappointed 
if  they  come  out  this  night  or  very  early  in  the  morning. 
You  will  therefore  push  forward  the  rear  brigades  with 
all  possible  expedition,  and,  the  moment  that  the  troops 
and  baggage  have  all  passed,  let  the  boats  be  instantly 
sent  up  the  river  to  Coryell's  Ferry;  for  one  part  of 
my  information  is,  that  the  enemy  are  preparing  to  send 
boats  up  the  Delaware,  and  it  cannot  be  for  any  other 
purpose,  than  to  destroy  the  remainder  of  our  water- 
craft.  I  shall  be  glad  that  you  would  come  on  imme- 
diately upon  the  receipt  of  this,  and  send  word  back 
to  the  brigadiers  to  hasten  their  march.    I  am,  &c.* 

fj  Mgt  dl  fth        Ihfit        e  always  gone ; 

by    h   1  m  1th    gh  th  d    f  th  m  w      it    t,  you  never  could 

TS    )  1       mb  rs        1    1       oih 

G  1  G  m        d      w     k    nlj  m  J        y      His  troops  were 

!     dj  g  th    D  !  w        t  B    1    Dt  th      way  to  the  main 

J       li      tl       b        1  tt  tt  -i.    r    t  Mercer  had  been 

tddalltlpt  tJ  gi  pdas  Lord  Corn- 

wallis  with  his  detachment  had  cioBsed  over  to  Philadelphia,  there  was  no 
longer  any  object  fo  be  gumed  by  a  laige  force  m  Jersey  General  Wash- 
ington's intelligence,  as  to  the  designs  of  the  Pnemy,  was  well  founded. 
In  a  despit^h  to  the  minister,  dated  Noiember  27th,  Sir  William  Howe 
said ,  "  A  forwaid  movement  against  the  enemy  will  immediately  talto 
place,  and  I  hope  mil  be  attended  with  the  succe-s,  that  is  due  to  tlie 
spjrit  and  activity  of  his  Majesty's  hoops"  — Pai/iamcnfori/  Register, 
Vol  XI  p  440 

General  Dichnson  made  a  descent  upon  Statcii  Island,  November  97th, 
with  about  fourteen  hundied  men  He  landed  before  day  at  Halstead's 
Point  in  three  diiisions,  ■nhn.h  maiched  into  the  Island  seven  miles  and 
met  at  the  appointed  plocp  jt  lendezious  It  was  then  aaoertained, 
that  the  main  bodj  of  the  enpm\   undei  GrneraK  "^Linner  and  Ciimpbell, 
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TO    SIR   WILLIAM   HOWE. 

Head-Quarteia,  28  Novcmbcv,  3777. 
Sir, 
In  answer  to  your  letter,*  which  came  to  hand  on 
Wednesday  evening,  I  have  to  inform  you,  that  I  ac- 
cede to  the  proposition  contained  therein,  and  have 
directed  measures  to  be  immediately  taken  for  releasing 
all  your  officers  upon  the  condition  you  mention.  At 
the  same  time,  I  wish  that  a  more  extensive  relief  had 
been  agreeable  to  you.  I  have  sent  Mr.  Boudinot  to 
examine  into  the  state  and  wants  of  the  prisoners,  who 
are  in  Philadelphia,  and  request  that  he  may  obtain 
your  permission  for  the  same.  He  will  also  have  an 
opportunity  of  agreeing  with  your  commissary,  upon  the 
form  and  terms  of  parole  for  the  officers  to  be  mutually 
released,  which  I  presume  may  not  be  improper,  in 
order  to  prevent  any  misunderstanding  on  that  head. 
Passports  shall  be  granted  for  the  commissaries  or 
quartermasters  you  may  appoint  to  carry  supplies  to 
the  prisoners  in  our  hands,  when  you  choose  to  apply 
for  them.  Two  only  will  be  necessary;  one  for  the 
person  assigned  to  go  to  the  eastward,  the  other  for  the 
officer  having  supplies  for  the  prisoners  in  Pennsylva- 
nia, Maryland,  and  Virginia.  Mr.  Boudinot  will  also 
inform  your  commissary  of  the  proportion  of  prisoners 
in  each  quarter. 

had  escaped.  InteBigence  of  fiie  intended  incursion  had  been  received 
by  Geneva!  Sliirnicr  at  three  o'clocli;  in  the  morning-,  which  had  given 
him  time  to  draw  off  his  troops.  General  Dickinsou  returned  without 
effecting  his  object,  but  he  received  the  approbation  of  the  Commander- 
in-chief  for  his  enterprise,  and  the  judicious  manner  in  which  his  plan 
had  been  l^d.  In  the  ekirmiahes  on  the  Island,  five  or  six  of  the  enemy 
were  lulled  and  twenty-four  taken  prisoners.  His  own  loss  was  three 
men  taken  and  two  wounded.  —  Generid  Dickinson's  MS.  Ldler,  Nbvem- 
bt,r  aSWt. 
*  See  Appendix,  No.  VII, 
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When  Major  Stockton  was  first  captured,  I  believe 
that  he,  and  one  or  two  officers  taken  with  him,  suf- 
fered the  treatment  which  you  mention.  This  was 
without  my  privity  or  consent.  As  soon  as  I  was  ap- 
prized of  it,  relief  was  ordered.  But  surely  this  event, 
which  happened  so  long  ago,  will  not  authorize  the 
charges  In  your  letter  of  the  6th. 

In  a  word,  I  shall  be  happy,  as  I  ever  have  been,  tc 
render  the  situation  of  all  prisoners  in  my  hands  as 
comfortable  as  I  can;  and  nothing  will  induce  me  to 
depart  from  this  rule,  but  a  contrary  line  of  conduct  to 
those  in  your  possession.  Captivity  of  itself  is  suffi- 
ciently grievous,  and  it  is  cruel  to  add  to  its  distresses, 
I  am,  &c. 


TO   MAJOE-GENKKAL   PUTNAM. 

Head-Quarters,  9  December,  1777. 

Dear  Sir, 
The  importance  of  the  North  River  in  the  present 
contest,  and  the  necessity  of  defending  it,  are  subjects 
which  have  been  so  frequently  and  so  fully  discussed, 
and  are  so  well  understood,  that  it  is  unnecessary  to 
enlarge  upon  them.  These  facts  at  once  appear,  when 
it  is  considered  that  it  runs  through  a  whole  State ; 
that  it  is  the  only  passage  by  which  the  enemy  from 
New  York,  or  any  part  of  our  coast,  can  ever  hope  to 
cooperate  with  an  array  from  Canada;  that  the  pos- 
session of  it  is  indispensably  essential  to  preserve  the 
communication  between  the  eastern,  middle,  and  south- 
ern States ;  and,  further,  that  upon  its  security,  in  a 
great  measure,  depend  our  chief  supplies  of  flour  for 
the  subsistence  of  such  forces,  as  we  may  have  occa- 
sion for,  in  the  course  of  the  war,  either  in  the  eastern 
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or  northern  departmentSj  or  in  the  country  lying  high 
up  on  the  west  side  of  it.  These  facts  are  familiar  to 
all ;  they  are  familiar  to  you.  I  therefore  request  you, 
in  the  most  urgent  terms,  to  turn  your  most  serious 
and  active  attention  to  this  infinitely  important  object. 
Seize  the  present  opportunity,  and  employ  your  whole 
force  and  all  the  means  in  your  power  for  erecting  and 
completing,  as  far  as  it  shall  be  possible,  such  works 
and  obstructions  as  may  be  necessary  to  defend  and 
secure  the  river  against  any  future  attempts  oi'  the 
enemy.  You  will  consult  Governor  Clinton,  General 
Parsons,  and  the  French  engineer,  Colonel  Radiere, 
upon  the  occasion.  By  gaining  the  passage,  you  know 
the  enemy  have  already  laid  waste  and  destroyed  all 
the  houses,  mills,  and  towns  accessible  to  them.  Un- 
less proper  measures  are  taken  to  prevent  them,  they 
will  renew  their  ravages  in  the  spring,  or  as  soon  as  the 
season  will  admit,  and  perhaps  Albany,  the  only  town 
in  the  State  of  any  importance  remaining  in  our  hands, 
may  undergo  a  like  fate,  and  a  general  havoc  and  de- 
vastation take  place. 

To  prevent  these  evils,  therefore,  I  shall  expect  that 
you  will  exert  every  nerve,  and  employ  yoiir  whole 
force  in  future,  while  and  whenever  it  is  pracdcable, 
in  constructing  and  forwarding  the  proper  works  and 
means  of  defence.  The  troops  must  not  be  kept  out 
on  command,  and  acting  in  detachments  to  cover  the 
country  below,  which  is  a  consideration  infinitely  less 
important  and  interesting.    I  am,  dear  Sir,  &,c.* 

"'  General  Washington  wrote  at  the  same  time  to  Governor  Clinton, 
witii  a  good  deal  of  solicitude,  on  this  sulyecf:  "  General  Gates  was  di- 
rected by  Congress,"  he  remarked,  "  to  turn  his  viewa  to  this  matter ; 
but,  from  some  proceedings,  that  have  just  come  to  hand,  he  may  be  em- 
ployed in  the  Board  of  War,  if  it  ahonid  be  his  choice.  Should  this  be  the 
case,  nothing  would  be  more  pleasing  to  me,  and  I  am  convinced  notiiing 
would  more  advance  the  interest  of  the  States,  than  for  you  to  take  the 
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TO   MAJOR-GENERAL   GATES. 

nciid-QuartOY-s,  9  December,  1777, 
Sir, 
I  was  yesterday  favored  with  yours  of  the  23d  of 
November,  and  am  glad  to  find  that  you  were  upon 
your  guard  against  any  attempt  of  General  Burgoyne 
to  endeavour  to  change  the  place  of  embarkation.  Wo 
transports  have  yet  sailed  from  the  Delaware,  for  the 
purpose  of  carrying  the  troops  to  Europe,  nor  do  I 
hear  that  any  have  gone  from  jVew  York.  I  can  only 
attribute  this  delay  to  want  of  provision  for  the  voyage. 
Bread  we  know  is  exceedingly  scarce  among  them. 

By  a  resolve  of  Congress  of  the  5th  of  November, 
you  are  dhected,  with  a  certain  part  of  the  northern 
army  and  the  assistance  of  the  militia  of  New  Yorli  and 
the  eastern  States,  to  attempt  the  recovery  of  the  posts 
upon  the  North  River  from  the  enemy,  and  to  put  them, 
if  recovered,  in  the  best  posture  of  defence.  The  en- 
chief  direction  and  superintendence  of  this  business ;  and  I  shall  be 
happy  if  the  atfairs  of  government  will  permit  you.  If  they  will,  you 
may  rest  assured,  that  no  aid  in  my  power  to  afford  you  shall  he  witli- 
held,  and  there  are  no  impedimenta  on  the  score  of  delicacy  or  superior 
command,  that  shall  not  be  removed."  To  this  complimentary  and  flat- 
tering proposal,  Governor  Clinton  replied; — "The  legislature  of  this 
State  [New  Vork]  is  to  meet  on  the  5th  of  nest  month.  The  variety 
of  important  business  to  be  prepared  foi  their  consideration,  and  other 
affairs  of  government,  will  employ  bo  great  a  part  of  my  time,  tJmt  1 
should  not  be  able  to  give  that  attention  to  the  works  for  the  security 
of  the  river,  which  their  importance,  and  the  short  time  in  which  they 
ought  to  be  completed,  requue.  But  you  may  rest  assured,  Sir,  tliat 
every  leisure  hour  shall  be  faithfully  devoted  to  tliem,  and  my  advice 
and  assistance  shall  not  on  any  consideration  be  withheld  from  the  person, 
who  shall  be  intrusted  with  the  chief  direction." — MS.  Letter,  Decem- 
ber 20rt,  The  same  letter  contains  several  important  hints  respecting 
thf  construction  of  new  works  on  the  river,  and  he  especially  recom- 
mends, that  a  "  strong  fortress  should  be  erected  at  West  Point,  oppo- 
site to  Fort  Constitution."  This  was  probably  the  first  suggestion,  from 
any  official  source,  which  led  to  the  fortifying  of  that  post. 
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emy  having  themselves  evacuated  Forts  Montgomery 
and  Clinton,  while  the  resolve  was  in  agitation,  but  of 
which  the  Congress  could  not  at  that  time  be  informed, 
the  first  part  falls  of  course;  but  the  last  deserves  our 
most  serious  attention,  as  upon  the  possession  of  the 
North  River  depends  the  security  of  all  the  upper  part 
of  the  government  of  New  York,  and  the  communica- 
tion between  the  eastern,  middle,  and  southern  States. 
It  is  also  the  quarter,  in  which  the  enemy  will  probably 
attempt  a  diversion  in  the  spring;  as,  from  the  small 
force  they  have  remaining  in  Canada,  there  is  not  a 
possibility  of  their  doing  any  thing  on  that  side,  till  very 
late  in  the  campaign,  if  at  all.  My  not  having  heard 
from  you,  as  to  what  steps  you  have  taken  towards 
carrying  into  execudon  the  resolve  for  repairing  the 
old  works,  or  building  new  ones,  or  when  you  might 
be  expected  down  into  that  part  of  the  country,  has 
made  me  hitherto  delay  recalling  General  Putnam  from 
the  command.  But  I  beg  leave  to  urge  to  you  the 
necessity  of  your  presence  in  that  quarter,  as  speedily 
as  possible ;  for  I  fear  few  or  no  measures  have  yet 
been  taken  towards  putting  matters  in  a  proper  train 
for  carrying  on  these  important  works.  General  George 
Clinton  will  necessarily  be  employed  in  the  affairs  of 
his  government ;  but  I  have  written  to  him,  and  I  am 
certain  he  will  call  for  and  contribute  all  the  aid,  that 
the  State  of  New  York  can  possibly  afford.  You  are 
vested  by  the  resolve  of  Congress  with  authority  to 
demand  a  proportionable  share  of  assistance  from  the 
eastern  States. 

General  Howe  has  withdrawn  himself  close  within 
his  hues,  which  extend  from  the  Upper  Ferry  upon  the 
Schuylkill  to  Kensington  upon  the  Delaware ;  they  con- 
sist of  a  chmn  of  strong  redoubts  connected  by  abatis. 
We  have  reconnoitred  them  well,  but  find  it  irapossible 


,dhy  Google 


180  WASHINGTON'S   WRITINGS.  [JEt.  45. 

to  attack  them  while  defended  by  a  force  fully  equal 
to  our  own  in  Continental  troops.  The  reinforcement 
from  New  York  unluckily  arriving  before  ours  from  the 
northward,  it  was  out  of  my  power  to  afford  adequate 
rehef  to  Fort  Mifflm,  which  feD  after  a  most  gallant  de- 
fence of  seven  weeks.  The  works  upon  the  Jersey 
shore,  which  were  of  no  great  consequence  after  the 
reduction  of  Fort  Mifflin,  were  evacuated,  as  it  would 
have  been  impossible  to  support  the  garrison  there. 
We  have  not  yet  determined  upon  a  position  for  the 
army  during  the  winter.  That  situation  will  undoubt- 
edly be  most  eligible,  which  will  afford  best  cover  to 
the  troops,  and  will  at  the  same  time  cut  off  the  enemy 
from  resources  of  provision,  which  they  may  probably 
stand  in  need  of,  when  the  navigation  of  the  Delaware 
is  obstructed  by  the  ice.     I  am,  Sir,  &c. 


TO   THE   PRESIDEKT   OF  CONGRESS. 

Head-Quartera,  Whiteniaish,  10  December,  1777. 
Sir, 
I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you,  that  in  the  course 
of  last  week,  from  a  variety  of  intelligence,  I  had  reason 
to  expect  that  General  Howe  was  preparing  to  give 
us  a  general  action.  Accordingly,  on  Thursday  night 
he  moved  from  the  city  with  all  his  force,  except  a 
very  inconsiderable  part  left  in  his  lines  and  redoubts, 
and  appeared  the  next  morning  on  Chestnut  Hill,  in 
front  of,  and  about  three  miles  distant  from,  our  right 
wing.  As  soon  as  their  position  was  discovered,  the 
Pennsylvania  militia  were  ordered  from  our  right,  to 
skirmish  with  their  light  advanced  parties ;  and  I  am 
sorry  to  mention,  that  Brigadier-General  Irvine,  who 
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led  them  on,  had  the  misfortune  to  be  wounded  and 
to  be  made  prisoner.  Nothing  more  occurred  on  that 
day. 

On  Friday  night  the  enemy  changed  their  ground, 
and  moved  to  our  left,  within  a  mile  of  our  line,  where 
they  remained  quiet  and  advantageously  posted  the 
whole  of  the  next  day.  On  Sunday  they  inclined  still 
further  to  our  left ;  and,  irom  every  appearance,  there 
was  reason  to  apprehend  they  were  determined  on  an 
action.  In  this  movement,  their  advanced  and  flanking 
parlies  were  warmly  attacked  by  Colonel  Morgan  and 
his  corps,  and  also  by  the  Maryland  militia  under 
Colonel  Gist  Their  loss  I  cannot  ascertain ;  but  I  am 
informed  it  was  considerable,  having  regard  to  the  num- 
ber of  the  corps  who  engaged  them.  About  sunset, 
after  various  marches  and  countermarches,  they  halted ; 
and  I  still  supposed,  from  their  disposition  and  preced- 
ing manoeuvres,  that  they  would  attack  us  in  the  night 
or  early  the  next  morning ;  but  in  this  I  was  mistaken. 
On  Monday  afternoon  they  began  to  move  again,  and, 
instead  of  advancmg,  filed  off  from  their  right ;  and  the 
first  certain  account  that  I  could  obtain  of  their  inten- 
tions was,  that  they  were  in  full  march  towards  Phila- 
delphia by  two  or  three  routes.  I  immediately  detached 
light  parties  after  them  to  fall  upon  their  rear ;  but  they 
were  not  able  to  come  up  with  them. 

The  enemy's  loss,  as  I  have  observed,  I  cannot  as- 
certain. One  account  from  the  city  is,  that  five  hundred 
wounded  had  been  sent  in  ;  another  is,  that  eighty-two 
wagons  had  gone  in  with  men  in  this  situation.  These, 
I  fear,  are  both  exaggerated,  and  not  to  be  depended 
upon.  We  lost  twenty-seven  men  in  Morgan's  corps, 
killed  and  wounded,  besides  Major  Morris,  a  brave  and 
gallant  officer,  who  is  among  the  latter.  Of  the  Mary- 
land   militia    there   were   also    sixteen   or   seventeen 
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wounded,  I  have  not  received  further  returns  yet.  I 
sincerely  wish  that  they  had  made  an  attack ;  as  the 
issue,  in  all  probabihty,  from  the  disposition  of  our 
troops,  and  the  strong  situation  of  our  camp,  would 
have  been  fortunate  and  happy.  At  the  same  time  I 
must  add,  that  reason,  prudence,  and  every  principle 
of  policy,  forbade  us  from  quitting  our  post  to  attack 
them.  Nothing  but  success  would  have  justified  the 
measure ;  and  this  could  not  be  expected  from  their- 
position. 

The  constant  attention  and  watching  I  was  obliged 
to  give  the  enemy's  movements  would  not  allow  me 
to  write  before ;  and  this  I  believe  was  the  less  mate- 
rial, as  I  have  reason  to  think  your  committee,  who 
were  in  camp  most  of  the  time,  and  who  are  now  here, 
transmitted  an  account  of  such  occurrences  as  they 
deemed  important  in  any  degree.  The  first  cause,  too, 
Sir,  and  my  engagements  with  the  committee  previous 
to  the  coming  out  of  the  enemy,  will,  I  trust,  sufficiently 
apologize  for  my  not  acknowledging  before  the  honor  of 
your  favors  of  the  13th  uUimo  and  the  1st  instant,  which 
came  to  hand  in  due  order  and  time. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c. 


TO   GOVERNOR   LIVIKGSTOK. 

Head-Quarters,  Whitemarsh,  11  December,  ]777. 

Sir, 
General  Howe,  after  making  great  preparations,  and 
threatening  to  drive  us  beyond  the  mountains,  came 
out  with  his  whole  force  last  Thursday  evening,  and, 
after  manceuvring  round  us  till  the  Monday  following, 
decamped  very  hastily,  and  marched  back  to  Pliiladel- 
phia. 
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In  my  opinion,  frying  the  officers  taken  by  General 
Dickinson  on  Staten  Island,  for  high  treason,  may  prove 
to  be  a  dangerous  expedient.  It  is  true,  they  left  the 
State  after  such  an  offence  was  declared  to  be  treason ; 
but,  as  they  had  not  taken  the  oaths,  nor  had  entered 
into  our  service,  it  will  be  said  they  had  a  right  to 
choose  their  side.  Again,  by  the  same  rule  that  we 
fry  them,  may  not  the  enemy  try  any  natural  born  sub- 
ject of  Great  Britain,  taken  in  arms  in  our  service  1 
We  have  a  great  number  of  them ;  and  I  therefore 
think,  that  we.  had  better  submit  to  the  necessity  of 
treating  a  few  individuals,  who  may  really  deserve  a 
severer  fate,  as  prisoners  of  war,  than  run  the  risk  of 
giving  an  opening  for  retaliation  upon  the  Europeans 
in  our  service.* 

I  am  pleased  to  hear,  that  your  Assembly  are  in  so 
good  a  disposidon  to  regulate  the  price  of  necessaries 
for  the  army.  I  could  wish  that  they  would  not  forget 
to  regulate  the  prices  of  country  produce,  which  the 
commissaries  tell  me  has  risen  to  so  exorbitant  a  rate, 
that  there  is  no  purchasing  a  single  article  from  the 
farmers.    I  am,  8lc. 


*  The  officoTS  here  mentioned  were  natives  of  New  Jersey,  wlio  en- 
tered into  the  service  of  the  enemy.  As  tliis  was  treason  l)y  the  law 
of  New  Jersey,  they  were  imprisoned,  and  the  Governor  considered  it 
his  duty  to  try  them  in  the  courts  of  justice.  He  conformed  to  General 
Washington's  advice,  however,  and  put  them  on  the  footing'  of  prisoners 
of  war. 

Tlie  British  General  Campbell,  then  on  Staten  Island,  had  claimed 
these  officers  from  Governor  Livingston,  and  also  another  person,  who 
had  heen  captured  with  them.  The  oiHcers,  three  in  numher,  were 
given  up,  hut,  in  regard  to  the  otlier  person,  Governor  Livingston  wrote ; 
"  He  is  no  officer,  and  had  committed  a  number  of  robberies  in  this 
State  before  he  joined  the  enemy ;  and  I  can  hardly  thinic  that  General 
Campbell  will  be  of  the  opinion,  that,  in  consideration  of  law,  a  man 
can  expiate  the  guitt  of  a  prior  robbery  by  s,  subsequent  treason." 
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TO   THE   PRESIDENT   OE   CONGRESS. 

IIcad-Q-uartcrs,  near  the  Gulf;  14  Decemljcr,  1777. 

Sir, 
On  Thursday  evening  I  had  the  honor  to  receive 
your  favor  of  the  8th  instant.  From  several  letters, 
which  have  lately  passed  between  General  Howe  and 
myself,  I  am  fully  convinced,  that  any  propositions  by 
me  to  release  the  Baron  St.  Ouary  from  captivity,  either 
by  an  exchange  or  on  parole,  would  be  unavailing. 
He  has  explicitly  stated  his  sentiments,  and  has  de- 
clared himself  to  be  utterly  against  a  partial  exchange. 
The  situation  of  the  Baron,  through  the  interest  and 
acquaintance  of  the  Marquis  de  Lafayette  with  an  offi- 
cer in  the  guards,  is  much  more  comfortable  than  that 
of  any  of  our  officers,  who  are  prisoners,  he  being  on 
parole  in  the  city,  whilst  they  are  all  confined  in  the 
State-House.  I  do  not  know  that  it  is  the  practice  in 
Europe  not  to  consider  volunteers  as  prisoners.  I  am 
inclined  to  believe  that  it  is  not,  and  that  they  are 
generally  held  as  such,  unless  the  contrary  is  particu- 
larly stipulated  by  cartel.  However  this  may  be,  they 
have  been  held  in  the  present  contest  on  both  sides  on 
the  footing  of  other  prisoners,  and  exchanged  as  such. 
Besides  this,  I  fear  that  a  proposition  calculated  for  the 
peculiar  benefit  of  the  Baron,  would  be  ill  received  by 
our  unhappy  officers,  who  have  been  much  longer  in 
confinement,  whose  sufferings  are  far  greater  than  his, 
and  who  claim  a  right  to  exchange  in  due  course.* 

''  In  their  resolve,  respecting  the  Baron  St.  Ouary,  Congress  desig- 
nated Imn  as  "  a  gallant  gentleman  from  France,  engaged  as  a  volunteer 
in  the  service  of  the  United  States,  and  lately  by  the  fortune  of  wai' 
made  prisoner  by  the  British."  They  instructed  General  Washington  to 
apply  for  his  release,  on  the  ground  that  volunteers  wei-e  not  to  be  re- 
garded aa  prisoners  of  war ;  but,  if  General  Howe  should  not  accede  to 
this  doctrine,  tlien  an  enlargeraont  by  exchange  or  on  parole  was  to  be 
ooliLited  for  the  Bnron  St,  Ouary,  —  Joitmals,  December  Sd. 
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The  inquiries,  directed  in  the  resoJutions  contained 
in  your  letter  of  the  30th  ultimo,  respecting  the  loss 
of  the  forts  in  the  Highlands  and  of  Fort  Mifflin,  I  shall 
order  to  be  made,  as  soon  as  circumstances  will  admit. 
These,  however,  it  is  probable,  will  not  be  effected  in  a 
short  time,  from  the  situation  of  our  affairs  and  inevitable 
necessity.  On  Thursday  morning  we  marched  from 
our  old  encampment,  and  intended  to  pass  the  Schuyl- 
kill at  Matson's  Ford,  where  a  bridge  had  been  laid 
across  the  river.  When  the  first  division  and  a  part 
of  the  second  had  passed,  they  found  a  body  of  the 
enemy,  consisting,  from  the  best  accounts  we  have 
been  able  to  obtain,  of  four  thousand  men,  under  Lord 
CornwaJlis,  possessing  themselves  of  the  heights  on 
both  sides  of  the  road  leading  from  the  river  and  the 
defile  called  the  Gulf,  which  I  presume  are  well 
known  to  some  part  of  your  honorable  body.  This 
unexpected  event  obliged  such  of  our  troops,  as  had 
crossed,  to  repass,  and  prevented  our  getting  over  till 
the  succeeding  night.  This  manceuvre  on  the  part  of 
the  enemy  was  not  in  consequence  of  any  information 
they  had  of  our  movement,  but  was  designed  to  secure 
the  pass  whilst  they  were  foraging  in  the  neighbouring 
country.  They  were  met  in  their  advance  by  Gen- 
eral Potter,  with  part  of  the  Pennsylvania  militia,  who 
behaved  with  bravery  and  gave  them  every  possible 
opposition,  till  he  was  obliged  to  retreat  from  their  su- 
perior numbers.  Had  we  been  an  hour  sooner,  or  had 
the  least  information  of  the  measure,  I  am  persuaded 
we  should  have  given  his  Lordship  a  fortunate  stroke, 
or  obliged  him  to  return  without  effecting  his  purpose, 
or  drawn  out  all  General  Howe's  force  to  support 
him.  Our  first  intelligence  was,  that  it  was  all  out. 
Lord  Cornwallis  collected  a  good  deal  of  forage,  and 
returned  to  the  city  the  night  we  passed  the  river.     No 
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discrimination  marked  his  proceedings.  All  property, 
whether  of  friends  or  foes,  that  came  in  their  way,  wag 
seized  and  carried  off. 

Enclosed  is  a  copy  of  a  letter  from  General  Bur- 
goyne,  by  which  you  will  perceive  he  requests  leave 
to  embark  his  troops  at  Rhode  Island,  or  at  some  place 
on  the  Sound;  and,  in  case  this  cannot  be  granied,  that 
he  may  be  allowed,  with  his  suite,  to  go  there  and  re- 
turn from  thence  to  England.  His  first  proposition,  as 
I  have  observed  upon  a  former  occasion,  is  certainly 
inadmissible,  and  for  reasons  obvious  to  himself.  As 
to  the  second,  which  respects  the  departure  of  himself 
and  suite,  Congress  will  be  pleased  to  determine  upon 
it  and  favor  me  with  their  sentiments  by  the  first  op- 
portunity, that  I  may  know  what  answer  to  give  him.* 
I  learn  fi'om  Mr.  Grifiin,  who  has  just  come  from  Bos- 
ton, that  this  gentleman  either  holds,  or  professes  to 
hold,  very  different  ideas  of  our  power  from  what  he 
formerly  entertained;  that,  without  reserve,  he  has  said 
it  would  be  next  to  impossible  for  Britain  to  succeed 
in  her  views,  and  that  he  should  with  freedom  declare 
his  sentiments  accordingly  on  his  arrival  in  England ; 
and  that  he  seemed  to  think  the  recognition  of  our 
independence  by  the  King  and  Parliament  an  eligible 
measure,  under  a  treaty  of  commerce  upon  a  large  and 
extensive  scale.  How  far  these  professions  are  found- 
ed in  sincerity,  it  is  not  easy  to  determine ;  but  if  they 
are,  what  a  mighty  change !  While  I  am  on  the  sub- 
ject of  Mr.  Burgoyne  and  his  army,  I  would  submit  it 

*  "  In  Congress,  Jkcemher  I7ih;  Resolved,  that  General  Washington 
be  directed  to  inform  General  Burgoyne,  that  Congceas  will  not  receive 
nor  consider  any  proposition  for  indulgence  or  altering  the  terms  of  the 
convention  of  Saratoga,,  unless  immediately  directed  to  tlieir  own  hody." 
Congress  had  already  voted,  that  a  proposal  for  shipping  the  troops  from 
any  other  place,  than  that  stipulated  in  the  convention  of  Saratoga,  should 
be  rejected, — Ifecemher  1st. 
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to  Congress,  whether  it  will  not  be  right  and  reason- 
able, that  aU  expenses,  incurred  on  their  account  for 
provisiojis,  should  be  paid  and  satisfied  previously  to 
their  embarkation  and  departure ;  I  mean  by  an  actual 
deposit  of  the  money.  Unless  this  is  done,  there  will 
be  little  reason  to  suppose,  that  it  will  ever  be  paid. 
They  have  failed  (that  is,  the  nation)  in  other  instances, 
as  I  have  been  told,  after  liquidating  their  accounts  and 
giving  the  fullest  certificates,  and  we  cannot  expect 
they  will  keep  better  faith  with  us  than  with  others. 
The  payment  too,  I  should  apprehend,  ought  to  be  in 
coin,  as  it  will  enable  us  to  administer  some  relief  to 
our  unfortunate  officers  and  men  who  are  in  captivity. 

December  15fA.— ^Congress  seem  to  have  taken  for 
granted  a  fact,  that  is  really  not  so.  All  the  forage  for 
the  army  has  been  constantly  drawn  from  Bucks  and 
Philadelphia  counties,  and  those  parts  most  contiguous 
to  the  city ;  insomuch  that  it  was  nearly  exhausted,  and 
entirely  so  in  the  country  below  our  camp.  From 
these,  too,  were  obtained  al!  the  supplies  of  flour,  that 
circumstances  would  admit  of.  The  millers  in  most 
instances  were  unwilling  to  grind,  either  from  their 
disaffection  or  from  motives  of  fear.  This  made  the 
supplies  less  than  they  otherwise  might  have  been,  and 
the  quantity,  which  was  drawn  from  thence  was  litde, 
besides  what  the  guards,  placed  at  the  mills,  compelled 
them  to  manufacture.  As  to  stock,  I  do  not  know  that 
much  was  had  from  thence,  nor  do  I  know  that  any 
considerable  supply  could  have  been  had. 

1  confess  I  have  felt  myself  greatly  embarrassed  with 
respect  to  a  vigorous  exercise  of  military  power.  An 
ill-placed  humanity,  perhaps,  and  a  reluctance  to  give 
distress,  may  have  restrained  me  too  far ;  but  these 
were  not  all.  I  have  been  well  aware  of  the  prevalent 
jealousy  of  military  power,  and  that  this  has  been  con- 
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sidered  as  an  evil,  much  to  be  apprehended,  even  by 
the  best  and  most  sensible  among  us.  Under  this  idea, 
I  have  been  cautious,  and  wished  to  avoid  as  much 
^  possible  any  act  that  might  increase  it.  However, 
Congress  may  be  assured,  that  no  exertions  of  mine, 
as  far  as  circumstances  will  admit,  shall  be  wanting  to 
provide  our  own  troops  with  supplies  on  the  one  hand, 
and  to  prevent  the  enemy  from  getting  them  on  the 
other.  At  the  same  time  they  must  be  apprized,  that 
many  obstacles  have  arisen  to  render  the  former  more 
precarious  and  difficult  than  they  usually  were,  from  a 
change  in  the  commissary's  department,  at  a  very  criti- 
cal and  interesting  period.  I  should  be  happy,  if  the 
civil  authority  in  the  several  States,  through  the  recom- 
mendations of  Congress,  or  their  own  mere  wiO,  seeing 
the  necessity  of  supporting  the  army,  would  always 
adopt  the  most  spirited  measures,  suited  to  the  end. 
The  people  at  large  are  governed  much  by  custom. 
To  acts  of  legislation  or  civil  authority  they  have  ever 
been  taught  to  yield  a  willing  obedience,  without  rea- 
soning about  their  propriety;  on  those  of  military  power, 
whether  immediate  or  derived  originally  from  another 
source,  they  have  ever  looked  with  a  jealous  and  sus- 
picious eye.     I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &.c. 


TO    SIR   WILLIAM   HOWE. 

Heail-Ciiiarters,  14  December,  1777. 
Sir, 

The  difficulty  of  supplying  the  troops  of  General 
Burgoyne's  army  with  wood  and  provisions,  from  the 
country  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Boston,  induces  me 
to  request,  that  you  would  grant  passports  for  ves- 
sels to  be  employed  to  bring  them  from"  places  on 
the  coast.     I  cannot  ascertain  the  number  of  vessels. 
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that  may  be  necessary  for  this  business,  or  the  names 
of  the  persons,  who  may  be  intrusted  with  the  com- 
mand of  them.  The  passports,  therefore,  should  be 
blank.  In  such  "case,  they  can  be  occasionally  filled 
up;  and,  to  prevent  any  doubts  of  their  being  improp- 
erly used,  they  may  be  countersigned  by  General  Bur- 
goyne.  This  I  shall  direct.  The  letters  from  General 
Burgoyne,  which  accompany  this,  I  transmit  to  you  by 
his  request.    I  am,  Sir,  fee* 


TO   MAJOR-GEffERAL  HEATH. 

Head-Quarters,  Gulf  Mill,  17  December,  1777. 

Dear  Sir, 
I  immediately  forwarded  the  packets  and  letters  from 
General  Burgoyne  and  his  officers  to  General  Howe. 
As  to  General  Burgoync's  request  to  me,  to  permit 
him  to  depart  before  his  army,  I  did  not  think  myself 
authorized  to  grant  it,  before  I  consulted  Congress,  to 
whom  I  transmitted  a  copy  of  his  letter.  I  shall  give 
him  an  answer  as  soon  as  I  know  their  determination. 
I  think  it  would  have  been  highly  improper  to  allow 
him  the  hberty  of  visiting  your  seaport  towns.  A  man 
of  his  sagacity  and  penetration  would  make  many  ob- 
servations, that  might  prove  detrimental  to  us  in  future. 
Whenever  you  have  occasion  for  directions  in  any  mat- 
ters respecting  General  Burgoyne  and  his  troops,  it 
will  be  best  for  you  to  write  fully  to  Congress  upon 
the  subject,  as  they  alone  must  determine  in  ail  cases 
which  refer  to  them.     I  am,  dear  Sir,  &c. 

*  Geneiil  Hone  declined  giving  the  pagspcrto  here  requested,  assign- 
ing a^  a  lea^oi  tl  at  he  tho  git  it  iiposable  to  prevent  their  being 
improperly  u  ed  and  that  he  huped  thi.  troops  would  be  permitted  to 
embark  at  Rhode  Islai  d  wh  ch  would  3e  ider  the  bi  pplics  umieceBaary, 
See  his  letter  in  the  ApPEnnii,  ISo  "VII 
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TO   LIEUTENANT-OEUERAL   BUllGOYNE. 

Head-Quarters,  17  December,  ].777. 

Sib, 
I  was,  a  few  days  ago,  honored  with  yours  of  the 
25th  of  November.*  The  packets  for  Sh  William 
Howe,  and  the  letters  for  gentlemen  in  his  army,  were 
immediately  forwarded  to  Philadelphia.  As  I  did  not 
conceive  myself  at  liberty  to  answer  either  of  your  re- 
quests, without  first  consulting  Congress,  I  have  trans- 
mitted a  copy  of  your  letter  to  them,  and  have  desired 
their  determination  as  speedily  as  possible.  As  soon  as 
I  know  the  result,  I  shall  take  the  earliest  opportunity 
of  acquainting  you  with  it.    I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c. 


TO    GEORGE   READ,   PRESIDENT   OF   DELAWARE. 

Head-Quarters,  Gulf  Mill,  19  December,  1777. 

Sir, 
I  have  received  information,  which  I  have  great  rea- 
son to  believe  is  true,  that  the  enemy  mean  to  establish 
a  post  at  Wilmington,  for  the  purpose  of  countenancing 
the  disaffected  in  the  Delaware  State,  drawing  sup- 
plies from  that  country  and  the  lower  parts  of  Chester 
county,  and  securing  a  post  upon  the  Delaware  River 
during  the  winter.  As  the  advantages  resulting  to  the 
enemy  from  such  a  position  are  most  obvious,  I  have  de- 
termined, and  shall  accordingly  this  day  send  off  Gen- 
eral Smallwood  with  a  respectable  Continental  force,  to 
talie  post  at  Wilmington  before  them.  If  General  Howe 
thinks  the  place  of  that  importance  to  him,  which  I 
conceive  it  to  be,  he  will  probably  attempt  to  dispossess 

*•  See  this  letter  in  the  Appendix,  No.  VIU. 
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US  of  it ;  and  as  the  force,  which  I  can  at  present  spare, 
is  not  adequate  to  maldng  it  perfectly  secure,  I  expect 
that  you  will  call  out  as  many  militia  as  you  possibly 
can,  to  rendezvous  without  loss  of  time  at  Wilmington, 
and  put  themselves  under  the  command  of  General 
Smallwood.  I  shall  hope  that  the  people  will  turn  out 
cheerfully,  when  they  consider  that  they  are  called 
upon  to  remain  within  and  defend  their  own  State. 

In  a  letter,  which  I  had  the  honor  of  receiving  from 
you  some  little  time  past,  you  express  a  wish,  that 
some  mode  may  be  fallen  upon,  to  procure  the  ex- 
change of  Governor  M^Kinly.  As  this  gentleman  will 
be  considered  in  the  civil  line,  I  have  not  any  prisoner 
of  war  proper  to  be  proposed  for  him.  The  application 
would  go  more  properly  to  Congress,  who  have  a  num- 
ber of  State  prisoners  under  their  direction,  for  some  of 
whom,  Sir  William  Howe  would,  probably,  exchange 
the  Governor,     I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c. 


TO   BIAJOR-GENERAL   SMALLWOOD. 

Gulf  Mill,  19  December,  1777. 

Dear  Sir, 

With  the  division  lately  commanded  by  General  Sul- 
livan, you  are  to  march  immediately  for  Wilmington, 
and  take  post  there.  You  are  not  to  delay  a  moment 
in  putting  the  place  in  the  best  posture  of  defence,  to 
do  which,  and  for  the  security  of  it  afterwards,  I  have 
written  in  urgent  terms  to  the  President  of  the  Dela- 
ware State  to  give  every  aid  he  possibly  can  of 
militia.  I  have  also  directed  an  engineer  to  attend 
you  for  the  purpose  of  constructing  and  superintending 
the  works,  and  you  will  fix  with  the  quartermaster  on 
the  number  of  tools  necessary  for  the  business ;  but 
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do  not  let  any  neglect  or  deficiency  on  his  part  impede 
your  operations,  as  you  are  hereby  vested  with  full 
power  to  seize  and  take  (passing  receipts)  such  articles 
as  are  wanted.  The  commissary  and  forage-master  will 
receive  directions  respecting  your  supplies  in  their  way ; 
but  I  earnestly  request,  that  you  will  see  that  these 
supplies  are  drawn  from  the  country  between  you  and 
Philadelphia,  as  it  will  be  depriving  the  enemy  of  all 
chance  of  getting  them,  and  in  this  point  of  view  it  be- 
comes an  object  to  us  of  importance. 

I  earnestly  exhort  you  to  keep  both  officers  and  men 
to  their  duty,  and  to  avoid  furloughs  except  in  cases  of 
absolute  necessity.  You  wiil  also  use  your  utmost  en- 
deavours to  collect  all  the  stragglers  from  both  brigades; 
and  you  are  also  to  use  your  best  endeavours  to  get 
the  men  clothed  in  the  most  comfortable  manner  you 
can.  You  will  be  particular  in  your  observation  of 
every  thing  passing  on  the  river,  and  will  communicate 
every  matter  of  importance  to,  dear  Sir,  your  most 
obedient  servant. 


TO   THE   PRESIDENT   OT   CONGRESS. 

Head-Q,uai-ters,  Valley  Forge,  22  December,  1777. 

Sir, 

On  Saturday  evening  I  had  the  honor  to  receive  your 
favor  of  the  17th  instant,  with  its  enclosures.  The  next 
day  I  wrote  to  General  Burgoyne  upon  the  subject  of 
his  application,  and  transmitted  to  him  a  copy  of  the 
resolution  of  Congress  founded  thereon.  That  the  mat- 
ter might  not  be  delayed,  I  despatched  my  letter  by 
the  express,  who  brought  yours,  he  having  informed 
me,  that  you  expected  he  would  be  sent  with  it. 

It  is  with  infinite  pain  and  concern,  that  I  transmit  to 
Congress  the  enclosed  copies  of  sundry  letters  respect- 
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ing  the  slate  of  the  commissary's  department.  In  these, 
matters  are  not  exaggerated.  I  do  not  know  from  what 
cause  this  alarming  deficiency,  or  rather  total  failure  of 
supplies,  arises;  but,  unless  more  vigorous  exertions 
and  better  regulations  take  place  in  that  line  imme- 
diately, this  army  must  dissolve.  I  have  done  all  in 
my  power,  by  remonstrating,  by  writing,  by  ordering 
the  commissaries  on  this  head,  from  time  to  time ;  but 
without  any  good  effect,  or  obtaining  more  than  a  pres- 
ent scanty  relief.  Owing  to  this,  the  march  of  the 
array  has  been  delayed,  upon  more  than  one  interesting 
occasion,  in  the  course  of  the  present  campaign ;  and 
had  a  body  of  the  enemy  crossed  the  Schuylkill  this 
morning,  as  I  had  reason  to  expect,  from  the  intelli- 
gence I  received  at  four  o'clock  last  night,  the  divisions 
which  I  ordered  to  be  in  readiness  to  march  and  meet 
them  could  not  have  moved.  It  is  unnecessary  for  me 
to  add  more  upon  the  subject.  I  refer  Congress  to 
the  copies,  by  one  of  which  they  will  perceive,  how 
very  unfavorable  also  our  prospect  is  of  having  any 
considerable  supplies  of  salt  provisions  for  the  ensuing 
year.* 
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I  would  also  take  the  liberty  of  reminding  Congress 
of  the  necessity  of  filling,  as  soon  as  possible,  the  offices 
of  quartermaster  and  adjutant  general.  These  posts 
are  of  infinite  importance,  and  without  appointments  to 
them  it  will  be  impossible  to  conduct  the  affairs  of  the 
army.  The  first  office  is  now  suffering  much  for  want 
of  a  head  to  direct  the  great  business  of  it;  and  the 
latter  will  be  in  the  same  predicament,  in  the  course 
of  a  iew  days,  by  the  departure  of  Colonel  Pickering, 
who,  since  his  appointment  to  the  Board  of  War,  has 
been  waiting  only  for  a  successor.* 

Three  o'clock,  P.  M. — Just  as  I  was  about  to  con- 
clude my  letter,  your  favor  of  the  20th  came  to  hand. 
It  would  give  me  infinite  pleasure  to  afford  protection 
to  every  individual,  and  to  every  spot  of  ground,  in  the 
whole  of  the  United  States.    Nothing  is  more  my  wish ; 

but   if  you  expect  the  exertion  of  virtuous  principlea    while  your  troops 
dp      dfth  n       flfy       fialdppot       twiUbe 

gtppottthpt  wlh  th  ry  man  of 

J    m      fig 
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t    m    t      w  pt  d         tl       tl      t  N      mh       b  t  th        nk  and 

m  fmjg      ral      tltthpy  dtth      ffice,  v  as 

tin    d  t    him        d    t  th  tin     h    w        h  mber  of 

thenwBrdfW.hh  tttdfp  tmC  ngre--.. 

This  Board,  by  ita  first  organization,  was  to  consist  of  three  memhers. 
The  persons  chosen  were  General  MiiHin,  Colonel  Pickering,  and  Colonel 
Harrison,  Before  it  went  into  operation,  the  Board  was  enlarged  to  Ave 
members,  and,  Harrison  having  declined  the  appointment.  General  Gates, 
Joseph  Trumbull,  and  Richard  Peters  were  chosen  in  addition  to  Mifilin 
and  Pickering.  Gates  was  made  president  of  the  Board,  and  recalled 
from  his  command  in  the  northern  department  to  fill  (hat  station.  The 
salary  of  eacli  member  was  two  thouaand  dollars  a  year.  The  Board 
were  intrusted  with  extensive  powers,  but  they  were  obliged  to  sit  in 
the  place  where  Congress  was  hold.  All  their  proceedings  were  to  be 
inspected  by  Congress  or  a  committee  once  a  month,  and  free  access 
to  the  records  was  to  be  allowed  at  all  times  to  any  member  of  Con- 
gress.—  Journals,   Odoher  17th;  JVovember  7th,  97(ft. 
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but  this  is  not  possible  with  our  present  force.  In  all 
wars,  from  the  nature  of  things,  individuals  and  particu- 
lar places  must  be  exposed.  It  has  ever  been  and 
ever  will  be  the  case,  and  we  have  only  to  pity  and 
to  regret  the  misfortune  of  those,  who  from  their  situa- 
tion are  subject  to  ravage  and  depredation.  These 
facts  are  obvious  to  all;  and  if  that  system  of  conduct 
is  pursued  by  an  army,  which  is  most  likely  to  give 
the  most  extensive  security,  it  is  all  that  can  be  done 
or  expected  from  it. 

I  assure  you,  Sir,  no  circumstance  in  the  course  of 
the  present  contest,  or  in  itiy  whole  hfe,  has  employed 
more  of  my  reflection  or  consideration,  than  in  what 
manner  to  effect  this,  and  to  dispose  of  the  army  during 
the  winter.  Viewing  the  subject  in  any  point  of  light, 
there  was  a  choice  of  difficulties.  If  keeping  the  field 
was  thought  of,  —  the  naked  condition  of  the  troops  and 
the  feelings  of  humanity  opposed  the  measure;  if  re- 
turning .to  the  towns  in  the  interior  parts  of  the  State, 
which  consistently  with  the  preservation  of  the  troops, 
from  their  necessitous  circumstances,  might  have  been 
justifiable,  —  the  measure  was  found  inexpedient,  be- 
cause it  would  have  exposed  and  left  uncovered  a  large 
extent  of  country;  if  cantoning  the  troops  in  several 
places,  divided  and  distant  from  each  other,  —  then 
there  was  a  probabihty  of  their  being  cut  off;  and  but 
little  prospect  of  their  giving  security  to  any  part.  Un- 
der these  embarrassments,  I  determined  to  take  post 
near  this  place,  as  the  best  calculated  in  my  judgment 
to  secure  the  army,  to  protect  our  stores,  and  cover  the 
country  ;  and  for  this  purpose  we  are  beginning  to  hut, 
and  shall  endeavour  to  accomplish  it  as  expeditiously 
as  possible. 

I  have  also,  from  a  desire  of  preventing  the  enemy 
from  an  intercourse  with  the  Delaware  State,  and  from 


,dhy  Google 


19G 


WASHINGTON'S  WRITINGS.  [^t.  45. 


making  incursions  there,  detached  General  Smallwood 
with  the  Maryland  forces  to  take  post  at  Wilmington, 
which  I  had  strong  reason  to  believe  the  enemy  intend- 
ed. This  however  I  cannot  but  consider  as  hazardous, 
and  shall  be  happy  if  it  does  not  turn  out  so.  I  have 
it  also  in  contemplation  to  throw  a  bridge  over  the 
Schuylkill  near  this  place,  as  soon  as  it  is  practicable; 
by  means  of  which  I  hope  we  shall  be  able  in  a  great 
measure,  with  the  aid  of  the  miliiia,  to  check  the  ex- 
cursions of  the  enemy's  parties  on  the  other  side. 

As  to  Jersey,  I  am  sensible  of  her  sufferings  and 
exertions  in  the  present  contest,  and  there  is  no  State 
to  which  I  would  more  willingly  extend  protection ;  but, 
as  I  have  observed,  it  is  not  in  my  power  to  give  it,  m 
that  degree,  which  seems  to  be  wished  and  expected. 
I  cannot  divide  the  army  (not  superior,  when  collected, 
from  sickness  and  other  causes  equally  painful,  to  the 
enemy's  force,)  into  detachments,  contrary  to  every 
military  principle,  and  to  our  own  experience  of  the 
dangers  that  would  attend  it.  If  this  is  done,  I  cannot 
be  answerable  for  the  consequences.  My  feelings  lead 
strongly  to  universal  relief,  but  I  have  not  the  power 
to  afford  it;  nevertheSess,  it  has  been  and  is  still  my 
intention,  as  soon  as  I  have  formed  and  secured  this 
camp,  to  detach  a  small  force  to  aid  and  countenance 
their  militia.  This  is  all,  it  appears  to  me,  that  can  be 
done ;  and  I  hope  the  apprehensions  in  that  quarter  for 
the  greater  part  will  prove  rather  imaginary  than  well 
grounded,  though  I  confess  there  are  strong  reasons  to 
conclude,  that  the  enemy  will  not  be  remiss  in  their 
acts  of  violence  and  injury  there  or  any  where  else. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  Slc* 

*  For  particulars  respecting  tho   cantonment  of  the  troops  at  VuUey 
Forge,  see  Appekdiy,  No,  IX. 
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TO   THE   PRESIDENT   OF   CONGRESS. 

Valley  Forge,  23  December,  1777. 

Sir, 

Full  as  I  was  in  my  representation  of  the  matters 
in  the  commissary's  department  yesterday,  fresh  and 
more  powerful  reasons  oblige  me  to  add,  that  I  am  now 
convinced  beyond  a  doubt,  that,  unless  some  great  and 
capital  change  suddenly  takes  place  in  that  line,  this 
army  must  inevitably  be  reduced  to  one  or  other  of 
these  three  things ;  starve,  dissolve,  or  disperse  in  order 
to  obtain  subsistence  in  the  best  manner  they  can. 
Rest  assured,  Sir,  this  is  not  an  exaggerated  picture, 
and  that  I  have  abundant  reason  to  suppose  what  I 
say. 

Yesterday  afternoon,  receiving  information  that  the 
enemy  in  force  had  left  the  city,  and  were  advancing 
towards  Derby  with  the  apparent  design  to  forage,  and 
draw  subsistence  from  that  part  of  the  country,  I  or- 
dered the  troops  to  be  in  readiness,  that  I  might  give 
every  opposition  in  my  power;  when  behold,  to  my 
great  mortification,  I  was  not  only  informed,  but  con-^ 
vinced,  that  the  men  were  unable  to  stir  on  account  of 
provision,  and  that  a  dangerous  mutiny,  begun  the  night 
before,  and  which  with  difficulty  was  suppressed  by  the 
spirited  exertions  of  some  officers,  was  still  much  to 
be  apprehended  for  want  of  this  article.  This  brought 
forth  the  only  commissary  in  the  purchasing  line  in  this 
camp;  and,  with  him,  this  melancholy  and  alarming  truth, 
that  he  had  not  a  single  hoof  of  any  kind  to  slaughter, 
and  not  more  than  twenty-five  barrels  of  flour!  From 
hence  form  an  opinion  of  our  situation  when  I  add,  that 
he  could  not  tell  when  to  expect  any. 

All  I  could  do,  under  these  circumstances,  was  to 
send  out  a  few  light  parties  to  watch  and  harass  the 
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enemy,  whilst  other  parties  were  instantly  detached 
different  ways  to  coUect,  if  possible,  as  much  provision 
as  would  satisfy  the  present  pressing  wants  of  the  sol- 
diery. But  will  this  answer  ?  No,  Sir ;  three  or  four 
days  of  bad  weather  would  prove  our  destruction. 
What  then  is  to  become  of  the  army  this  whiter?  And 
if  we  are  so  often  without  provisions  now,  what  is  to 
become  of  us  in  the  spring,  when  our  force  will  be 
collected,  with  the  aid  perhaps  of  militia  to  take  advan- 
tage of  an  early  campaign,  before  the  enemy  can  be 
reinforced  ?  These  are  considerations  of  great  magni- 
tude, meriting  the  closest  attention ;  and  they  will,  when 
my  own  reputation  is  so  intimately  connected  with  the 
event  and  to  be  affected  by  it,  justify  my  saying,  that 
the  present  commissaries  are  by  no  means  equal  to  the 
execution  of  the  office,  or  that  the  disaffection  of  the 
people  is  past  all  belief.  The  misfortune,  however,  does 
in  my  opinion  proceed  from  both  causes ;  and,  though 
I  have  been  tender  heretofore  of  giving  any  opinion, 
or  lodging  complaints,  as  the  change  in  that  department 
took  place  contrary  to  my  judgment,  and  the  conse- 
quences thereof  were  predicted ;  yet,  finding  that  the 
inactivity  of  the  army,  whether  for  want  of  provisions, 
clothes,  or  other  essentials,  is  charged  to  my  account, 
not  only  by  the  common  vulgar  but  by  those  in  power, 
it  is  time  to  speak  plain  in  exculpation  of  myself.  With 
truth,  then,  I  can  declare,  that  no  man  in  my  opinion 
ever  had  his  measures  more  impeded  than  I  have,  by 
every  department  of  the  army. 

Since  the  month  of  July  we  have  had  no  assistance 
from  the  quartermaster-general,  and  to  want  of  assist- 
ance from  this  department  the  commissary-generaJ 
charges  great  part  of  his  deficiency.  To  this  I  am  to 
add,  that,  notwithstanding  it  is  a  standing  order,  and 
often  repeated,  that  the  troops  shall  always  have  two 


,dhy  Google 


PartII.]      the   AMERICAN    EEVOLUTION.  199 

days'  provisions  by  them,  that  they  might  be  ready  at 
any  sudden  call ;  yet  an  opportunity  has  scarcely  ever 
offered,  of  taking  an  advantage  of  the  enemy,  that  has 
not  been  either  totally  obstructed,  or  greatly  impeded, 
on  this  account.  And  this,  the  great  and  crying  evil, 
is  not  all.  The  soap,  vinegar,  and  other  ai-ticles  al- 
lowed by  Congress,  we  see  none  of,  nor  have  we  seen 
them,  I  believe,  since  the  batde  of  Brandywine.  The 
first,  indeed,  we  have  now  httle  occasion  for;  few  men 
having  more  than  one  shirt,  many  only  the  moiety  of 
one,  and  some  none  at  all.  In  addition  to  which,  as 
a  proof  of  the  little  benefit  received  from  a  clothier- 
general,  and  as  a  further  proof  of  the  inability  of  an  army, 
under  the  circumstances  of  this,  to  perform  the  common 
duties  of  soldiers,  (besides  a  number  of  men  confined  to 
hospitals  for  want  of  shoes,  and  others  in  farmers'  houses 
on  the  same  account,)  we  have,  by  a  field-return  this 
day  made,  no  less  than  two  thousand  eight  hundred  and 
ninety-eight  men  now  ia  camp  unfit  for  duty,  because 
they  are  barefoot  and  otherwise  naked.  By  the  same 
return  it  appears,  that  our  whole  strength  in  Continen- 
tal troops,  including  the  eastern  brigades,  which  have 
joined  us  since  the  surrender  of  General  Burgoyne, 
exclusive  of  the  Maryland  troops  sent  to  Wilmington, 
amounts  to  no  more  than  eight  thousand  two  hundred 
in  camp  fit  for  duty ;  notwithstanding  which,  and  that 
since  the  4th  instant,  our  numbers  fit  for  duty,  from  the 
hardships  and  exposures  they  have  undergone,  pardcu- 
larly  on  account  of  blankets  (numbers  having  been 
obhged,  and  still  are,  to  sit  up  al!  night  by  fires,  instead 
of  taking  comfortable  rest  in  a  natural  and  common 
way),  have  decreased  near  two  thousand  men. 

We  find  gentlemen,  without  knowing  whether  the 
army  was  really  going  into  winter-quarters  or  not  (for  I 
am  sure  no  resolution  of  mine  would  warrant  the  Re- 
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monstrance),  reprobating  the  measure  as  much  as  if  they 
thought  the  soldiers  were  made  oS  stodcs  or  stones, 
and  equally  insensible  of  frost  and  snow ;  and  more- 
over, as  if  they  conceived  it  easily  practicable  for  an 
inferior  army,  under  the  disadvantages  I  have  described 
ours  to  be,  which  are  by  no  means  exaggerated,  to  con- 
fine a  superior  one,  in  all  respects  well-appointed  and 
provided  for  a  winter's  campaign,  within  the  city  of 
Philadelphia,  and  to  cover  from  depredation  and  waste 
the  States  of  Pennsylvania  and  Jersey.  But  what 
makes  this  matter  still  more  extraordinary  in  my  eye 
is,  that  these  very  gentlemen,— who  were  weB  apprized 
of  the  nakedness  of  the  troops  from  ocular  demonstra- 
tion, who  thought  their  own  soldiers  worse  clad  than 
others,  and  who  advised  me  near  a  month  ago  to  post- 
pone the  execution  of  a  plan  I  was  about  to  adopt, 
in  consequence  of  a  resolve  of  Congress  for  seizing 
clothes,  under  strong  assurances  that  an  ample  supply 
would  be  collected  in  ten  days  agreeably  to  a  decree 
of  the  State  (not  one  article  of  which,  by  the  by,  is 
yet  come  to  hand),  —  should  think  a  wmter's  campaign, 
and  the  covering  of  these  States  from  the  invasion  of 
an  enemy,  so  easy  and  practicable  a  business.  I  can 
assure  those  gentlemen,  that  it  is  a  much  easier  and 
less  distressing  thing  to  draw  remonstrances  in  a  com- 
fortable room  by  a  good  fireside,  than  to  occupy  a  cold, 
bleak  hill,  and  sleep  under  frost  and  snow,  without 
clothes  or  blankets.  However,  although  they  seem  to 
have  htde  feeling  for  the  naked  and  distressed  soldiers, 
I  feel  superabundantly  for  them,  and,  from  my  soul,  I 
pity  those  miseries,  which  it  is  neither  in  my  power  to 
reUeve  or  prevent.* 


«  Alluding  to  the  Memoml,  or  RemonBtranoe,  of  the  legislat 
Pemi.;Iv«ni.,  re.pecling  his  going  into  mter-qo.rleij. 
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It  is  for  these  reasons,  therefore,  that  I  have  dwelt 
upon  the  subject;  and  it  adds  not  a  little  to  my  other 
difficuldes  and  distress  to  find,  that  much  more  is  ex- 
pected of  me  than  is  possible  to  be  performed,  and  that 
upon  the  ground  of  safety  and  policy  I  am  obliged  to 
conceal  the  true  state  of  the  army  from  public'  view, 
and  thereby  expose  myself  to  detraction  and  calumny. 
The  honorable  committee  of  Congress  went  from  camp 
fully  possessed  of  my  sendments  respecting  the  estab- 
lishment of  this  army,  die  necessity  of  auditors  of  ac- 
counts, the  appointment  of  officers,  and  new  arrange- 
ments. I  have  no  need,  therefore,  to  be  prolix  upon 
these  subjects,  but  I  refer  to  the  committee.  I  shall 
add  a  word  or  two  to  show,  first,  the  necessity  of  some 
better  provision  for  binding  the  officers  by  the  tie  of 
interest  to  the  service,  as  no  day  nor  scarce  an  hour 
passes  without  the  offer  of  a  resigned  commission; 
(otherwise  I  much  doubt  the  practicability  of  holding 
the  army  together  much  longer,  and  in  this  I  shall  prob- 
ably be  thought  the  more  sincere,  when  I  freely  declare, 
that  I  do  not  myself  expect  to  derive  the  smallest  benefit 
from  any  establishment  that  Congress  may  adopt,  other- 
wise than  as  a  member  of  the  community  at  large  in 
the  good,  which  I  am  persuaded  will  result  from  the 
measure,  by  making  better  officers  and  better  troops  ;) 
and,  secondly,  to  point  out  the  necessity  of  making  the 
appointments  and  arrangements  without  loss  of  time. 
We  have  not  more  than  three  months,  in  which  to  pre- 
pare a  great  deal  of  business.  If  we  let  these  slip  or 
waste,  we  shah  be  laboring  under  the  same  difficuldes 
all  next  campaign,  as  we  have  been  this,  to  rectify 
mistakes  and  bring  things  to  order. 

Military    arrangement,    and    movements    in    conse- 
quence, like  the  mechanism  of  a  clock,  wifi  be  imper- 
fect and  disordered  by  the  want  of  a  part.    In  a  very 
VOL.  V.  26 
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sensible  degree  have  I  experienced  this,  in  the  course 
of  the  last  summer,  several  brigades  having  no  briga- 
diers appointed  to.  them  till  late,  and  some  not  at  all ; 
by  which  means  it  follows,  that  an  additional  weight  is 
thrown  upon  the  shoulders  of  the  Commander-in-chief, 
to  withdraw  his  attention  from  the  great  line  of  his  duty. 
The  gentlemen  of  the  committee,  when  they  were  at 
camp,  talked  of  an  expedient  for  adjusting  these  mat- 
ters, which  I  highly  approved  and  wish  to  see  adopted ; 
namely,  that  two  or  three  members  of  the  Board  of 
War,  or  a  committee  of  Congress,  should  repair  imme- 
diately to  camp,  where  the  best  aid  can  be  had,  and 
with  the  commanding  officer,  or  a  committee  of  his 
appointment,  prepare  and  digest  the  most  perfect  plan, 
that  can  be  devised,  for  correcting  all  abuses  and  mak- 
ing new  arrangements ;  considering  what  is  to  be  done 
with  the  weak  and  debilitated  regiments,  if  the  States 
to  which  they  belong  will  not  draft  men  to  fill  them, 
for  as  to  enlisting  soldiers  it  seems  to  me  to  be  totally 
out  of  the  question ;  together  with  many  other  things, 
that  would  occur  in  the  course  of  such  a  conference ; 
and,  after  digesting  matters  in  the  best  manner  they 
can,  to  submit  the  whole  to  the  ultimate  determination 
of  Congress. 

If  this  measure  is  approved,  I  would  earnestly  advise 
the  immediate  execution  of  it,  and  that  the  commissary- 
general  of  purchases,  whom  I  rarely  see,  may  be  di- 
rected to  form  magazines  without  a  moment's  delay  in 
the  neighbourhood  of  this  camp,  in  order  to  secure 
provision  for  us  in  case  of  bad  weather.  The  quarter- 
master-general ought  also  to  be  busy  in  his  department 
In  short,  there  is  as  much  to  be  done  in  preparing  for 
a  campaign,  as  in  the  active  part  of  it.  Every  thing 
depends  upon  the  prepai-ation  that  is  made  in  the  sev- 
eral departments,  and  the  success  or  misfortunes  of  the 
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next  campaign  will  more  than  probably  originate  with 
our  activity  or  supineness  during  this  winter. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c. 


TO   MAJOR-GEi'EllAL   CONWAY.* 

Head-Quarters,  30  Decciiiber,  1777. 

Sir, 
I  am  favored  with  your  letter  of  yesterday,  in  which 
you  propose,  in  order  to  lose  no  time,  to  begin  with  the 
instruction  of  the  troops.  You  will  observe,  by  the 
resolution  of  Congress  relative  to  your  appointment, 
that  the  Board  of  War  is  to  furnish  a  set  of  instructions, 
according  to  which  the  troops  are  to  be  manceuvred. 
As  you  have  made  no  mention  of  having  received  them, 
I  suppose  they  are  not  come  to  you;  when  they  do, 
I  shall  issue  any  orders  which  may  be  judged  necessary 
to  have  them  carried  into  immediate  execution. 

*  Conway  had  just  heen  appointed  by  Congress  inspector-general  ta 
the  array,  and  promoted  to  the  rank  of  major-genera!.  He  wrote  to 
General  Washington,  respeotiijg  the  mode  of  discharging  his  new  duties, 
and  added  in  regard  to  his  late  appointments;  —  "!  accepted  tlie  office 
of  inspector-general  with  the  view  of  hemg  instrumental  to  the  welfiCre 
of  the  cause,  and  to  the  glory  of  tlie  Commander-in-chief,  in  making  his 
tioops  fit  to  execute  his  orders.  The  ranit  of  major-general,  which  was 
given  me,  is  absolutely  requisite  for  this  office,  in  order  fa  be  vested 
with  proper  authority  to  superintend  the  instruction  and  the  internal  ad- 
ministration. There  ia  no  inspector  in  the  European  armies  under  a 
major-general.  However,  Sir,  if  my  appointment  is  productive  of  any 
inconvenience,  or  anywise  disagreeable  to  yoitt  Excellency,  as  I  neither 
applied  nor  solicited  for  this  place,  I  am  very  ready  to  retmn  to  France, 
where  I  have  pressing  business ;  and  tliis  I  will  do  with  the  more  satis- 
f  ti  I      p    t  t!   r    t    b  fil  to  the  cause."— JWS.i^(«-, 

D        b     '>9W      It  aik  bl    th  t  h      h  uld  assert,  as  he  does  here, 

th  t  h  ppli  d  f     tl       pp     t       t   f  major-general,  when  there 

Itt         f  t  dtfmhmt     Congress,  in  wJiich  he  not 

rily    ppl        b  t  ts  w  th       1  d  ahnost  amounting  to  impu- 

d  th  t  th     ra  k       ght  t    b     b    t       d  on  hun,  and  uses  a  series 

f  ts  t        St        1        ppl      U 
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Your  appointment  of  inspector-general  to  the  army, 
I  believe,  has  not  given  the  least  uneasiness  to  any 
officer  in  it.  By  consulting  your  own  feelings  upon  the 
appointment  of  the  Baron  de  Kalb,  you  may  judge  what 
must  be  the  sensation  of  those  brigadiers,  who  by  your 
promotion  are  superseded.*  I  am  told  they  are  deter- 
mined to  remonstrate  against  it.  For  my  own  part  I 
have  nothing  to  do  in  the  appointment  of  general  offi- 
cers, and  shall  always  afford  every  countenance  and 
due  respect  to  those  appointed  by  Congress,  taking  it 
for  granted,  that,  prior  to  any  resolve  of  that  nature, 
they  take  a  dispassionate  view  of  the  merits  of  the 
officer  to  be  promoted,  and  consider  every  consequence 
that  can  result  from  such  a  procedure ;  nor  have  I  any 
other  wish  on  that  head,  but  that  good,  attentive  officers 
may  be  chosen,  and  no  extraordinary  promotion  take 
place,  but  where  the  merit  of  the  officer  is  so  generally 
acknowledged,  as  to  obviate  every  reasonable  cause  for 
dissatisfaction  thereat,  f     I  am.  Sir,  &c. 

W  h       tl      B  d     K  lb  d  pp      tm     t         tl  m} 

CwT        t         mt  tCgrsshhbg  f]I         — 

It  th     Im  t  tl    t  I  tl  d  mj     If   !  ght  d       d  f   g  t      h 

yl  ffdxaiktprs         wl  t  gtdlf  y 

dl  ddytllast  B  dKlbt 

ivlmjh         ffdth  kfj  1  yf 

F  \  i)  Ih      h    p         ds  t      tl     h        mpl  lilts      d    bj    t 

dta         dflmslfth         kfjg         1 
f  C     w  y        plj  t    th     1    t    1  f  U     1  tt  IB        tly     d 

t         f  h     d  pi    ty      d    aj  tv  —    Wh  t  J  pi       d  t        U 

t       d      y  p    m  t         h      J  j  pi  Th  th    g 

t       d     ry        t       ly  th  t       h      pi       w         t  th    ght    f 
Thg      ral      dura        I       ntwhhy  h        ypmfdfli 

might  b         dwdwtl  gftW  bttwf  t 

g        iillyknldd\\kn'btthgrtrd  ip 

and  tb    gr    t  W    h   4,t  th  t       t     I       t     ly  as 

haatptdt         1       pd  hhtNthdlptdt 

any  superiority  in  peisond  qualities  over  my  brother  brigadiers,  for  whom 
I  Jiave  much  regard.  But  you.  Sir,  and  the  groat  Frederic,  know  per- 
fectly well,  that  this  trade  is  not  learnt  in  a  few  months.    I  have  served 
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TO   GOVERNOR  COOKE. 

Valley  Forge,  31  Deceiiibci',  1777. 

Sir, 

By  Lieutenant-Colonel  Barton,  I  was  honored  with 
your  favor  of  the  5th  ultimo,  with  its  enclosures.  The 
spirit  and  disposition  of  this  gentleman  for  enterprise, 
and  of  the  officers  concerned  with  him,  in  capturing 
General  Prescott,  give  them  a  high  cMm  to  the  thanks 
and  esteem  of  their  country.  Congress,  persuaded  of 
this,  promoted  Mr.  Barton  on  the  24th  instant  to  the 
rank  and  pay  of  a  colonel  in  the  service  of  the  States, 
and  recommended  him  to  me  for  employment.  To 
their  and  your  recommendations  I  would  wilhngly  pay 
the  utmost  attention.  But  at  present  it  is  impossible 
for  me  to  introduce  Colonel  Barton  into  the  army,  with- 
out injuring  others  and  creating  disgust,  there  being 
now  a  full  and  indeed  over  proportion  of  officers,  of 
which  he  is  convinced. 

Under  these  circumstances  I  would  take  the  liberty 
to  mention,  that,  if  your  State  should  raise  and  continue 
troops  for  their  own  defence,  his  past  merit  and  that 
of  the  other  officers  afford  favorable  grounds  to  hope, 
if  they  should  be  in  command,  that  their  services  would 
be  attended  with  no  small  benefits.     I  am,  &.c. 

steadily  tl    t    j  tii  t  is,  tefore  some  of  my  comrade  brig-adiers  were 

born.  TJ  fid  t  think  that  it  will  be  found  marvellous  and  in- 
credible f  I  m  d  h  re  a  number  of  men,  which  falls  much  short  of 
what  I  i            mm    d  d  there  many  years  in  an  old  army. 

"  How  Sir  by  tl    complexion  of  your  letter,  and  by  the  two  re- 

ceptions J       h        h  3  me  with  since  my  arrival,  I  perceive  that  I 

have  not  ti  1  pp  sa  f  being  agreeable  to  your  Escellency,  and  that 
I  can  e  p    t  pp    t   a  fulfilling  the  laborious  duty  of  an  inspector- 

general,  lint  n  to  give  you  or  any  officer  in  the  army  the  least 
uneasiness.  Therefore  I  am  very  ready  to  return  to  France,  and  to  thii 
army  whore  I  hope  I  shail  meet  with  no  frowns.  I  beg  Icavo  to  wish 
your  Excellency  a  happy  new  year  and  a  glorious  campaign."  — MS,  Let- 
tar,  Decemher  21st. 

VOL.  V.  R 
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TO   GOVERNOR  LIVIKGSTOy. 

Head-liuarters,  Valley  Forggj  31  December,  1777, 

Sir, 

It  being  of  great  importance  to  prevent  the  enem)' 
from  supplies  of  forage  and  provisions,  1  must  talce  the 
liberty  of  requesting  the  interposition  of  your  interest 
and  authority  for  this  purpose,  and  that  the  most  speedy 
and  suitable  measures  may  be  adopted  and  pursued, 
either  by  your  direction,  or  that  of  the  legislature  or 
councO,  for  the  removal  of  all  that  hes  in  the  vicinity 
of  the  Jersey  shore,  opposite  to  Philadelphia,  or  that 
may  be  within  the  reach  of  the  enemy's  foraging  par- 
ties, excepting  such  as  may  be  really  essential  for  the 
inhabitants'  use.  They  should  be  removed  so  far  back 
from  the  water,  that  they  will  not  be  in  danger  of  falling 
into  the  enemy's  hands.  I  am  not  without  power  and 
directions  from  Congress  to  act  myself  in  such  in- 
stances. But  I  would  wish  the  business  to  be  done 
by  civil  authority,  as  theu"  acts  will  create  less  jealousy 
and  disgust,  and  be  viewed  in  a  much  more  unexcep- 
tionable light. 

In  a  few  days  all  our  light-horse,  excepting  a  few 
that  will  remain  to  do  duty,  will  be  sent  to  Trenton, 
to  winter  and  recruit,  it  being  a  place  under  all  cir- 
cumstances the  best  adapted  to  that  end.  Besides 
recruiting,  they  will  serve  to  protect  the  country  from 
incursions  by  small  parties  of  the  enemy,  and  will  give 
security  to  our  stores  and  magazines.  In  addition  to 
these,  when  we  have  secured  and  fortified  our  camp, 
if  circumstances  will  possibly  admit,  I  will  send  a  few 
more  troops.  But  I  cannot  promise  that  they  will  be 
many,  the  army  being  now  much  reduced,  by  the  ex- 
piration of  the  service  of  several  regiments,  and  from 
other  causes  equally  ( 
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I  sincerely  feel  for  the  unhappy  condition  of  our  poor 
fellows  ill  the  hospitals,  and  wish  my  powers  to  relieve 
them  were  equal  to  my  inclination.  It  is  but  too  melan- 
choly a  truth,  that  our  hospital  stores  are  exceedingly 
scanty  and  deficient  in  every  instance,  and  I  fear  there 
is  no  prospect  of  their  shortly  being  better.  Our  diffi- 
culties and  distresses  are  certainly  great,  and  such  as 
wound  the  feelings  of  humanity.  Our  sick  naked,  and 
well  naked,  our  unfortunate  men  in  captivity  naked! 
You  were  certainly  right  in  representing  the  state  of 
the  sick,  that  they  may  be  made  more  happy  if  possible. 
I  have  ordered  a  field-officer  to  be  always  in  future  at 
the  hospitals,  and  hope  tJiat  he  will  contribute  ali  in  his 
power  to  accommodate  them,  and  prevent  some  of  the 
inconveniences,  which  you  mention,  and  which  are  of 
great  moment.  As  to  the  directors,  if  they  do  not 
afford  every  aid  in  their  power,  their  conduct  is  highly 
culpable,  and  deserves  the  severest  reprehension.  I  as- 
sure you,  Sir,  I  shall  ever  consider  myself  much  obliged 
by  your  information  of  any  grievances  or  abuses  respect- 
ing the  army,  and  shall  never  suppose  that  you  step  out 
of  your  proper  line  in  giving  it.  We  are  all  equally 
engaged  in  the  present  important  struggle,  and  in  the 
cause  of  humanity,  and  arc  equally  concerned  in  pro- 
moting  them.    I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c. 


TO   THE   PBliSIDENT   OF   CONGRESS. 

Valley  Forge,  3  Januaiy,  1778. 

Sir, 

I  take  the  liberty  of  transmitting  to  you  the  enclosed 

copies  of  a  letter  from  me  to  General  Conway,  since 

his  return  from  York  to  camp,  and  of  two  letters  from 

him  to  me,  which  you   will  be  pleased  to  lay  before 
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Congress.  I  shall  not  in  this  letter  animadvert  upon 
them  ;  but  after  making  a  single  observation,  submit  the 
whole  to  Congress. 

If  General  Conway  means,  by  cool  receptions,  men- 
tioned in  the  last  paragraph  of  his  letter  of  the  31st 
ultimo,  that  I  did  not  receive  him  in  the  language  of  a 
warm  and  cordial  friend,  I  readily  confess  the  charge. 
I  did  not,  nor  shall  I  ever,  till  I  am  capable  of  the  arts 
of  dissimulation.  These  I  despise,  and  my  feelings  will 
not  permit  me  to  make  professions  of  friendship  to  the 
man  I  deem  my  enemy,  and  whose  system  of  conduct 
forbids  it.  At  the  same  time,  truth  authorizes  me  to 
say,  that  he  was  received  and  treated  with  proper  re- 
spect to  his  official  character,  and  that  he  has  had  no 
cause  to  justify  the  assertion,  that  he  could  not  expect 
any  support  for  fulfilling  the  duties  of  his  appointment. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &lc. 

P.  S.  The  enclosed  extract  from  the  proceedings 
of  a  council  of  general  officers  will  show,  that  the  office 
of  inspector-general  was  a  matter  not  of  such  modern 
date,  as  General  Conway  mentions  it  to  be,  and  that  it 
was  one  of  the  regulations  in  view  for  the  reform  of 
the  army.  The  foreign  officers,  who  had  commissions 
and  no  commands,  and  who  were  of  abUity,  were  in- 
tended to  be  recommended  to  execute  it;  particularly 
the  Baron  d'Arendt,  with  whom  the  idea  originated, 
and  whose  capacity  seemed  to  be  well  admitted. 


TO  THE   PRESIDENT   OF   CONGRESS. 

Valley  Forge,  5  January,  1778. 
Sir, 
I  yesterday  evening  had  the  honor  of  your  favor  of 
(he  1st  instant,  with  its  several  enclosures.    The  letter 
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you  allude  to,  from  the  Committee  of  Congress  and 
Board  of  War,  came  to  hand  on  Saturday  morning;  but 
it  does  not  mention  the  regulations  adopted  for  remov- 
ing the  difSculties  and  failures  in  the  commissary  line. 
I  trust  they  wilt  be  vigorous,  or  the  army  cannot  exist. 
It  will  never  answer  to  procure  supplies  of  clothing  or 
provision  by  coercive  measures.  The  small  seizures 
made  of  the  former  a  few  days  ago,  in  consequence  of 
the  most  pressing  and  absolute  necessity,  when  that, 
or  to  dissolve,  was  the  alternanve,  excited  the  greatest 
alarm  and  uneasiness  even  among  our  best  and  warm- 
est friends.  Such  procedures  may  give  a  momentary 
relief;  but,  if  repeated,  will  prove  of  the  most  pernicious 
consequence.  Besides  spreading  disaffection,  jealousy, 
and  fear  among  the  people,  they  never  fail,  even  in  the 
most  veteran  troops  under  the  most  rigid  and  exact 
discipline,  to  raise  in  the  soldiery  a  disposition  to  hcen- 
tiousness,  to  plunder  and  robbery,  difficult  to  suppress 
afterwards,  and  which  has  proved  not  only  ruinous  to 
the  inhabitants,  but,  in  many  instances,  to  armies  them- 
selves. I  regret  the  occasion  that  compelled  us  to  the 
measure  the  other  day;  and  shall  consider  it  among  the 
greatest  of  our  misfortunes,  if  we  should  be  under  the 
necessity  of  practising  it  again. 

I  had  received  from  the  Board  of  War  a  copy  of 
the  resolutions  of  the  29th  ultimo,  and  published  such 
parts  in  orders  as  were  directed.  I  shall  endeavour, 
as  far  as  possible,  to  carry  the  intention  of  Congress 
into  execution,  respecting  the  extra  pay,  and  to  prevent 
any  from  receiving  it,  who  do  not  come  under  their  de- 
scription.* The  three  packets  with  commissions  came 
safe  to  hand.     I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c. 

*  As  soon  as  it  was  determined,  that  the  army  would  go  into  winter- 
quarters  at  Valley  Forge,  Congress  directed  General  Washington  to  in- 
form the  otSccrs  and  soldiers,  that,  in  consequence  of  "  their  soldierly 
VOL.  V.  27  R* 
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TO    COLONEL   SAMUEL  B.  WEBB. 

Valley  Forge,  8  Janimry,  1778. 
SlE, 

I  was  this  evening  favored  with  your  letter  of  the 
29th  uhimo.  I  had  heard  before  of  your  unfortunate 
expedition  and  captivity,  and  not  without  concern.  It 
would  give  me  pleasure  to  render  you  any  services  in 
my  power;  but  it  is  impossible  for  me  to  comply  with 
your  request,  without  violating  the  principles  of  justice, 
and  incurring  a  charge  of  partiality.  You  are  sensible, 
that  we  have  several  officers  now  m  captivity  with  the 
enemy,  of  your  rank  and  of  Lieutenant- Colonel  Camp- 
bell's rank,  who  have  been  in  this  unhappy  situation 
much  longer  than  you;  some  taken  when  General 
Thompson  was  defeated  at  the  Three  Rivers,  early  in 
1776;  others  at  Long  Island  in  August  following; 
others  at  Fort  Washington;  and  a  further  number  at 
the  battle  of  Germantown.  These  gentlemen  would 
surely  exclaim  loudly  against  my  conduct,  and  with  rea- 
son, were  any  distinctions  to  be  made  by  concurrence 
or  authority  to  their  prejudice.  So  far  as  exchanges 
have  depended  on  me,  or  as  they  rest  with  me,  they 
have  been  and  ever  will  be  conducted  on  one  prin- 
ciple, namely,  to  release  those  first,  who  were  first 
captured,  as  far  as  circumstances  of  rank  will  apply. 
There  is  no  other  rule  by  which  equal  and  impartial 
justice  can  be  done. 

I  know  there  have  been  some  exchanges  contrary 
to  this  rule,  but  they  were  not  made  with  my  privity, 
consent,  or  approbation.  In  a  word,  you  may  rest  as- 
sured, whenever  circumstances  will  put  it  in  my  power 


patience,  fidelity,  and  zeal  in  the  cause  of  their  country,"  one  month's 
pay  extraordinary  would  be  given  to  QS-ch.  —  Journals,  Decmba- SOIJi. 
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to  effect  your  exchange,  and  that  of  all  the  officers 
and  privates,  under  the  restrictions  I  have  mentioned, 
there  shall  not  be  a  moment's  delay  on  my  part;  but 
on  other  terms,  or  in  a  different  order,  you  will  find  on 
reflection  I  can  never  do  it.  Suppose  yourself  for  an 
instant  an  officer  taken  at  any  of  the  above  periods, 
you  would  consider  it  an  injury,  a  wrong,  an  act  of  high 
injustice  done  you,  if  one  captured  on  the  10th  of  De- 
cember last,  of  your  rank,  was  exchanged  before  you. 
Perhaps  on  your  return,  you  may  have  interest  enough 
with  your  acquaintances  to  obtain  your  release  on  pa- 
role, but  you  cannot  do  this  on  a  principle  of  having 
an  officer  sent  in  on  the  like  indulgence;  the  objections 
to  an  enlargement  on  pai^ole  out  of  due  course  in  such 
case  being  the  same,  as  to  an  exchange.  I  am,  dear 
Sir,  your  most  obedient  servant.* 

*  After  the  troops  had  marched  from  FisLldll  to  jom  General  Wash- 
ington, according  to  liis  directions,  General  Putnam  moved  down,  with 
a  part  of  the  forces  that  remained,  on  tlie  east  side  of  tiie  Hudson. 
When  General  Dickinson  made  hia  descent  upon  Staten  Island,  Putnam 
ordered  Parsone'a  and  Wainer's  brigades  to  march  towards  Kingsbrid^, 
with  the  view  of  maJdng  a  diversion  in  that  quarter.  Putnam  reconnoitred 
in  person  within  three  miles  of  Kingsbridge,  But,  there  being  no  oppor- 
tunity for  acting  with  effect  at  tiiat  point,  he  diverged  to  New  Rochelle, 
where  he  made  a  disposition  to  cross  over  to  Long  Island,  and  attack 
the  forts  at  Huntington  and  Satauket.  The  enemy  probably  got  intelli- 
gence of  this  design,  for  the  forts  were  evacuated  before  t)ie  preparations 
were  fuOy  completed. 

General  Putnam  remained  near  the  Sound  till  the  middle  of  December, 

when,  in  consequence  of  orders  from  the  Commander-in-chief,  he  returned 

with  his  troops  to  the  Highlands.    But  in  the  mean  time  an  enterprise, 

in  part  unsuccessful,  had   been   entrusted  to  the  separate  command  of 

General  Parsons  and  Colonel  Webb.    The  object  was  a  descent  upon 

Lout  Island    with  the  intention  to  destroy  the  t"    h  r  and  boards  pre- 

pdtth         tdfthlldtb         k         N'  York ;  to  destroy 

hhppgth         ttltpl         fmNptf     wood;  to  attack  a 

g"itt^        dht        Itml        ast       dfJ   naica ;  and  to  re- 

dtyht         pbl       t  hldbf    id'on  the  Island. 

B*Pl         fpt  ClIMgsTsto  land  at  Hempstead 

lb  d    tta  k  th         m     t  J     ai        C  1  nel  Webb  was  to 
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TO   THE   PRESIDENT   OF  CONGRESS. 

Valley  Forge,  9  January,  1773. 

Sir, 
The  power  Congress  have  been  pleased  to  vest  me 
with,  for  appointing  aids-de-camp,  I  shall  use  with 
economy,  and  I  will  not  appoint  more  at  any  time  than 
shall  be  necessary  and  essential  to  advance  the  public 
interest.  Any  future  appointments,  that  may  be  mate- 
rial, will  be  made  out  of  the  line  of  the  ai-my,  if  cir- 
cumstances will  allow  it.  In  general  this  has  been  the 
case.*    The  proceedings  of  Congress  for  the  detention 

laud  near  Huntington  to  sustain  Meigs,  and  afforil  such  aid  to  the  eastern 
division  as  should  be  wanted ;  and  General  Parsons  was  U>  conraiand  this 
dhision.  Meigs  was  to  cross  from  the  Saw-pits;  but,  when  the  time  ar- 
rived, the  winds  and  waves  were  so  boisterous,  that  he  could  not  proceed. 
The  other  two  divisions  sailed  from  Norwall:  on  the  evening  of  the  0th 
of  December  with  fair  prospects  ;  but  unfortunately  Colonel  Webb  the 
next  morning  fell  in  with  the  British  sloop  of  war.  Falcon,  and  was  forced 
on  ehore  with  his  party  so  far  from  the  beach,  that  they  were  all  talten 
prisonere.  When  the  boat  was  put  out,  the  surf  ran  so  high,  that  it 
immediately  filled  and  sunk,  and  there  were  no  means  of  escape.  Parsons 
landed  safely,  took  and  destroyed  a  sloop  loaded  with  timber,  and  also 
a,  great  quantity  of  boards  and  wood.  Captain  Hart,  of  this  party,  ivith 
about  forty  men,  attacked  several  boats  near  the  shore,  killed  eight  and 
wounded  eleven,  among  whom  was  the  captain  of  a  sloop  of  war.  General 
Parsons  returned  with  all  his  men,  and  twenty  of  the  enemy  prisoners. 
The  persona  taken  with  Colonel  Webb  were  four  officers  and  twenty 
privates  of  his  Continental  regiment,  and  forty  militia.  —  MS.  Letters  of 
Putnam,  Parsons,  and  Wtlh,  December  16th,  S9fh, 

*  Hitherto  the  Commander-in-chief  had  been  allowed  tliree  aids-de- 
camp. He  was  now  authorized  to  appoint  as  many  as  he  should  think 
proper.  In  cases  where  much  service  was  required,  it  had  bepn  his 
custom  to  appoint  extra  aids,  but  no  more  than  three  could  be  entitled 
to  pay  and  rank. 

In  compliance  with  the  strong  representations  of  the  Commander-in- 
chief,  the  Congress  were  at  this  time  deliberating  on  the  means  of 
correcting  abuses  in  the  army,  particularly  in  the  departments  for  sup- 
plying provision  and  clothing.  From  the  imperfect  organization  of  these 
departments,  or  fiom  bad  management  in  administering  them,  great 
sufferings  had  been  experienced  by  the  soldiers  during  the  preceding 
campaign.    On  the  10th  of  January,  it  was  decided  by  Congress,  Uiat  a 
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of  General  Burgoyne  and  his  army,  or  rather  suspend- 
ing their  embarkation,  till  the  convention  of  Saratoga  is 
explicitly  ratified  and  notified  by  the  court  of  Britain, 
shall  remain  secret  here  fill  they  are  duly  announced 
by  Congress.  This  procedure,  when  known  to  the 
General,  will  chagrin  him  much ;  for  I  learn  by  a  letter 
from  General  Heath,  that  the  refusal  to  let  his  troops 
embark  at  Rhode  Island,  or  in  the  Sound,  had  given 
him  some  uneasiness.  I  have  nothing  of  importance 
to  communicate ;  and  have  only  to  add,  that  I  have 
the  honor  to  be,  with  great  respect,  &.c. 


TO   BARON   STEUBEN. 
Head-Q,uavter3,  Valiey  Foi-ge,  9  January,  1778. 

Sir, 
I  yesterday  received  the  honor  of  yours  from  Ports- 
mouth,  enclosing   the   copy  of  a  letter  from   Messrs. 


tt  t  d  w  tl       pi    p         f      ff  t  g  11  th    d      bl 

bj    t     f     f  11      f    d      til  g     d     po  t  p]       f  fh 

mtoC^  Thp       nshnw       D        Rd       dFlm 

Cg  dGtMffl  dPk       gfmthBdf\^ 

Wh        t  w      f      1    lh  t  fJi        1  tt     g    tl  f  lly  p   d 

byth        ftildt        thyw  d       dtwmml)         ICgr 

Charles  Carroll  and  Gouverneur  Moms,  in  addition  to  the  ahove  three, 
wei-e  chosen  in  their  place.  The  committee  therefore  consisted  of  five 
members  of  Congi'ess,  who  repaired  immediately  to  Valley  Porga.  Gen- 
eral Washington  communicated  to  them  a  memoir,  extending  to  fifty 
folio  pages,  exhihiting  in  detail  the  existing  state  of  the  army,  the  de- 
ficiencies and  disorders,  with  their  causes,  and  suggesting  such  changes 
and  improvements  as  he  thought  essential.  This  formed  the  hasis  of 
the  plan  adopted  hy  the  committee,  who,  after  remaining  in  camp  nearly 
three  months,  returned  to  Congress,  The  report,  containing  the  result 
of  their  proceedings  and  the  new  scheme  of  the  army,  was  approved. — 
Jotimala,  Janmiy  lOtk,  I2tli,  20ffl. 
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Franklin  and  Deane,  the  original  of  which  I  shall  be 
glad  to  receive  from  your  own  hands,  as  soon  as  con- 
venient for  you  to  undertake  the  journey.  As  it  will 
lie  solely  with  Congress  to  make  a  suitable  provision 
for  you  in  the  American  army,  you  will  be  under  the 
necessity  of  prolonging  your  journey,  in  order  to  lay 
before  them  at  Yorktown  the  honorable  testimonials, 
which  you  bear  of  your  former  services.  I  return  you 
my  thanks  for  the  polite  manner  in  which  you  express 
your  desire  of  serving  under  me,  and  have  the  honor 
to  be,  Sir,  your  most  obedient  servant,* 


TO   THE   PRESIDENT   OF   CONGRESS. 

Head-Quai'ters,  13  .Taniiiirv,  1778. 

Sir, 
This  will  be  delivered  to  you  by  the  Chevalier  de 
Mauduit  Duplessis,  who  was  among  the  first  French 
officers,  that  joined  the  army  of  the  United  States. 
The  gallant  conduct  of  this  young  gentleman  at  Brandy- 
wine  and  Germantown,  and  his  distinguished  services  at 
Fort  Mercer,  where  he  united  the  offices  of  engineer 
and  commandant  of  artillery,  entitle  him  to  the  par- 
ticular notice  of  Congt-ess.  He  made  several  judicious 
alterations  in  the  works  at  Red  Bank,  showed  great 
good  conduct  during  the  action  in  which  the  Hessians 
were  repulsed,  and  was  spoken  of,  in  consequence,  in 
terms  of  the  highest  applause,  by  the  commanding 
officer  of  the  post.  After  the  evacuation  was  deter- 
mined upon,  he  became  the  means  of  saving  some 
valuable  artillery  and  stores,  and  cheerfully  undertook, 
as  volunteer,  the  hazardous  operation  of  blowing  up  the 

*  See  copies  of  the  testimonials,  and  other  particulars  respecting  the 
Baron  Steuben,  in  the  Appendix,  No.  X. 
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magazine,  without  the  apparatus  usually  provided  upon 
such  occasions.  I  must  further  add  in  Monsieur  Du- 
plessis's  favor,  that  he  possesses  a  degree  of  modesty 
not  always  found  in  men,  who  have  performed  brilliant 
actions.  It  is  with  pleasure,  therefore,  that  I  recom- 
mend it  to  Congress  to  grant  him  a  brevet  of  lieutenant- 
colonel  ;  a  reward  due  to  his  merit,  and  which  will  not 
have  the  inconvenience  of  occasioning  any  dissatisfac- 
tion ill  the  corps  to  which  he  belongs. 

As  some  particular  circumstances  have  prevented 
Monsieur  Duplessis  from  waiting  upon  Congress  sooner, 
I  hope  there  will  be  no  diificulty  in  antedating  the 
brevet,  so  that  the  recompense  may  more  immediately 
follow  the  services,  which  he  has  done.  At  the  same 
time,  that  there  may  not  be  any  uneasiness  on  the  part 
of  Monsieur  Fleury,  whom  Congress  have  been  pleased 
to  reward  in  the  same  way,  and  as  their  times  of  ser- 
vice are  nearly  equal  in  France,  I  would  propose  that 
Monsieur  Duplessis's  brevet  should  bear  the  same  date, 
namely,  the  26th  of  November.     1  have  the  honor,  &c.*' 


TO    MAJOR-GEiVEEAI.    ARlfOLD.t 

Head-Quarters,  Valley  Forcre,  20  January,  1778. 

Dear  Sir, 

Enclosed  you  will  receive  a  commission,  by  which 

you  will  find,  that  you  are  restored  to  the  rank  you 

claim  in  the  line  of  the  army.     This  I  transmit  by  di- 

recdon  of  Congress,  and  in  pursuance  of  their  resolu- 

*  Congress  complied  in  every  particular  with  the  request  contained 
in  this  letter.  —  Journals,  Januan/  17ffl. 

t  Gaiieral  Arnold  and  General  Lincoln  were  at  fiiis  time  in  Albany, 
not  having  yet  sufficiently  recovered  from  tlieir  ivounds  to  be  removed 
from  that  place. 
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tion  of  the  29th  of  November.  The  situation  of  my 
papers  and  the  want  of  blanif  commissions  prevented 
my  doing  it  before.  May  I  venture  to  ask  whether  you 
are  upon  your  legs  again,  and,  if  you  are  not,  may  I 
flatter  myself  that  you  will  be  soon?  There  is  none, 
who  wishes  more  sincerely  ibr  this  event,  than  I  do,  or 
who  will  receive  the  information  with  more  pleasure. 
I  shall  expect  a  favorable  account  upon  the  subject ; 
and  as  soon  as  your  situation  will  permit,  I  request 
that  you  will  repair  to  this  army,  it  being  my  earnest 
wish  to  have  your  services  the  ensuing  campaign.  In 
hopes  of  this,  I  have  set  you  down  in  an  arrangement 
now  under  consideration,  and  for  a  command,  which  I 
trust  will  be  agreeable  to  yourself,  and  of  great  advan- 
tage to  the  public. 

I  have  nothing  of  importance  to  inform  you  of  in  the 
military  line,  that  is  new  or  interesting.  The  enemy 
still  remain  in  possession  of  Philadelphia,  and  have  se- 
cured themselves  by  a  strong  chain  of  redoubts,  with 
intrenchments  of  communication  from  the  Schuylkill  to 
the  Delaware.  We,  on  our  part,  have  taken  a  post  on 
the  west  side  of  the  former  about  twenty  miles  from 
the  city,  and  with  much  pains  and  industry  have  got 
the  troops  tolerably  well  covered  in  huts.  We  have  to 
regret  that  we  are  not  in  more  comfortable  quarters, 
but  these  could  not  be  found,  unless  we  had  retired  to 
the  towns  in  the  more  interior  part  of  the  State ;  the 
consequence  of  which  would  have  been  distress  to  the 
virtuous  citizens  of  Philadelphia,  who  had  fled  thither 
for  protection,  and  the  exposure  of  a  considerable  tract 
of  fertile  country  to  ravage  and  ruin. 

I  am,  dear  Sir,  with  great  esteem  and  regard,  &c. 
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TO  MAJOR-GENEEAL  LIA^COLN. 

Head-Ciuarteia,  Valley  Porge,  20  Januaiy,  1/78. 
My  DEAR  Sir, 
By  the  enclosed  copies  of  two  resolutions  of  Con- 
gress, you  will  perceive  that  they  have  restored  General 
Arnold  to  the  rank  he  claims  in  the  hne  of  genera] 
officers,  and  have  directed  me  to  grant  him  a  com- 
mission for  that  purpose.  This  I  have  done,  and  he 
win  receive  it  by  the  conveyance  by  which  this  goes. 
From  your  peculiar  situation,  and  being  one  of  the 
officers  within  the  operation  of  the  resolves,  I  have 
been  induced  to  communicate  the  matter  to  you.  I 
am  too  sensible,  my  dear  Sir,  of  your  disposition  to 
justice  and  generosity,  of  your  wishes  to  see  every 
man  in  the  possession  of  his  rightful  claim,  not  to  be 
convinced,  that  you  will  cheerfully  acquiesce  in  a  meas- 
ure calculated  for  that  end.  In  this  instance  General 
Arnold  is  restored  to  a  violated  right,  and  the  resti- 
tution I  hope  will  be  considered  by  every  gendeman 
concerned,  as  I  am  sure  it  will  by  you,  as  an  act  of 
necessary  justice. 

May  I  hope  that  you  are  recovered  from  your  wound, 
and  if  you  are  not,  that  you  will  be  soon  1  There  is 
none,  who  wishes  more  sincerely  for  this  event,  than 
I  do,  or  who  will  receive  the  information  with  more 
pleasure.  I  request  that  you  will  write  to  me  upon  the 
subject,  and  let  your  account  be  favorable  and  pleasing. 
As  soon  as  your  situation  will  permit,  I  shall  be  happy 
to  see  yon,  it  being  my  earnest  wish  to  have  your 
services  the  ensuing  campaign.  In  hope  of  this,  I 
have  set  you  down  in  an  arrangement  now  under  con- 
sideration.   I  am.  Sir,  &c. 
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TO   SIR  WILLIAM   HOWE. 

Head-Quarters,  20  January,  IJ78. 

Sir, 

Your  letter  of  the  8th  instant,  enclosmg  Lieutenant 
Eyre's  representation,  was  duly  received.  I  am  not  at 
liberty  to  contradict  the  facts,  which  he  has  related ; 
but  I  am  inclined  to  think,  from  his  own  statement,  that 
his  conduct  has  not  been  so  discreet,  as  it  should  have 
been ;  and  that,  if  he  experienced  a  severer  treatment, 
than  had  been  usuaUy  imposed  upon  officers,  prisoners 
with  us,  rt  proceeded  in  some  measure  at  least  from 
that  cause.  But  were  not  this  the  case,  if  the  insults 
and  incivilities,  which  Mr.  Eyre  complains  of  having 
suffered,  were  ever  so  unprovoked  by  him,  though  I 
wish  not  to  justify  them,  yet  I  cannot  forbear  observ- 
ing, that  they  are  not  to  be  wondered  at,  since  the 
accounts  generally  received  of  the  treatment  of  our 
oiKcers  in  your  hands  are  replete  with  instances  of  the 
most  flagrant  indignities,  and  even  crueUies. 

Americans  have  the  feelings  of  sympathy,  as  well  as 
other  men.  A  series  of  injuries  may  exhaust  then*  pa- 
tience, and  it  is  natural,  that  the  suff'erings  of  their 
filends  in  captivity  should  at  length  irritate  them  into 
resentment,  and  to  acts  of  retaliation.  If  you  suppose 
Mr.  Eyre's  representation  to  be  just,  and  that  he  es- 
caped from  a  rigorous  confinement,  under  no  obligation 
of  parole,  I  cannot  conceive  upon  what  principle  you 
still  consider  him  my  prisoner.  But,  if  you  are  of  a 
different  opinion,  I  shall  expect  some  gentleman  of  ours 
in  your  possession,  who  was  taken  in  a  similar  charac- 
ter, in  return  for  hira.  He  was  reported  to  me,  at  the 
time  of  his  capture,  as  a  volunteer,  in  which  light  I  sdll 
view  him.  The  officer  you  mention  did  not  attend  the 
flag  of  truce  with  ray  knowledge  or  consent.    His  con- 
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duct  was  reprehensible,  and  I  fcope  an  instance  of  this 
sort  will  not  happen  again. 

Mr.  James  Bayard  was  taken  prisoner  near  the 
Swedes'  Ford,  the  day  your  army  crossed  the  Schuyl- 
kill. He  had  just  returned  from  college,  and  had  no 
rank  in  or  connexion  with  the  army.  He  is  not  to  be 
considered  as  a  prisoner  of  war,  but  as  a  citizen,  and 
as  such,  his  friends  will  propose  an  exchange  for  him. 
I  am.  Sir,  &c. 


TO    GOVEBN'OR  LIVINGSTON. 

Valley  Forge,  20  January,  1778. 
SiK, 

I  last  night  received  a  letter  from  Colonel  Dayton, 
informing  me,  that  John  and  Baker  Hendricks  and  John 
Meeker  had  been  apprehended  upon  a  supposition  of 
their  carrying  on  an  illegal  correspondence  with  the 
enemy,  as  they  had  been  several  times  upon  Staten 
Island,  and  that  they  were  to  be  tried  for  their  lives  in 
consequence. 

In  justice  to  these  men,  I  am  bound  to  take  this 
earliest  opportunity  of  informing  you,  that  they  were 
employed  by  Colonel  Dayton  last  summer  to  procure 
intelligence  of  the  movements  of  the  enemy,  while  upon 
Staten  Island,  for  which  purpose  I  granted  them  pass- 
ports, allowing  them  to  carry  small  quajitities  of  pro- 
visions, and  to  bring  back  a  few  goods,  the  better  to 
cover  their  real  designs.  Colonel  Dayton  informs  me, 
that  they  executed  their  trust  faithfully.  This  I  very 
well  remember,  that  what  intelligence  he  communiated 
to  me,  and  which,  he  says,  came  principally  through 
them,  was  generally  confirmed  by  the  event.  Upon 
these  considerations,  I  hope  you  will  put  a  stop  to  the 
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prosecution,  imless  other  matters  appear  against  them. 
You  must  be  well  convinced,  that  it  is  indispensably 
necessary  to  make  use  of  such  means  to  procure  in- 
telligence. The  persons  employed  must  bear  the  sus- 
picion of  being  thought  inimical ;  and  it  is  not  in  their 
power  to  assert  their  innocence,  because  that  would  get 
abroad  and  destroy  the  confidence  which  the  enemy 
puts  in  them.     I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c. 


TO   CAPTAIN   HENRY   LEE. 

Valley  Forge,  21  January,  1778. 

My  dear  Lee, 

Although  I  have  given  you  my  thanks  m  the  general 
orders  of  this  day,  for  the  iate  instance  of  your  gallant 
behaviour,  I  cannot  resist  the  inclination  I  feel  to  repeat 
them  again  in  this  manner.  I  needed  no  fresh  proofs 
of  your  merit,  to  bear  you  in  remembrance.  I  waited 
only  for  the  proper  time  and  season  to  show  it ;  those, 
I  hope,  are  not  far  off.  I  shall  also  think  of  and  will 
reward  the  merit  of  Lindsay,  when  an  opening  presents, 
as  far  as  I  can  consistently;  and  I  shall  not  forget  the 
corporal,  whom  you  have  recommended  to  my  notice. 
Offer  my  sincere  thanks  to  the  whole  of  your  gallant 
party,  and  assure  them,  that  no  one  felt  pleasure  more 
sensibly,  or  rejoiced  more  sincerely  for  your  and  their 
le,  than  your  affectionate,  &lc.* 


*  Fr<m  Captain  Lee's  hellers.  —  "I  sia  to  inform  your  Excellency  of 
an  action,  whicli  happened  this  morning,  between  a  party  of  tlie  enemy's 
dragoons  and  my  troop  of  liorae.  They  were  near  two  hundred  in  num- 
ber, and  by  a  very  cirCQitous  route  endeavoured  to  surprise  me  in  quar- 
ters. About  daybreak  they  appeared.  We  were  immediately  alarmed, 
and  manned  the  doors  and  windows.  The  contest  was  very  warm ;  the 
British  dragoons  trusting  to  their  vast  superiority  in  number,  attempted 
to  force  their   way   into  the  house.     In  this  they  were   baffled   by   the 
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TO   MAJOR-GENERAL  HEATH. 

Head-Q,uarters,  Valley  Forge,  92  January,  1778. 

Dear  Sir, 

You  will,  I  suppose,  before  this  time  have  received 
orders  from  Congress,  respecting  the  delaying  of  the 
embarkation  of  General  Burgoyne  and  his  army  till  the 
convention  is  ratified  in  Great  Britain.  By  this  step 
General  Burgoyne  will,  it  is  more  than  probable,  look 
upon  himself  as  released  from  all  former  ties,  and  con- 
sequently at  liberty  to  make  use  of  any  means  to  effect 
an  escape.  I  would  therefore  have  you  increase  the 
vigilance,  and,  if  necessa;^,  the  strength  of  your  guards. 
All  magazines  of  arms  should  be  removed  from  Bos- 
ton and  the  neighbourhood;  for  if  any  attempt  is  made, 
it  must  be  by  first  seizing  upon  arms  to  force  their 
way. 

I  cannot  think  with  you,  that  the  operations  of  tJie 
next  campaign  will  be  ag^nst  New  England,  unless 
the  enemy  are  much  more  strongly  reinforced,  than  I 
think  they  have  any  chance  of  being.     They  know  the 

bravery  of  my  men.  After  having  left  two  killed  and  fmir  wounded,  they 
desisted  and  sheered  off.  We  are  trying  to  intercept  them.  Colonel 
Stevens  has  pushed  a  party  of  infanfry  to  reach  their  rear.  So  well  di- 
rected was  tiie  opposition,  that  we  drove  them  from  the  stables  and  saved 
every  horse.     We  havp  fot  the  arms  some  cloaks  &c  of  the"  d  d 

Th         ly    1  m  g     I     t  p  t  k  f  I    ht  d  d  by 

L     t        t  L    d    J      I  ppreh  b    t  tl     p  t   1        TJ 


Tptbl  ttlptltthi  tk        tm 

t  Id  ti   J    m  d         b  tan  Th     q      t  m     t  g      t       h 

p    a     tly  f   ra  q      t        p         t     tl  m  t     f  tl 

b  m   h  was    1      t  k  Th    1  t        d    t     d    th  t 

d  f      p      t     tai     ,  1  eut.nant  and  two  pnvates  wounded.    By 

what  I  can  learn  from  the  people  of  Derby,  the  enemy's  loss  is  as  follows ; 
three  privates  dead ;  one  commissioned  olEcer,  one  sergeant,  and  three 
privates  wounded." 
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unanimity  and  spirit  of  the  people  too  well  to  attempt 
it  by  detachment;  and  should  they  send  a  considerable 
body  from  Philadelphia,  they  must  either  remain  be- 
sieged in  tlie  town,  which  would  be  ignominious,  or 
risk  a  defeat  should  they  come  into  the  field  with  in- 
considerable numbers.  The  troops,  who  went  back 
from  Philadelphia  to  New  York,  were  I  believe  only 
intended  for  the  security  of  that  city.  The  garrison 
was  so  small,  after  the  reinforcements  had  been  sent  to 
General  Howe,  that  the  inhabitants  complained  much 
of  their  being  abandoned,  and  the  troops  were  returned 
to  quiet  them.  This  being  merely  matter  of  opinion, 
it  should  not  relax  your  endeavours  to  perfect  the  ne- 
cessary defences  of  the  harbour,  and  to  fix  upon  signals 
which  may  at  all  times  alarm  the  country  upon  any 
sudden  invasion.    I  am,  &,c. 


TO   COLONEL   WALTER   STEWART. 

Head-Quaiters,  93  Jammry,  1778. 

Dear  Sir, 
I  have  been  favored  with  yours  of  the  ISth.  I  should 
have  answered  it  by  the  return  of  your  officer,  but  he 
omitted  to  call  upon  me.  I  spoke  to  Mr.  Blaine,  com- 
missary of  purchases,  respecting  the  insufficiency  of  his 
deputies.  He  promised  to  go  over  himself  or  send  a 
proper  person  to  assist  you  and  to  keep  them  to  their 
duty.  I  am  amazed  at  the  report  you  make  of  the 
quantity  of  provision  that  goes  daily  into  Philadelphia 
from  the  county  of  Bucks.  I  must  beg  you  to  look 
into  the  matter,  and  endeavour  to  find  out  whether  it 
proceeds  from  the  remissness  of  our  guards,  or  whether 
any  of  our  officers  connive  at  it.  This  latter  has  been 
hinted  to  me. 
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I  am  told  that  Genera!  Lacey,  who  succeeds  General 
Potter,  is  an  active  officer,  and  well  acquainted  with  all 
the  roads  of  that  country.  If  any  particular  mode  of 
cutting  off  this  pernicious  intercourse  strikes  you,  be 
pleased  to  communicate  it  to  him.  The  property  talten, 
with  the  horses  and  carriages  that  transport  it,  should 
be  seized  without  distinction ;  and  if  any  of  the  persons 
are  proper  objects  to  make  examples  of,  it  must  be 
done.  They  have  had  sufficient  warnings,  and  cannot 
therefore  plead  ignorance  in  excuse  of  their  crime. 
I  am,  dear  Sir,  Sec* 


TO  MAJOR-GENERAL   PUTNAM. 

Valley  Forge,  25  January,  1778. 

Dear  Sir, 
I  begin  to  be  very  apprehensive  that  the  season  will 
entirely  pass  away,  before  any  thing  material  will  be 
done  for  the  defence  of  Hudson's  River.  You  are  well 
acquainted  with  the  great  necessity  there  is  for  having 
the  works  there  finished,  as  soon  as  possible;  and  I 
most  earnestly  desire,  that  the  strictest  ittention  miy 

■*"  A  brig  had  been  taken  in  the  Dl  typjf        [bl 

uig  to  the  detacliment  under  Gene  al  S      H        d    t  "Wil    mot  Ti 

following  request  by  G         1  \\  a=l  n      n  t    G       al  Sm'tllw     1 

ia  characteristic    fhlblty      dnl  tf  mind 

"  A  few  days    gl  d  yplltttrmD  B 

surgeon  of  the  fift       h       m     t,!Btil       q     tgmet       tnhm 
aome  valuable  mdlra  pttain        Ihbg  Sjrom  t         He 

says  they  are  pa  k  d  t  h    d    f  p    t  11    lib     y  and     n    t    f 

Doctor  Cullen'a  Lectures  on  the  Practice  of  Medicine,  thirty-nine  or  forty 
volumes ;  Cullen's  Lectures  on  the  Institutions  of  Medicine,  eighteen  vol- 
umes ;  Anatomical  Lectures,  eight  volumes ;  and  Doctor  Black  on  Ghem- 
istry,  nine  volumes  ;  the  whole  in  octavo.  If  they  can  be  found,  I  beg 
that  they  may  be  sent  up  to  me,  that  I  may  return  thom  to  the  Doctor. 
I  have"  no  otlier  view  in  doing  tiiis,  than  that  of  showing  o 
that  we  do  not  war  against  the  s 
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be  paid  to  every  matter,  which  may  contribute  to  finish- 
ing and  putting  them  in  a  respectable  state  before  the 
spring.* 

I  wish  you  had  not  waited  for  returns  of  the  militia 
to  furnish  me  with  a  state  of  the  troops  in  that  quarter; 
and,  if  you  do  not  get  them  in  before  you  receive  this, 
you  will  please  to  let  me  have  an  accurate  return  of  the 
Continental  troops  alone,  it  being  absolutely  necessary 
that  I  should  know  the  strength  of  your  command  as 
soon  as  possible.  I  congratulate  you  on  the  success  of 
your  two  little  parties  against  the  enemy,  which  I  dare 
say  will  prevent  their  making  so  extensive  excursions 

Th   f  d    tl  k       th    Hghl    d  t     1yd       1  I    d 

bj  tl     B  t   t        d  t  b       m       q      t         f     m        p    tin  h  ti 

thy  1     Id  b        t     d      tl       f  p     t  wpl  h    lib 

1    t  d  f      tl    t  p  rp  \b     t  tl     b  g      in      f  J  J  tl      ^     md 

w  imdbyC         IPtmG  CltG         IJ 

C't  d  lUgtlm  IwRdfith 

F        ^         m  dtlj  IJ  ptRd^  tdth 

P  th  t   W    t  P      t  th  t    1     bl     pi         t     b     f   t  fi  d 

Rdifippodthd  th  dblh  dlw 

p  mm  Idgdt  h  thtth  t  frrtClt  pssssd 
dtagmhp  tWtPtAth         ^  asm 

f  dhdtl        nfid  tCgT  dthCmdui 

bftwd         dpdtbyG         IPti       t  IttIC 

cjl  and  Assembly  of  New  York,  before  he  came  to  a  final  determination. 
A  committee  was  appointed  by  those  bodies,  who  spent  three  days  re- 
connoitring the  borders  of  the  river  in  the  Highlands,  and  they  were 
unanimous  in  favor  of  West  Point,  agi'eeing  herein  with  every  otlier 
person  authorized  to  act  in  the  aflair,  except  tbe  engineer.  It  was  ac- 
cordingly decided,  on  the  13th  of  January,  that  the  fortifications  should 
be  erected  at  West  Point.  —  Pvinam's  MS.  Letter,  Janwtry  im.  —  ifcr- 
dare's  Memoiial. 

General  Putnam  wrote,  on  the  ISth  of  February,  in  reply  to  the  above 
letter  fron)  the  Commander-in-chief;. — 

"  At  my  request  the  legislature  of  this  State  have  appointed  a  com- 
mittee, to  affit  the  phc-e-  and  manner  of  securing  the  river,  and  to  afford 
some  assistance  m  expcditrng  the  work.  The  state  of  affairs  now  at 
this  post,  you  will  please  to  observe,  is  as  follows.  The  chain  and  ne- 
cessary anchors  ate  contracted  for,  to  be  completed  by  the  first  of  April ; 
and,  from  the  intelligence  I  hive  received,  there  is  reason  to  believe  they 
will  be  finished  by  that  time      Parts  of  the  boom  intended  to  have  been 
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for  some  time  at  leasL  One  circumstance  however  1 
cannot  avoid  taking  notice  of,  that  our  officers,  who 
have  been  but  a  very  short  time  in  the  enemy's  hands, 
reap  the  advantages  of  any  captures  which  happen  to 
be  made  by  us.  This  must  not  be  practised  in  future, 
as  it  is  the  height  of  injustice,  and  will,  if  continued, 
draw  upon  us  the  censures  of  the  officers,  who  have 
been  for  a  long  dme  sufFermg  all  the  rigors  of  a  severe 
captivity.  The  proper  mode  of  proceeding  is,  to  de- 
liver them  into  the  hands  of  the  commissary  of  pris- 
oners, who  must  be  best  acquainted  with  the  propriety 
of  complying  with  the  claims  of  our  officers  in  their 
hands.  I  shall  represent  your  situation,  in  the  money 
way,  to  the  paymaster-general,  and  order  such  meas- 
ures to  be  taken  as  may  relieve  you.     I  am,  Sir,  &c. 

used  at  Tort  Montgomery,  sufficient  for  this  place,  are  remaining.  Some 
of  the  iron  ia  exceedingly  bad;  this  I  hope  to  have  replaced  with  good 

Th      1  d    f       w  11  b  pi  t  d  by  th    t  m    tl 

wU     d     t    f       k    gtl  Th     btt  tl     wt  dth     t   t 

t  tl    in  1    d      t      Tl      I  tf  ft      tl     wait         I      d    d 

y    i  d    tw     t  f    t  b         f  irt         1     t  hjgh    tl      ia/      t 

mh     t    th    f    t     Th    If  t      1         t    b        mpl  tdbyth    tm 


Clmt 


tl      pi 


d      th  my  p    t  I  11  h    w    h  1^  t  pi  t     t       tl     b    t      _ 

m    t       p   i  tl         m  Barr    I  d  h  t    f        b     t  th        h     d     1 

m  pltd,dl.nk3fbtth  h  ij 

•i     A.       d  t    tl  ]  a.  h        ml        th         t  difE    1  j 

M  im     t  pt  ti  d      m    ul  t        ivith  th       m  U 

p  t  «     Whit     PI    na         d        til  h         1  b     fitt  d  f     th 

re    pti       I  h        ti     ght  b    t  t  tl        th  m  tl  t  th 

tiyfrnth  ft}  jDbis  t  fit 

tb        dd        dtyth       hgt  blkt       th       gmt 

■\iyfwl  th  I  hrt,aid         tfthmh  th 

tokigbh  llSaJmp  fltdtfirs 

th         ni       t    t  d         bl     t  k         tl      £  Id      S  1 

hand    dm  ddl        mlylwtf  yppi 

1  th  p    mitt  d  t    b      t  pp  d    t  ft     p    t     G         IP 

has  returned  to  camp  some  time  since,  and  takes  upon  himself  the  com- 
mand to-morrow,  when  I  shall  set  out  for  Connecticut," 
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TO   THE   BOARD   OF   WAB. 

Valley  Forge,  26  January,  1778. 

Gentlemen, 

This  evening  I  have  received  a  letter  from  Lieu- 
tenant-Colonel Smith  at  Lancaster,  advising  me  of  the 
confinement  of  the  British  officers,  who  were  going 
with  the  clothing  and  medicine  for  the  prisoners  in  our 
hands.  This  measure  I  consider  rather  unfortunate,  as 
they  came  out  by  my  permission,  and  in  consequence 
of  a  stipulation  between  myself  and  General  Howe. 
The  officers  are  a  Hessian  and  British  regimental 
quartermaster,  and  a  doctor  and  two  mates.  They  had 
passports  signed  by  one  of  my  aids,  who  met  them  at 
our  most  advanced  post,  and  were  attended  by  a  cap- 
tain and  lieutenant  of  our  army. 

Mr.  Boudinot,  I  am  persuaded,  was  mistaken  in  his 
representation  respecting  General  Howe's  forbidding 
any  more  provisions  being  sent  in  by  water,  as  the  only 
information  he  had  was  derived  from  a  postscript  in  a 
letter  from  him  to  me,  namely,  "  A  sloop  with  flour  has 
been  received  yesterday  evening,  for  the  use  of  the 
prisoners  here ;  but  I  am  to  desu-e,  that  no  more  flags 
of  truce  may  be  sent  by  water,  either  up  or  down  the 
river,  without  leave  being  previously  obtained."  As  to 
clothing,  I  have  no  doubt  but  General  Howe  has  denied 
us  the  liberty  of  purchasing.  This  is  now  a  subject  of 
difference  between  us,  and  the  design  of  our  insisting, 
that  he  shall  victual  his  troops  in  our  hands  by  a  cer- 
tain day,  is  to  oblige  him  to  consent  to  that  measure. 
But  it  should  not,  in  my  opinion,  prevent  him  from 
senduig  clothes  to  the  prisoners,  especially  as  he  had 
obtained  my  consent  for  the  same,  so  long  ago  as  the 
last  day  of  J^fovember,  in  consideration  of  his  assurances 
to  permit  a  commissary  of  ours  to  go  into  Philadelphia, 
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with  necessaries  for  our  people  in  his  hands.  Matters 
being  thus  circumstanced,  and  the  conclusion  of  your 
letter  to  Colonel  Smith  directing  the  officers  to  be  se- 
cured till  further  orders,  either  from  the  Board  of  War 
or  from  me,  I  have  written  to  him  to  release  and  permit 
them  to  pursue  theu-  route.    I  have  the  honor,  Slc* 


TO   MAJ0R-GE2fERAL   GATES. 

Valley  Forge,  27  January,  17(8. 
SlE, 

Your  two  letters  of  the  24th  instant  came  to  hand. 
Before  the  receipt  of  the  first,  I  had  written  to  you  upon 
the  subject  contained  in  it,  in  consequence  of  your  let- 
ter to  the  commanding  officer  at  Lancaster,  which  had 
been  transmitted  to  inc.  As  that  will  inform  you  fully 
respecting  the  British  officers  and  clothing,  I  will  not 
trouble  you  with  a  repetition  of  the  matter.  I  must 
observe,  however,  that  the  number  of  officers  and  men, 
who  came  out,  does  not  appear  to  me  so  very  extraor- 
dinary, considering  the  various  duties  ±ey  have  to  per- 
form, and  the  amount  of  wagons  and  necessaries  they 
have  in  charge.  The  officers  are  under  parole,  and  the 
party  unarmed,  nor  will  the  state  of  this  army  admit 
large  escorts  to  be  detached;  and  if  it  were  much  more 
respectable,  I  should  apprehend  two  oflicers  sufficient 
to  attend  the  flag.  I  should  have  been  happy,  if  the 
officers  and  clothing  had  not  been  seized,  as  it  destroys 
that  confidence,  which  should  ever  be  had  in  pass- 
ports, and  involves  consequences  of  a  delicate  nature. 
In  answer  to  the  last  clause  of  your  letter,  respecting 
the  detention  of  the  clothing,  I  refer  you  to  my  letter 

*  See  a  farther  explanation  of  this  affair  in  Marshall's  lAfe  of  Wasli- 
ivgton,  Vol.  m.  p.  430. 
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of  yesterday,  by  which  you  will  perceive,  that  there  is 
a  particular  agreement  between  General  Howe  and 
myself,  under  the  sanction  of  which  they  came  out. 

I  am  much  obhged  by  your  pohte  request  of  my 
opinion  and  advice  on  the  expedition  to  Canada  and 
other  occasions.  In  the  present  instance,  as  I  neither 
know  the  extent  of  the  objects  in  view,  nor  the  means 
to  be  employed  to  effect  them,  it  is  not  in  my  power 
to  pass  any  judgment  upon  the  subject.  I  can  only 
sincerely  wish,  that  success  may  attend  it,  both  as  it 
may  advance  the  public  good,  and  on  account  of  the 
personal  honor  of  the  Marquis  de  Lafayette,  for  whom 
I  have  a  very  particular  esteem  and  regard.  Your 
letter  was  dehvered  to  him  in  a  little  time  after  it  came 
to  my  hands,  and  he  proposes  to  set  out  for  Yorktown 
to-morrow.* 

Agreeably  to  your  request  I  shall  order  Hazen's 
regiment  to  march  from  Wilmington  to  this  place,  from 
whence  it  will  immediately  proceed  towards  Albany. 
As  some  particular  purpose  seems  to  be  intended  by 
desiring  this  regiment,  I  am  induced  to  part  with  it, 
notwithstanding  our  force  will  ill  bear  the  smallest  dimi- 
nution.    I  am,  Sir,  your  most  obedient  servant. 


TO   MAJOB-GENERAL   CHARLES   LEE. 

Valley  Foi'ge,  97  January,  1778, 

Dear  Sir, 
I  last  night  received  your  favor  of  the  30th  ultimo.! 
It  gave  me  great  pleasure  to  hear  that  you  were  re- 

*  See  Apfehbis,  No,  XI. 

t  In  that  letter  General  Lee '  wrote  ;  — "  I  have  the  strongest  reason 
to  flatter  myself,  that  you  will  interest  yourself  in  whatever  concerns 
my  comfort  and  welfare.     I  think  it  my  duty  to  inform  you,  that  my 


,di„Google 


PARj-n.]      THE  AMERICAN  REVOLUTION.  229 

leased  from  your  confined  situation,  and  permitted  so 
many  indulgences.  You  may  rest  assured,  that  I  feel 
myself  very  much  interested  in  j'our  welfare,  and  that 
every  exertion  has  been  used  on  my  part  to  effect 
your  exchange.  This  I  have  not  been  able  to  accom- 
plish. However,  from  the  letters,  which  have  lately 
passed  between  Sir  Wilam  Howe  and  myself  upon 
the  subject  of  prisoners,  I  am  authorized  to  expect 
that  you  will  return  in  a  few  days  to  your  friends  on 
parole,  as  Major-General  Prescott  will  be  sent  in  on 
the  same  terms  for  that  purpose.  Indeed,  till  I  saw 
Major  Williams  last  night,  I  supposed  that  he  had  ar- 
rived either  at  New  York  or  Rhode  Island,  having 
directed  his-releasement  as  soon  as  I  was  at  Bberty 
to  do  It.  I  will  take  the  earliest  opportunity  to  recom- 
mend to  your  friends,  Mr.  Nourse  and  Mr.  White,  the 
care  of  your  farm. 

^  Your  request  to  Major  Morris,  in  favor  of  Mrs,  Bat- 
tier, reached  me  only  last  night.  I  wish  I  had  been 
informed  of  it  sooner.  I  have  enclosed  a  passport  for 
her  to  Major  Morris,  and  I  doubt  not  but  he  will  do 
every  thing  in  his  power  to  accommodate  a  lady,  from 
whose  husband  you  have  received  so  many  civiiities. 
I  am,  dear  Sir,  with  great  esteem  and  regard,  &c. 

conMon  1.  niuoh  bstter.i  It  i,  bow  fi„  days  thu  I  m  on  my  p„ole 
I  h.7.  the  full  hbopty  of  the  city  and  it.  limifc;  h„o  hone,  .t  „; 
commmd  forni.liod  b.  Sir  Homy  Clinton  and  General  Robert™  •  am 
lodged  with  two  of  the  olde.l  and  warmeet  fiienda  I  have  in  the  world 
Colonel  Batler  and  Major  Disney  of  the  forly-lhird  regiment ;  with  the' 
fornror  I  wa,  bred  up  from  th,  age  of  nine  ye.re  al  ^hool;  the  latter 
«  •  cmanUo  from  the  lime  I  entered  the  .ervioe  in  the  forty-fourth 
In  .horl,  my  .itualion  i.  rendered  a.  e«,y,  eomforlable,  and  plea.aut  a. 
posiible,  for  a  man  who  i,  in  any  .ort  a  priaoner.  I  have  Bothing  left  to 
wuh  for,  but  that  aome  oircnantanco  may  ari.e,  which  may  make  it  con- 
venient for  both  paraee,  that  a  general  exchange  may  taJte  place,  and 
1  arnong  the  reel  reap  th.  advantage.  Give  my  love  to  dl  my  Mend., 
parUonlarly  to  Gr.eae,  Mifflin,  E.ed,  and  Morgan,  and  be  per.uaded  that 
am  most  sincerely  and  devotedly  yours."  —  Uecemter  30lk. 
VOL.  V. 


idbyGoogle 


230  WASHINGTON'S  WRI.TINGS.  [^t.  45, 

TO    SIR   WILI.AM   HOWE. 

Head-Quavters,  30  January,  1778. 

Sir, 

I  have  duly  received  your  letter  of  the  19th  ultimo. 
It  is  unnecessary  to  enter  minutely  into  its  contents, 
since  the  enclosed  resolutions  of  Congress  will  show 
you,  that  the  matter  is  now  put  upon  a  footing  different 
from  that  mentioned  by  Mr.  Boudinot;  which,  at  the 
same  time,  you  will  be  pleased  to  consider  as  final  and 
decisive,  and  to  regulate  your  measures  accordingly. 
I  should  be  glad,  as  soon  as  possible,  to  be  favored 
with  your  determination  in  consequence,  especially  on 
those  parts  numbered  in  the  margin  of  the  resolves; 
to  which  I  must  expect  a  speedy  and  explicit  answer. 

There  is  one  passage  of  your  letter,  which  I  cannot 
forbear  taking  particular  notice  of.  No  expression  of 
personal  politeness  to  me  can  be  acceptable,  accom- 
panied by  reflections  on  the  representatives  of  a  free 
people,  under  whose  authority  I  have  the  honor  to  act. 
The  delicacy  I  have  observed,  in  refraining  from  every 
thing  offensive  in  this  way,  entitled  me  to  expect  a 
similar  treatment  from  you.  I  have  not  indulged  my- 
self in  invective  against  the  present  rulers  of  Great 
Britain,  in  the  course  of  our  correspondence,  nor  will  I 
even  now  avail  myself  of  so  fruitful  a  theme. 

The  quartermasters,  permitted  to  go  with  the  clothing, 
appeared  to  me  sufficient  for  the  purpose;  for,  though 
the  prisoners  are  in  different  places,  yet  they  lie  chiefly 
on  a  direct  communication.  If  upon  any  future  occa- 
sion you  should  conceive  a  greater  number  requisite, 
you  win  inform  me  of  it  previously  to  their  coming,  and 
I  shall  be  ready  to  comply,  as  far  as  I  think  myself 
justified.  Whether  your  sending  out  more  than  one 
British  quartermaster  w^  an  encroachment  upon  the 
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spirit  of  the  agreement  between  us,  shall  not  now  be 
matter  of  discussion.  But  can  it  be  said  there  is  any 
thing  in  it,  that  can  reconcile  the  coming  out  of  Captain 
M<^Cleod  1    1  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c. 


TO    GOVERNOR   UVINGSTON. 

Head-Quartera,  9  February,  1778. 

Sir, 

The  recent  detection  of  the  wicked  design  you  men- 
tion, gives  me  sensible  pleasure ;  and  I  earnestly  hope, 
that  you  may  be  alike  successful  in  discovering  and 
disappointing  every  attempt,  which  may  be  projected 
against  you,  either  by  your  open  or  concealed  enemies. 
It  is  a  severe  tax,  however,  which  all  those  must  pay, 
who  are  called  to  eminent  stations  of  trust,  not  only  to 
be  held  up  as  conspicuous  marks  to  the  enmity  of  the 
public  adversaries  to  their  country,  but  to  the  malice  of 
secret  traitors,  and  the  envious  intrigues  of  false  friends 
and  factions. 

I  am  obliged  to  you  for  the  interest  you  take  in 
the  affair  of  the  two  Hendricks  and  Meeker ;  and  I 
have  no  doubt  that  the  measures  adopted  are,  consid- 
ering all  things,  best.  You  are  pleased  to  intimate, 
that  you  would  take  pleasure  in  recommending,  at  the 
approaching  session  of  your  Assembly,  any  hints  from 
me  respecting  the  army,  by  which  your  State  can  ad- 
vance the  genera]  interest.  I  should  be  happy  in  offer- 
ing any  such  in  my  power;  but,  as  there  is  now  in 
camp  a  committee  of  Congress  to  confer  with  me  at 
large  on  the  measures  proper  to  be  adopted  in  every 
respect  for  the  benefit  of  the  army,  whatever  shall  be 
thought  necessary  to  this  end  wDI,  of  course,  be  com- 
municated to  you  by  Congress.    I  am,  &c. 
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TO   ELIAS   BOTTDINOT. 

Valley  Forge,  3  Petruary,  17J8. 

Dear  Sir, 

A  letter  from  Congress  will  accompany  this,  contain- 
ing two  resolutions  relative  to  prisoners.  You  will  per- 
ceive by  them,  that  Congress  go  upon  the  presumption 
of  our  furnishing  our  prisoners  in  the  enemy's  hands 
wholly  and  entirely  with  provisions.  Their  fixing  no 
rule  for  liquidating  and  accounting  for  the  rations  here- 
tofore supplied  by  the  enemy  is  a  proof,  that  they  do 
not  intend  them  to  continue,  but  expect  our  prisoners 
will  hereafter  be  altogether  victualled  by  ourselves. 
This  is  a  matter,  to  which  it  will  be  necessary  to  at- 
tend carefully,  both  that  a  competent  supply  may  be 
immediately  ready  for  the  purpose,  and  that  there  may 
be  no  deficiency  in  future;  otherwise  the  consequences 
may  be  dreadful,  for  the  past  conduct  of  the  enemy 
gives  too  much  reason  to  apprehend,  that  they  would 
not  be  very  apt  to  relieve  wants,  to  which  we  had  un- 
dertaken wholly  to  administer.     I  am,  Sir,  &,c. 


TO   BRIGADIER-GENERAL   WAYNE. 

Valley  Forge,  9  Febmaty,  1778. 

Sir, 

The  good  people  of  the  State  of  Pennsylvania,  living 
in  the  vicinity  of  Philadelphia  and  near  the  Delaware 
River,  having  suifered  much  by  the  enemy's  carrying 
off  their  property,  without  allowing  them  any  compen- 
sation, thereby  distressing  the  inhabitants,  supplying 
their  own  army,  and  enablmg  them  to  protract  the 
cruel  and  unjust  war  that  they  are  now  waging  against 
these  States ;   and   whereas,  by  recent  intelligence,  I 
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have  reason  to  expect  that  they  intend  making  another 
grand  forage  into  this  country;  it  is  of  the  utmost  con- 
quence,  that  the  horses,  cattle,  sheep,  and  provender, 
within  fifteen  miles  west  from  the  river  Delaware,  be- 
tween the  Schuylkill  and  the  Brandywine,  be  imme- 
diately removed  to  prevent  the  enemy  from  receiving 
any  benefit  therefrom,  as  well  as  to  supply  the  present 
exigencies  of  the  American  army. 

I  do  therefore  authorize,  empower,  and  command  you 
forthwith  to  talce,  carry  off,  and  secure,  all  such  horses 
as  are  suitable  for  cavalry  or  for  draft,  and  all  cattle 
and  sheep  fit  for  slaughter,  together  with  every  kind  of 
forage,  for  the  use  of  this  army,  that  may  be  found  in 
the  possession  of  any  of  the  inhabitants  within  the  afore- 
said limits,  causing  certificates  to  be  given  to  each  per- 
son for  tlie  number,  value,  and  quantity  of  the  horses, 
sheep,  catde,  and  provender  so  taken.  Notice  will  be 
given  to  the  holders  of  such  certificates  by  the  commis- 
sary and  quartermaster -general  when  and  where  they 
may  apply  for  payment,  that  they  may  not  be  disap- 
pointed in  calhng  for  their  money. 

All  officers,  civil  and  mihtary,  commissioners,  and 
quartermasters,  are  hereby  ordered  to  obey,  aid,  and 
assist  you  in  this  necessary  business.  All  the  proven- 
der on  the  islands  between  Philadelphia  and  Chester, 
which  may  be  difficult  of  access,  or  too  hazardous  to 
attempt  carrying  off,  you  will  immediately  cause  to  be 
destroyed,  giving  directions  to  the  officer  or  officers  to 
whom  this  duty  is  assigned,  to  take  an  account  of  the 
quantity,  together  with  the  owners'  names,  as  far  as  the 
nature  of  the  service  will  admit,    I  am.  Sir,  Slc* 


*  After  executing  these  orders,  Wayne  passed  over  for  a  similar  pur- 
pose into  Jersey,  wliere  ho  ivaa  joined  ijy  Pulaski  with  a  party  of  liorse. 
Pulaski  was  stationed  for  the  winter  at  Trenton.     The  British  foUowetl 
Wayne  into  Jersey,  crossing  the  river  in  two  divisions,  one  landing  at 
VOL.  V.  30  T' 
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TO   SIK  WILLIAM   HOWE. 

Head-Quai'ters,  10  February,  IT78. 
SiRj 

I  received  yesterday  the  favor  of  your  letter  of  the 
5th  instant.*  In  answer  to  whatever  it  contains  con- 
cerning General  Burgoyne's  army,  and  the  measures 
adopted  relative  to  it,  I  have  only  to  inform  you,  that 
this  is  a  matter  in  which  I  have  never  had  the  least 
direction.  It  lies  wholly  with  Congress ;  and  the  pro- 
posals yon  make  oh  this  head  must  be  submitted  to 
them.  I  have  accordingly  transmitted  a  copy  of  your 
letter,  and  shall  be  ready  to  forward  to  you  any  resolu- 
tion they  may  take  in  consequence. 

I  shall  omit  animadverting  on  your  observations  with 
regard  to  the  allowance  and  treatment  to  prisoners  in 
your  hands.  It  is  a  subject,  which  has  been  fully  dis- 
cussed in  the  progress  of  our  correspondence;  and  the 
necessity  of  a  further  investigation  is  superseded,  by 
your  meeting  me  on  the  ground  I  have  so  long  wished. 
The  powers  under  which  I  act  are  entirely  derived 
from  Congress,  and  must  of  course  be  subject  to  such 
modifications,  as  they  may  think  proper  according  to 

Billingsport,  and  the  other  at  Gloucester,  amounting  in  all  to  more  tliaij 
three  thousand  men,  with  eight  field-pieces.  They  attempted  to  surround 
Wayne  in  the  nig-ht  at  Haddonfield,  heing  in  force  vastly  superior ;  but 
he  received  timely  intelligence  of  their  design,  and  retreated  in  the 
evening  a  few  hours  previously  to  tho  arrival  of  the  enemy.  After  making 
a  rapid  incursion  into  the  country,  and  collecting  forage  and  cattle,  the 
British  returned  to  Pliiladelphia ;  but  they  were  harassed  by  Wayne  and 
Pulaski  while  debarlung  at  the  ferry,  and  a  smart  skirmish  ensued. 
Pula=M  e-ipospd  himself  wifh  his  usual  bravery  Hie  horse  was  wounded. 
On  thp  14tli  of  March,  Wajne  recrossed  the  river  with  his  detachment 
at  Burlmgton,  and  proceeded  to  destroy  the  forage  accessible  to  the 
tnemy  in  Philadelphia  county  and  a  part  of  Buck',  and  to  drive  off 
(he  hor=es  and  cittle  He  thus  made  a  circuit  q  iite  round  thp  citj  — 
H''affne'3  MS  LeISers,  March  5ih,  lith 
'  See  this  letter  in  the  Appesdit,  No   \II 
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circumstances  to  prescribe.  But,  holding  myself  fully 
authorized,  by  their  instructions  and  intentions,  to  avail 
myself  of  the  reasonable  terms,  which  yo\i  are  at  this 
time  willing  to  adopt  for  the  mutual  relief  of  prisoners, 
I  shall  explicitly  close  with  your  propositions  to  the 
following  effect;  — "That  an  exchange  of  all  prisoners 
now  in  our  possession,  officer  for  officer,  soidier  for 
soldier,  and  citizen  for  citizen,  so  far  as  number  and 
rank  will  apply,"  be  carried  into  execution,  as  expe- 
ditiously as  the  nature  of  the  case  wiU  admit,  and  with- 
out regard  to  any  controverted  point,  which  might  prove 
an  impediment  to  so  desirable  an  end.  And  here,  as 
I  may  not  clearly  understand  your  meaning,  when  you 
say,  —  "In  the  mean  time  I  shall  wait  the  arrival  of 
the  British  officers,  whom  you  have  released  upon  their 
paroles,  and  shall  without  delay  send  an  equal  number 
to  you  in  return,"  —  I  take  occasion  to  request,  that 
you  will  be  pleased  to  favor  me  with  an  explanation ; 
whether  you  intend  to  consider  such  officers,  on  both 
sides,  as  still  continuing  under  the  obligation  of  a  parole, 
or  as  absolutely  exchanged  in  pursuance  of  the  general 
cartel  I  see  no  reason  why  an  effectual  exchange 
should  not  at  once  operate  with  respect  to  them. 

I  also  agree,  that  two  commissioners  from  me  shall 
meet  a  like  number  from  you,  on  the  10th  day  of  March 
in  Germantowii,  at  the  King  of  Prussia  Tavern,  at  eleven 
o'clock  in  the  forenoon,  to  adjust  upon  equitable  terms 
the  difference  you  mention,  and  such  other  matters  as 
they  may  be  severally  empowered  to  determine. 

With  respect  to  a  general  settlement  of  accounts,  as 
it  comprehends  points  with  which  I  have  no  authority 
to  interfere,  it  is  not  in  my  power  to  concur  in  the 
measure  you  suggest  for  that  purpose.  I  am  under 
the  necessity  of  referring  it  to  the  decision  of  Congress. 
Considering  a  general  exchange  as  being  finally  agreed 
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on  between  us,  I  shall  without  delay  order  the  prisoners 
in  our  hands  to  places  in  the  vicinity  of  your  different 
posts,  which  their  respective  situations  may  render  most 
convenient;  and  shall  give  you  notice  as  they  arrive, 
that  you  may  return  a  number  equal  to  those  sent  in 
from  time  to  time.    I  am,  with  due  respect,  Sir,  &lc. 


TO   MAJOR-GENERAL   GATES. 

IIcad-Quai'ters,  14  Petruarv,  1778. 

Sir, 

I  am  favored  with  yours  of  the  9th  instant,  enclosing 
the  proceedings  of  a  general  court-martial  held  by  your 
order.  It  is  a  defect  in  our  martial  law,  from  which 
we  often  find  great  inconvenience,  that  the  power  of 
appointing  general  courts-martial  is  too  limited.  I  do 
not  find  it  can  be  legally  exercised  by  any  officer,  ex- 
cept the  Commander-in-chief,  or  the  commanding  gen- 
eral in  any  particular  State.  This  circumstance  would 
make  it  improper  for  me  to  ratify  the  sentence  against 
Murray,  did  the  nature  of  his  crime  require  it ;  and,  if 
it  was  thought  inexpedient  to  let  him  pass  unpunished, 
I  should  be  under  the  necessity  of  ordering  another 
court  for  his  trial.  But  as  there  are  some  mitigating 
considerations,  which  you  mention,  it  may  perhaps  be 
as  well  to  remit  the  present  sentence,  without  proceed- 
ing any  further  in  the  affair.  I  leave  it  to  your  judg- 
ment, either  with  my  approbation  to  do  this,  or  to  make 
use  of  the  enclosed  order,  to  bring  the  offender  to  a 
second  trial. 

Had  the  constitution  of  the  court  been  entirely  regu- 
lar, I  do  not  conceive  I  could  with  propriety  alter  the 
capital  punishment  into  a  corporal  one.  The  right  of 
mitigating  only  extends,  in  my  opinion,  to  lessening  the 
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degree  of  punishment,  in  the  same  species  prescribed; 
and  does  not  imply  any  authority  to  change  the  nature 
or  quality  of  it  altogether.     I  am,  Sir,  &c. 


TO   RICHARD   HENRY   LEE. 

Valley  Forge,  15  Pebi'uaiT,  1778. 

Dear  Sir, 
Your  letter  of  the  2d  ultimo,  from  Chandlly,  enclos- 
ing Lieutenant- Colonel  Frazer's  orders  for  the  manage- 
ment of  the  grenadiers  and  light-infantry  in  an  action, 
and  upon  a  march,  came  to  my  hands  in  the  course 
of  last  month,  and  merits  my  thanks,  as  it  may  be  of 
use  to  such  corps,  one  of  which,  consisting  of  light- 
infantry,  we  are  now  forming.  The  enemy  are  govern- 
ed by  no  principles  that  ought  to  actuate  honest  men ; 
no  wonder  then,  that  forgery  should  be  amongst  their 
other  crimes.  I  have  seen  a  letter  published  in  a 
handbill  at  New  York,  and  extracts  from  it  republished 
in  a  Philadelphia  paper,  said  to  be  from,  me  to  Mrs. 
Washington,  not  one  word  of  which  did  I  ever  write. 
Those  contained  in  the  pamphlet  you  speak  of  are,  I 
presume,  equally  genuine,  and  perhaps  written  by  the 
same  author.*  I  should  be  glad,  however,  to  see  and 
examine  the  texture  of  them,  if  a  favorable  opportunity 
to  send  them  should  piesent, 

'  4.]ludmg  to  a  number  uf  spunou'!  lettei-.,  cirLiilated  in  the  name  of 
Genpral  Wa^lnngtoc,  «hich  it  seem,  he  had  not  yet  seen.  Mv.  Lee  had 
said,  in  the  letter  to  ivhich  tlie  abote  was  an  ansner;— "The  arts  of 
the  enemies  of  Amenca  ate  endlegs,  but  all  wicied  as  they  are  various. 
Among  other  tricits,  tliey  ha\e  forged  a  pamphlet  of  letters,  entitled 
'  LettPts  from  General  Washington  to  SpicioI  of  hia  Friends,  in  1776.' 
The  design  of  the  forger  is  evident,  and  no  doubt  it  gained  him  a  good 
heefsteak  from  hto  masters.  I  would  send  jou  tins  pamphlet,  if  it  were 
not  too  bulky  for  the  post,  as  it  might  serve  to  amuse  your  leisure  hours 
during  the  inaction  of  winter." 
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Lord  Comwallis  has  certainly  embarked  for  England, 
but  with  what  view  is  not  so  easy  to  determine.  He 
was  eyewitness  a  few  days  before  his  departure  to  a 
scene,  not  a  little  disgraceful  to  the  pride  of  British 
valor,  in  their  manceuvre  to  Chesnut  Hill,  and  precipi- 
tate return,  after  boasting  their  intentions  of  driving  us 
beyond  the  mountains. 

I  am  very  glad  to  find,  that  the  Assembly  of  Virginia 
have  taken  matters  up  so  spiritedly ;  but  wish,  instead 
of  attempting  to  raise  so  many  volunteers,  they  had 
resolved  at  all  adventures  to  complete  their  regiments 
by  drafting.  If  all  the  States  would  do  this,  and  fall 
upon  ways  and  means  to  supply  then-  troops  with  com- 
fortable clothing  upon  moderate  terms,  and  Congress 
would  make  the  commissions  of  officers  of  some  value 
to  them,  every  thing  would  probably  go  well,  making 
at  the  same  time  some  reform  in  the  different  depart- 
ments of  the  army ;  nothing  standing  in  greater  need 
of  it,  than  the  quartermasters  and  commissaries,  as  no 
army  ever  suffered  more  by  their  neglect ;  the  conse- 
quences of  this  neglect  are  much  to  be  dreaded. 
I  am,  dear  Sir,  your  most  obedient  servant. 


TO    GOVERNOR   GEORGE   CLIKTON. 

Valley  Forge,  16  February,  1778. 

Dear  Sir, 
It  is  with  great  reluctance  I  trouble  you  on  a  subject, 
which  does  not  properly  fall  within  your  province ;  but 
it  is  a  subject  that  occasions  me  more  distress,  than  1 
have  felt  since  the  commencement  of  the  war;  and 
which  loudly  demands  the  niost  zealous  exertions  of 
every  person  of  weight  and  authority,  who  is  interest- 
ed in  the  success  of  our  affairs ;  I  mean  the  present 
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dreadful  situalion  of  the  army  for  want  of  provisions, 
and  the  miserable  prospects  before  us  with  respect  to 
futurity.  It  is  more  alarming,  than  you  will  probably 
conceive ;  for,  to  form  a  just  idea  of  it,  it  were  neces- 
sary to  be  on  the  spot.  For  some  days  past,  there  has 
been  little  less  than  a  famine  in  camp.  A  part  of  the 
army  has  been  a  week  without  any  kind  of  flesh,  and 
the  rest  three  or  four  days.  Naked  and  starving  as 
they  are,  we  cannot  enough  admire  the  incomparable 
patience  and  fidelity  of  the  soldiery,  that  they  have  not 
been  ere  this  excited  by  their  suff'ering  to  a  general 
mutiny  and  dispersion.  Strong  symptoms,  however, 
of  discontent  have  appeared  in  particular  instances; 
and  nothing  but  the  most  active  efforts  everywhere 
can  long  avert  so  shocking  a  catastrophe. 

Our  present  sufferings  are  not  all.  There  is  no 
foundation  laid  for  any  adequate  relief  hereafter.  All 
the  magazines  provided  in  the  States  of  New  Jersey, 
Pennsylvania,  Delaware,  and  Maryland,  and  all  the 
immediate  additional  supplies  they  seem  capable  of 
affording,  will  not  be  sufficient  to  support  the  army 
more  than  a  month  longer,  if  so  long.  Very  little  has 
been  done  at  the  eastward,  and  as  little  to  the  south- 
ward; and  whatever  we  have  a  right  to  expect  from 
those  quarters  must  necessarily  be  very  remote,  and 
is,  indeed,  more  precarious  than  could  be  wished. 
When  the  before-mentioned  supplies  are  exhausted, 
what  a  terrible  crisis  must  ensue,  unless  all  the  en- 
ergy of  the  continent  shall  be  exerted  to  provide  a 
timely  remedy! 

Impressed  with  this  idea,  I  am,  on  my  part,  putting 
every  engine  at  work,  that  I  can  possibly  think  of,  to 
prevent  the  fatal  consequences,  which  we  have  so  great 
reason  to  apprehend.  I  am  calling  upon  all  those, 
whose  stations  and  influence  enable  them  to  contribute 
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theii-  aid  ispon  so  important  an  occasion ;  and,  from 
your  well  known  zeal,  I  expect  every  thing  within  the 
compass  of  your  power,  and  that  the  abilities  and  re- 
sources of  the  State  over  which  you  preside  will  admit. 
I  am  sensible  of  the  disadvantages  it  labors  under,  from 
having  been  so  long  the  scene  of  war,  and  that  it  must 
be  exceedingly  drained  by  the  great  demands  to  which 
it  has  been  subjected.  But,  though  you  may  not  be 
able  to  contribute  materially  to  our  relief,  you  can 
perhaps  do  something  towards  it;  and  any  assistance, 
however  trifling  in  itseif,  will  be  of  great  moment  at 
so  critical  a  juncture,  and  will  conduce  to  the  keeping 
of  the  army  together,  till  the  commissary's  department 
can  be  put  upon  a  better  footing,  and  effectual  measures 
concerted  to  secure  a  competent  and  permanent  sup- 
ply. What  methods  you  can  take,  you  will  be  the  best 
judge  of;  but,  if  you  can  devise  any  means  to  procure 
a  quantity  of  cattle,  or  other  kind  of  flesh,  for  the  use 
of  this  army,  to  be  at  camp  in  the  course  of  a  month, 
you  will  render  a  most  essential  service  to  the  common 
cause.     I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &.C.* 

*  The  following  extract  from  a  letter  written  in  camp  by  General  Var- 
num,  as  brigadier  of  tiie  day,  to  General  Greene,  not  only  presents  a 
vivid  picture  of  the  distresses  of  the  army,  but  shows  the  difficulties  with 
which  the  Commander-in-chief  had  to  contend,  as  well  in  witnessing  the 
scenes  of  suffering  among  the  eoldlers,  as  in  controlling  the  discontent 
and  opposing  opinions  of  his  officers. 

"  The  situation  of  the  camp  is  such,"  says  General  Varnum,  "  that  in 
all  human  probability  the  army  must  soon  dissolve.  Many  of  the  troops 
are  destitute  of  meat,  and  are  several  days  in  arrear.  The  horses  are 
dying  for  want  of  forage.  The  country  in  the  vicinity  of  the  camp  ia 
exhausted.  There  cannot  be  a  moral  ceitainty  of  bettering  our  circum- 
stances, while  we  continue  here.  What  consequences  have  we  rationally 
to  expect?  Our  desertions  are  astonishingly  great;  the  love  of  freedom, 
which  once  animated  the  breasts  of  those  bora  in  the  country,  is  con- 
trolled by  hunger,  the  keenest  of  necessities.  If  we  consider  the  relation 
in  which  we  stand  to  the  ti'oops,  we  cannot  reconcile  their  sufferings  to 
the  sentimente  of  honest  men.  No  political  consideration  can  justify 
the  measure.    There  is  no  local  object  of  so  much  moment,  as  to  con- 
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AN   ADDRESS 

TO  THE  ISHABITAKTS    Or    KEW  JEIiSEY,    PEKirSYlYA- 

WIA,   DELAWARE,   MARYLAND,   AND    VIRGINIA. 

Vaney  Forge,  18  Pobruaiy,  1778. 

Friends,  Countrymen,  and  Fellow  Citizens, 

After  tliree  campaigns,  during  wliicli  tlie  brave  sub- 
jects of  these  States  have  contended,  not  unsuccess- 
fully, with  one  of  the  most  powerful  kingdoms  upon 
earth,  we  now  find  ourselves  at  least  upon  a  level  with 
our  opponents ;  and  there  is  the  best  reason  to  believe, 
that  effcrts  adequate  to  the  abilities  of  this  country 
would  enable  us  speedily  to  conclude  the  war,  and  to 
secure  the  invaluable  blessings  of  peace,  Bberty,  and 
safety.  With  this  view,  it  is  in  contemplation,  at  the 
opening  of  the  next  campaign,  to  assemble  a  force  suffl- 
cient,  not  barely  to  cover  the  country  from  a  repetition 
of  those  depredations  which  it  has  already  suffered, 
but  also  to  operate  offensively,  and  to  strike  some  de- 
cisive blow. 

In  the  prosecution  of  this  object,  it  is  to  be  feared 
that  so  large  an  army  may  suffer  for  want  of  provisions 

■"  M  '  1  1  b  d  t  tl  SJi  11  u  a  ti  b  1 
t       P  t  1  pi      f  tally  dis  ff    t       d       tl         d  f        tl  \ 

t    m  t    v  II       w  11  Ih  t  v  »b    I  ppl     d      m  1  t  B 

P  HyF       ]       a  bbty 

Ih        fmthbgin  dtl        tt  thh  It 

P    all  1  d       tl     hi  tory    f        ki  d  t       t  bb  h        t     q    rt  rs 
t  J     a.t  d      d     tl     t  gl    m  V,  ly  f   1 

'«       ff    1       1    h  f  mtb    b  ngta    ht       1       ,    t 

fblMyflmpti  yblF  if        I 

b    Id  b        h  ppy  b  t  d  ty    bl         m    t      p    k      tl     t  Mj 

Jlpp  tiiddh  plplk 

h    k  w  tl  t  t    tb    tim    wh     Ui        I  tr        m    ht  1        b 

P  I  d      Th       u,         It        t        b  t   m      d    t  Ij  t        m        th       mj 

t    pi         wh        th  y  b         ppl    d      nl  Bs     IF    t     I      m  d  b 

ppll  d        tl       p  t,  wbl  h  I  b  1  y  g     tl  f  th       nij  th    k 

impracticabk.  —MS.  Lelter,  Fihntanj  im. 

VOL.  V.  31  u 
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The  distance  between  this  and  the  eastern  States, 
whence  considerable  supphes  of  flesh  have  been  hither- 
to drawn,  will  necessarily  render  those  supplies  ex- 
tremely precarious.  And  unless  the  virtuous  yeomanry 
of  New  Jersey,  Pennsylvania,  Delaware,  Maryland,  and 
Virginia,  will  exert  themselves  to  prepare  cattle  for  the 
use  of  the  army,  during  the  months  of  May,  June,  and 
July  next,  great  difficulties  may  arise  in  the  course  of 
the  campaign.  It  is  therefore  recommended  to  the  in- 
habitants of  those  States,  to  put  up  and  feed  imme- 
diately as  many  of  their  stock  cattle  as  they  can  spare, 
so  that  they  may  be  driven  to  this  army  within  that 
period.  A  bountiful  price  will  be  given,  and  the  pro- 
prietors may  assure  themselves,  that  they  will  render 
a  most  essential  service  to  the  illustrious  cause  of  their 
country,  and  contribute  in  a  great  degree  to  shorten 
this  bloody  contest.  But  should  there  be  any  so  in- 
sensible to  the  common  interest,  as  not  to  exert  them- 
selves upon  these  generous  principles,  the  private  in- 
terest of  those,  whose  situation  makes  them  liable  to 
become  immediate  subjects  to  the  enemy's  incursions, 
should  prompt  them  at  least  to  a  measure,  which  is 
calculated  to  save  their  property  from  plunder,  their 
families  from  insult,  and  their  own  persons  from  abuse, 
hopeless  confinement,  or  perhaps  a  violent  death. 


TO   GOVERNOR   LIVINGSTON. 

Valley  Forge,  32  Feliruaiy,  1778. 

Sm, 

I  cannot  but  be  sensible  of  the  fresh  proofs  given  of 

that  zeal,  which  yourself  in  particular,  and  the  State  of 

New  Jersey  in  general,  have  so  uniformly  manifested 

in  the  common  cause,  and  of  the  polite  regard   you 
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have  in  repeated  instances  shown  to  my  applications. 
I  lament  the  additional  load  of  business  heaped  upon 
you  irom  the  sources  you  mention,  and  earnestly  hope 
that  painful  experience  will  teach  us  so  to  correct  our 
former  mistakes  and  reform  past  abuses,  as  to  lighten 
the  burden  of  those,  whose  whole  time  and  attention  are 
devoted  to  the  execution  of  their  duty  and  the  service 
of  the  public.  I  feel  with  you  the  absolute  necessity 
of  calling  forth  the  united  efforts  of  these  States,  to  re- 
lieve our  wants,  and  prevent  in  future  a  renewal  of  our 
distresses ;  and  the  impossibility  of  answering  these  pur- 
poses by  partial  exertions.  Nothing  on  my  part  has 
been  or  will  be  omitted,  that  may  in  the  least  tend  to 
put  our  affairs  upon  this  only  footing,  on  which  they  can 
have  any  stability  or  success.  I  shall  be  obhged  to  your 
ExccUency  to  send  immediately  to  camp  the  troop  of 
horse  you  can  spare.    I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &.c. 


TO   THE   PRESIDENT   OF   CONGRESS. 

Head-Quarters,  Valley  Forge,  87  February,  1778. 

Sm, 
In  compliance  with  the  resolution  of  Congress  of  the 
5th  instant,  transmitted  in  your  letter  of  the  7th,  I  was 
about  to  take  measures  for  appointing  a  court-martial 
and  bringing  on  the  trials  which  they  direct.  But,  on 
recurring  to  the  papers  you  were  pleased  to  send  me, 
I  do  not  find  that  the  committee  have  made  any  par- 
ticular charges  against  the  officers,  who  are  to  be  the 
subjects  of  trial.  It  was  probably  the  intention  of  Con- 
gress, that  these  charges  should  be  laid  by  me.  But, 
as  I  might  err  in  doing  it,  and  not  fully  correspond  with 
their  views  in  the  matter,  especially  as  it  would  require 
considerable  time  and  thought  to  make  myself  suffi- 
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ciently  acquainted  with  it  from  the  papers  collected,  I 
should  think  it  would  be  most  advisable  for  Congress 
to  state  explicitly  the  charges  they  wish  to  have  ex- 
hibited against  the  officers  respectively ;  and  then  the 
business  may  be  proceeded  on  with  propriety. 

Besides  the  above  reasons,  which  operate  generally 
against  my  exhibiting  the  charges,  in  the  particular 
instance  of  General  Schuyler  it  is  impossible  for  me 
to  do  it,  as  I  do  not  know  what  instructions  he  had 
received  from  Congress  from  time  to  time  as  to  the 
objects  of  his  command,  nor  precisely  what  these  were. 
These  appear  to  me  necessary  to  be  known,  and  es- 
sential to  carry  on  a  prosecution  against  him.  When 
Congress  shall  have  arranged  these  points,  and  are 
pleased  to  honor  me  with  them,  I  will  pursue  the 
speediest  measures  to  bring  on  the  trials.  The  sooner 
this  can  be  done,  the  better,  as  some  of  the  parties  are 
extremely  anxious,  and  strongly  importune  it. 

Baron  Steuben  has  arrived  at  camp.  He  appears  to 
be  much  of  a  gentleman,  and,  as  far  as  I  have  had  an 
opportunity  of  judging,  a  man  of  military  knowledge, 
and  acquainted  with  the  world. 

The  enclosed  extract  of  a  letter  from  General  Put- 
nam will  show  how  great  the  distresses  are  in  that 
quarter  for  want  of  money.  He  has  described  their 
necessities  so  fully,  that  it  is  unnecessary  for  me  to 
add  upon  the  subject.  I  shall  only  observe,  that  his 
account  is  more  than  justified  by  many  other  letters, 
and  that  I  am  persuaded  the  earhest  possible  supply 
will  be  forwarded,  and,  that  the  very  important  and 
interesting  works  carrying  on  there  may  not  be  the 
least  retarded. 

I  am  under  some  .embarrassments  respecting  the 
thirteenth  Virginia  regiment.  It  was  raised  on  the 
west  side  of  the  Allegany  and  towards  Pittsburg,  with 
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assurances  from  the  officers,  it  is  said,  that  the  men 
should  not  be  drawn  from  that  quarter.  This  circum- 
stance, added  to  the  disturbances  by  the  Indians,  and 
the  exposed  situation  of  their  families,  has  been  the 
cause  of  great  desertions,  and  is  at  present  the  source 
of  much  uneasiness,  and  the  more  so,  as  part  of  the 
regiment  was  never  marched  from  thence.  I  think  the 
whole  should  be  united  either  here  or  there,  and  wish 
Congress  to  direct  me  upon  the  subject.  At  the  same 
time  that  their  case,  if  truly  represented,  seems  to  be 
hard,  and  to  merit  the  indulgence  they  claim,  I  would 
observe,  that  the  twelfth  regiment  from  the  western 
parts  of  the  same  State,  and  the  eighth  and  twelfth 
Pennsylvania  regiments  from  the  frontier  counties  of 
this,  have  similar  pretensions,  and  might  become  un- 
easy, and  apply  for  a  like  indulgence. 

Agreeably  to  the  directions  of  Congress,  I  shall  send 
a  major-general  to  Rhode  Island,  though  the  number  of 
officers  here  of  this  rank,  from  one  cause  and  another, 
is  greatly  reduced,  and  more  so  than  it  ought  to  be  in 
pomt  of  policy.  Our  loss  of  matrosses  the  last  cam- 
paign, in  killed  and  wounded,  was  considerable  ;  and  it 
has  not  been  a  little  increased  this  winter  by  desertions 
from  Colonel  Procter's  corps.  From  these  circumstan- 
ces, we  are  very  weak  in  this  line ;  and  I  request  that 
Congress  will  be  pleased  to  order  Colonel  Harrison's 
regiment  of  artillery  to  march  from  Virginia  as  early  as 
the  roads  will  admit,  and  join  this  army. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  See* 

"  General  Varnum  suggested  that  a  battalion  of  negroes  might  be  raised 
in  Rhode  Island.  The  idea  was  oomnranicated  to  Governor  Coolie,  ivho 
MA  the  subject  before  the  Assembly.  He  reported  the  following  result 
to  General  Washington.  "  Liberty  is  given  to  every  effective  slave  to 
enter  into  the  service  during  the  war;  and  upon  his  passing  muster  he 
is  ahsolutely  made  free,  and  entitled  to  all  the  wages,  baunties,  and 
encoutagenients  given  by  Congress  to  any  soldier  enlisting  into  their 
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TO   BRYAN"    FAIRFAX.* 

Valley  Forge,  1  March,  1778. 

Dear  Sib, 
Your  favor  of  the  8th  of  December  came  safe  to  my 
hands,  after  a  considerable  delay  on  its  passage.  The 
sentiments  you  have  expressed  of  me  in  this  letter  are 
highly  flattering,  and  merit  my  wannest  acknowledg- 
ments, as  I  have  too  good  an  opinion  of  your  sincerity 
and  candor  to  believe  that  you  are  capable  of  unmean- 
ing professions,  and  of  speaking  a  language  foreign  to 
your  heart.  The  friendship,  which  I  ever  professed  and 
felt  for  you,  met  with  no  diminution  from  the  difference 
in  our  political  sentiments.  I  know  the  rectitude  of  my 
own  intentions,  and,  believing  in  the  sincerity  of  yours, 
lamented,  though  I  did  not  condemn,  your  renunciation 
of  tJie  creed  I  had  adopted.     Nor  do  I  think  any  per- 

Hervice.  The  masters  are  allowed  at  the  late  of  one  hundred  and  twenty 
pounds  for  the  most  yalQable  slave,  and  in  proportion  for  those  of  less 
value.  The  number  of  slaves  in  the  State  is  not  great,  but  it  is  gen- 
erally thought  ihat  three  hundred  and  upwards  will  be  enlisted."  —  JIfS. 
Letler,  Februan/  23i. 

*  An  early  and  intim  te  f '     1  hip      b  '  t  d  b  tw       W    h'     t  I 

By      Ft       whihd  tppirth        b  t      yp       df 

tl        1  t  rr  pt  d      1th       h  th  y  d  tf     d       d  ly        tl    n  p  1  ti  aJ 

t  m    t       This     as   11  St    t  d  t  k    g  m  by  tl     1  tt 

th  t  p  d  b  tw  Ih  m  in  th  y  17  4  (S  V  1  II  p  388  )  M 
Ff  ddtlpt  fPlmtjtfibl  db 

Idtlw  y  wl!         Ittbd         dbth 

Id      t  il     t    hin     If  th      d         f  t  k  p  g       t  th 

IgDff      gth       fmtlmjf       fhia  trj  dfrm 

hi       dshtlgitthdtytf,tFld      d  tl 

d       gtJ  tt\\lhtl-  1        p       dtNwlki 

htad       pptfmthCmd  hifBtf         1 

dtl  hwdrtdf         hpp        byl  t  th 

p  1    d  t    h  m       1     1    h  w  old       t    11        hira  t    t  I 

b  fraid  thymihtp  ttmf  hwf 

d    h  Id  This  1      t      y        td      pjd         g       thimwhhh 

th      ht         as      bl        d  h      btai    d  p    m  fi  m  th    B  t  h      m 

m     d      t        t       t    his  f  mily      0     1]  \  I  t  d  G       ral 
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son  or  power  ought  to  do  it,  whilst  your  conduct  is  not 
opposed  to  the  general  interest  of  the  people,  and  the 
measures  they  are  pursuing ;  the  latter,  that  is,  our 
actions,  depending  upon  ourselves,  may  be  controUed, 
while  the  powers  of  thinking,  originating  in  higher 
causes,  cannot  always  be  moulded  to  our  wishes. 

The  determinations  of  Providence  are  always  wise, 
often  inscrutable ;  and,  though  its  decrees  appear  to 
bear  hard  upon  us  at  times,  they  are  nevertheless 
meant  for  gracious  purposes.  In  this  light  I  cannot 
help  viewing  your  late  disappointment ;  for  if  you  had 
been  permitted  to  go  to  England,  unrestrained  even 
by  the  rigid  oaths,  which  are  administered  on  those 
occasions,  your  feelings  as  a  husband  and  parent  must 
have  been  considerably  wounded  in  the  prospect  of  a 
long,  perhaps  lasting,  separation  from  your  nearest  rela- 
tives. What  then  must  they  have  been,  if  the  obhga- 
tion  of  an  oath  had  left  you  without  a  will  1  Your  hope 
of  being  instrumental  in  restoring  peace  would  prove 
as  unsubstantial,  as  mist  before  the  noon-day's  sun,  and 
would  as  soon  be  dispelled ;  for,  believe  me.  Sir,  Great 
Britain  understood  herself  perfectly  weli  in  this  dispute, 
but  did  not  comprehend  America.  She  meant,  as  Lord 
Camden,  in  his  late  speech  in  Parliament,  clearly  and 
explicitly  declared,  to  drive  America  into  rebellion,  that 


Washington,  and  was  received  by  liim  with  so  much  liindnps';,  ai  d  such 
mai'ked  civilities,  that  he  wrote  hlra  a  letter  of  acknowledgment?  ind 
thanlis  soon  alter  he  reached  Tirgimi,  to  winch  the  abo^p  is  a  reply. 
Ic  that  letter  he  a^d;  — 

"  There  are  times  when  favors  confened  make  a  greater  impreaaion 
than  at  others,  for,  though  I  h  d  many,  I  hope  I  have  not  heen 

unmmdfd  of  tliem ;  yet  Iha  at  a  tira  j  popularity  was  at  tlie  highest 
and  mine  at  tlie  lowest,  and  wh       t  common  for  men's  resent- 

ments to  run  high  against  h  nh  d  ff  from  them  in  opinion,  you 
should  act  with  your  wonted  ku  dn  t  wirds  me,  lias  affected  mc  raore 
than  any  favor  I  have  rec  d  and  Id  not  bo  believed  by  some  in 
New  York,  it  being  above  the      n    f     mnon  minds." 
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her  own  purposes  might  be  more  fully  answered  by  it ; 
but  fake  this  along  with  it,  that  this  plan  originated  in 
a  firm  belief,  founded  on  misiiiformation,  that  no  effec- 
tual opposition  would  or  could  be  made.  They  httle 
dreamt  of  what  has  happened,  and  are  disappointed  in 
their  views.* 

Does  not  every  act  of  Administration,  from  the  Tea 
Act  to  the  present  session  of  Parliament,  declare  this 
in  plain  and  self-evident  characters  ?  Had  the  com- 
missioners any  powers  to  treat  with  America  1  If  they 
meant  peace,  would  Lord  Howe  have  been  detained 
in  England  five  months  after  passing  the  act?  Would 
the  powers  of  these  commissioners  have  been  confined 
to  mere  acts  of  grace,  upon  condition  of  absolute  sub- 
mission 1  No !  surely,  no !  They  meant  to  drive  us 
into  what  they  termed  rebellion,  that  they  might  be 
furnished  with  a  pretext  to  disarm,  and  then  strip  us 
of  the  rights  and  privileges  of  Englishmen  and  citi- 
zens. 


Ti      11        h         t    L  a  (      d         ml,        th    d  b  t 
sp    U  g  th       ply  t    tl     K  Sp      h    t  t(       p  f  P    1   m    t 

N        b      Ibth    1  77     Th     d  b  t     t       d         Am      dn     ff         th 

ftidpt         dthmd  wllth  hdb 

dtd     LdCmd         fra      t       m      tlhplm     rytpmtb 
t    t     aid      Th    p    pi     f  Am  h       d  g     t  dis    t  f    t       b  t 

t!   t  d  d      t  f  lly       w     th       t    b         f  g  t.    It  w        t  d 

tl  f   tl      b  t     h  11        th  t  was       ght    d      tl  f   t  ght  f        1 

p    t         f      ddm    t    th       t  1     bl      pp     31  na   th  t  th       p    pi 
Idf  fy         g  dmd        btth  hrtlmth 

in  tl      h  p      f     b  11  ly    pp       h       to    t        lid         t 

d        tplyflht  qt       d  dtialb 

Aga.  d  t    th       dd         d    1       g  M  3=    1        tts  B  j  t     b 

bill       LdCd  t       d       BtUthdid      td      tlNw 

Eld        w  1     d      t  t  ly  th       ddr  th  y  w        d  t 

mdtb        blbtlytopp  hildthwtfpp        t 

b  t     t        t    d  f    d  th  m    1  S        thi  was   till  w     f 

d  th  t  was    bt       d     O     t     p  d      d  t       t    ff    t     ly 

and      ltd  f  tjl  d      t    1        I  d     1       1      b  11         —  11 

P    !   m    ta  I  R-^l      \lXpp0  31 
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If  they  were  actuated  by  the  principles  of  justice, 
why  did  they  rel'use  indignantly  to  accede  to  the  tenns, 
which  were  humbly  supplicated  before  hostilities  com- 
menced, and  this  country  was  deluged  in  blood ;  and 
now  make  their  principal  officers,  and  even  the  commis- 
sioners themselves,  say  that  these  terms  are  just  and 
reasonable;  nay,  that  more  will  be  granted,  than  we 
have  yet  asked,  if  we  will  relinquish  our  claim  to  inde- 
pendency "]  What  name  does  such  conduct  as  this  de- 
serve 1  And  what  punishment  is  there  in  store  for  the 
men,  who  have  distressed  millions,  involved  thousands 
in  ruin,  and  plunged  numberless  families  in  inextricable 
woe  ?  Could  that,  which  is  just  and  reasonable  now, 
have  been  unjust  four  years  ago"?  If  not,  upon  what 
principles,  I  say,  does  Administration  act  1  They  must 
either  be  wantonly  wicked  and  cruel,  or  (which  is  only 
another  mode  of  describing  the  same  thing)  under  false 
colors  are  now  endeavouring  to  deceive  the  great  body 
of  the  people,  by  industriously  propagating  a  belief,  that 
Great  Britain  is  willing  to  offer  any  terms,  and  that  we 
will  accept  of  none  ;  thereby  hoping  to  poison  and  dis- 
affect  the  minds  of  those,  who  wish  for  peace,  and  to 
create  feuds  and  dissensions  among  ourselves.  In  a 
word,  having  less  dependence  now  in  their  arms  than 
their  arts,  they  arc  practising  such  low  and  dirty  tricks, 
that  men  of  sendment  and  honor  must  blush  at  their 
fall.  Among  other  manceuvres  in  this  way,  they  are 
forging  letters,  and  publishing  them  as  intercepted  ones 
of  mine,  to  prove  that  I  am  an  enemy  to  the  present 
measures,  and  have  been  led  into  them  step  by  step, 
still  hoping  that  Congress  would  recede  from  their 
claims.  I  am,  dear  Sir,  your  most  obedient  and  affec- 
tionate, &.C. 
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TO   BKIGADIER-GESERAL   WAYNE. 

Valley  Forge,  3  March,  1778. 

Dear  Sir, 
Yours  of  the  26th  from  Mount  Hoily  came  to  hand 
last  evening.  I  am  pleased  to  hear,  that  you  had  so 
good  intelligence  of  the  designs  and  motions  of  the 
enemy,  that  you  were  enabled  to  withdraw  your  de- 
tachment from  Haddonfield  before  they  invested  it. 
Considering  the  disproportion  of  your  strength  to  that 
of  the  enemy,  all  that  can  be  expqcted  of  you  is  to 
wait  upon  and  circumscribe  them  as  much  as  possible. 
You  will  not  fail  to  make  use  of  your  utmost  exertions 
to  destroy  all  the  forage  within  their  reach,  because  I 
imagine  they  are  more  in  want  of  that  than  of  any  thing 
else.  I  have  written  to  General  Pulaski,  to  give  you 
all  the  assistance  that  he  can  with  the  small  body  of 
cavalry  that  he  has  at  Trenton.  I  can  give  you  no 
other  du-ections,  than  to  throw  as  many  obstacles  as 
you  can  in  the  way  of  the  enemy,  to  prevent  them  from 
executing  their  plan  to  any  great  extent;  and  I  know 
of  no  way  more  effectual  than  driving  off  all  the  cattle 
and  horses,  that  you  possibly  can,  and  destroying  the 
forage  that  you  think  they  would  carry  off. 

I  am,  dear  Sir,  yours,  &c. 


TO   COUNT   PULASKI. 

Head-duarters,  3  March,  1778. 

Sir, 
I  have  received  your  favor  of  the  28th  ultimo,  in- 
forming me  that  you  were  proceeding  with  a  part  of 
Bland's  regiment  to  join    General  "Wayne.     You  will 
have  received  my  instructions  relative  to  the  service, 
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which  you  are  to  render.  Your  intention  to  resign  is 
founded  on  reasons,  which  I  presume  make  you  think 
the  measure  necessary.  I  can  only  say,  therefore,  that 
it  will  always  give  me  pleasure  to  bear  testimony  to 
the  zeal  and  bravery,  which  you  have  displayed  on 
every  occasion.  Proper  measures  are  taking  for  com- 
pleting the  cavalry,  and  I  have  no  doubt  of  its  being 
on  a  respectable  footing  by  the  opening  of  the  cam- 
paign.   I  am,  Sir,  &,c. 


TO    THOMAS    WHAKTON,   PRESIDENT    OF   PENW- 
SYLVANIA. 

Valley  Forge,  7  March,  177S. 
SIK, 

There  is  nothing  I  have  more  at  heart,  than  to  dis- 
charge the  great  duties  incumbent  on  me  with  the 
strictest  attention  to  the  ease  and  convenience  of  the 
people.  Every  instance,  therefore,  of  hardship  or  op- 
pression, exercised  by  the  officers  of  any  department 
under  my  immediate  control,  gives  me  the  most  sen- 
sible concern,  and  should  be  immediately  punished,  if 
complaints  were  properly  made  and  supported.  That 
there  has  been  some  foundation  for  such  complaints, 
and  that  they  have  affected  the  service,  I  cannot  doubt, 
from  the  great  delay  and  backwardness  of  the  peopie 
in  forwarding  supplies  and  affording  the  means  of  trans- 
portation. Until  the  late  wagon  law  of  this  State  was 
passed,  there  being  no  means  of  procuring  the  service 
of  the  inhabitants  but  by  military  compulsion,  quarter- 
masters and  commissaries,  from  the  necessity  of  the 
case,  seem  to  have  been  justified  in  impressing,  though 
in  many  instances,  perhaps,  it  has  been  done  with  cir- 
cumstances of  terror  and  hardship,  which  they  ought 
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to  have  avoided.  But,  wlien  the  legislature  had  by 
law  made  an  arrangement,  and  put  this  important  ser- 
vice under  the  care  of  their  own  officers,  it  was  my 
full  determination,  by  every  means  in  my  power,  to 
support  the  law  which  had  been  passed,  and  avail  my- 
self of  the  resources  of  the  State  in  the  mode  pointed 
out,  under  a  full  confidence,  that  the  wisdom  and  fore- 
cast, which  had  marked  out  such  a  plan,  would  be 
accompanied  with  proportionate  zeal  and  efficacy  to 
carry  it  into  execution. 

Perhaps,  Sir,  I  am  not  sufficiently  informed,  to  judge 
properly  where  the  present  defect  lies,  and  therefore 
I  avoid  imputing  blame  to  any ;  but  I  would  wish  you, 
and  the  gentlemen  in  authority  with  you,  to  be  assured, 
that  iiothing  would  give  me  more  sadsfaction,  than  to 
sec  the  powers  of  the  government  so  effectual  for  the 
supply  and  accommodation  of  the  army,  as  to  take 
away  not  only  the  necessity  but  even  pretence  of 
using  any  other  than  the  ordinary  civil  authority.  Give 
me  leave  further  to  remark,  that  the  army  seems  to 
have  a  peculiar  claim  to  the  exertions  of  the  gentlemen 
of  this  State,  to  make  its  present  situadon  as  conven- 
ient as  possible;  as  it  was  greatly  owing  to  their  ap- 
prehensions and  anxieties,  expressed  in  a  memorial  to 
Congress,  that  the  present  position  was  talien,  where 
with  imparalleled  patience  they  have  gone  through  a 
severe  and  inclement  winter,  unprovided  with  any  of 
those  conveniences  and  comforts,  which  are  usually  the 
soldier's  lot  after  the  duties  of  the  field  are  over. 

The  necessities  of  the  service.  Sir,  are  great;  the 
duty  required,  I  acknowledge,  is  burthensome  and 
difTicult  at  this  inclement  season;  but  it  cannot  be 
dispensed  with.  The  army  and  the  country  have  a 
mutual  dependence  upon  each  other;  and  it  is  of  the 
last  importance,  that  their  several  duties  should  be  so 
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regulated  and  enforced,  as  to  produce,  not  only  the 
greatest  harmony  and  good  understanding,  but  the 
truest  happiness  and  comfort  to  each.  Depending, 
therefore,  upon  a  due  and  early  attention  to  this  im- 
portant business,  and  promising  myself  no  small  relief 
from  our  present  difficulties,  I  remain,  Sir,  with  due 
respect  and  regard,  yours,  &.c. 

P.  S.  Since  writing  the  foregoing,  I  have  received 
a  letter  from  Colonel  Gibson  at  Lancaster,  dated  the 
2d  instant,  an  extract  from  which,  with  his  order  to  the 
quartermaster  and  the  answer,  I  enclose,  to  show  how 
much  we  are  distressed  even  in  small  matters  ;  but 
our  sufferings  in'  camp,  for  want  of  forage  and  wagons, 
are  beyond  all  description. 


TO   THE    PRESIDENT    OF   COKGEESS. 

Valley  Porge,  7  March,  1778. 

Sib, 
I  take  the  liberty  of  transmitting  to  you  copies  of 
three  letters  from  Genera!  Howe,  of  the  I4th  and  21st 
ultimo,  and  of  the  2d  instant,  with  their  enclosures. 
The  unhappy  violation  of  the  flag  of  truce  has  laid  us 
under  no  small  embarrassments,  and  has  afforded  the 
enemy  good  grounds  for  complaint  and  triumph  at  the 
same  time.  This  however  is  the  natural  consMjuence, 
and  must  ever  be  the  case,  where  different  powers 
counteract  each  other  in  matters  of  the  most  delicate 
importance.  There  are  some  circumstances  attending 
this  affair,  which  it  may  possibly  be  in  the  power  of 
Congress  to  throw  Hght  upon.  If  they  can,  I  shall  be 
obliged  by  their  assistance. 

VOL.  V.  V 
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March  Sth.  —  In  consequence  of  the  letters,  which 
have  lately  passed  between  General  Howe  and  myself, 
particularly  those  of  the  5th  and  10th  ultimo,  copies  of 
which  I  had  the  honor  to  transmit  to  you  in  mine  of 
the  8th,  continued  to  the  1 4th,  I  was  about  to  send 
commissioners  to  meet  those  appointed  by  General 
Howe  for  adjusting  the  disputed  points  between  us, 
carrying  into  execution  an  exchange  of  prisoners,  and 
improving  the  old  cartel,  as  far  as  it  might  be  practi- 
cable, for  their  better  accommodation  in  future.  This 
meeting  was  to  be  on  the  10th  instant;  but,  yesterday 
morning,  Dunlap's  paper  of  the  4th  being  put  into  my 
hands,  I  found  that  a  resolution  had  been  made  on  the 
26th  of  February,  calling  for  all  accounts  against  pris- 
oners in  out'  hands,  and  declaring  that  no  exchange 
should  take  place,  till  the  balance  due  thereon  to  the 
United  States  is  discharged.  Some  of  the  States  are 
not  required  to  exhibit  their  claims  till  the  1st  of  June. 
The  time  that  would  be  taken  to  adjust  them,  and 
make  a  delivery  of  the  prisoners,  would  more  than 
exhaust  all  the  ensuing  summer. 

This  resolution  I  cannot  consider  as  an  intended 
infraction  of  my  engagements  with  General  Howe ;  yet 
its  operation  is  diametrically  opposite  both  to  the  spirit 
and  letter  of  the  propositions  made  on  my  part,  and 
acceded  to  on  his.  I  supposed  myself  fully  authorized 
"by  the  instructions  and  intentions"  of  Congress  to 
act  as  I  did ;  and  I  now  conceive,  that  the  public  as 
well  a3^  my  own  personal  honor  and  faith  are  pledged 
for  the  performance. 

By  the  direction  of  Congress,  I  in  the  first  instance 
stipulated  with  General  Howe  an  exchange  of  prison- 
ers, "  officer  for  officer,  of  equal  rank,  soldier  for  soldier, 
and  citizen  for  citizen."  This  agreement  they  have 
ever  approved,  and  repeatedly  declared  their  willing- 
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ness  to  carry  into  execution.  Their  resolution  of  the 
24th  of  March  last  empowered  me  (on  condition  of 
General  Lee  being  declared  exchangeable)  not  only 
"  to  proceed "  to  the  exchange  of  prisoners,  according 
to  the  principles  and  regulations  of  the  cartel  before 
agreed  on,  but  also  to  enter  into  such  further  prin- 
ciples and  regulations  as  should  appear  to  me  most 
proper  and  advantageous.  A  subsequent  resolution  of 
the  6th  of  June  holds  forth  the  same  language,  sanctions 
my  conduct  and  reasonings  in  the  negotiations  about 
that  time  on  the  subject,  and  directs  an  adherence  to 
them.  No  event  has  occurred  since  that  period,  by 
which  I  could  conclude  there  was  any  alteration  in  the 
views  of  Congress ;  so  far  from  it,  that  all  my  late  letters 
breathing  the  same  spirit  with  the  former,  and  pointedly 
signifying  my  wish  to  bring  about  a  general  exchange, 
if  not  with  an  express,  at  least  met  with  a  tacit  appro- 
bation. General  Howe  at  length,  by  profession  if  not 
in  reaUty,  is  wiUing  to  perform  the  agreement  on  the 
conditions  required  by  me  and  confirmed  by  them. 

It  may  be  said,  that,  with  whatever  powers  I  was 
originally  vested  to  negotiate  an  exchange,  the  resolu- 
tion of  the  19th  of  December  last  was  an  abridgment 
of  them,  so  far  as  to  annex  a  new  condition,  the  settle- 
ment and  payment  of  accounts  previous  to  its  taking 
place.  I  had  no  conception  of  this  being  the  case  in 
the  present  instance,  however  the  letter  may  warrant 
the  construction.  Besides  the  common  principle  of 
preventing  the  inconveniences,  necessarily  resulting 
from  allowing  the  enemy  to  make  their  payments  in 
paper  currency,  I.  had  reason  to  imagine  that  General 
Burgoyne's  army  was  more  particularly  the  object  of 
the  concluding  clause.  This  interpretation  I  the'  more 
readily  adopted,  for,  exclusive  of  the  afTairs  of  that 
army,  I  verily  believed,  that,  from  the  confused,  defec- 
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tive  State  of  our  accounts  relating  to  prisoners,  there 
would  be  a  considerable  balance  in  favor  of  Mr.  Howe. 
Nor  was  the  situation  of  our  accounts  the  only  reason 
for  this  belief;  the  prisoners  izi  our  hands,  especially 
those  westward  of  the  Delaware,  as  I  am  informed, 
have  been  in  a  great  measure  supported  by  their  own 
labor,  and  at  the  expense  of  the  enemy,  who  have  had 
agents  constantly  among  us.  If  this  is  the  case,  the 
reason  of  the  resolve  not  applying,  the  effect  ought  not 
of  course. 

But  perhaps  it  may  be  thought  contrary  to  our  in- 
terest to  go  into  an  exchange,  as  the  enemy  would 
derive  more  immediate  advantage  from  it  than  we 
should.  This  I  shall  not  deny ;  but  it  appeared  to  me, 
that,  on  prmciples  of  genuine,  extensive  policy,  inde- 
pendent of  the  considerations  of  compassion  and  justice, 
we  were  under  an  obligation  not  to  elude  it.  I  have 
the  best  evidence,  that  an  event  of  this  kind  is  the 
general  wish  of  the  country.  I  know  it  to  be  the  wish 
of  the  army ;  and  no  one  can  doubt,  that  it  is  the  ar- 
dent wish  of  the  unhappy  sufferers  themselves.  We 
need  only  consult  the  dde  of  humanity,  and  the  sym- 
pathies natural  to  those  connected  by  the  cement  of 
blood,  interest,  and  a  common  dread  of  evil,  to  be 
convinced,  that  the  prevailing  current  of  sentiment  de- 
mands an  exchange.  If  the  country,  the  army,  and 
even  the  prisoners  themselves,  had  a  precise  idea  of 
our  circumstances,  and  could  be  fully  sensible  of  the 
disadvantages,  that  might  attend  the  giving  our  enemy 
a  considerable  reinforcement  without  having  an  equiva- 
lent, they  might  perhaps  be  willing  to  make  a  sacrifice 
of  their  feelings  to  motives  of  policy.  But  they  have 
not  fliis  knowledge,  and  cannot  be  entrusted  with  it; 
and  their  reasonings,  of  necessity,  will  be  governed  by 
what  they  feei. 
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Were  an  opinion  once  to  be  established  (and  the 
enemy  and  their  emissaries  know  very  well  how  to  in- 
culcate it,  if  they  are  furnished  with  a  plausible  pre- 
text), that  we  designedly  avoided  an  exchange,  it  would 
be  a  cause  of  dissatisfaction  and  disgust  to  the  country 
and  to  the  army,  of  resentment  and  desperation  to  our 
captive  officers  and  soldiers.  To  say  nothing  of  the 
importance  of  not  hazarding  our  national  character  but 
upon  the  most  solid  grounds,  especially  in  our  embryo 
state,  from  the  influence  it  may  have  on  our  affairs 
abroad,  it  may  not  be  a  htde  dangerous  to  beget  in 
the  minds  of  our  own  countrymen  a  suspicion,  that  we 
do  not  pay  the  strictest  observance  to  the  maxims  of 
honor  and  good  faith. 

It  is  prudent  to  use  the  greatest  caution  not  to  shock 
the  notions  of  general  justice  and  humanity,  universal 
among  mankind,  as  weil  in  a  public  as  a  private  view. 
In  a  business  on  the  side  of  which  the  passions  are  so 
much  concerned  as  in  the  present,  men  would  be 
readily  disposed  to  believe  the  worst,  and  cherish  the 
most  unfavorable  conclusions.  Were  the  letters,  that 
have  passed  between  General  Howe  and  myself  from 
first  to  last,  and  the  proceedings  of  Congress  on  the 
same  subject,  to  be  pubhshed  with  proper  comments, 
it  is  much  to  be  feared,  if  the  exchange  should  be 
deferred  till  the  terms  of  the  last  resolve  were  fulfilled, 
that  it  would  be  difficult  to  prevent  our  being  generally 
accused  of  a  breach  of  good  faith.  Perhaps  it  might 
be  said,  that,  while  the  enemy  refused  us  justice,  we 
fondly  embraced  the  opportunity  to  be  loud,  persever- 
ing, incessant  in  our  claims  ;  but,  the  moment  they  were 
willing  to  render  it,  we  receded  from  ourselves,  and 
started  new  difficulties.  This,  I  say,  might  be  the  rea- 
soning of  speculative  minds ;  and  they  might  consider 
all  our  professions  as  mere  professions ;  or,  at  best,  that 
VOL.  V.  33  v 
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interest  and  policy  were  to  be  the  only  arbiters  of  their 
validity. 

Imputations  of  this  nature  would  have  a  tendency 
to  unnerve  our  operations,  by  diminishing  that  respect 
and  confidence,  which  are  essential  to.  be  placed  in 
those,  who  are  at  the  head  of  affairs  either  in  the  civil 
or  military  line.  This,  added  to  the  prospect  of  hope- 
less captivity,  would  be  a  great  discouragement  to  the 
service.  The  ill  consequences  of  both  would  be  im- 
mense, by  increasing  the  causes  of  discontent  in  the 
army,  which  are  already  too  numerous,  and  many  of 
which  are  in  a  great  measure  unavoidable ;  by  ford- 
fying  that  unwillingness,  which  already  appears  too 
great,  towards  entering  into  the  service,  and  of  course 
impeding  the  progress  both  of  drafting  and  recruiting ; 
by  dejecting  the  courage  of  the  soldiery,  from  an  ap- 
prehension of  the  horrors  of  captivity ;  and,  finally,  by 
reducing  those,  whose  lot  it  is  to  drink  the  bitter  cup, 
to  a  despair,  which  can  only  find  relief  by  renouncing 
their  attachments  and  engaging  with  their  captors. 
These  eifects  have  already  been  experienced  in  part 
from  the  obstacles,  that  have  Iain  in  the  way  of  ex- 
changes ;  but  if  these  obstacles  were  once  to  seem  the 
result  of  system,  they  would  become  tenfold.  Nothing 
has  operated  more  disagreeably  upon  the  minds  of  the 
militia,  than  the  fear  of  captivity,  on  the  footing  on  which 
it  has  hitherto  stood.  What  would  be  their  reasonings, 
if  it  should  be  thought  to  stand  upon  a  worse  7 

If  a  present  temporary  interest  is  to  be  a  ruling  prin- 
ciple, it  is  easy  to  prove,  that  an  exchange  can  never 
take  place.  The  constitution  of  our  array  in  respect  to 
the  term  of  service  for  which  our  men  engage,  and  the 
dependence  we  are  obliged  to  place  on  the  militia,  must 
for  ever  operate  against  us  in  exchanges,  and  forbid  an 
equality  of  advantages.    Should  it  be  said,  that  there 
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are  times  when  it  might  be  more  peculiarly  unequal 
and  injurious,  and  that  the  present  is  such^  on  account 
of  the  weak  condition  of  our  army,  I  answer,  that  the 
delay  necessarily  involved  ih  the  previous  negotiation 
on  the  subject,  in  delivering  the  prisoners  from  time 
to  time  in  small  numbers,  and  receiving  others  in  their 
stead,  and  the  mode  of  delivery  at  different  places,  will 
nearly  bring  the  matter  to  the  point  we  could  wish,  and 
give  us  leisure  to  reinforce  this  army,  if  it  is  to  be  done 
at  all,  so  as  to  obviate  in  a  great  measure  the  ill  conse- 
quences apprehended. 

But  if  the  argument  of  interest  on  a  partial  scale  be 
pursued  as  far  as  it  will  go,  not  only  the  general  con- 
sideration thrown  out  above,  but  special  ones  apposite 
to  every  situation  will  present  themselves,  that  we 
ought  not  to  exchange.  JVoio  we  ought  not,  because 
our  army  is  weak!  When  the  season  is  more  advanced, 
and  it  is  time  for  the  campaign  to  open,  we  ought  not, 
because  our  army  may  be  strong,  and  it  will  be  our 
business  to  av^l  ourselves  of  our  own  strength,  and 
the  enemy's  weakness,  to  strike  some  decisive  blow ! 
If  they,  by  the  protection  of  their  shipping  and  impreg- 
nable works,  should  be  able  to  baffle  our  attempts  till 
the  period  of  rcmforcements  from  Europe  arrive,  it  will 
surely  then  not  be  our  interest  to  add  numbers  and 
strength  to  an  enemy  already  sufficiently  numerous  and 
strong  !  Thus,  by  a  parity  of  reasoning,  the  golden  era 
will  never  come,  which  is  to  relieve  the  miseries  of 
captivity.  Our  service  must  become  odious ;  those  who 
are  out  of  it  will  endeavour  to  keep  so ;  and  those  who 
are  in  it  will  wish  to  get  out  of  it ;  every  prisoner  the 
enemy  makes  will  be  his  soldier,  rather  than  submit  to 
a  rigorous  and  despairing  confinement. 

If  we  do  not  seize  the  present  propidous  moment, 
when  the  necessities  of  the  enemy  press  them  to  rea- 
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sonable  terms,  to  form  and  establish  a  liberal  cartel,  it 
13  not  impossible,  in  the  vicissitudes  and  reverses  of 
war,  that  a  time  may  come  when  we  should  wish  we 
had  embraced  it,  and  interest  may  strongly  impel  the 
enemy  to  decline  it,  except  on  the  most  unequal  con- 
ditions. True  policy,  as  well  as  good  faith,  in  my 
opinion,  binds  us  to  improve  the  occasion.  There  are 
however  some  ambiguities  in  General  Howe's  conduct, 
which  require  explanation,  and  ought  to  put  us  upon 
our  guard.  I  determined  to  make  the  affair  of  citizens 
(namely,  to  procure  an  exemption  from  captivity  for 
them  if  possible,  or,  if  not,  since  it  cannot  now  be  de- 
manded as  a  matter  of  right,  to  fix  their  exchangeability 
upon  the  easiest  and  most  unequivocal  foundation,)  an 
indispensable  preliminary  to  any  further  procedure ;  and 
at  the  same  time  to  secure  the  exchange  of  General 
Lee,  and  all  other  officers,  who  have  been  the  particu- 
lar objects  of  exception. 

The  interview  intended  between  General  Howe's 
commissioners  and  those  on  our  part  on  the  10  th  in- 
stant is  now  postponed.  I  cannot  doubt  that  Congress, 
in  preservation  of  the  public  faith  and  my  personal 
honor,  will  remove  all  impediments,  that  now  oppose 
themselves  to  my  engagements,  and  that  they  will  au- 
thorize me,  through  commissioners  appointed  for  the 
purpose,  to  negotiate  a  more  extensive  and  competent 
cartel,  upon  such  principles  as  may  appear  advantageous 
and  founded  in  necessity,  any  resolutions  heretofore  to 
the  contrary  notwithstanding ;  and  I  must  request,  that 
they  wiU  favor  me  with  their  answer  by  the  earliest 
opportunity. 

The  work,  from  its  nature,  will  be  difficult.  Two 
parties  are  concerned,  whose  interests  are  more  than 
opposite  in  a  common  view.  We  shaU  endeavour  to 
act  for  the  best,  and  to  promote  the  public  service  as 
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far  as  possible,  though  we  may  not  be  able  to  answer 
the  expectations  of  all.  But  it  should  be  remembered, 
that,  although  General  Howe's  want  of  men  affords  a 
prospect  of  favorable  terms,  yet  he  will  not  be  disposed 
to  sacrifice  to  it  all  considerations  of  general  advantage 
in  a  contract  of  such  a  nature ;  and  it  is  not  even  to  be 
hoped,  that  it  can  take  place  except  on  principles  of 
mutual  benefit.  I  persuade  myself,  that  the  freedom 
1  have  taken  in  delivering  my  sentiments  so  fully  upon 
this  occasion  will  readily  be  excused,  as  it  proceeds 
from  a  desire  to  place  the  modves  of  my  conduct  in  a 
just  point  of  view,  and  from  an  opinion  of  duty,  that 
led  me  to  a  free  discussion  of  a  subject,  which,  con- 
sidered in  all  its  lights,  will  appear  to  comprehend 
consequences  of  the  first  delicacy  and  magnitude. 
1  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c.* 


TO   BRIGADIER-GENERAL   PAKSONS,  AT  WEST  POINT. 
Valley  Forge,  8  March,  1778. 

Dear  Sir, 
Below  you  will  receive  a  copy  of  my  last  dated  the 
5th,  to  which  I  will  add  a  thought,  which  has  occurred 
since  the  writing  of  it ;  and  which,  if  the  scheme  is 
practicable  at  all,  may  add  not  a  little  to  the  success; 
namely,  to  let  the  officers  and  soldiers  employed  in  the 
enterprise  be  dressed  in  red,  and  much  in  the  taste 


"  After  taking  tl      1  tt  t  d      ti 

pend  the  operation    t  th       1  rm  1 

authorized  General  Wash      t      t    p         d  t 
oners  thea  in  the  p  w       f  tl  my    w  tl 

eettlement  of  accou  ta     b  t  <n.  s  azy  : 

he  was  reiiuii'ed  to      t  f       ty  t    th 

liquidation  of  accou  t    f     th         pp    t    f  p 
exchanged.  —  Joun    I      V     h  18lh 
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of  the  British  soldiery.  Webb's  regiment  w\\\  afford 
these  dresses ;  and  it  might  not  be  amiss  to  know  cer- 
tainly the  number  of  some  regiment,  that  is  quartered 
in  the  city.  Under  some  circumstances,  this  knowledge 
may  avail  them,  especially  if  the  number  on  their  own 
buttons  should  correspond  thereto.    I  am,  Slc. 


COPY  OF  THE  LETTER  REFEBRKD  TO  AROVE. 

5  Marcli,  1778. 

Dear  Sir, 

I  learn  from  undoubted  authority,  that  General  Clin- 
ton quarters  in  Captain  Kennedy's  house  in  the  city 
of  New  York,  which  you  know  is  near  Fort  George, 
and,  by  reason  of  the  late  fire,  stands  in  a  manner 
alone.  What  guards  may  be  at  or  near  his  quarters, 
I  cannot  with  precision  say ;  and  ■  therefore  shall  not 
add  any  thing  on  this  score,  lest  it  should  prove  a 
misinformafiofl.  But  I  think  it  one  of  the  most  prac- 
ticable, and  surely  it  will  be  among  the  most  desir- 
able and  honorable  things  imaginable  to  take  him 
prisoner. 

This  house  lying  close  by  the  water,  and  a  retired 
way  through  a  back  yard  or  garden  leading  into  it, 
what,  but  want  of  secrecy,  if  you  have  eight  or  ten 
whale-boats,  can  prevent  the  execution  in  the  hands  of 
an  enterprising  party  1  The  embarkation  might  even 
be  (and  this  I  should  think  best)  at  King's  Ferry,  on 
the  first  of  the  ebb,  and  early  in  the  evening.  Six  or 
eight  hours,  with  change  of  hands,  would  row  the  boats 
under  the  west  shore  and  very  secretly  to  the  city,  and 
the  flood-tide  will  hoist  them  back  again ;  or  a  party 
of  horse  might  meet  them  at  Fort  Lee.  No  ship  oi 
war  is  in  the  North  Kiver ;  at  least  there  was  none  ten 
days  ago ;  nor  within  four  hundred  yards  of  the  Point ; 
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all  being  in  the  East  River.  X  shall  add  no  more. 
This  is  dropped  as  a  hint  to  be  improved  upon,  or 
rejected,  as  circumstances  point  out  and  justify. 

I  am,  &.C. 


TO   SIR  WILLIAM   HOWE. 

Head-Quarters,  9  March,  1778. 

Sir, 

I  have  your  letters  of  the  14th  and  21st  of  February, 
and  the  2d  of  March,  of  all  which  due  notice  shall  be 
taljen.  Particular  circumstances  make  it  inconvenient 
for  my  commissioners  to  meet  yours  at  the  time  ap- 
pointed. I  must,  therefore,  beg  to  have  the  meeting 
deferred  till  the  31st  of  March.* 

Mr.  Boudinot,  who  has  lately  returned  to  camp  ii'om 
New  York,  informs  me,  that  notwithstanding  Ma-pr- 
General  Prescott  has  been  several  weeks  in  the  city, 
in  pursuance  of  our  agreement  for  the  liberation  of 
officers  on  parole,  General  Lee  is  not  permitted  to 
come  out ;  and  that  orders  had  been  received  from 
you  to  send  him  round  to  Philadelphia  by  water,  that 
you  might  take  his  parole  in  person.  There  can  be 
no  reason  to  prevent  his  parole  being  talcen  where  he 

Tlllv  dhytlUtid         1         fC&  Ih 

t     (i  1  A^  -ish      t         1  tt        f  tl      &th      H     J    p   1   th  t 

by  p    tp  tfi    t         C    g        w    Id  d      th       p         d 

d       bl    1  m  t       mply  wthhpis        dthlp  lid 

Yttlirmt  yfrtt  ttlly         td 

p  thmdfG         IH  dpdl  f        blm 

P  H  tirh4th,tLdG  Cim  fU 

Th    t  m      pp      t  d  f     th    m    tl         f  th         mn  b  p    t 

p       dhy&  IW    hm^t      t    th    31  t    fth     m     th,wth     t        „      „ 

any  sa.tisfacl;oTy  reason,  leads  me  to  believe  titt  neither  he,  nor  those 
under  whose  authority  he  acts,  are  sincere  in  tiieit  profe'J'iions  to  cfttrv 
an  exchange  into  esecution  at  this  time." 
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is;  and  I  must  consider  his  being  required  to  expose 
himself  to  the  inconveniences  of  a  sea-voyage  at  this 
season  as  altogether  unnecessary.  I  had  a  right  to 
expect,  that  he  would  have  been  released  as  soon  as 
General  Prescott  went  in  ;  and  must  request,  that  you 
will  accordingly  give  immediate  orders  for  it.  If  you 
will  be  pleased  to  transmit  your  directions  through  me 
for  that  purpose,  I  will  carefully  forward  them.  This 
would  obviate  the  uncertainty  and  possible  delay  of  a 
conveyance  by  water.    I  am,  with  due  respect,  Sir,  &.c. 


TO   THE   BIABQUIS   DE   LAFAYETTE. 

Head-Quarters,  10  M.arch,  1778. 
My  dear  Marquis, 
I  have  had  the  pleasure  of  receiving  your  two  favors 
of  the  19th  and  23d  of  February,  and  hasten  to  dispel 
those  fears,  respecting  your  reputation,  which  are  ex- 
cited only  by  an  uncommon  degree  of  sensibiUty.  You 
seem  to  apprehend  that  censure,  proportioned  to  the 
disappointed  expectations  of  the  world,  will  fall  on  you, 
in  consequence  of  the  failure  of  the  Canadian  expedi- 
tion. But,  in  the  first  place,  it  will  be  no  disadvantage 
to  you  to  have  it  known  in  Europe,  that  you  had  re- 
ceived so  manifest  a  proof  of  the  good  opinion  and 
confidence  of  Congress,  as  an  important  detached  com- 
mand ',  and  I  am  persuaded,  that  every  one  will  applaud 
your  prudence  in  renouncing  a  project,  in  pursuing 
which  you  would  vainly  have  attempted  physical  im- 
possibUities.  Indeed,  unless  you  can  be  chargeable 
with   the  invariable  effects  of  natural  causes,  and  be 

*  See  extracts  from  the  letters,  to  which  this  m  a  reply,  in  t)ic  Ap- 
pend is.  No.  XI. 


,di„Google 


PabtU.]      the   AMERICAN    REVOLUTION.  265 

arraigned  for  not  suspending  the  course  of  the  seasons, 
to  accommodate  your  march  over  the  Lake,  the  most 
prone  to  slander  can  have  nothing  to  found  blame 
upon. 

However  sensibly  your  ardor  for  glory  may  make 
you  feel  this  disappointment,  you  may  be  assured,  that 
your  character  stands  as  fair  as  ever  it  did,  and  that 
no  new  enterprise  is  necessary  to  wipe  off  this  imagin- 
ary stain.  The  expedition,  which  you  hint  at,  I  think 
unadvisable  in  our  present  circumstances.  Any  thing 
in  the  way  of  a  formal  attack,  which  would  necessarily 
be  announced  to  the  enemy  by  preparatory  measures, 
would  not  be  likely  to  succeed.  If  a  stroke  is  medi- 
tated in  that  quarter,  it  must  be  effected  by  troops 
stationed  at  a  proper  distance  for  availing  themselves 
of  the  first  favorable  opportunity  offered  by  the  enemy, 
and  success  would  principally  depend  upon  the  sud- 
denness of  the  attempt.  This,  therefore,  must  rather 
be  the  effect  of  time  and  chance,  than  premeditation. 
You  undoubtedly  have  determined  judiciously  in  wait- 
ing the  further  orders  of  Congress.  Whether  they 
allow  me  the  pleasure  of  seeing  you  shortly,  or  destine 
you  to  a  longer  absence,  you  may  assure  yourself  of 
the  sincere  good  wishes  of,  dear  Sir,  &c. 

P.  S.  Your  directing  payment  of  such  debts  as  ap- 
pear to  be  most  pressing  is  certainly  right.  There  is 
not  money  enough  to  answer  every  demand ;  and  I 
wish  your  supplies  of  clothing  had  been  better.  Your 
ordering  a  large  supply  of  provisions  into  Fort  Schuy- 
ler was  a  very  judicious  measure,  and  I  thank  you 
for  it. 
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TO   MAJ OK- GENERAL   SULLIVAN. 

Head-Q,u[Lrter3,  10  March,  1778. 

Sir, 

In  pursuance  of  a  resolve  of  Congress,  dated  the 
21st  of  February  last,  by  which  I  am  directed  to  order 
a  major-general  to  take  the  command  of  the  troops  in 
the  State  of  Rhode  Island,  in  the  place  of  Major- 
General  Spencer,  who  has  resigned,  I  have  appointed 
you  to  that  duty,  and  you  are  to  proceed  with  all 
convenient  despatch  to  enter  upon  it. 

Congress  have  not  communicated  any  thing  to  me 
on  the  subject  of  instructions.  If  they  have  any  new 
object,  which  will  occasion  an  alteration  in  those  given 
to  your  predecessor,  it  is  probable  that  they  wiU  make 
you  particularly  acquainted  with  their  views.     I  am,  &c. 


TO  lieutek"Akt-ge:seeal  burgoyme. 

Head-Quarters,  11  Mai-ch,  1778. 

Sir, 
I  was  only  two  days  since  honored  with  your  very 
obliging  letter  of  the  11th  of  February.  Your  indulgent 
opinion  of  my  character,  and  the  polite  terms  in  which 
you  are  pleased  to  express  it,  are  peculiarly  flattering ; 
and  I  take  pleasure  in  the  opportunity  you  have  af- 
forded me,  of  assuring  you,  that,  far  from  suiferlng  the 
views  of  national  opposition  to  be  embittered  and  de- 
based by  personal  animosity,  I  am  ever  ready  to  do 
justice  to  the  merit  of  the  man  and  soldier,  and  to 
esteem  where  esteem  is  due,  however  the  idea  of  a 
pubhc  enemy  may  interpose.  You  will  not  think  it  the 
language  of  unmeaning  ceremony,  if  I  add,  that  senti- 
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ments  of  personal  respect,  in  the  present  instance,  are 
reciprocal. 

Viewing  you  in  the  light  of  an  officer,  contending 
against  what  I  conceive  to  be  the  rights  of  my  country, 
the  reverses  of  fortune  you  experienced  in  the  field 
cannot  be  unacceptable  to  me ;  but,  abstracted  from 
considerations  of  national  advantage,  I  can  sincerely 
sympathize  with  your  feelings  as  a  soldier,  the  unavoid- 
able difficulties  of  whose  situation  forbade  his  success  ; 
and  as  a  man,  whose  lot  combines  the  calamity  of  ill 
health,  the  anxieties  of  captivity,  and  the  painful  sensi- 
bihty  for  a  reputation  exposed,  where  he  most  values  it, 
to  the  assaults  of  malice  and  detraction. 

As  your  aid-de-camp  went  directly  to  Congress, 
the  business  of  your  letter  to  me  had  been  decided 
before  it  came -to  hand.  I  am  happy,  that  their  cheer- 
ful acquiescence  in  your  request  prevented  the  neces- 
sity of  my  intervention ;  and  wishing  you  a  safe  and 
agreeable  passage,  with  a  perfect  restoration  of  your 
health,  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  &.c.* 


TO   GEORGE   WILLIAM   FAIRFAX,   IN   ENGLAND. 

Head-Quarters,  Pennsylvania,  11  March,  1778 

Dear  Sm, 

Immediately  on  my  appointment  to  the  command  of 
the  American  army,  and  arrival  at  Cambridge,  near 
Boston,  in  the  year  1775,  I  informed 'you  of  the  im- 

«  General  Burgoyne  wrote  in  reply ;  —  "  I  beg  you  to  accept  my  sin- 
cerest  acknowledgments  for  your  obliging  letter.  I  And  the  character, 
which  I  before  knew  to  be  respectable,  ia  also  perfectly  amiable  ;  and 
I  aliould  have  few  greater  private  gratifications  in  seeing  our  melan- 
choly contest  at  an  end,  than  that  of  cultivating  your  friendship,"  — 
April  itk. 


,dhy  Google 


268 


WASHINGTON'S   WRITINGS.  [Mt.  i6. 


practicability  of  my  longer  continuing  to  perform  the 
duties  of  a  friend,  by  having  an  eye  to  the  conduct  of 
your  collector  and  steward;  as  my  absence  from  Vir- 
ginia would  not  only  withdraw  every  little  attention  I 
otherwise  might  have  given  to  your  business,  but  in- 
volve my  own  in  the  same  neglected  predicament. 
What  use  you  may  have  made  of  the  information,  I 
know  not,  having  heard  nothing  from  you  these  four 
years,  nor  been  in  Virginia  these  last  three.  I  have 
heard,  and  fear  it  is  true,  that  your  seat  (Belvoir)  is 
verging  fast  to  destruction.  In  what  condition,  and 
under  what  management,  your  estate  in  Berkeley  is,  I 
know  not ;  and  equally  ignorant  am  I  respecting  the 
conduct  of  Peyton,  but  earnestly  advise  you  to  em- 
power some  person  to  attend  to  these  matters,  or  the 
consequence  is  obvious. 

Lord  Fairfax,  as  I  have  been  told,  after  having  been 
bowed  down  to  the  grave,  and  in  a  manner  shaken 
hands  with  Death,  is  perfectly  restored,  and  enjoys 
his  usual  good  health,  and  as  much  vigor  as  falls  to 
the  lot  of  ninety.  Miss  Fairfax  was  upon  the  point 
of  marriage  in  December  last  with  a  relation  of  mine, 
a  Mr.  Whiting ;  but  her  ill  health  delayed  it  at  that 
time,  and  what  has  happened  since  I  am  not  informed. 
Your  nieces  in  Alexandria  are  both  married ;  the  elder 
to  Mr.  Herbert,  the  younger  to  Mr.  Harry  Whiting,  son 
of  Frank  in  Berkeley.  Mrs.  Gary,  her  son  Colonel 
Gary,  Mr.  Nicholas,  Mrs.  Ambler,  and  their  respective 
families  were  all  well  about  two  months  ago.  Miss 
Gary  is  married  to  Tom  Nelson,  second  son  to  the 
Secretary. 

Mrs.  Washington,  who  is  now  in  quarters  with  me, 
joins  in  most  affectionate  compliments  to  Mrs.  Fairfax 
and  yourself  with,  dear  Sir,  &c. 
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TO   THE   PRESIDENT   OF   COKGEESS. 

Valley  Forge,  13  March,  177a 

Sir, 

I  am  happy  to  find,  that  my  past  conduct  respecting 
citizens,  in  the  correspondence  between  General  Howe 
and  myself,  is  approved  by  Congress.  They  may  rest 
assured,  that  their  rights  are  strongly  impressed  on  my 
mind ;  and  that,  in  all  my  transactions,  every  support 
in  my  power  shall  be  given  to  them.  I  know  their  im- 
portance ;  and,  in  my  expected  negotiations  with  Gen- 
eral Howe,  if  possible,  I  will  exempt  citizens  from 
captivity.  However,  I  cannot  hope  to  effect  it,  as  I 
cannot  demand  it  as  a  matter  of  right ;  since  Congress 
themselves,  in  their  original  resolve  directing  a  proposi- 
tion to  be  made  for  the  exchange  of  prisoners,  men- 
tioned that  of  citizens,  which  implied  a  right  of  captur- 
ing them. 

They  may  also  be  assured,  that  General  Lee  will  not 
be  forgotten.  He  has  all  along  been  a  principal  object 
in  dispute ;  and,  so  far  from  doing  any  thing  injurious 
to  him,  his  right  to  be  exchanged,  and  his  releasement, 
are  intended  to  be  placed  upon  the  most  explicit,  un- 
ambiguous footing.  Indeed,  from  the  spirit  of  General 
Howe's  letters  collectively  taken,  since  his  agreement 
to  enlarge  the  officers  on  parole  in  the  first  instance, 
and  his  extension  of  it  in  the  last  to  an  exchange, 
though  they  are  not  free  from  ambiguities,  it  may  be 
inferred,  that,  on  sending  in  Lieutenant- Colonel  Camp- 
bell and  the  Hessian  field-ofiicers  captured  at  Trenton, 
an  exchange  of  all  officers  will  immediately  commence. 
It  seems  to  be  a  point  with  him,  that  it  shall  begin 
with  them,  as  they  have  been  longest  in  captivity.  I 
have  taken  the  liberty  to  enclose  to  you  copies  of  three 
letters,  which  have  just  passed  between  General  Howe 
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and  myself)  more  particularly  concerning  General  Lee, 
in  which  I  have  pushed  matters  respecting  him  as  far 
as  I  thought  it  prudent  at  this  time.  Every  precaution 
will  certainly  be  used  to  prevent  the  enemy  irom  gain- 
ing any  advantage  in  the  exchange  of  prisoners. 

With  great  deference  I  would  take  the  liberty  to  ob- 
serve, that  Congress  seem  to  have  carried  the  preamble 
of  their  resolve  of  the  26th  ultimo,  prohibiting  the  en- 
listing of  prisoners  and  deserters,  too  far ;  and,  through 
accident,  to  have  recited  a  fact,  that  has  never  happened 
(at  least  to  my  knowledge),  and  which  is  injurious  to 
us,  namely,  that  prisoners  had  been  enlisted  by  us.  If 
any  have,  it  is  what  I  never  knew.  However,  be  this 
as  it  may,  if  the  resolution  has  not  been  published,  I 
could  wish  the  preamble  to  be  altered,  and  only  to 
recite,  "  that  experience,  &,c.  in  deserters "  only.  The 
resoludon  itself  may  stand  as  it  does,  comprehending 
a  prohibition  against  the  enhstment  of  both. 

My  reason  for  troubling  Congress  upon  this  occasion 
is,  that  we  have  always  complained  against  General 
Howe,  and  still  do,  for  obliging  or  permitting  the  pris- 
oners in  his  hands  to  enlist,  as  an  unwarrantable  proce- 
dure, and  wholly  repugnant  to  the  spirit  at  least  of  the 
cartel.  This  preamble  seems  to  admit  the  practice  on 
our  part,  which  would  certainly  justify  it  in  Mim,  and 
is  such  evidence  as  must  silence  us  in  future  (should 
it  stand),  and  afford  him  an  opportunity  for  recrimina- 
tion, though,  as  I  have  suggested,  I  believe  no  prisoners 
have  been  enlisted  by  us ;  I  am  sure  none  have  through 
compulsion.    I  have  the  honor  to  he,  &,c.* 


*  The  preamble  and  reaolve  had  probably  been  published  before  the 
above  letter  was  received  by  Congress,  since  they  both  now  Btnnd  in 
the  Joiimaia  aa  they  were  originally  passed.  "  Whereas  experience  has 
proved,  that  no  confidence  can  be  placed  in  prisonera  of  war  or  desert- 
ers from  the  enemy,  who   enlist  into  the  Continental   army,   but  many 
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TO   CAPTAIN   JOHN   BARRY. 

Head-Q,uarters,  12  Match,  1778. 

Sir, 
I  have  received  your  favor  of  the  9th  instant,  and 
congratulate  you  on  the  success,  which  has  crowned 
your  gallantry  and  address  in  the  late  attack  upon  the 
enemy's  ships.  Although  circumstances  have  prevent- 
ed you  from  reaping  the  full  benefit  of  your  conquest, 
yet  there  is  ample  consolation  in  the  degree  of  glory, 
which  you  have  acquired.  You  will  be  pleased  to  ac- 
cept of  my  thanks  for  the  good  things,  which  you  were 
so  polite  as  to  send  me,  with  my  wishes,  that  a  suitable 
recompense  may  always  attend  your  bravery. 

I  am,  Sir,  &,c.* 
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TO   SIR   WILLIAM   HOWE. 

Valley  Forge,  13  Match,  1778. 

Sir, 

Your  letter  of  the  10th  came  to  hand  last  night.* 
The  meeting  of  our  commissioners  cannot  take  place 
till  the  time  appointed  in  my  last.t 

I  am  not  able  to  conceive  on  what  principle  it  should 
be  imagined,  that  any  distinction,  injurious  to  Lieu- 
tenant-Colonel Campbell  and  the  Hessian  field-officers, 
still  exists.  That  they  have  not  yet  been  returned  on 
parole  is  to  be  ascribed  solely  to  the  remoteness  of 
their  situation.  Mr.  Boudinot  informs  me,  that  he  mo- 
mentarily expects  their  arrival,  in  prosecution  of  our 
engagement.  You  are  weli  aware,  that  the  distinction 
originally  made,  with  respect  to  them,  was  in  conse- 
quence of  your  discrimination  to  the  prejudice  of 
General  Lee.  On  your  receding  from  that  discrimina- 
tion, and  agreeing  to  a  mutual  releasement  of  officers 
on  parole,  the  difficulty  ceased,  and  General  Prescott 
was  sent  into  New  York,  in  full  expectation,  that 
General  Lee  would  come  out  in  return.  So  far  from 
adhering  to  any  former  exception,  I  had  particularly 
directed  my  commissary  of  prisoners  to  release  Lieu- 
tenant-Colonel Campbell,  in  hen  of  Lieutenant- Colonel 
Ethan  Allen. 

■*  See  Appesdix,  No.  XIII. 

f  The  time  appointed  was  the  31st  of  March,  or  rather  General  Wash- 
ington found  it  necessary  to  defer  the  meeting  till  tliat  time,  on  account 
of  a  resolve  of  Congress,  which  made  tliis  postponement  necessary.  The 
commissioners  were  Colonel  William  Grayson,  Lieutenant- Colonels  Har- 
rison and  Hamilton,  and  Elias  Boudinot.  Their  instructions  were  dated 
on  the  9Sth  of  March,  and  they  were  empowered  to  confer  with  the 
British  commissioners,  "  and  determine  and  agree  upon  a  treaty  and  con- 
vention for  the  exchange  of  prisoners  of  war,  and  for  all  matters  what- 
soever, which  may  be  properly  contained  tlierein,  on  principles  of  justice, 
humanity,  and  mutual  advantage,  and  agreeably  to  the  customary  rules 
and  practice  of  war  among  civilized  nations." 
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I  wish,  Sir,  I  was  not  obliged  to  say,  that  there  are 
some  ambiguities  still  characterizing  the  measures  taken 
concerning  General  Lee,  which  justify  alarming  sur- 
mises, notwithstanding  all  that  has  passed  to  the  con- 
trary. 1  have  now  been  as  explicit  as  you  can  desire, 
on  the  subject  of  Colonel  Campbell  and  the  Hessian 
gentlemen ;  and  1  hope  to  find  yon  as  explicit  on  the 
subject  of  General  Lee,  by  giving  directions,  without 
further  delay,  to  liberate  him  in  place  of  General  Pres- 
cott.  General  Lee's  request,  mentioned  by  you,  to  be 
permitted  to  come  by  land  to  Philadelphia,  can  be  no 
objection  to  this  requisition.  It  was  founded  upon  your 
order  to  send  him  round  by  water  to  that  place;  and, 
conceiving  it  would  be  insisted  on,  that  he  should  pass 
to  Philadelphia,  he  preferred  the  mode  of  going  by 
land,  as  the  least  inconvenient  alternative.  But  the 
measure  appears  to  me  wholly  improper,  and  a  depar- 
ture from  our  late  stipulation,  calculated  to  impose  un- 
necessary hardships  on  that  unfortunate  gentleman,  and 
to  produce  needless  procrastination,  at  least,  in  allowing 
him  the  common  benefit  of  a  general  agreement. 

With  due  respect,  I  am,  &c. 


TO    PHILIP    SCHUYLER,    JAMES    DUANE,   AND    VOLKERT 
P.  DOUW,    COMMISSIONERS   OF   INDIAN   AFFAIRS. 

Valley  Porge,  13  March,  1778. 

Gentlemen, 

You  will  perceive,  by  the  enclosed  copy  of  a  resolve 
of  Congress,  that  I  am  empowered  to  employ  a  body 
of  four  hundred  Indians,  if  they  can  be  procured  upon 
proper  terms.  Divesting  them  of  the  savage  customs 
exercised  in  their  wars  against  each  other,  I  think  they 
may  be  made  of  excellent  use   as  scouts   and   light 

VOL.  v.  35 


,dhy  Google 


274  WASHINGTON'S  WRITINGS.  [Mt.4G. 

troops,  mixed  with  our  own  parties.  I  propose  to  raise 
about  one  half  the  number  among  the  southern,  and 
the  remainder  among  the  northern  Indians.  I  have 
sent  Colonel  Nathaniel  Gist,  who  is  well  acquainted 
with  the  Cherokees  and  their  allies,  to  bring  as  many 
as  he  can  from  thence ;  and  I  must  depend  upon  you 
to  employ  suitable  persons  to  procure  the  stipulated 
number,  or  as  near  as  may  be,  from  the  northern  ti-ibes. 
The  terms  made  with  them  should  be  such  as  you 
thinli  we  can  comply  with ;  and  persons  well  acquainted 
with  their  language,  manners,  and  customs,  and  who 
have  g^ned  an  influence  over  them,  should  accompany 
them.  The  Oneidas  have  manifested  the  strongest 
attachment  to  us  throughout  this  dispute,  and  therefore 
I  suppose,  if  any  can  be  procured,  they  will  be  most 
numerous.  Their  missionary,  Mr.  Kirkland,  seemed  to 
have  an  uncommon  ascendency  over  that  tribe,  and  I 
should  therefore  be  glad  to  see  him  accompany  them. 

If  the  Indians  can  be  procured,  I  would  choose  to 
have  them  here  by  the  opening  of  the  campaign ;  and 
therefore  they  should  be  engaged  as  soon  as  possible, 
as  there  is  not  more  time  between  this  and  the  middle 
of  May,  than  will  be  necessary  to  settle  the  business 
with  them,  and  to  march  from  their  country  to  the 
,  army.  I  am  not  without  hopes,  that  this  will  reach 
you  before  the  treaty,  which  is  to  be  held,  breaks  up. 
If  it  should,  you  will  have  an  opportunity  of  knowing 
their  sentiments,  of  which  I  shall  be  glad  to  be  inform- 
ed as  soon  as  possible. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  gentlemen,  &c.* 


*  The  facfa,  fia  tD  the  onginal  movements  for  employing  Indians  in 
the  war,  hivp  already  been  examined.  (Vol.  III.  p.  494.)  A  short  time 
beforp  Cnnjress  paased  tlio  re'oUe,  conferring  the  authority  described 
above,  the  niibject  had  Ijepn  lehemcntly  discussed  in  the  British  Parlia- 
ment, (Febiuary  Oth,)  on  a  motion  of  Mr.  Burlte  to  call  for  the  papers. 
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TO  THE   REVEBEKD   ISRAEL   EVAKS. 

Valley  Torgo,  13  March,  ]778. 

Reverend  Sis, 
Your  favor  of  the  17th  ultimo,  enclosing  the  Dis- 
course, which  you  delivered  to  General  Poor's  brigade 
on  the  18th  of  December,  the  day  set  apart  I'or  a 
general  thanksgiving,  never  came  to  my  hands  till 
yesterday.  I  have  read  this  performance  with  equal 
attention  and  pleasure ;  and,  at  the  same  time  that  I 
admire  and  feel  the  force  of  the  reasoning,  which  you 
have  displayed  through  the  whole,  it  is  more  especially 
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women,      dhld  f  tjdpltll  wm 

fest,  and  1  ft  tl  h     tt  mpt  d  1   m  d        q    I        tit 

without 

Lord  G  Gm         pl  pljdjbfidtl  dtfd 

minietrat  H         d  tl      m  tt      1  y      th  y       rr  mp 

theXndi  U     th  m       d  dl      p    t  t  rs    th        y  t 

u-ed  by  the  h  bl     g     fl  wh    m  d     tl      m  t'  y 

p     t    tl  t  th  y        Id      t     B     d      th       b  I     by  tl        m  Id 

m   1     ft  q     nt    ppl      t    ns  t     tl      I  d     is  t       d         th  th  m    tl      V 
gin.ptully         dh         dthtmldia  plyll 

Bt  th       blmyNwtk       thdpt         fthid 

th  th      ppl      tJ        m  d     t     th        by   Ih         1  t  tit 

]  dptblppt       tltthtlywldh  d„       t 
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incumbent  upon  me  to  thanlj  you  for  the  honorable 
but  partial  mention  you  have  made  of  my  character ; 
and  to  assure  you,  that  it  will  ever  be  the  first  wish 
of  my  heart  to  aid  your  pious  endeavours  to  inculcate 
a  due  sense  of  the  dependence  we  ought  to  place  in 
that  ali-wise  and  powerful  Being,  on  whom  alone  our 
success  depends ;  and,  moreover,  to  assure  you,  that, 
with  respect  and  regard,  I  am,  Reverend  Sir,  &c.* 


TO   THE   PRESIDENT   OF   CONGRESS. 

Head-duartevs,  14  March,  I77S. 

Sir, 

This  will  be  presented  to   you  by  Count  Pulaski, 

who,  from  a  conviction  that  his  remaining  at  the  head 

of  the  cavalry  was  a  constant  subject  of  uneasiness  to 

the  principal  officers  of  that  corps,  has  been  induced 

us,  or  that  o  nut  la  e  employed  them."  Lord  North  said,  on  the 
same  side      that,  espect  to  the  employment  of  Indians,  he  looked 

upon  it  as  bad   but  una  o  dahle." 

Govemu    Po  vnall  wi  o  had  resided  long  in  America,  and  understood 
the  Indian  cl  ar    ter  pe  fectly,  was  of  the  same  opinion.     He  proposed 
1  t  h      w         I  know,"  said  he,  "  and  therefore  speak  directly, 

th  t  tl      d        f        Id       neutrality  is  nonsense  ;  delusive,  dangerous 
If  b  th  w       d  the  Americana  were  agreed  to  observe  a  strict 
tit  t       pi  J    g  them,  they  would  then  plunder  and  scalp 

b  th  p    t  dis    imm  t  !y  on  both  sides.    Although  this  is  my  opinion, 

f  d  1  th  k  wl  dg  and  experience  I  have  had  in  lliese  matters, 
ytl  mprs  ddthtfwe  and  the  Americans  would  come  to  some 
tip  1  t  t       th  t  w    w   dd  mutually  and  in  a  spirit  of  good 

f  th  t  ff  tl  I  di  t  t  rmeddle,  hut  consider  and  act  against 
th  m  wl  th  y  d  d  execute  hostilities  against  any  of 

tl     B  tj  h     t  1   th     E  gl  h  o  Americans,  all  this  horrid  business 

mgitbp         td  tlastna  great  measure  restrained."    Gov- 

m  Pw-dl  Igdpnhi  heme,  and  even  offered  to  proceed 
1  rais  If  t     C  f  d  Ij        tl      zed,   and  use   his  endeavours  with 

th  t  b  dj  to  arry  t  t  fl  t  —  Almon's  Parliamentary  Regislei;  Vol , 
VIII   pp  34<)  353  357 

Mr  E  13    1  pi       t    P    r's  New  Hampshire  brigade. 
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to  resign  his  command.  Waving  a  minute  inquiry  into 
the  causes  of  dissatisfaction,  which  may  be  reduced 
perhaps  to  the  disadvantages  under  which  he  labored, 
as  a  stranger  not  -vvell  acquainted  with  the  language, 
genius,  and  manners  of  this  country,  it  may  be  sufficient 
to  observe,  that  the  degree  of  harmony,  which  is  in- 
separable from  the  well-being  and  consequent  utihty  of 
a  corps,  has  not  subsisted  in  the  cavalry  since  bis  ap- 
pointment, and  that  the  most  effectual  as  well  as  the 
easiest  remedy  is  that,  which  he  has  generously  ap- 
plied. 

The  Count,  however,  far  from  being  disgusted  with 
the  service,  is  led  by  his  thirst  of  glory,  and  zeal  for 
the  cause  of  liberty,  to  solicit  farther  employment,  and 
waits  upon  Congress  to  make  his  proposals.  They 
are  briefly,  that  he  be  allowed  to  raise  an  independent 
corps,  composed  of  sixty-eight  horse  and  two  hundred 
foot,  the  horse  to  be  armed  with  lances,  and  the  foot 
equipped  in  the  manner  of  light-infantry.  The  former 
he  thinks  he  can  readily  M  with  natives  of  good  char- 
acter, and  worthy  of  the  trust  reposed  in  them.  With 
respect  to  the  other,  he  is  desirous  of  more  latitude, 
so  as  to  have  liberty  of  engaging  prisoners  and  desert- 
ers from  the  enemy. 

The  original  plan  for  the  lance-men  was  to  draft 
them  from  the  regiments  of  horse.  But,  as  this 
method  would  produce  a  clashing  of  interests,  and 
perhaps  occasion  new  disturbances,  the  Count  prefers 
having  a  corps  totally  unconnected  with  any  other. 
My  advice  to  him,  therefore,  is  to  enlist  his  number  of 
cavalry  with  the  Continental  bounty;  and,  if  it  should 
be  found  consonant  to  the  views  of  Congress  to  allow 
his  raising  the  number  proposed  over  and  above  the 
establishment  for  the  horse,  then  he  would  have  them 
on   the  footing  of.  an   independent   corps ;   if  not,  he 

VOL.  V.  V 
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might  at  all  events  have  them  as  drafts ;  and  m  this 
case  there  would  be  no  ground  for  complaint.  With 
regard  to  the  infantry,  which  the  Count  esteems  es- 
sential to  the  success  of  the  cavalry,  I  have  informed 
him,  that  the  enlisting  of  deserters  and  prisoners  is 
prohibited  by  a  late  resolve  of  Congress.  How  far 
Congress  might  be  inclined  to  make  an  exception,  and 
license  the  engaging  of  prisoners  in  a  particular  detach- 
ed corps,  in  which  such  characters  may  be  admitted 
with  less  danger  than  promiscuously  in  the  line,  I  can- 
not undertake  to  pronounce. 

I  have  only  to  add,  that  the  Count's  valor  and  active 
zeal  on  all  occasions  have  done  him  great  honor;  and, 
from  a  persuasion  that,  by  being  less  exposed  to  the 
mconveniences  which  he  has  hitherto  experienced,  he 
will  render  great  services  with  such  a  command  as  he 
asks  for,  I  wish  him  to  succeed  in  his  application. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c. 

P.  S.  It  is  to  be  understood,  that  the  Count  expects 
to  retain  his  rank  as  brigadier,  and,  I  think,  is  entitled 
to  it  from  his  general  character  and  particular  disinter- 
estedness on  the  present  occasion.* 

"  The  rank  of  brigadier- general  was  continued  to  Count  Pulaslii,  and 
he  was  authorized  to  raise  and  command  an  independent  corps,  to  con- 
sist of  sixty-eiglit  liorso  and  two  liundred  foot.  The  latter  were  to  he 
equipped  in  the  manner  of  light-infantry,  and  the  former  to  be  armed 
with  lances.  The  mode  of  raising  and  organi2ing  the  corps  was  left  to 
the  direction  of  General  WB.shmgton. —  JournaU,  -March  38(L 
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TO   GOVERNOR   LIVINGSTON. 

Valley  Forge,  U  March,  1778. 

Sir, 

I  have  the  honor  of  yours  of  the  2cl  instant ;  and,  I 
can  assure  you,  I  feel  myself  very  sensibly  affected  by 
the  strenuous  manner  in  which  you  express  the  pub- 
lic regard  of  the  State  and  your  personal  friendship 
towards  me.  I  only  desire  to  be  the  object  of  both, 
while  in  your  good  opinion  and  that  of  the  public  I 
continue  to  merit  them. 

We  seem  hitherto  to  have  mistaken  each  other,  in 
respect  to  the  troop  of  light-horse.  I  did  not  mean  to 
enlist  them  into  the  Continental  service,  but  only  to 
engage  them  for  a  few  months,  while  the  Continental 
horse  were  recruiting,  upon  the  same  terms  that  I  en- 
gaged the  Morris  County  horse  last  winter.  It  will  be 
expected,  that  they  provide  their  own  horses,  arms,  and 
accoutrements,  and  be  paid  accordingly,  if  Captain 
Arnold  will  come  into  the  service  upon  the  above 
terms,  I  will  immediately  take  him  into  employ.  It  is 
impossible  to  devise  any  other  mode  of  disposing  of 
deserters,  than  to  let  them  go  at  large  among  us,  pro- 
vided there  is  no  particular  cause  of  suspicion  against 
them.  To  confine  them  would  effectually  put  a  stop  to 
a  drain,  which  weakens  the  enemy  more,  in  the  course 
of  a  year,  than  you  would  imagine.  I  am  pleased  with 
the  favorable  account  you  give  of  Count  Pulaski's  con- 
duct while  at  Trenton.  He  is  a  gentleman  of  great 
activity  and  unquestionable  bravery,  and  only  wants  a 
fuller  knowledge  of  our  language  and  customs  to  make 
him  a  valuable  officer.     I  am,  &c. 
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TO   MAJOR- GENERAL   MCDOUGALL. 

Head-Quarters,  Valley  Forge,  16  March,  1778. 

Dear  Sir, 

I  was  favored  with  yours  of  the  17th  ultimo  in  due 
time,  and  should  have  proceeded  immediately  upon  the 
business  of  the  inquiry,  had  not  General  Putnam's  pri- 
vate affairs  required  his  absence  for  some  little  time. 
I  have  appointed  Brigadier-Genera!  Huntington  and 
Colonel  Wigglesworth  to  assist  you  in  this  matter ;  and, 
enclosed,  you  will  find  instructions  empowering  you,  in 
conjunction  with  them,  to  carry  on  the  inquiry  agreeably 
to  the  resolve  of  Congress.  You  wih  observe  by  the 
words  of  the  resolve,  that  the  inquiry  is  to  be  made 
into  the  loss  of  Forts  Montgomery  and  Clinton,  in  the 
State  of  New  York,  and  into  the  conduct  of  the  princi- 
pal officers  commanding  those  forts. 

Hence  the  officer  commanding  in  chief  in  that  de- 
partment will  be  consequentially  involved  in  the  inquiry ; 
because,  if  he  has  been  deficient  in  affording  the  proper 
support  to  those  posts,  when  called  upon  to  do  it,  the 
commandant  and  principal  officers  will  of  course  make 
it  appear  by  the  evidence  produced  in  their  own  justi- 
fication. I  am  not  certain  whether  General  Putnam 
has  yet  returned  to  Fishkill ;  and  I  have  therefore  by 
the  enclosed,  which  you  will  please  to  forward  to  him 
by  express,  given  him  notice  that  the  inquiry  is  to  be 
held,  and  have  desired  him  to  repair  immediately  to 
that  post.  General  Huntington  and  Colonel  Wiggles- 
worth  will  set  out  as  soon  as  they  can  malie  prepara- 
tions for  the  journey. 

Upon  your  arrival  at  the  Highlands,  you  are  to  take 
upon  you  the  command  of  the  different  posts  in  that 
department,  of  which  I  have  advised  General  Putnam. 
Your  time  will  at  first  be  principally  taken  up  with  the 
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business,  which  you  now  have  in  hand ;  but  I  beg  that 
your  attention  may  be  turned,  as  much  as  possible,  to 
the  completion  of  the  works,  or  at  least  to  putting  them 
in  such  a  state,  that  they  may  be  able  to  resist  a  sud-  ■ 
den  attack  of  the  enemy.  Governor  Clinton  has  written 
his  opinion  very  fully  to  Congress  upon  the  propriety 
of  ordering  all  the  troops,  except  the  garrison  of  Fort 
Schuyler,  down  to  the  Highlands,  as  all  prospects  of 
carrying  on  the  northern  expedition  seem  to  have  van- 
ished. I  have  backed  his  opinion  forcibly  with  my 
own,  and  hope,  if  Congress  see  matters  in  the  light 
we  do,  that  those  troops  may  be  instantly  brought 
down. 

There  has  been  a  resolve  of  Congress  vesting  Gov- 
ernor Clinton  with  the  direction  of  the  works  erecting 
for  the  defence  of  the  river,  and  requiring  the  com- 
manding officer  at  Peekskill  to  aid  him  in  the  execution 
of  the  same.  Governor  Clinton,  I  understand,  from  his 
civil  avocations,  does  not  incline  to  take  the  immediate 
direction  of  the  business,  and  the  late  commanding 
officer  in  that  quarter  has  doubted  from  that  resolve, 
whether  his  command  or  superintendency  extended  to 
the  forts.  To  remove  difficulties  of  this  kind,  by  which 
the  public  service  must  suffer,  and  as  I  consider  it 
essential  to  the  nature  of  the  command,  that  one  officer 
should  have  the  general  control  and  direction  of  all  the 
posts  in  the  Highlands  and  their  dependencies,  and  be 
answerable  for  them,  you  are  to  consider  yourself  as 
possessed  of  this  general  control  and  direction,  and  to 
act  accordingly.  If  the  Governor  has  leisure  from  his 
official  duties  to  undertake  the  more  immediate  man- 
agement of  the  works,  it  will  afford  you  a  very  desirable 
assistance. 

I  have  written  to  Congress  to  give  you  every  power 
necessary  to  promote  the  objects  of  your  command ; 
VOL.  V.  36  X* 
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and  in  the  mean  time  you  are  to  consider  yourself  au- 
thorizedj  as  far  as  can  depend  upon  me,  to  take  every 
measure  conducive  to  that  end.  I  am  sensible  this 
command  vfIU  not  be  in  itself  the  most  agreeable  piece 
of  service,  and  that  you  would  prefer  a  post  on  the 
principal  theatre  of  action ;  but  the  vast  importance  of 
it  has  determined  me  to  confide  it  to  you,  and  I  am 
persuaded  your  object  is  to  be  useful  to  the  public. 
If  you  get  things  in  a  proper  train  by  the  opening  of 
the  campaign,  so  that  the  prosecution  may  be  assigned 
to  other  hands,  I  shall  be  extremely  happy  to  avail  my- 
self of  your  services  with  the  main  army.     I  am,  &c.* 

*  There  had  been  a  series  of  misippteheii'Sions  on  the  subjpct  of 
constructing  military  works  in  the  Highlindo,  a»  wpII  as  a  tiain  of 
obstacles  to  their  progress.  On  the  5th  of  November,  Congre-.a  had 
appointed  General  Gates  to  command  m  the  Highlands,  or  rather  had 
connected  that  post  with  the  northern  department,  and  m\e^ted  hun 
with  ample  powers  to  carry  on  the  woiks,  but,  as  he  was  made  Presi 
dent  of  the  Board  of  War,  he  never  entered  upon  these  duties  Again, 
on  the  18th  of  February,  Governor  Clinton  was  requested  to  talie  the  su 
perintendence  of  the  works ;  but  tho  multiphcity  of  his  civil  employments 
made  it  necessary  for  him  to  decline  the  undertaking.  Meantime  Gen- 
eral Putnam  went  to  Connecticut,  and  left  the  post  in  charge  of  General 
Parsons.  Unfortunately  this  officer  conceived  tho  notion,  that  he  had  no 
t    1  t!  1^       th     H  ghl     d      th  t  th  1         f  C     °t 

d  t    G  t         d  Clint     w       p  rs      1      d      t  1  If     pply 

ty  1  dthtjhm  dttrt  huldt 

Hftlly  any      th     ty       th         tt        By  th    j  di  d 

f  G  Ch  t       h  1  p        1  d     p       t 

p    p         p  rv  til  G         il  M  D       all    rr      d      Wh       tl         d     hfa 

a  t    th         t     t    f      m        d  n,  d      d        d    1      th    t    dy 

mmtftl  tmpl  Ihiddtp 

p  th-ctmftg        ftl  thmidtf        tth 

p      t!        and      il  f  tl     m  d  th    wajit    f  t    m        1    th 

arydtist        pmtltryl        p  hdb 

md  G  IMD  dltlth  mmd  th  bthfMh 
Tw    d  y    p  ly  K  1  d  wh    h  d  h  PP  mt  d      g 

neer  in  the  place  of  Radi^re.  Prom  that  tune  tho  works  were  pressed 
forward  with  spirit  To  the  scientific  skill  and  sedulous  application  of 
Kosciusako,  the  public  was  mainly  indebted  for  the  construction  of  the 
military  defences  at  West  Point. 
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TO   MAJOR-GENERAL   PUTiTAM. 

Valley  Forge,  16  Blarcli,  1778. 

Dear  Sir, 

The  Congress  having,  by  a  resolve  of  the  2Sth  of 
November  last,  directed  that  an  inquiry  be  made  into 
the  loss  of  Forts  Montgomery  and  Clinton,  and  into 
the  conduct  of  the  principal  officers  commanding  those 
forts,  I  have  appointed  Major-General  M'^Dougall,  Brig- 
adier-General Huntington,  and  Colonel  Wiggl^sworth, 
to  carry  the  resolve  into  execution.  It  is  more  than 
probable,  that  the  conduct  of  the  officer  commanding 
at  the  time  in  that  department  will  be  involved  in  the 
inquiry,  and  I  therefore  desire,  that  you  will  repair  im- 
mediately to  FishJdll  upon  the  receipt  of  this,  to  meet 
General  McDougall  and  the  other  gentlemen. 

General  M^Dougall  is  to  take  the  command  of  the 
posts  in  the  Highlands.  My  reason  for  making  this 
change  is  owing  to  the  prejudices  of  the  people,  which, 

whether  well  or  ill  grounded,  must  be  indulged; 

and  I  should  think  myself  wanting  in  justice  to  the 
public  and  candor  towards  you,  were  I  to  continue  you 
in  a  command,  after  I  have  been  almost  in  direct  terms 
informed,  that  the  people  of  the  State  of  New  York 
will  not  render  the  necessary  support  and  assistance, 
while  you  remain  at  the  head  of  that  department. 
When  the  inquiry  is  finished,  I  desire  that  you  will 
return  to  Connecticut  and  superintend  the  forwarding 
on  the  new  levies  with  the  greatest  expedition. 

I  am,  &.C.* 

*  General  Putnam's  advanced  age,  his  good  nature,  and  easy  tempera- 
ment wero  among  the  chief  causes  of  the  iU  success  of  bin  commana 
on  the  Worth  River.  His  proceedings  were  not  marked  with  the  prompt- 
ness, decision,  and  energy,  nor  even  with  the  military  address,  which 
liad  characterized  his  early  years.     If  all  tliese  had  been  combined  and 
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TO   THE   PRESIDENT   OF   CONGItESS, 

Head-Quarters,  Valley  Forge,  16  March,  1778. 

Sir, 
I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  to  you  a  letter  from 
Governor  Clinton,  which  he  enclosed  to  me  for  my 
perusal  and  consideration.  The  inconvenience  he  men- 
tions, as  resuhing  from  the  resolve  respecting  the  ap- 
pointment of  a  commandant  for  Forts  Montgomery  and 
Clinton,  requires  to  be  obviated.  I  do  not  conceive 
it  to  have  been  the  design  of  Congress  to  make  the 
command  of  those  forts  altogether  distinct  and  inde- 

d   t     p   b  H   tl       w    Id   1 11  }       b       d      t  f   t         ft 
th  myhdf       dtl  jpthn  did         ttld 

N  t    il>  w  mpl     t      tt      I  bj  th    p  p  1  b  t  tl     p  1 1     1 

Id         ftlStt        p        dd        ttRbtRL  t       t! 

CI        il       f  N      1    t         t    to  G         1  W     h      t  t)        bj    t 

p     td 
\        E      11      3  d  h  t  ijit    f  tl         t    t    f  G 

ral  P  tn  p      ty       d  d  1  and  h  II  tl  y 

qalfyhmfthrat       prtt  mdUijl         t        11 

h      mpdtltjtthdfTtd,      dt      g      tt  wtb 

th  ylg  hgtlyjdlfl  Hw 

fthl  fFtMtmydth         bqt  ftl 

my  t     h       tt  b  t  d  t     h        1  w  11       t         t        t        j  th 

w  11  nly  b    d  t  d  by  t    f     q     y  wh       d  t 

tl        Iwldttpt       UfttlythiU  tf 

p  p  1      p  thi.      d  th         gl  b  Stat  d       f     as  I 

1  th    t     p        d     }  ra    d  run  sir    gly    gai    1 1  T 

my  pti        pthib         y       dfrm  and  ly 

1  m    t  tb  t  h     p  t     tl       w  11      t      ft     him  t    tak    th  t      p        to 
hi  h  h      d         d  d  p  ?t      rv         j    tly      titl     him    —  US' 

Lett      J        ryim 

It  m    t  b       m     b     d  tl  t    t  th      t  tl      th       w       in  m    rabl 
ppl     tl       f     pas  p    t    t  mt    N  w  \    k   mid     tl     p    t  f 

trtb  d  mttr^fpt  dtw 

tl      ght  &  1  P  t  d       t        w       t       pi      t         U 

dthttmypptti  ffddf  pp 

t  rabtw        tbdfi'td        dth  yAtytth 

ympt  f  mppdf  hlb  dw 

dldly  ftdtltC        siWhtd        dt  arit 

tk        tl       fthm,dth  th        rand 
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pendent  on  the  general  command  of  the  posts  in  that 
quarter ;  but  only  to  designate  the  rank  of  the  officer, 
who  should  have  the  unmediate  charge  of  them.  There 
is  such  an  intimate  connexion  between  the  forts  and 
the  other  posts  and  passes  in  the  Highlands  and  their 
vicinity,  that  it  is  necessary  for  one  officer  to  have  the 
superintendency  and  control  of  the  whole,  and  to  be 
answerable  for  all.  If  this  were  not  to  be  the  case, 
but  the  command  were  to  be  divided,  there  might  be 
wanting  that  cooperation  between  the  garrisons  and  the 
troops-  without,  which  might  be  essential  to  their  preser- 
vation and  to  the  common  purposes  of  defence.  The 
assigning  of  a  fixed  number  of  men  to  the  garrisons 
would  not  remove  this  inconvenience;  for  the  coopera- 
tion would  stili  be  necessary.  But  if  it  were  otherwise, 
I  should  not  think  the  measure  advisable,  because  we 
do  not  know  what  number  of  men  we  may  have  in  the 
field  next  campaign;  and  the  number  for  the  defence 
of  the  Highlands  must  be  proportioned  to  the  general 
strength,  and  the  force  of  the  garrisons  to  that  num- 
ber. 

On  these  considerations,  having  ordered  General 
M'^Dougall  to  repair  to  the  Highlands  to  assume  the 
chief  command  there,  I  have  comprehended  the  forts 
among  the  other  objects  of  his  trust;  in  the  discharge 
of  which  I  am  persuaded  he  will  manifest  adequate 
zeal  and  abifity.  But  as  the  resolve  in  question  affords 
room  for  doubt,  it  will  be  proper  to  have  It  explained, 
so  as  more  explicitly  to  ascertain  the  intention  of  Con- 
gress. I  am  'perfectly  in  sentiment  with  Governor 
Clinton,  on  the  propriety  of  drawing  the  troops  from 
the  northward  to  reinforce  and  carry  on  the  works  in 
the  Highlands.  From  every  thing  I  can  learn,  there 
seems  to  be  no  prospect  of  prosecuting  the  intended 
expedition  into  Canada.     If  so,  I  apprehend  it  can  an- 
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swer  no  valuable  end  to  keep  a  body  of  troops  in  and 
about  Albany.  In  the  present  circumstances  of  Can- 
ada, little  is  to  be  dreaded  thence ;  the  enemy,  in  all 
probability,  will  be  well  satisfied  to  act  on  the  defen- 
sive, without  risking  the  consequences  of  an  attempt 
against  us.  A  proper  garrison  at  Fort  Schuyler,  and 
a  small  party  by  way  of  guard  at  Albany,  with  the 
militia  of  the  country  that  may  be  occasionally  drawn 
together,  wiO  be  a  sufiicient  security  against  the  inroads 
of  the  enemy  from  Canada,  or  the  depredations  of  the 
neighbouring  Indians,  supposing  there  were  any  of  the 
tribes,  whose  dispositions  were  still  actively  hostile  not- 
withstanding our  late  northern  successes,  which  is  by 
no  means  a  natural  supposition.  All  the  men,  that  are 
not  wanted  for  these  purposes,  would  be  of  the  most 
important  utility  in  the  Highlands. 

If  the  arms  and  stores  at  Albany  should  be  thought 
an  objection  to  the  plan,  I  would  beg  leave  to  observe, 
that  Albany  appears  to  me  a  most  improper  place  for 
stationary  arsenals  or  magazines,  and  that  those  which 
are  there  at  present  should  be  removed  without  de- 
lay. Besides,  as  they  would  be  in  most  danger  from 
an  incursion  up  the  North  River,  the  best  way  to  coun- 
teract that  danger  is  to  strengthen  the  passes  in  the 
Highlands,  and  obstruct  the  navigation ;  in  order  to 
which  the  reinforcing  of  them  with  the  troops  from  the 
northward  would  be  no  inconsiderable  step. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c.^^ 

*■  In  CbnsGquenc      f  th    1  tt     th    C    g  s  decided,  that  all  the  troops 

in  the  State  of  N  i  k  1  d  g  th  'hole  northern  department, 
should  be  under                      1     ffi            d  th  t  he  sliould  be  authorized  to 

draw  together  at  11      Highl     da        h  p    t  f  them  as  he  should  deem 

expedient    To  s  pplj   th    pi  f  th  t  Alhany,  the  Governor  of 

New  York  was  req     t  d  t    f  rn  h       h  number  of  militia,  as  would 

be  sufficient  to  p    t    t  th  al       d  azines  at  that  place,  till  the 

progress  of  the    b  tr    t  t  tl     H    i  1  ds  should  put  them  out  of 

danger  of  any  sudd         tt  mpt  f        tl  my.  —  Joumids,  ■  March  31  at. 
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TO   JAMES   ISOWDOIN,   PRESIDENT  OF   THE    COUNCIL  OF 

MASSACHUSETTS. 

Valley  Forge,  J7  Marcl),  1778. 
Sir, 

It  gives  me  inexpressible  concern  to  have  repeated 
information  from  the  best  authority,  that  the  committees 
of  the  different  towns  and  districts  in  your  State  hire 
deserters  from  General  Burgoyne's  army,  and  employ 
them  as  substitutes,  to  excuse  the  personal  service  of 
the  inhabitants.  I  need  not  enlarge  upon  the  danger 
of  substituting,  as  soldiers,  men,  who  have  given  a 
glaring  proof  of  a  treacherous  disposition,  and  who  are 
bound  to  us  by  no  motives  of  attachment,  instead  of 
citizens,  in  whom  the  ties  of  country,  kindred,  and 
sometimes  property  are  so  many  securities  for  their 
fidelity.  The  evils  with  which  this  measure  is  preg- 
nant are  obvious,  and  of  such  a  serious  nature,  as  malte 
it  necessary,  not  only  to  stop  the  farther  progress  of 
it,  but  likewise  to  apply  a  retrospective  remedy,  and 
if  possible  to  annul  it,  so  far  as  it  has  been  carried 
into  effect.  Unless  this  is  done,  although  you  may  be 
aroused  for  the  present  with  the  flattering  idea  of 
speedily  completing  your  battalions,  they  will  be  found, 
at  or  before  the  opening  of  the  campaign,  reduced  by 
the  defection  of  every  Bridsh  soldier  to  their  original 
weak  condition ;  and  the  accumulated  bounties  of  the 
continent  and  of  the  State  will  have  been  fruitlessly 
sacriticed. 

Indeed,  General  Burgoyne  could  hardly,  if  he  were 
consulted,  suggest  a  more  effectual  plan  for  plundering 
us  of  so  much  money,  reinforcing  General  Howe  with 
so  many  men,  and  preventing  us  from  recruiting  a 
certain  number  of  regiments ;  to  say  nothing  of  the 
addidonal  losses,  which  may  be  dreaded,  in  desertions 
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among  the  native  soldier.s,  from  the  contagion  of  ill 
example  and  the  arts  of  seduction,  which  it  is  more 
than  probable  will  be  put  in  practice.  This  matter 
demands  your  immediate  attention,  and  I  flatter  myself, 
that  on  a  due  consideration  of  the  mischiefs,  which  must 
inevitably  flow  from  the  pernicious  practice  remon- 
strated against,  yon  will  not  delay  the  appUcation  of 
the  most  extensive  and  efficacious  remedy.  I  have  the 
honor  to  be,  with  the  greatest  respect.  Sir,  &c.* 


TO   THE   REVEREND   TIMOTHY   DWIGHT.f 

Head-Quarters,  Valley  Forge,  18  March,  1778. 
SlE, 

I  yesterday  received  your  favor  of  the  8th  instant, 
accompanied  by  so  warm  a  recommendation  from  Gen- 
eral Parsons,  that  I  cannot  but  form  favorable  presages 

I        ti     1  tt     d  t  1  "VI    h  31 1  G        1  w    h     t  t   t 

MBrl  fU  Tl        illhlpphddfi-mUi 

It        tfd        tral  Idymdtpp  O         ftl 

11       fm.  tht        ryBthdrt  tth  t 

pt  h         li     dy  If     O         f  th        p    pi         f  w        hts 

agtkftlhth  thh  tmtstm  d  d 

pLtllp       p      tf     p     fftl      nfiditjfth      b       d        bd 
1        th  t      t  tal    t  p     ill  b    p  t  t    th    h      g    f  tl 
fMD      ht,ft         dP      dtfllCllg  ttl      t 

1   pi       t    G         IP  b       d  Tl       ppl     tl      wl    !       th 

hi     t     t  this  1  tt  d  h  t        t    G        -al  Waai  mgt 

I  b  1  t       im  tl        Am  g         >  1 1  h  p     t     11     t 

tl   t  t  b    d         d   mp    t  p  pt  F  ! 

y  ara  I  h        b  mpl  yd  t  p  thCqti 

C    aa    by  J    1         Tl      p    m     p      th    li    t  J        1  dg      f  y        E 

11  1        t      I  d  t  d        tl  I  t  b    t     y        If 

tTvlltbtnTtf  till        tlyh         mbdtl 

fT  tt  d 
M    Dw  gl  t     I  tt  Id  f  m  G         IP 

hhbyfthptH  p  ft  Itt 

mi  hi    p      t      h       t  d  h      h  pp  Ij        t  d  tl   t  virt  d  p   ty 

hi         ht  tf       tli        tfgtlm  ththlbl 
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of  the  merit  of  the  work  you  propose  to  honor  me  with 
the  dedication  of.  Nothing  can  give  me  more  pleasure, 
than  to  patronize  the  essays  of  genius,  and  a  laudable 
cultivation  of  the  arts  and  sciences,  which  had  begun 
to  flourish  in  so  eminent  a  degree,  before  the  baud  of 
oppression  was  stretched  over  our  devoted  country; 
and  I  shall  esteem  myself  happy,  if  a  poem,  which  has 
employed  the  labor  of  years,  wiU  derive  any  advantage, 
or  bear  more  weight  in  the  worid,  by  making  its  ap- 
pearance under  a  dedication  to  me.     I  am,  &c. 


TO   BEIGADIER-GEWEKAL   JOHN   CADWALADEE. 

nsr  .-,  Valley  Forge,  20  Murch,  1778. 

Mv  DEAR  Sir, 
Tour  favor  of  the  12th  instant  came  safe  to  my 
hands  and  gave  me  sincere  pleasure ;  as  it  encouraged 
a  hope,  which  I  had  before  entertained,  of  seeing  yon 
in  camp  again.  Most  sincerely  do  I  wish  it  was  in  my 
power  to  point  out  some  post  or  place  in  the  army, 
which  would  Invite  you  and  fix  you  in  it.  We  want 
your  aid  exceedingly ;  and  the  public,  perhaps  at  no 
time  since  the  commencement  of  the  war,  would  be 
more  benetited  by  your  advice  and  assistance,  than  at 
the  present  moment,  and  throughout  the  whole  of  this 
campaign,  which  must  be  important  and  critical.  One 
thing  is  ceihii  ,  a  seat  at  my  board,  and  a  square  on 
my  flora,  shill  alnajs  be  lesened  for  you.    But  this, 

and  gene  oiia  sentiments  and  agri,oalilL  ria  nera  of  a  £rentloman  Of 
ft.  n,e,it  of  ft.  pe,r.,„,  ,00  he  ment  on  I  an,  not  .  oompetont  i„a„. 
Many  gentlemen  of  learmng  and  taste  f  poetical  ivritings,  who  have 
emmrned  it  wift  oaie  and  attention  esleen  this  mrli  in  the  class  of 
tte  hest  ratings  of  the  1  ind  He  will  be  p.rticul.il,  oMlgad  by  yon. 
licellenc,  ■  consent  that  it  .honld  m,l  e  its  tost  appearance  nnder  year 
patronage    —  Re,(  P(, ,,    i^a  cJ  "l^  ' 

VOL.  1  37 
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though  it  would  add  to  my  pleasure,  is  not  the  height 
of  my  wishes.  I  want  to  see  you  in  a  more  important 
station. 

By  death  and  desertion  we  have  lost  a  good  many 
men  since  we  came  to  this  ground,  and  have  encounter- 
ed every  species  of  hardship,  that  cold,  wet,  and  hunger, 
and  want  of  clothes,  were  capable  of  producing  ;  not- 
withstanding, and  contrary  to  my  expectations,  we  have 
been  able  to  keep  the  soldiers  from  mutiny  or  disper- 
sion; although,  in  the  single  article  of  provisions,  they 
have  encountered  enough  to  have  occasioned  one  or 
the  other  of  these  in  most  other  armies.  They  have 
two  or  three  times  been  days  together  without  pro- 
visions ;  and  once,  six  days  without  any  of  the  meat 
kind.  Could  the  poor  horses  tel!  their  tale,  it  would 
be  in  a  strain  still  more  lamentable,  as  numbers  have 
actually  died  from  pure  want.  But,  as  our  prospects 
begin  to  brighten,  my  complaints  shall  cease. 

It  gives  me  much  pleasure  to  hear,  that  the  recruit- 
ing service  in  the  counties  near  you  is  in  so  hopeful 
a  way ;  but  I  despair  of  seeing  our  battalions  completed 
by  any  other  means  than  drafting.  The  importance  of 
the  place  you  speak  of  is  obvious.  It  has  engrossed 
much  of  my  thoughts  ;  but  in  our  present  situation  and 
under  our  present  prospects  it  is  one  of  those  things, 
that  is  more  likely  to  become  an  object  of  our  desire, 
than  attamment. 

I  have  every  reason  short  of  absolute  proof  to  be- 
lieve, that  General  Howe  is  meditating  a  stroke  against 
this  army.  He  has  drawn,  some  say  two  thousand, 
and  others  twenty-five  hundred,  men  from  New  York, 
who  I  believe  are  arrived  at  Philadelphia,  as  a  number 
of  transports  have  just  past  Wilmington  in  their  way 
up  the  Delaware  ;  and  reports  from  Newport  say,  that 
the  garrison  there  had  orders  to  be  in  readiness  to 


,dhy  Google 


PiKTHJ      THE   AMEBIOjlN  EEVOLDTION.  291 

embark  by  the  20lh  instant.  Their  invalids  had  gone 
off  for  England,  and  the  women  and  children  for  New 
^orlt.     I  am,  &c.* 


TO   THE   MARQUIS   DE   LAFAYETTE. 

Head.Quarters,  20  March,  1778. 

In  pursuance  of  a  resolve  of  Congress  of  the  13th 
instant,  a  copy  of  which  is  enclosed,  I  am  to  desire, 
that  yon  will  without  loss  of  time  return  to  camp,  to 
resume  the  command  of  a  division  of  this  army;  and 
that  you  will  communicate  a  similar  order  to  Major- 
General  de  Kalb.  By  the  second  resolve  of  the  same 
date,  you  will  see  that  I  am  empowered  to  order 
Hazen's  or  any  other  regiment  from  the  northward 
to  jom  this  army.  I  intend  no  other  change  for  the 
present,  than  to  have  Van  Schaick's  regiment  marched 
to  the  Highlands  to  receive  the  orders  of  Major-Gen- 
eral  M^Doiigall,  and  I  desire,  that  you  will  give  orders 
m  consequence  to  the  commanding  olBcer  of  that  regi- 
ment. I  anticipate  the  pleasure  of  seeing  you,  and 
with  sincere  assurances  of  esteem  and  regard,  remain 
dear  Sir,  yours,  &c.t  ' 


™"  »»«J"t«,.  ,B  ,0  Gcne,.l  Howe',  de,is„.,  „  d„„iae,s  ,h\. 
ZT  7:.  "«■»'«»  "<•"  M«  !«...,  tl»t  ta  h.d  f„™.d 
ft.  Jol  """5  "=  Aooi™  Tiiij  .t  Vail,,  Forge.  As  l.te  „ 
tbe  I9lh  of  April  ho  ™i.  to  Ih.  mini*,,  .-The  .n,„,.,  po.ltion  con- 
IT.  ?d  a  i''  ^°'^'  "*  ™»"e'»-    Th.i, 'Jo,  ha.  bo., 

aranrahoa  tang  the  oo«„.  of  ft,  wmter  by  aea.rtlon,  and  by  dot.oh- 
monn  10  th«  bacl,  .oltlomeot,,  where  lb.  Inaian,  „ake  eon.t.M  Inroad.  : 
bat  the  ,„l  of  green  fe,ag.  doe,  no.  yet  permit  me  to  take  the  «eld 
and  then.  „tn,t,on  „  too  strong  to  hazaia  an  attaek  with  .  prospool  of 
success.  —Padiomentai^  Register,  VoL  XI.  p.  465. 

t  The  Canada  expeaition  having  faded,  from  Iho  want  of  proper  means 
and  .nitahlo  pieparelien,  for  carrying  it  inle  effect,  tlie  Marqnis  do  La- 
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TO   THE   PRESIDENT   OF   CONGKESS. 

Head-Quarters,  Valley  Forge,  31  March,  1778. 

Sir, 

In  consequence  of  the  resolves  transmitted  to  me, 
I  have  despatched  an  express  to  the  Marquis  de  La- 
fayette and  Baron  de  Kalb,  to  recall  them  from  the 
northward ;  and,  instead  of  ordering  down  Hazen's 
regiment  to  rejoin  this  army,  I  have  ordered  Van 
Schaick's  immediately  to  the  Highlands,  where  the 
public  worlts  are  in  a  manner  at  a  stand  for  want  of 
hands.  Van  Schaick's  is  a  full  and  iresh  regiment ; 
Hazen's  but  weak  in  point  of  numbers,  and  must  be 
considerably  fatigued  from  their  late  long  march.* 

Enclosed  you  have  the  copy  of  a  letter,  which  1 
received  a  few  days  ago  from  Doctor  Rush.  As  this 
letter  contains  charges  of  a  very  heinous  nature  against 
the  director -general.  Doctor  Shippen,  for  raal-practices 
and  neglect  in  his  department,  I  could  not  but  look 
upon  it  as  meant  for  a  public  accusation,  and  have 
therefore  thought  it  incumbent  upon  me  to  lay  it  before 
Congress.  I  have  showed  it  to  Doctor  Shippen,  that 
he  may  be  prepared  to  "vindicate  his  character,  if 
called  upon.  He  tells  me,  that  Doctor  Rush  made 
charges  of  a  private  nature  before  a  committee  of  Con- 
gress, appointed  to  hear  them,  which  he  could  not 
support.  If  so,  Congress  will  not  have  further  occasion 
to  trouble  themselves  in  the  matter. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c. 

fayette  and  Baron  de  Kalb  were  directed  by  Congress  to  repair  to  the 
main  army.  —  Secret  Journcds,  Tol.  I.  p.  65.  Conway  was  left  with  the 
command  at  Albany,  but  he  remained  only  a  short  time,  when  by  order 
of  Congress  ho  joined  the  ainiy  under  General  IVlcDougail  in  the  High- 

*  They  had  marched  from  Wilmington  in  Delaware,  during  tJie  severe 
season  of  winter. 
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TO   SIK   WILLIAM   HOWE. 

IIea(l-Q,uartets,  93  March,  ]7r8. 

Sib, 

You  are  under  a  mistake  as  to  the  rank  of  Mr.  Ethan 
Allen,  which  is  only  that  of  lieutenant-colonel;  and 
as  such  he  has  been  returned  and  considered  by  your 
commissary,  Mr.  Loring.  The  fact  truly  is,  to  the  best 
of  my  information,  that,  at  the  time  of  his  capture,  he 
had  an  appointment  as  lieutenant-colonel  from  the  State 
of  New  York,  in  a  regiment  commanded  by  Colonel 
Warner.  Though  he  may  have  been  called  Colonel  in 
some  letters  of  mine,  it  was  either  through  misconcep- 
tion at  the  time,  or  by  a  concise  and  familiar  mode  of 
expression,  which  frequently  applies  that  term  to  a 
lieutenant-colonel.  I  shall,  therefore,  expect  him  in 
exchange  for  Mr.  Campbell.* 

The  conduct  of  Lieutenant- Colonel  Brooks,  in  de- 
tfuning  John  Miller,  requires  neither  palliation  nor  ex- 
cuse. I  justify  and  approve  it.  There  is  nothing  so 
sacred  in  the  character  of  the  King's  trumpeter,  even 
when  sanctified  by  a  flag,  as  to  alter  the  nature  of 
things,  or  to  consecrate  infidelity  and  guilt.  He  was  a 
deserter  from  the  army  under  my  command ;  and,  what- 
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ever  you  have  been  pleased  to  assert  to  the  contrary, 
it  is  the  practice  of  war  and  nations  to  seize  and 
punish  deserters  wherever  they  may  be  found.  His 
appearing  in  the  character  he  did  was  an  aggravation 
of  his  offence,  inasmuch  as  it  added  insolence  to  per- 
fidy. My  scrupulous  regard  to  the  privileges  of  flags, 
and  a  desire  to  avoid  every  thing,  that  partiality  itself 
might  affect  to  consider  as  a  violation  of  them,  induced 
me  to  send  orders  for  the  release  of  the  trumpeter, 
before  the  receipt  of  your  letter;  the  improper  and 
peremptory  terms  of  which,  had  it  not  been  too  late, 
would  have  strongly  operated  to  produce  a  less  com- 
promising conduct.  I  intended  at  the  time  to  assure 
you,  and  I  wish  it  to  be  remembered,  that  my  indul- 
gence in  this  instance  is  not  to  be  drawn  into  prece- 
dent ;  and  that,  should  any  deserters  from  the  American 
army  hereafter  have  the  daring  folly  to  approach  our 
lines  in  a  similar  manner,  they  will  fall  victims  to  their 
rashness  and  presumption. 

Before  I  conclude,  I  think  it  proper  to  inform  you, 
that  Colonel  Grayson,  Lieutenant- Colonels  Harrison 
and  Hamilton,  and  Elias  Boudinot,  commissary-general 
of  prisopers,  are  the  gendemen  appointed  on  my  part 
to  meet  your  commissioners.    I  am,  Sir,  &,c. 


TO   THE   PRESIDENT   OF   CONGRESS. 

Valley  Forgo,  24  March,  1778. 
SlE, 

What  may  be  the  designs  of  Congress,  with  re- 
spect to  the  establishment  of  the  army,  I  know  not ; 
but  I  do  most  earnestly  and  devoutly  recommend  a 
speedy  adoption  of  them,  and  the  appointment  of  offi- 
cers, as  our  present  situation  at  this  advanced  season 
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is  truly  alarming,  and  to  me  highly  distressing,  as  I  am 
convinced  that  we  shall  be  plunged  into  the  campaign 
before  our  arrangements  are  made,  and  the  army  prop- 
erly organized. 

The  numberless  disadvantages,  resulting  from  the 
late  appointment  of  general  officers  last  year,  malfe  me 
look  forward  with  infinite  anxiety  this ;  for,  after  all  the 
wisdom  that  Congress  or  then-  committee  can  use  in 
the  choice  of  ofiicers,  many  will  be  disgusted ;  resig- 
nations of  some  and  perhaps  non-acceptance  of  others 
will  follow.  Before  matters  then  can  be  brought  to  a 
proper  tone,  much  time  will  be  lost,  and  a  great  deal 
of  trouble  and  vexation  encountered ;  to  overcome 
which,  is  not  the  work  of  a  day ;  and,  till  they  are 
overcome,  confusion,  disorder,  and  loss  must  prevail. 
In  the  mean  while,  order,  regularity,  and  discipline, 
which  require  the  vigilance  of  every  officer  to  establish, 
and  must  flow  from  the  general  olficers  in  every  array, 
are  neglected  or  not  entered  upon  in  time.  Thus  it 
happened  last  year ;  and  brigades  and  divisions  became 
vacant,  to  the  great  injury  of  the  service. 

As  it  is  not  improper  for  Congress  to  have  some 
idea  of  the  present  temper  of  the  army,  it  may  not  be 
amiss  to  remark  in  this  place,  that,  since  the  month  of 
August  last,  between  two  and  three  hundred  officers 
have  resigned  their  commissions,  and  many  others  were 
with  difficulty  dissuaded  from  it.  In  the  Virginia  line 
only,  not  less  than  six  colonels,  as  good  as  any  in  the 
service,  have  left  it  lately ;  and  more,  I  am  told,  are  in 
the  humor  to  do  so. 

Highly  advantageous  also  would  it  be,  if  the  recruits 
and  drafts  from  North  Carolina  and  Virginia  were  not 
suffered  to  halt  on  their  way  to  camp,  under  pretence 
of  getting  equipped,  but  sent  forward  and  incorporated 
into  the  diiferent  regiments  of  their  respective    States, 


,dhy  Google 


296  WASHINGTON'S  WRITINGS.  [JEt.  i6. 

as  soon  as  it  could  be  done.  Out  of  the  number  of 
men  said  to  be  drafted  in  Virginia  last  fall,  and  others 
from  North  Carolina,  very  few  have  joined  the  army; 
but,  owing  to  desertion  and  other  causes,  they  have 
dwindled  to  nothing;  and  this  will  always  be  the  case 
with  new  recmits,  especially  those  who  are  unwillingly 
drawn  forth,  if  much  time  is  spent  in  getting  them  to 
their  regiments  under  the  care  of  proper  officers.  This 
shows  the  necessity  (if  the  season  and  other  powerful 
reasons  did  not  loudly  call  for  it)  of  hastening  them  to 
the  army. 

My  solicitude  for  the  preservation  of  the  communica- 
tion of  the  North  River  gives  me  very  uneasy  sensa- 
tions on  account  of  our  posts  there,  and  will  excuse 
my  again  asking  if  the  troops  to  the  northward,  except 
such  as  are  necessary  for  the  defence  of  Fort  Schuyler, 
can  be  so  advantageously  employed  as  at  the  works 
on  that  river.  A  respectable  force  at  those  posts  would 
awe  New  York,  and  divide  General  Howe's  force  or 
expose  the  city.  To  depend  too  much  upon  militia  is, 
in  my  opinion,  putting  every  thing  to  hazard.  If  I 
should  appear  uncommonly  anxious,  respecting  the 
several  matters  contained  in  this  letter,  by  repeating 
them,  Congress  will  do  me  the  justice,  I  hope,  to  be- 
lieve, that  I  am  actuated  by  no  views  but  such  as  are 
prompted  by  circumstances  and  the  advanced  season. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  Slc. 


TO   MAJOR-GEiyERAL   HEATH. 

Valley  Forge,  95  March,  1778. 

Dear  Sir, 

I  hope  that  no  time  will  be  lost  in  removing  General 
Burgoyne's  troops  from  Boston  after  the  receipt  of  the 
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resolution  of  Congress  for  that  purpose.  If  they  remain 
within  reach  of  that  part  of  the  enemy's  force,  which 
are  at  Newport,  I  think  it  more  than  probable,  that  they 
will  make  an  effort  to  rescue  them. 

Yon  will  exert  yourself  in  forwarding  on  the  recruits 
for  such  of  the  Massachusetts  regiments  as  are  with  the 
army.  They  need  not  remain  to  be  inoculated,  as  that 
can  be  done  conveniently  upon  their  arrival  in  camp, 
and  the  doctors  say  the  men  will  be  much  healthier 
through  the  campaign,  than  if  they  had  been  inoculated 
at  home  and  marched  immediately  upon  their  recovery.- 
I  am  particularly  pressing  in  this  matter,  because  I 
have  many  reasons  for  thinking,  that  General  Howe 
means  to  call  in  reinforcements  and  attack  us  before 
we  receive  ours.  Four  regiments  are  actually  embark- 
ed at  'New  York,  and  accounts  from  Rhode  Island  say 
they  are  about  evacuating  Newport. 

Some  little  time  past,  I  wrote  to  the  President  and 
Council  of  Massachusetts,  informing  them  that  several 
of  the  towns  had  hired  British  deserters,  and  sent  them 
on  by  way  of  substitutes.  Since  writing  that  letter, 
eleven  of  these  people  have  come  from  one  district, 
and  I  doubt  not  many  more  will  follow.  I  shall  be 
obliged  to  send  them  back,  or  they  will  most  certainly, 
as  they  ever  have  done,  desert  again  to  the  enemy  and 
carry  off  their  arms.  I  desired  the  Council  to  put  a 
stop  to  this  practice,  and  I  beg  you  will  mention  it  to 
them,  and  point  out  the  injury  it  does  the  service.  By 
a  late  resolve  of  Congress,  there  is  an  absolute  prohi- 
bition to  the  enhstment  of  deserters,  it  being  better  to 
be  deficient  in  the  quota,  than  to  have  such  men. 

I  am,  &c. 
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TO    COLONEL  ARMAND. 

Valley  Forge,  95  March,  1778. 

Sis, 

I  yesteiday  received  your  letter  from  Yorktown. 
You  must  have  misunderstood  me,  if  you  thought  I 
gave  you  permission  to  raise  a  new  and  separate  corps. 
I  told  you  I  had  no  power  to  grant  such  a  request,  but 
that,  if  you  could  obtain  such  a  permission  from  Con- 
gress, or  the  committee  of  Congress  in  camp,  I  should 
have  no  objection  to  the  measure  and  to  your  enlist- 
ing prisoners.  I  am  certain  I  never  gave  you  any  en- 
couragement to  enlist  deserters,  because  I  have  ever 
found  thenj  of  the  greatest  injury  to  the  service,  by 
debauching  our  own  men,  and  I  had  therefore  given 
positive  orders  to  all  recruiting  officers  not  to  enlist 
them  upon  any  terms.  The  Congress  have  since  made 
an  express  resolve  against  it,  and  also  against  enlisting 
prisoners. 

As  you  say  your  two  lieutenants  were  promised  the 
rank  of  captains  by  the  Marquis  de  Lafayette,  I  cannot 
do  any  thing  in  that  matter  until  I  have  seen  the  Mar- 
quis, who  is  expected  from  Albany  shortly.  When  the 
committee  of  Congress  found  that  the  corps  formerly 
commanded  by  you  was  diminished  below  fifty  men, 
they  determined  to  reduce  it  and  to  throw  the  men  into 
some  regiment.  I  hope  you  will  understand  me  clear- 
ly, when  I  again  assure  you,  that  I  have  no  powers  to 
authorize  the  raising  of  new  corps;  and,  as  you  are 
upon  the  spot,  you  will  have  a  good  opportunity  of 
making  application  to  the  Congress  for  such  a  com- 
mand as  you  seem  desirous  of  having. 

I  am.  Sir,  yours,  &c. 
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TO   JOHN   TERHANT.* 

IIoad-Quartevs,  26  Marcli,  1778. 

Sir, 

I  was  favored  with  your  letter  yesterday.  As  you 
seem  to  have  taken  it  for  granted,  that  your  services 
are  rejected,  and  intimate  an  inconsistency  in  my  not 
discouraging  from  the  beginning  the  application  made 
in  your  behalf,  it  is  incumbent  upon  me  to  assure  you, 
that  I  have  not  given  up  the  idea  of  your  becoming 
one  of  the  sub -inspectors,  on  the  terms  expressed  in 
my  last  letter,  and  acceded  to  by  you ;  and,  conse- 
quently, that  the  want  of  consistency  depends  upon 
your  interpretation  of  some  parts  of  my  conduct  to- 
wards you. 

I  will  not  however  conceal  from  you,  that,  foreseeing 
some  difficulties  in  the  way,  I  declined  announcing 
your  appointment  precipitately  and  before  the  other 
sub -inspectors  were  chosen,  that  the  whole  might  be 
declared  at  the  same  time.  Having  now  in  my  own 
mind  fixed  upon  these  gentlemen,  though  all  of  them 
are  not  in  camp,  I  have  not  the  smallest  objection  to 
your  entering  upon  the  duties  of  the  office,  as  I  am 
persuaded  it  will  afford  much  rehef  to  Baron  Steuben 
and  benefit  the  service.    I  am,  Sir,  &.c. 


TO   MAJOR-GEKERAL   ARMSTROrCG. 

VaDey  Forge,  37  Marcli,  J778. 
Dear  Sir, 

I  fear  your  apprehensions  as  to  the  augmentation 
of  the  army,  at  least  in  good  time,  will  appear  to  have 

*  A  French  officer  of  engineers,  who  desired  to  enter  the  American 
army,  and  to  whom  General  Washington  offered  the  post  of  a  subordinate 
inspector  under  Baron  Steuben. 
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been  but  too  well  founded.  Some  of  the  States  have 
but  lately  drafted  their  men,  others  have  proceeded  but 
a  very  little  way  in  recruiting,  and  some  have  not  yet 
fixed  upon  the  mode  of  completing  their  regiments. 
Even  those  men,  that  are  already  drafted  or  enlisted, 
are  to  be  drawn  together,  most  of  them  probably  to 
be  inoculated  and  all  of  them  to  be  disciplined.  By 
accounts  from  the  eastward,  the  troops  are  about 
evacuating  Rhode  Island,  and  two  regiments  of  Hes- 
sians and  two  of  British  are  actually  embarked  at  New 
York,  whether  with  an  intent  to  form  some  new  ex- 
pedition, or  to  reinforce  General  Howe  at  Philadelphia, 
cannot  yet  be  determined,  but  I  think  the  latter  most 
probable.  If  General  Howe  draws  his  strength  together 
before  we  have  collected  ours,  nothing  can  hinder  him 
from  moving  against  us  but  ignorance  of  our  numbers ; 
and  I  do  not  think  we  have  any  right  to  count  upon 
that,  considering  the  knowledge  he  appears  to  have 
had  the  last  campaign. 

I  shall  say  no  more  of  the  Canada  expedition,  than 
that  it  is  at  an  end.  I  never  was  made  acquainted 
with  a  single  circumstance  relating  to  it. 

I  am  fully  of  opinion,  that  the  enemy  depend  as 
much  or  more  upon  our  own  divisions,  and  the  disaf- 
fection which  they  expect  to  create  by  sending  their 
emissaries  among  the  people,  than  they  do  on  the  force 
of  their  arms.  The  situation  of  matters  in  this  State 
is  melancholy  and  alarming.  We  have  daily  proof,  that 
a  majority  of  the  people  in  this  quarter  are  only  re- 
strained from  supplying  the  enemy  with  horses  and 
every  kind  of  necessary,  through  fear  of  punishment ; 
and,  although  I  have  made  a  number  of  severe  exam- 
ples, I  cannot  put  a  stop  to  the  intercourse.  It  is 
plain  from  several  late  instances,  that  they  have  their 
emissaries  in  every  part  of  the  country.    A  lieutenant 
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has  been  detected  in  Lancaster  county  purchasing 
horses,  in  conjunction  with  the  inhabitants,  one  of 
whom  and  the  lieutenant  have  been  executed.  Foul' 
iine  teams  were  taken  a  few  days  ago,  going  into  Phila- 
delphia from  the  neighbourhood  of  Yorktown,  and  I 
doubt  not  but  there  are  many  more  such  intentions 
yet  undiscovered.  I  am  convinced,  that  more  mischief 
has  been  done  by  the  British  officers,  who  have  been 
prisoners,  than  by  any  other  set  of  people ;  during  their 
captivity  they  have  made  connexions  in  the  country, 
they  have  confirmed  the  disaffected,  qonverted  many 
ignorant  people,  and  frightened  the  lukewarm  and  timid 
by  their  stories  of  the  power  of  Britain.  I  hope  a 
general  exchange  is  not  far  off,  by  which  means  we 
shall  get  rid  of  all  that  set  of  people;  and  I  am  con- 
vinced, that  we  had  better,  in  future,  send  all  officers 
in  upon  parole,  than  keep  them  among  us. 

If  the  state  of  General  Potter's  affairs  will  admit  of 
returning  to  the  army,  I  shall  be  exceedingly  glad  to 
see  him,  as  his  activity  and  vigilance  have  been  much 
wanted  in  the  course  of  the  winter.  The  quota  of 
mihtia,  stipulated  by  the  State,  has  never  been  above 
half  kept  up,  and  sometimes  I  believe  there  has  not 
been  a  single  man.  Genera!  Lacey  has  not  now  above 
seventy.  The  country  upon  the  east  side  of  the 
Schuylkill  has  been  by  these  means  exceedingly  ex- 
posed, as  it  has  not  been  in  my  power  to  cover  it  with 
the  effective  Continental  troops,  who  instead  of  relaxa- 
tion have  been  upon  fatigue  the  whole  winter. 

When  the  weather  is  such,  that  you  think  you  can 
take  the  field  without  injury  to  your  health,  I  shall  be 
glad  to  see  you  with  the  army,  as  I  am,  with  sincere 
regard,  dear  Sir,  &c. 
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TO   BIAJ OR- GENERAL   McDOUGALL. 

Vdley  Foi-ge,  31  March,  1778. 

Deas  Sir, 

That  part  of  the  troops  at  New  York  have  left  that 
place,  admits  of  no  doubt.  The  accounts  of  their  num- 
ber differ ;  some  say  four  regiments,  two  British  and  two 
Hessian,  some  two  thousand  three  hundred,  and  others 
two  thousand  five  hundred  men,  all  of  whom,  there  is 
reason  to  believe,  are  arrived  at  Philadelphia,  as  a  fleet 
consisting  of  near  fifty  transports,  the  same  number 
that  left  New  York,  passed  Wilmington  about  five  days 
ago.  By  report,  Rhode  Island  was  to  be  evacuated, 
and  the  garrison  brought  to  Philadelphia.  This,  if 
true,  evidently  proves,  that  General  Howe  intends  an 
early  campaign,  to  talie  advantage  of  our  weak  state. 

What  is  to  be  done?  We  must  either  oppose  our 
whole  force  to  his  in  this  quarter,  or  take  the  advantage 
of  him  in  some  other;  which  leads  me  to  ask  your 
opinion  of  the  practicabihty  of  an  attempt  upon  New 
York,  with  Parsons's  brigade,  Nixon's,  and  the  regi- 
ments of  Van  Schick,  Hazen,  and  James  Livingston, 
aided  by  militia  from  the  States  of  New  York  and 
Connecticut;  such  I  mean  as  can  speedily  be  drawn 
together.  On  this  subject,  and  the  advisableness  of 
such  an  enterprise,  I  would  have  you  consult  Governor 
Chnton  and  General  Parsons,  and  them  only.  In  con- 
sidering this  matter,  provisions  will  be  found  a  capital 
object ;  not  merely  on  account  of  the  quantum  neces- 
saiy  for  the  support  of  such  a  force,  as  may  be  thought 
adequate  for  your  own  operations,  but  in  respect  to 
this  army,  which  must  depend  materially  upon  the  east- 
ern States  for  beef  and  pork,  and  must  at  all  events 
be  attended  to  as  a  primary  object. 

If,  in  viewing  this  matter  in  every  light  the  importance 
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of  it  deserves,  you  shall  be  of  opinion,  that  it  can  be 
undertaken  with  a  fair  prospect  of  success,  I  shall  not 
withdraw  any  part  of  the  aforementioned  troops  to  this 
army  J  if,  on  the  other  hand,  too  much  danger  and  diffi- 
culty should  appear,  to  warrant  the  attempt,  I  desire 
that  Van  Schaick's  regiment,  which  has  been  ordered 
to  FishkiU,  may  be  directed  to  march  without  delay  to 
join  me.  It  is  unnecessary,  I  am  sure,  for  me  to  add, 
that  the  most  profound  secrecy  should  attend  your 
operations,  if  the  scheme  is  adopted ;  and  if  not,  hints 
of  such  a  measure  being  in  agitation  should  be  dropped, 
in  order  to  divide  the  attendon  of  the  enemy. 

I  am,  with  sincere  esteem,  dear  Sir,  &,c,* 


TO   THE   PRESIDENT   OF   COJTGRESS. 

I-Iead-Quartci's,  Valley  Forge,  3  April,  1778 

Sir, 
Captain  Lee  of  the  light  dragoons,  and  the  officers 
under  his  command,  having  uniformly  distinguished 
themselves  by  a  conduct  of  exemplary  zeal,  prudence, 
and  bravery,  I  took  occasion,  on  a  late  signal  instance 
of  it,  to  express  the  high  sense  I  entertained  of  their 
merit,  and  to  assure  him,  that  it  should  not  fail  of  being 
properly  noticed.  I  was  induced  to  give  this  assurance 
from  a  conviction,  that  it  is  the  wish  of  Congress  to  give 
every  encouragement  to  merit,  and  that  they  would 
cheerfully  embrace  so  favorable  an  opportunity  of  mani- 

*  It  was  the  opinion  of  General  McUougaJi,  in  mhioh  Governor  Clinton 
ajid  Genera]  Parsons  concurred,  that  the  enterprise  was  not  practicable. 
"  The  conditioa  and  strength  of  these  posts,"  he  replied,  "utterly  forhid 
it ;  especially  when  the  consequence  of  a  misfortune  in  the  attempt  ia 
duly  considered,  as  it  may  affect  the  supplies  to  your  army,  and  the 
general  influence  such  an  event  may  have  on  the  operations  of  the  cam- 
paign."—HsWbiH,  ^prU  ISlh. 
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festiiig  this  disposition.  I  had  it  in  contemplation  at 
the  time,  in  case  no  other  method  more  ehgible  could 
be  adopted,  to  make  him  an  offer  of  a  place  in  my 
family,  I  have  consulted  the  committee  of  Congress 
upon  the  subject,  and  we  were  mutually  of  opinion,  that 
giving  Captain  Lee  the  command  of  two  troops  of  horse 
on  the  proposed  establishment,  with  the  rank  of  major, 
to  act  as  an  independent  partisan  corps,  would  be  a 
mode  of  rewarding  him  very  advantageous  to  the  ser- 
vice. Captain  Lee's  genius  particularly  adapts  him  to 
a  command  of  this  nature ;  and  it  will  be  the  most 
agreeable  to  him  of  any  station  in  which  he  could  be 
placed. 

I  beg  leave  to  recommend  this  measure  to  Congress, 
and  shall  be  obliged  by  their  decision  as  speedily  as 
may  be  convenient.  The  campaign  is  fast  approaching, 
and  there  will  probably  be  very  little  time  to  raise  and 
prepare  the  corps  for  it.  It  is  a  part  of  the  plan  to 
give  Ml".  Lindsey  the  command  of  the  second  troop, 
and  to  make  Mr.  Peyton  cap t^n -lieutenant  of  the  first. 
I  am,  with  the  highest  esteem  and  respect,  &c.* 


TO    COLONEL  JOSIAS    C.   HALL. 

Ilead-tluarters,  3  April,  1778. 

Sir, 
However  pamful  it  is  to  me  to  signify  my  pubhc  dis- 
approbation of  a  sentence  solemnly  pronounced  by  a 
court-martial,  it  is  a  disagreeable  sensation  from  which 

*  Tho  aliove  recommendation  was  confirmed  by  Congress  in  all  its 
particulars.  In  tiie  preamble  to  tho  resolve,  it  is  stated,  that "  Captain 
"  Henry  Lee,  of  tho  Light  Dragoons,  by  the  whole  tenor  of  his  conduct 
during  the  last  campaign,  has  proved  himself  a  brave  and  prudent  officer, 
rendered  essential  service  to  his  country,  and  acquired  to  himself,  and 
the  corps  he  commanded,  distinguished  honor."  —  Journals,  April  7th. 
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my  duty  forbids  me  to  exempt  myself  in  particular 
instances ;  such  a  one  is  that,  which  makes  the  subject 
of  your  favor  of  the  26th  ultimo.  A  refusal  to  obey 
the  commands  of  a  superior  officer,  especially  where 
the  duty  required  was  evidently  calculated  for  the  good 
of  the  service,  cannot  be  justified,  without  involving 
consequences  subversive  of  all  military  discipline.  A 
precedent  manifestly  too  dangerous  would  be  estab- 
lished, of  dispensing  with  orders,  and  subordination 
would  be  at  an  end,  if  men's  ideas  were  not  rectified 
in  a  case  of  this  kind,  and  such  notice  taken,  as  has 
been  on  ray  part. 

As  far  as  the  matter  personally  regards  you,  I  feel 
additional  concern ;  but  I  can  by  no  means  discover  that 
necessity  of  retiring  from  the  service  in  support  of  a 
mistaken  opinion,  which  you  remotely  hint  at.  On  the 
oontraiy,  from  the  crisis  at  which  our  affairs  have  ar- 
rived, and  the  frequent  defection  of  officers  seduced  by 
views  of  private  interest  and  emolument  to  abandon 
the  cause  of  their  country,  I  think  every  man,  who 
does  not  merely  mate  profession  of  patriotism,  is  bound 
by  indissoluble  ties  to  remain  in  the  army.  My  advice, 
in  which  I  flatter  myself  you  will  coincide,  after  a  dis- 
passionate review  of  this  matter,  is,  therefore,  that  dif- 
ferences may  be  mutually  forgotten,  and  that  the  whole 
may  subside ;  to  which  your  love  of  the  service  will 
I  hope  in  no  small  degree  contribute,  and  I  am,  &.c.* 
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TO   THE   PRESIDEST   OP   CONGRESS. 

Iiea(l-Q,uavters,  Valley  Fovge,  4  April,  1776. 
Sir, 
I  have  now  the  honor  to  acknowledge  your  several 
letters  of  the  21st,  29th,  and  30th  ultimo,  with  their 
enclosures,  which  have  been  duly  received.  It  gives 
me  pain  to  observe  they  appear  to  contain  several  im- 
plications by  which  my  sensibihty  is  not  a  httle  wound- 
ed. I  find  myself  extremely  embarrassed  by  the  steps 
I  had  taken  towards  an  exchange  of  prisoners,  and  the 
formation  of  a  general  cartel  making  more  ample  pro- 
vision for  their  future  accommodation  and  relief.  The 
views  of  Congress  seem  to  be  very  different  from  what 
I  supposed  them,  when  I  entered  into  my  late  engage- 
ments with  General  Howe.*    Their  resolution  of  the 

«  The  f  11         g  k  t        d  I  tt  tt       by  C  1       1 

Hamilton  tG  Clt      ivUlw      whtm  fhpocdga 

of  Congress  d  t  h  t  by  tl  t  -i    1 

was  at  th  t  t  t  G         1 W  asl       t  fid    ti  1     d      t       y 

be  presum  dtltl         p  wtht         hqlSti      tl      p      t 

sentiments    f  hi    g      ral 

"  Latelj      lb  fl  thp  nadlthfth 

B  t  h  p  ts       th  G         1  Wa.h      t         p     p    f,  d    t 

L         t        Tl       IF  tt    d  d       th  t  f       1 

Stdl  m       1  t  Ij   r         al  W    h    fft  m     t  w  th  G  1  H 
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1     d    tl   t  hai  g      h  11  t  1      pi         till     11  ts  ttl  d 

d  th    bal         d      th    U    t  d  St  t     p   d     Th    h      t^    f  t  js  tl   t 
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30th  ultimo,  pointedly  requiring  a  strict  adherence  to 
all  former  ones  upon  the  subject,  will  in  all  probability 
render  them  impracticable.  I  considered  some  of  their 
resolutions  as  dictated  on  the  principle  of  retaliation, 
and  did  not  miagine  the  terms  they  contained  would 
be  insisted  upon  in  negotiating  an  agreement  calculated 
to  remedy  the  evils  which  occasioned  them.  In  most 
respects  they  might  be  substantially  complied  with; 
but  there  are  some  points  to  which  an  exact  confor- 
mity must  of  necessity  destroy  the  idea  of  a  cartel. 
One  is  the  obliging  of  the  enemy  to  pay  gold  and  silver 
on  equal  terms  for  Continental  currency,  estimating  the 


t  mpt      a    f 


btl        dtltmkth         VI       d  Itwllj       dftgd 

uit         dia        ag     tl      mil  ti\       d  as     iJi     d         t     ta     f  th 

my     Th     p      p     t    f  h  p  1  pt     ty    ann  t  b  t  b        ry  dis 

bl     t  t     tly       p      a  t    th      1  f  t      Th  bit 

t       t    f  U      t      t        II  1         !  ttl  pi     t     g  t      d     f    t  hy  J      mg 

th  my 

It  dttob  p         tttf  h„,  because  we 

should  endeavour,  by  and  by,  to  tal;e  advantsge  of  the  enemy's  ivealmesa 
to  strike  some  decisive  blow.  If  we  should  M  in  this,  which  I  believe 
we  shall,  when  they  get  reinforced,  we  shall  not  think  it  our  interest 
to  add  to  the  strength  of  an  enemy,  already  strong  enough,  and  so  on 
ad  iT^niium.  The  truth  is,  considered  in  the  mere  view  of  barter,  it 
never  can  be  our  interest  to  exchange  ;  the  constitution  of  our  army, 
from  the  short  term  of  enlistment,  and  the  aependence  we  nre  obliged 
to  place  in  the  militia,  ai-e  strongly  opposed  to  it :  and,  if  the  argument 
of  present  interest  be  adhered  to,  we  never  can  exchange.  I  may 
venture  to  assert,  there  never  can  be  a  tune  more  proper  than  the 
present,  or  rather  a  monlh  or  two  hence ;  and,  go  about  it  as  soon  as 
we  please,  the  previous  negotiations  necessary,  and  other  circumstances, 
wiU  of  courae  procrastinate  it  for  some  time.  And  I  would  ask,  whether 
in  a  republican  State  and  a  republican  army,  such  a  cruel  policy  as 
that  of  exposing  those  men,  who  are  foremost  in  defence  of  their  coun- 
try, to  the  mlaerics  of  hopeless  captivity,  can  succeed  ?"  —  JliS'.  trfiw, 
Mareh  12iJi. 
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articles  supplied  them  at  their  actual  prices  with  us,  as 
seems  to  be  the  design  of  the  resolve  of  the  19th  of 
December;  another  is  the  subjecting  of  the  inhabitants 
of  these  States,  taken  in  arms  against  them,  to  trial 
and  punishment,  agreeably  to  the  resolve  of  the  30th 
of  the  same  month. 

I  am  well  aware  that  appearances  ought  to  be  up- 
held, and  that  we  should  avoid  as  much  as  possible 
recognising  by  any  public  act  the  depreciation  of  our 
currency ;  but  I  conceive  this  end  would  be  answered, 
as  far  as  might  be  necessary,  by  stipulating,  that  all 
money  payments  should  be  made  in  gold  and  silver, 
being  the  common  medium  of  commerce  among  na- 
tions, at  the  rate  of  four  shilhngs  and  six  pence  for  a 
Spanish  milled  dollar;  by  fixing  the  price  of  rations 
on  an  equitable  scale  relatively  to  our  respective  cir- 
cumstances ;  and  by  providing  for  the  payment  of  what 
we  may  owe,  by  sending  in  provision  and  selling  it  at 
their  market.  The  rates  of  money,  and  the  prices  of 
provisions  and  other  commodities,  differ  everywhere ; 
and,  in  treaties  of  a  similar  nature  between  any  two 
States,  it  is  requisite,  for  mutual  convenience,  to  ascer- 
tain some  common  ratio,  both  for  the  value  of  money 
in  payments,  and  for  the  rates  of  those  articles  on 
which  they  may  arise. 

It  was  determined  on  mature  consideration  not  to 
conclude  any  thing  expressly,  that  should  contradict 
the  resolution  of  the  30th  of  December;  but  at  the 
same  time,  if  it  is  designed  to  be  the  rule  of  practice, 
it  is  easy  to  perceive  it  would  at  once  overturn  any 
cartel  that  could  be  formed.  General  Howe  would 
never  consent  to  observe  it  on  his  part,  if  such  a  prac- 
tice were  to  exist  on  ours.  Though  the  law  ought  not 
to  be  contravened  by  an  express  article  admitting  the 
exchangeability  of  such  persons,  yet,  if  it  is  not  suf- 
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fered  to  sleep,  it  is  in  vain  to  expect  the  operation  of 
it  will  be  acquiesced,  in  by  the  enemy.* 

The  measures  I  have  taken  must  evince,  that  it  is 
my  determination  to  pay  the  fullest  attention  to  the 
interests  of  citizens,  and  to  the  rights  of  General  Lee, 
in  the  treaty ;  and  I  think  it  but  justice  to  the  gentle- 
men appointed  to  negotiate  it  to  declare,  that  I  know 
them  to  be  so  fully  impressed  with  the  importance  of 
both  those  objects,  as  to  make  them  cheerfully  obser- 
vant of  the  injunctions  of  Congress,  so  far  as  not  to 
conclude  any  agreement,  of  which  the  exchange  of 
General  Lee  and  the  alternative  respecting  citizens 
are  not  essential  parts.  These  points  had  been  early 
determined  on. 

It  is  with  no  small  concern,  that  I  have  been  obliged 
to  trouble  Congress  upon  the  subjects  of  this  letter; 
and,  should  they  appear  to  them  in  the  same  light  they 
do  to  me,  and  should  it  be  thought  proper  to  remove 
the  obstacles,  which  now  oppose  the  business  in  hand, 
I  must  request  they  will  be  pleased  to  communicate 
their  determination  as  expeditiously  as  possible,  that 
the  commissioners  may  govern  themselves  accordingly, 
and  cither  proceed  to  forming  a  cartel,  or  put  an  end 
to  the  negotiation.  Before  the  resolves  of  the  30th 
came  to  hand,  they  had  met,  and  been  in  treatv  two 
days,  with  a  prospect  ot  a  fa^oiible  iccommodation 

*  This  point  is  so  cleai  that  the  ground  talidii  bj  CongiLoo  aid  ad 
hered  to  witli  pertinacity,  seems  v  ry  e\traordinar)  By  the  resolution 
of  the  30tli  of  December,  all  loyalists,  or  Ameiicans  m  thp  Bntish  sen  ice, 
who  should  be  taken  in  arms  were  to  be  sent  to  the  respectne  States 
to  wliich  they  belonged,  and  BufTer  the  penalties  inflicted  bj  the  laws 
of  such  States  upon  traitors  Such  a  resolution  was  an  effectual  bir  to 
any  agreement  for  a  general  e\.change  The  British  commandrr  was 
as  much  bound  in  honor  and  justice  to  protect  the«e  persons  aa  1  e  was 
to  protect  the  British  officers  or  soldieis ,  and  m  some  respects  more  so, 
inasmuch  as  they  had  mads  greater  sacrifices  in  sippoiting  the  oiuse 
of  the  King. 
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I  am  happy  to  inform  Congress,  that  General  Lee 
will  be  out  on  parole  to-morrow  in  place  of  General 
Prescott ;  and  I  have  every  reason  to  expect,  if  the 
negotiation  can  be  continued  upon  admissible  terms, 
that  his  exchange  will  immediately  follow  the  release- 
ment  of  Colonel  Campbell  and  the  Hessian  field-offi- 
cers. It  is  agreed,  that  Lieutenant- Colonel  Allen  shall 
be  exchanged  for  Lieutenant-Colonel  Campbell. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &,c.* 


TO   BIAJOR-GEK"ERAL  MCDOUGALL. 

Head-Quarters,  Valley  Forge,  8  April,  177a. 
Dear  Sir, 

The  fleet  which  arrived  in  the  Delaware,  as  men- 
tioned in  mine  of  the  31st  uhimo,  came  from  New  York, 
but  thej  had  very  few  troops  on  board ;  so  that  if  those 
transports,  which  were  at  the  Hook  with  the  troops, 
have  SEuled,  I  know  not  certainly  where  they  are  gone. 
General  Lee,  who  came  out  of  Philadelphia  a  few  days 
ago  upon  parole,  says  he  thinks  they  were  to  go  to 
Rhode  Island  to  replace  some  troops,  who  were  to  be 
brought  from  thence  to  New  York. 

The  practicabihty  of  the  enterprise  mentioned  in 
mine  of  the  31st  ultimo  will  depend  entirely  upon  cir- 
cumstances, and  must  be  still,  as  it  was  then,  left  to 
your  own  good  judgment,  and  that  of  the  gentlemen 
with  whom  I  desired  you  to  consult.  The  sending  of 
Van  Schaick's  regiment  must  also  depend  upon  the 
intelligence  you  receive  from  New  York.  If  you  find 
that  the  enemy  are  not  in  a  situation  to  make  an  at- 
tempt upon  you,  but  still  too  strong  for  you  to  attempt 

*  See  the  answer  to  this  letter  in  the  Appendis,  No.  XIV. 
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any  thing  agamst  them  with  a  probability  of  success, 
I  would  have  you  in  that  case  send  the  regiment  for- 
ward as  quick  as  possible. 

I  am,  dear  Sir,  with  regard,  yours,  &c.* 


TO   THE   PRESIDENT   OF  CONGRESS. 

Valley  Forgo,  10  April,  1778. 

Sib, 

I  have  had  the  honor  of  receiving  youi-  favor  of  the 
'1th  instant,  enclosing  a  resolve  of  Congress  of  the  same 
date,  empowering  me  to  call  forth  five  thousand  militia 
from  the  States  of  Maryland,  Pennsylvania,  and  Wew 
Jersey.  I  thank  Congress  for  the  power ;  at  the  same 
time  it  is  incumbent  on  me  to  assure  them,  that,  grant- 
ing the  practicability  of  collecting  such  a  number,  it 
would  prove  a  work  of  time,  difficulty,  and  expense ; 
to  evince  which,  I  need  only  recur  to  the  experience 
of  last  campaign  on  similar  occasions,  and  to  remind 
you  that  it  was  not  possible  to  obtain  a  thousand  men, 
nor  sometimes  even  one  hundred,  from  this  State,  al- 
though the  former  number  was  required  aiid  promised, 
for  the  purpose  of  covering  during  the  winter  the  coun- 
try between  the  Schuylkill  and  the  Delaware. 

G         I  M  D        11                p             tl  t     t  f  th         I 

t  W    t  P     t     H          t    th  t  tl     1    t  ly  Id       t 

t         dd        tt    I      f  tl           my     B  t  tl  !      ht  t  w 

h  th  t  th    fort        Id      t  b     t      hi     t  th  y    1     Id  p 

th  m        F      th                    h      dd  d  hlig  d  t  m  1,       ni 

■ml          th  m     It  will     q        fi      tl           d  ft    t  l)y  t 

th     g         a               th     f   t    Tvh    h       ram     (1    t  -i  d  tl  bi     tl 

t             t    Im    t    11th     p      t         tl                P  P     f  t    g        k 

t            y  th      h  pp           MI               k             t    m  d  by  tii  h    h 

ttadthwk      tWtPmtth       m  p     b  th     CI      1 

a  1            dim            f  t     t    4  tl     p    pi  m  pt  hi    th 

th  t    f  th    1  tt          1    1      d      d  G         IP  1 C  CI   t 
td          thfmmjb          t       dtV^tTt—Jipl  13ih 
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The  great  end  of  my  letter  to  Congress,  of  the  24th 
ultimOj  seems  to  have  been  mistaken.  My  views  were 
not  turned  to  reinforcements  of  militia.  To  know 
whether  the  old  establishment  of  the  army,  or  the  new 
as  agreed  upon  by  the  committee,  is  the  choice  of 
Congress,  and  in  what  manner  the  regiments  of  this 
State  and  the  additionals  are  to  be  reduced,  and  ofii- 
cers  for  the  whole  appointed,  was  my  object.  These 
are  objects  of  the  greatest  moment,  as  they  may,  in 
their  consequences,  involve  the  fate  of  America;  for  I 
will  undertake  to  say,  that  it  is  next  to  impossible, 
when  the  season  is  so  far  advanced,  properly  to  accom- 
plish those  changes,  appointments,  and  the  dependent 
arrangements  for  the  ensuing  campaign.  Should  any 
convulsion  happen,  or  movement  take  place,  they  wiU 
be  altogether  impracticable.  Justice  to  my  own  char- 
acter, as  well  as  duty  to  the  public,  constrains  me  to 
repeat  these  things ;  their  consequences  are  more  easily 
conceived  than  described. 

It  may  be  said  by  some.  Sir,  that  my  wish  to  see 
the  officers  of  this  army  upon  a  more  respectable  es- 
tablishment is  the  cause  of  my  solicitude,  and  carries 
me  too  far.  To  such  I  can  declare,  that  my  anxiety 
proceeds  from  the  causes  above  mentioned.  If  my 
opinion  is  asked  with  respect  to  the  necessity  of  making 
this  provision  for  the  officers,  I  am  ready  to  declare, 
that  I  do  most  religiously  believe  the  salvation  of  the 
cause  depends  upon  it,  and,  without  it,  your  officers  will 
moulder  to  nothing,  or  be  composed  of  low  and  illiterate 
men,  void  of  capacity  for  this  or  any  other  business.  To 
prove  this,  I  can  with  truth  aver,  that  scarce  a  day  pass- 
es without  the  offer  of  two  or  three  commissions ;  and 
my  advices  from  the  eastward  and  southward  are,  that 
numbers  who  had  gone  home  on  furlough  mean  not  to 
return,  but  are  establishing  themselves  in  more  lucrative 
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employments.  Let  Congress  determine  what  will  be 
the  consequence  of  this  spirit 

Personally,  as  an  officer,  I  have  no  interest  in  their 
decision,  because  I  have  declared,  and  I  now  repeat 
it,  that  I  never  will  receive  the  smallest  beneiit  frora 
the  half-pay  establishment ;  but,  as  a  man  who  fights 
under  the  weight  of  a  proscription,  and  as  a  citizen, 
who  wishes  to  see  the  liberty  of  his  country  established 
lipon  a  permanent  foundation,  and  whose  property  de- 
pends upon  the  success  of  our  arms,  I  am  deeply  in- 
terested. But,  all  this  apart,  and  justice  out  of  the 
question,  upon  the  single  ground  of  economy  and  public 
saving,  I  will  maintain  the  utility  of  it ;  for  I  have  not 
the  least  doubt,  that,  until  officers  consider  their  com- 
missions in  an  honorable  and  interested  point  of  view, 
and  are  afraid  to  endanger  them  by  negligence  and 
inattention,  no  order,  regularity,  or  care,  either  of  the 
men  or  public  property,  will  prevail.  To  prove  this, 
I  need  only  refer  to  the  general  courts-martial,  which 
are  constantly  sitting  for  the  trial  of  them,  and  the 
number  who  hare  been  cashiered  within  the  last  three 
months  for  misconduct  of  different  kinds.  At  no  period 
since  the  commencement  of  the  war  have  I  feit  more 
painful  sensations  on  account  of  delay,  than  at  the 
present ;  and,  urged  by  them,  I  have  expressed  myself 
without  reserve. 

By  a  letter  just  received  from  General  Weedon,  I  am 
informed  of  his  intention  to  resign,  if  General  Woodford 
should  be  restored  to  his  former  rank,  which  he  had 
not  then  heard.  General  Muhlenberg  is  now  balancing 
on  the  samfe  point.  One,  therefore,  if  not  two  briga- 
diers, will  be  wanted  for  that  State.  The  disadvantages 
resulting  from  the  frequent  resignations  in  the  Virginia 
ime,  the  change  of  commanding  officers  to  the  regi- 
ments, and  other  causes  equally  distressing,  have  in- 
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jured  that  corps  beyond  conception,  and  have  been 
the  means  of  reducing  very  respectable  regiments  in 
some  instances  to  a  mere  handful  of  men ;  and  this 
will  ever  be  the  case,  till  officers  can  be  fixed  by 
something  equivalent  to  the  sacrifice  they  mal^e.  To 
reason  otherwise,  and  suppose  that  public  virtue  alone 
will  enable  men  to  forego  the  ease  and  comforts  of 
hfe,  to  encounter  the  hardships  and  dangers  of  war  for 
a  bare  subsistence,  when  their  companions  and  friends 
are  amassing  large  fortunes,  is  viewing  human  nature 
rather  as  it  should  be,  than  as  it  really  is. 

The  clothier-general  of  the  army,  as  well  as  the 
heads  of  every  other  department,  should  be  ia  camp 
near  the  Commander-in-chief;  otherwise  it  is  impossi- 
ble that  the  operations  of  war  can  be  conducted  with 
energy  and  precision.  I  wish  most  sincerely  that  this, 
as  not  the  least  essential  part  of  the  business  settled 
with  the  committee,  were  decided,  and  a  thorough  in- 
vestigation were  had  into  the  conduct  of  this  depart- 
ment. I  shall  make  no  apology  for  the  freedom  of  this 
letter.  To  inform  Congress  of  such  facts  as  materially 
affect  the  service,  I  conceive  to  be  one  great  and 
essential  part  of  my  duty  to  them  and  myself.  My 
agreement  with  the  committee  entitled  me  to  expect 
upwards  of  forty  thousand  Contmental  troops,  exclusive 
of  artillery  and  horse,  for  the  service  of  the  ensuing 
campaign,  including  those  to  be  employed  in  the  de- 
fence of  the  North  River.  Instead  of  these,  what  are 
my  prospects  1 

Major-General  the  Mai-quis  de  Lafayette  is  arrived 
at  camp,  and  will  resume  the  command  of  his  division. 
The  Baron  de  Kalb  is  expected  in  a  few  days. 

!  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c. 
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TO    COLONEL   STEPHEN"   BIOTLAN. 

Valley  Forge,  11  April,  1778. 

Dear  Sib, 
Your  return  of  the  cavalry  is  really  vexatious ;  but 
what  can  be  expected  wlien  officers  prefer  their  own 
ease  and  emolument  to  the  good  of  their  country,  or 
to  the  care  and  attention,  which  they  are  in  duty  bound 
to  pay  to  the  particular  corps  they  command*!  In  every 
service  but  ours,  the  winter  is  spent  in  endeavouring 
to  make  preparation  for  the  ensuing  campaign.  I  desire 
you  will  make  strict  inquiry  into  the  conduct  of  every 
officer  present,  and  find  out  whether  those  absent  have 
gone  upon  furlough  regularly  obtained ;  and  if  it  appears, 
that  they  have  been  negligent  in  point  of  duty  or  are 
absent  without  leave,  arrest  and  have  them  brought  to 
trial ;  for  I  am  determined  to  niake  examples  of  those, 
to  whom  this  shameful  neglect  of  the  cavalry  has  been 
owing.  If  there  has  been  any  deficiency  on  the  part 
of  the  commissary  of  forage,  let  the  commanding  officer 
of  Sheldon's  make  it  appear  in  his  own  justification. 
I  am,  &,c. 


TO   THE   OFFICER   COMMANDING   SHELDON's    LIGHT 
DRAGOONS. 

Valley  Forge,  14  April,  1778. 

Sib, 
I  scarce  know  which  is  greatest,  my  astonishment 
or  vexation,  at  hearing  of  the  present  low  condition  of 
your  horse.  To  have  them  in  good  order  against  the 
period,  which  is  now  just  at  hand,  you  were  exempted 
from  the  fatigues  of  a  winter's  campaign,  and  permitted 
to  retire  to  the  best  quarters  the  country  afforded  for 
the  express   purpose  of  recruiting  them.     I  deprived 


,dhy  Google 


316  WASHINGTON'S   WRITINGS.  [jEt.  4a 

myself  of  the  advantages  of  their  services,  which  were 
essential  both  for  the  security  of  my  camp,  and  stop- 
ping the  intercourse  with  the  city ;  but  for  what  pur- 
pose did  I  do  this  1  Why  to  furnish  the  officers  and 
men,  it  seems,  with  opportunities  of  galloping  about  the 
country,  and,  by  neglect  of  the  horses,  reducing  them 
to  a  worse  condition  than  those,  which  have  been  kept 
upon  constant  and  severe  duty  the  whole  winter.  How 
you  can  reconcile  this  conduct  to  your  feelings  as  an 
officer,  and  answer  it  to  your  country,  !  linow  not. 
I  am,  Sir,  &c. 


TO   THE   PEESIDEHT   OF   CONGRESS. 

Valley  Forge,  18  April,  1778, 
Sir, 
On  Thursday  evening  I  had  the  honor  to  receive 
your  two  letters  of  the  14th  instant.  I  am  much 
obliged  by  the  fresh  assurances,  which  Congress  are 
pleased  to  make  me  of  their  confidence ;  and  they 
may  be  satisfied  that  I  wish  nothing  more  ardently, 
than  that  a  good  and  perfect  agreement  should  subsist 
between  us.  The  negotiadon  between  the  commis- 
sioners is  ended  without  effecting  a  cartel ;  nor  do  I 
suppose,  from  the  information  I  have  received  on  the 
subject,  that  there  is  any  good  prospect  that  one  will 
ever  be  formed,  or  at  least  for  a  great  while,  on  a 
liberal  and  extensive  plan.  A  report  of  the  proceed- 
ings of  the  commissioners  on  our  part,  at  their  several 
meetings,  I  take  the  liberty  to  enclose.  The  old  agree- 
ment, I  presume,  continues ;  and  under  it  we  must 
carry  on  exchanges.* 

*  Commissioners  from  General  Washington  and  General  Howe  met 
at  Germantowii  on  the  Slst  of  March,  where  they  remained  three  da.ys. 
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General  Muhlenberg  has  communicated  his  detenni- 
nation  to  resign,  but  has  promised  not  to  leave  his 
brigade  tUl  Congress  shall  appoint  another  general  in 
his  room,  provided  it  is  done  in  any  reasonable  time. 
By  postponing  my  call  upon  the  militia,  as  mentioned 
in  my  last  of  the  10th,  I  did  not  mean  to  decline  it 
altogether.  I  did  not  see  the  necessity  of  calling  out 
five  thousand  for  the  sole  purpose  of  defence ;  and,  in 
the  present  situation  of  things,  I  cannot  perceive  my 
way  sufficiently  clear  for  oiFensive  measures,  as  I  do 
not  knovi^  when  to  expect  the  recruits  from  the  differ- 
ent States,  nor  what  prospect  the  commissary  has  of 
provision ;  as  we  only  get  it  yet  from  hand  to  mouth, 
assembling  the  militia,  unless  for  the  purpose  of  de- 
fence, should  be  the  last  thing  done,  as  they  soon  be- 
come impatient,  and  are  very  expensive  in  the  articles 
of  stores,  camp  utensils,  and  provisions. 

They  met  again  April  6th,  at  Newtown,  in  Bucks  county.  A  difficulty 
aiose  at  the  outaet  concerning  the  nature  of  the  powers  contained  in 
General  Howe's  commisaion.  It  was  given  on  no  other  authority  than 
his  own,  whereas  the  commission  from  General  Waahington  expressly 
specified,  that  it  was  "  in  virtue  of  full  powers  to  him  delegated,"  This 
defect  was  objected  to  by  the  American  commissioners,  and  tho  subject 
was  referred  to  General  Howe,  who  declined  altering  the  commission, 
declaring  at  the  same  time,  "  that  he  meant  the  treaty  to  be  of  a  personal 
nature,  founded  on  the  rmitual  confidence  and  honor  of  tho  contracting 
generals,  and  had  no  intention,  either  of  binding  the  nation,  or  extending 
the  cartel  beyond  the  limits  and  duration  of  his  own  command."  As 
this  was  putting  the  matter  on  a  totally  different  footing  from  that  con- 
templated in  General  Washington's  commission,  by  which  Congress  and 
the  nation  were  bound,  and  ae  General  Howe's  commissioners  refused 
to  treat  on  any  other  terms,  the  meeting  was  dissolved,  without  any 
progress  having  been  made  in  a  cartel.  It  was  intimated  hy  the  British 
commissioners,  as  a  reason  why  General  Howe  declined  to  negotiate  on 
a  national  ground,  that  it  might  imply  an  acknowledgment  inconsistent 
with  the  claims  of  the  English  government.  The  papers,  which  passed 
between  the  commissioners  of  the  two  parties,  were  published  by  order 
of  Congress.  —  See  Remembrancer,  Vol.  VI.  p,  315,  The  American 
commissioners  were  Colonels  Grayson,  Harrison,  Hamilton,  and  Mr.  Elias 
Bondinot.    Their  conduct  was  approved  by  Congress. 
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The  enclosed  draft  of  a  bill  was  brought  to  head- 
quarters yesterday  afternoon,  by  a  gentleman  who  in- 
formed me,  that  a  large  cargo  of  them  had,  been  just 
sent  out  of  Philadelphia.  Whether  this  insidious  pro- 
ceeding is  genuine,  and  imported  in  the  packet,  which 
arrived  a  few  days  ago,  or  contrived  in  Philadelphia,  is 
a  point  undetermined  and  immaterial ;  but  it  is  certainly 
founded  in  principles  of  the  most  wicked,  diabolical 
baseness,  and  meant  to  poison  the  minds  of  the  people, 
and  detach  the  wavering  at  least  from  our  cause.  I 
suppose  it  will  obtain  a  place  in  the  papers,  and  am  not 
without  anxiety  that  it  will  have  a  malignant  influence. 
I  would  submit  it,  whether  it  will  not  be  highly  expe- 
dient for  Congress  to  invesdgate  it  in  aU  its  parts,  and 
to  expose  in  the  most  striking  manner  the  injustice, 
delusion,  and  fraud  it  contains.  I  trust  it  will  be  at- 
tacked, in  every  shape,  in  every  part  of  the  continent. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c.* 

Th  pipei  heie  itferred  tc  contained  a  draft  of  Lord  North's  Con- 
iibcdor!)  Bills,  as  thpy  iiere  cillpd  They  had  made  their  way  ivith 
quick  despatch  to  General  Washington's  camp.  They  arrived  in  New 
\nTk  on  the  14th  ot  April  and  weie  published  on  the  15tli  hy  Governoj 
Tryon,  accompanied  by  a  declaration  certifying  tiia.t  they  were  genuine 
copies  of  the  drafts  sent  to  him  by  Lord  George  Germain,  He  added ; 
"  To  prepare  the  way  for  the  return  of  peace,  the  nhove  hDla  were  read 
in  the  House  of  Commons  on  the  19th  day  of  February  last,  in  pursuance 
f  th         inim   IS         IftlH  hlhtthm  tl 

nd  I  1        1      M  J    ty  d  t  th  m  t     b     p     t  d      d 

dp       d   ti  t  tl     p    pi      tig         y  b        q       t  d      th  th 

t         dththf        Mdp         nfGtBtant        dl 
An        nl  LdNthpl  p         tgthbU 

P    1    m  nt    w     ill  w       p  hi  h  d    t  th       m    tim       N  f    h 

particulars  had  come  to  General  Washington  s  knowledge,  y>  hen  he  wrote 
the  above  letter.  From  the  manner  in  whicli  he  speaks  of  the  hills,  as 
well  as  from  hia  next  letter  to  Congress,  it  is  evident  that  he  considered 
them  a  forgery  at  the  time  he  was  writing.  Nor  was  ha  singular  in 
this  opinion.  Mr.  Laurens,  President  of  Congress,  in  a  letter  to  Governor 
Clinton,  said,  "I  differ  from  gentlemen,  who  suppose  the  performance 
originated  under  authority  in  England.  It  appears  to  me  to  be  destitute 
of  the  most  essential  marks.    I  believe  it  to  be  of  Philadelpliia  manu- 
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TO   THE   PRESIDENT   OF   CONGRESS, 

Valley  Forgo,  90  April,  177S. 
Sir, 

When  I  addressed  you  on  the  18th,  I  was  doubtful 
whether  the  draft  of  the  bill  then  transmitted  was  not 
spurious  and  contrived  in  Philadelphia;  but  its  authen- 
ticity, I  am  almost  certain,  is  not  to  be  questioned. 
The  information  from  Philadelphia  seems  clear  and 
conclusive,  that  it  came  over  in  the  packet,  with  Lord 
North's  speech  on  the  introduction  of  it  into  Parlia- 
ment. I  enclose  a  paper  containing  his  speeeh,  which 
just  came  to  hand.  This  bill,  I  am  persuaded,  will 
pass  into  a  law.  Congress  will  perceive  by  the  minis- 
ter's speech,  that  it  aims  at  objects  of  the  greatest 
extent  and  importance,  and  will  no  doubt  in  one  way 
or  other  involve  the  most  interesting  consequences  to 
this  country.     I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &.c. 


TO   aiAJ OR- GENERAL    GREKNE.* 

Head-Quaiters,  SO  April,  177P. 

There  seem  to  be  but  three  general  plans  of  opera- 
tion, which  may  be  premeditated  for  the  next  campaign  ; 
one,  the  attempting  to  recover  Philadelphia  and  destroy 
the  enemy's  army  there;  another,  the  endeavouring 
to  transfer  the  war  to  the  northward  by  an  enterprise 
against  New  York;  and  a  third,  the  remaining  quiet 
in  a  secure,  fortified  camp,  disciplining  and  arranging 

fsictuvo,  probably  under  hints  from  the  oUier  side  of  the  water."  —  MS. 
Ldter,  April  SOffl. 

*  Thia  letter  was  sent  as  a  circular  to  all  the  general  officers  in  camp. 
General  Greene  had  been  appointed  ijuartermaster- general,  on  the  2d  of 
Majch,  but  he  retained  hia  rank  of  major-geaetal  in  the  army. 
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the  army  till  the  enemy  begin  their  operations,  and 
then  to  govern  ourselves  accordingly.  Which  of  these 
three  plans  shall  we  adopt  ? 

If  the  first,  what  mode  of  execution  shall  we  pursue, 
and  what  force  will  be  requisite,  esdmating  the  present 
numbers  of  the  eaeray  in  Philadelphia  to  be  ten  thou- 
sand men,  exclusive  of  marines  and  seamen,  whose  aid 
may  be  called  in  ?  Shall  we  endeavour  to  effect  the 
purpose  by  storm,  by  regular  approaches,  or  by  block- 
ade, and  in  what  particular  manner? 

If  the  second,  shall  we  attempt  to  take  New  York 
by  a  coup  de  main  with  a  small  force,  or  shall  we  collect 
a  large  force,  and  make  an  attack  in  form?  In  either 
case,  what  force  will  be  necessary,  estimating  the 
number  of  the  enemy  in  and  about  New  York  at  four 
thousand  men,  and  what  disposition  shall  we  make  so 
as  to  effect  the  enterprise,  and  at  the  same  time  to 
protect  the  country  here  and  secure  our  stores  ? 

If  the  last,  what  post  shall  we  take,  so  as  to  keep 
the  army  in  a  state  of  security,  to  afford  cover  to  the 
country  and  to  our  magazmes,  and  to  be  in  a  situation 
to  counteract  the  future  motions  of  the  enemy? 

The  Commander-in-chief  thinks  it  unnecessary  to 
malce  any  comments  on  these  questions,  as  the  general 
officers  will  no  doubt  fully  weigh  every  circumstance 
proper  to  be  considered,  and,  sensible  of  the  importance 
of  the  objects,  to  which  their  attention  is  called,  will 
malie  their  opinions  the  result  of  mature  deliberation. 
I  am,  &.C.* 

*  Each  of  the  officers  sent  a  written  reply  to  the  ahove  queries.  They 
difibred  widely  in  opinion.  Wayne,  Paterson,  and  Maxwell  recommended 
an  attack  on  Philadelphia.  Knox,  Poor,  Varniim,  and  Muhlenberg  were 
m  favor  of  an  attack  on  New  York.  Greene  thought  it  test  for  the  main 
body  of  the  army  to  remain  at  Valley  Forgo,  hut  that  an  attack  should  be 
made  on  New  York  hy  a  detachment  of  four  thousand  regulai's,  joined 
to  the  eastern  militia;  that  General  Wasliington  should  command  this 
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TO   JOHN   BAHISTEIl,   DELEGATE   IN   C0:YGIIESS. 

Valley  Porge,  91  April,  1778. 

Dear  Sir, 

I  thank  you  very  much  for  your  obliging  tender  of 
a  friendly  intercourse  between  us ;  and  you  may  rest 
assured  that  I  embrace  it  with  cheerfulness,  and  shall 
write  you  freely,  as  often  as  leisure  will  permit,  on 
such  points  as  appear  to  me  material  and  interesting. 
I  am  pleased  to  find,  that  you  expect  the  proposed 
establishment  of  the  army  will  succeed ;  though  it  is  a 
painful  consideration,  that  matters  of  such  pressing  im- 
portance and  obvious  necessity  meet  with  so  much 
difficulty  and  delay.  Be  assured,  the  success  of  the 
measure  is  a  matter  of  the  most  serious  moment,  and 
that  it  ought  to  be  brought  to  a  conclusion  as  speedily 
as  possible.  The  spirit  of  resigning  commissions  has 
been  long  at  an  alarming  height,  and  increases  daily. 

The  Virginia  hne  has  sustained  a  violent  shock  in 
this  instance.  Not  less  than  ninety  have  already  re- 
signed to  me.  The  same  conduct  has  prevailed  among 
the  officers  from  the  other  States,  though  not  yet  to 
so  considerable  a  degree ;  and  there  are  but  too  just 
grounds  to  fear,  that  it  will  shake  the  very  existence 
of  the  army,  unless  a  remedy  is  soon,  very  soon,  ap- 
phed.  There  is  none,  in  my  opinion,  so  effectual  as 
the  one  pointed  out.*     This,  I  trust,  will  satisfy   the 


expedition  in  person,  and  leaie  Geneial  Lee  to  command  in  Pennsylvania. 
Lotd  Stirling  nas  ior  opeiating  against  both  New  \otk  and  Philadelpliia. 
Lafiiyettp,  Steuben,  and  Dnpoitail  had  doubts  as  to  the  expediency  of 
any  attack  upon  tlie  enemy,  till  the  army  ahnuld  be  strengthened  and 
put  m  a  bettei  condition ,  and  they  were  inclined  tj  adopt  tlie  thh'd  plan 
suggested  by  the  Tomraandcr  in  chief 

«  That  IS,  an  estihlishment  of  hilf  pay  for  the  officers  after  the  terrai- 

mtion  of  the  iiai      A  plan  foi   this  purpose  had  bpcn  agreed  upon  by 

the  committpp  in  camp,  and  was  now  Under  dehatp  in  Congress.     It  was 

thought  e-;ttemely  impoitant  by  Genpral  Washington,  as  appears  hy  some 

VOL.  V.  41 
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officers,  and  at  the  same  time  it  will  produce  no  present 
additional  emission  of  money.  They  will  not  be  per- 
suaded to  sacrifice  all  views  of  present  interest,  and  en- 
counter the  numerous  vicissitudes  of  war,  in  the  defence 
of  their  country,  unless  she  will  be  generous  enough 
on  her  part  to  make  a  decent  provision  for  their  future 
support.  I  do  not  pronounce  absolutely,  that  we  shall 
have  no  army  if  the  establishment  fails,  but  the  army 
which  we  may  have  will  be  without  discipline,  without 
energy,  incapable  of  acting  with  vigor,  and'  destitute 
of  those  cements  necessary  to  promise  success  on  the 
one  hand,  or  to  withstand  the  shocks  of  adversity  on 
the  other.  It  is  indeed  hard  to  say  how  extensive  the 
evil  may  be,  if  the  measure  should  be  rejected,  or 
much  longer  delayed,  I  find  it  a  very  arduous  task 
to  keep  the  officers  in  tolerable  humor,  and  to  protract 
such  a  combination  for  quitting  the  service,  as  might 
possibly  undo  us  for  ever. 

The  difference  between  our  service  and  that  of  the 
enemy  is  very  striking.  With  us,  from  the  peculiar, 
unhappy  situation  of  things,  the  officer,  a  few  instances 
excepted,  must  break  in  upon  his  private  fortune  for 
present  support,  without  a  prospect  of  future  relief. 
With  them,  even  companies  are  esteemed  so  honor- 
able and  so  valuable,  that  they  have  sold  of  late  from 
fifteen  to  twenty-two  hundred  pounds  sterfing;  and  I 
am  credibly  informed,  that  four  thousand  guineas  have 
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been  given  for  a  troop  of  dragoons.  You  will  readily 
determine  how  this  difference  will  operate ;  what  ef- 
fects it  must  produce.  Men  may  speculate  as  they 
will ;  they  may  talk  of  patriotism ;  they  may  draw  a 
few  examples  from  ancient  story,  of  great  achievements 
performed  by  its  influence ;  but  whoever  builds  upon 
them,  as  a  sufficient  basis  for  conducting  a  long  and 
bloody  war,  wiil  find  himself  deceived  in  the  end. 
We  must  take  the  passions  of  men  as  nature  has  given 
them,  and  those  principles  as  a  guide,  which  are  gen- 
erally the  rule  of  action.  I  do  not  mean  to  exclude 
altogether  the  idea  of  patriodsm.  I  know  it  exists, 
and  I  know  it  has  done  much  in  the  present  contest. 
But  I  will  venture  to  assert,  that  a  great  and  lasting 
war  can  never  be  supported  on  this  principle  alone. 
It  must  be  aided  by  a  prospect  of  interest,  or  some 
reward.  For  a  time  it  may,  of  itself,  push  men  to 
action,  to  bear  much,  to  encounter  difficulties ;  but  it 
will  not  endure  unassisted  by  interest. 

The  necessity  of  putting  the  army  upon  a  respect- 
able footing,  both  as  to  numbers  and  constitution,  is 
now  become  more  essential  than  ever.  The  enemy 
are  beginning  to  play  a  game  more  dangerous,  than 
their  efforts  by  arms  (though  these  will  not  be  remit- 
ted in  the  smallest  degree),  which  threatens  a  fatal 
blow  to  the  independence  of  America,  and  of  course  to 
her  liberties.  They  are  endeavouring  to  ensnare  the 
people  by  specious  allurements  of  peace.  It  is  not 
improbable  they  have  had  such  abundant  cause  to  be 
tired  of  the  war,  that  they  may  be  sincere  in  the  terms 
they  offer,  which,  though  far  short  of  our  pretensions, 
will  be  extremely  ffattering  to  miads,  that  do  not  pene- 
trate far  into  political  consequences  ;  but,  whether  they 
are  sincere  or  not,  they  may  be  equally  destructive ;  for, 
to  discerning  men  nothing  can  be  more  evident,  than 
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that  a  peace  on  the  principles  of  dependence,  however 
limited,  after  what  has  happened,  would  be  to  the  last 
degree  dishonorable  and  ruinous.*  It  is  however  much 
to  be  apprehended,  that  the  idea  of  such  an  event  will 
have  a  very  powerful  effect  upon  the  country,  and  if 
not  combated  with  the  greatest  address  will  serve,  at 
least,  to  produce  supineness  and  disunion.  Men  are 
naturally  fond  of  peace,  and  there  are  symptoms  which 
may  authorize  an  opinion,  that  the  people  of  America 
are  pretty  generally  weary  of  the  present  war.  It  is 
doubtful,  whether  many  of  our  friends  might  not  in- 
cline to  an  accommodation  on  the  grounds  held  out, 
or  which  may  be,  rather  than  persevere  in  a  contest 
for  independence.  If  this  is  the  case,  it  must  surely 
be  the  truest  policy  to  strengthen  the  army,  and  place 
it  upon  a  substantial  footing.  This  will  condiice  to 
inspire  the  country  with  confidence ;  enable  those  at 
the  head  of  affairs  to  consult  the  public  honor  and  in- 
terest, notwithstanding  the  defection  of  some  and  tem- 
porary inconsistency  and  irresolution  of  others,  who 
may  desire  to  compromise  the  dispute  ;  and,  if  a  treaty 

*  There  was  at  this  time  in  Parliament  a  small  party  in  favor  of  grant- 
ing independence  to  America,  and  of  instructing  the  commissioners  to 
malte  a  treaty  on  that  footmg  Go\einor  Pownall  held  out  this  idea, 
and  enforced  itmth  strong  arguments,  in  the  debate  on  the  address  to 
the  King,  in  reply  to  I115  message  accompanying  the  declaration  of  the 
French  amhassador,  which  gate  notice  of  thp  treat)  between  France 
and  the  United  "^tatoa  '  TJiia  tieaty,"  said  Goiemor  Pownall,  "does 
not  alter  mj  idea  of  the  probability  ot  oai  having  even  jet  pe  cp  Kith 
America,  it  ive  will  but  take  the  ivaj  that  leads  to  it,  and  the  onlj  oni. 
that  is  open  Nothmg  but  the  perverseness  of  our  own  conduct  can 
cross  it.  We  know  that  the  Americans  are  and  must  be  independent , 
and  yet  iie  will  not  treat  with  them  as  such  It  government  itself  le 
tains  the  least  idea  ot  sciereignty,  it  has  already  gone  too  far  for  that, 
if  it  entertains  the  least  hope  of  peace,  it  has  not  gone  far  enough , 
and  every  step  we  shall  take  to  put  the  Amencans  back  from  indepen 
dency,will  convince  thtm  the  more  of  the  neuesMf-v  ot  D-mrr  )  riini' 
—  Pcti-Uamenfanj  DebaUs,  Maich  17th,  177" 
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should  be  deemed  expedient,  will  put  it  in  their  power 
to  insist  upon  better  terras,  than  they  could  otherwise 
expect. 

Besides  the  most  vigorous  exertions  at  home  to  in- 
crease and  establish  a  military  force  upon  a  good  basis, 
it  appears  to  me  advisable,  that  we  should  immediately 
try  the  full  extent  of  our  interest  abroad,  and  bring 
our  European  negodations  to  an  issue.  I  think  France 
must  have  radfied  our  independence,*  and  will  declare 
war  immediately, .  on  finding  that  serious  proposals  of 
accommodation  are  made ;  but  lest,  from  a  mistaken 
policy  or  too  exalted  opinion  of  our  power  from  the 
representations  she  has  had,  she  should  still  remain 
indecisive,  it  were  to  be  wished,  that  proper  persons 
should  be  instantly  despatched,  or  our  envoys  already 
there  instructed  to  insist  pointedly  on  her  coming  to 
a  final  determination,  f  It  cannot  be  fairly  supposed, 
that  she  will  hesitate  a  moment  to  declare  war,  if  she 

*  Thia  was  true,  although  tho  fact  was  not  yet  known  in  America.. 
The  treaties  of  commerce  and  alliance  between  Prance  and  the  United 
Btatea  wore  signed  on  the  6th  of  February.  The  first  meeting  between 
the  French  Minister  and  the  American  Commisaionera,  for  the  purpose 
of  negotiating  a  treaty,  was  held  at  Versailles  on  the  ISth  of  December. 
It  was  stated,  in  an  article  of  the  treaty  of  alliance,  to  he  its  direct 
end,  "  to  maintain  effectually  the  liherty,  sovereignty,  and  independence, 
absolute  and  unlimited,  of  the  United  States,  as  well  in  matters  of 
government  as  commerce."  —  See  Diplomatic  Correspondence,  Vol.  I, 
pp.  355,  364. 

+  It  seems  there  were  some  fears  at  this  moment,  as  to  the  effect 
which  might  be  produced  on  the  American  people,  by  the  advances  of 
the  British  ministry  in  Lord  North's  propositions.  In  a  reply  to  General 
Washington's  circular  letter,  asking  the  advice  of  the  general  officers 
respecting  a  plan  of  the  campaign,  the  Marquis  de  Lafiiyette  stated,  as 
reasons  for  vigorous  measures,  the  expected  reinforcements  of  the  enemy, 
and  the  approaching  anival  of  tfiree  commissioners,  "  whom  I  fear," 
said  he,  "more  than  ten  thousand  men."  —  MS.  Letter,  April  25tlu 

General  Washington  himself,  in  a  letter  to  his  brother,  written  a  few 

days  after  the  above,  speaks  as  follows,  alluding  to  the  British  commia- 

sionera.     "  It  will  require,"  he  observes,  "  all  the  skill,  wisdom,  and  policy 

of  the  first  abilities  of  these  States  to  manage  the  helm,  and  steer  with 
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is  given  to  understand,  in  a  proper  manner,  that  a  re- 
union of  the  two  countries  may  be  the  consequence 
of  procrastination.  A  European  war  and  a  European 
alliance  would  effectually  answer  our  purposes.  If  the 
step  I  now  mention  should  be  eligible,  despatches 
ought  to  be  sent  at  once  by  different  conveyances,  for 
fear  of  accidents.  I  confess,  it  appears  to  me  a  meas- 
ure of  this  kind  could  not  but  be  productive  of  the 
most  salutary  consequences.  If  possible,  I  should  also 
suppose  it  absolutely  necessary  to  obtain  good  intelli- 
gence from  England,  pointing  out  the  true  springs  of 
this  manccuvre  of  the  ministry ;  the  preparations  of 
force  they  are  making ;  the  prospects  there  are  of  rais- 
ing it ;  the  amount,  and  when  it  may  be  expected. 

It  really  seems  to  me,  from  u  comprehensive  view 
of  things,  that  a  period  is  fast  approaching,  big  with 
events  of  the  most  interestmg  importance ;  when  the 
counsels  we  pursue,  and  the  part  we  act,  may  lead 
decisively  to  liberty  or  to  slavery.'  Under  this  idea, 
I  cannot  but  regret  that  inactivity,  that  inattention,  that 
want  of  something,  which  unhappily  I  have  but  too 
often  experienced  in  our  public  affairs.     I  wish  that 
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our  representation  in  Congress  was  full  from  every 
State,  and  that  it  was  formed  of  the  first  abilities  among 
us.  Whether  we  continue  to  prosecute  the  war  or 
proceed  to  negotiate,  the  wisdoni  of  America  in  coun- 
cil cannot  be  too  great.  Our  situation  will  be  truly 
delicate.  To  enter  into  a  negotiation  too  hastily,  or 
to  reject  it  altogether,  may  be  attended  with  conse- 
quences equally  fatal.  The  wishes  of  the  people,  sel- 
dom founded  on  deep  disquisitions,  or  resulting  from 
other  reasonings  than  their  present  feelings,  may  not 
entirely  accord  with  our  true  policy  and  interest.  If 
they  do  not,  to  observe  a  proper  line  of  conduct  for 
promoting  the  one,  and  avoiding  offence  to  the  other, 
will  be  a  work  of  great  difficulty. 

Nothing  short  of  independence,  it  appears  to  me, 
can  possibly  do.  A  peace  on  other  terms  would,  if  I 
may  be  allowed  the  expression,  be  a  peace  of  war. 
The  injuries  we  have  received  from  the  British  nation 
were  so  unprovoked,  and  have  been  so  great  and  so 
many,  that  they  can  never  be  forgotten.  Besides  the 
feuds,  the  jealousies,  the  animosities,  that  would  ever 
attend  a  union  with  them;  besides  the  importance,  the 
advantages,  which  we  should  derive  from  an  unrestrict- 
ed commerce ;  our  fidelity  as  a  people,  our  gratitude, 
our  character  as  men,  are  opposed  to  a  coalition  with 
them  as  subjects,  but  in  case  of  the  last  extremity. 
Were  we  easily  to  accede  to  terms  of  dependence,  no 
nation,  upon  future  occasions,  let  the  oppressions  of 
Britain  be  ever  so  flagrant  and  unjust,  would  interpose 
for  our  relief;  or,  at  most,  they  would  do  it  with  a 
cautious  reluctance,  and  upon  conditions  most  probably 
that  would  be  hard,  if  not  dishonorable  to  us.  France, 
by  her  supplies,  has  saved  us  from  the  yoke  thus  far; 
and  a  wise  and  virtuous  perseverance  would,  and  J 
trust  will,  free  us  entirely. 
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I  have  sent  to  Congress  Lord  North's  speech,  and 
the  two  bills  offered  by  him  to  Parliament.  They  are 
spreading  fast  through  the  country,  and  will  soon  be- 
come a  subject  of  general  notoriety.  I  therefore  think 
they  had  best  be  published  in  our  papers,  and  per- 
sons of  leisure  and  ability  set  to  work  to  counteract 
the  impressions  they  may  make  on  the  minds  of  the 
people. 

Before  I  conclude,  there  are  one  or  two  points  more, 
upon  which  I  will  add  an  observation  or  two.  The 
first  is,  the  indecision  of  Congress  and  the  delay  used 
in  coming  to  determinations  on  matters  referred  to 
them.  This  is  productive  of  a  variety  of  inconvenien- 
ces ;  and  an  early  decision,  in  many  cases,  though  it 
should  be  against  the  measure  submitted,  would  be 
attended  with  less  pernicious  effects.  Some  new  plan 
might  then  be  tried ;  but,  while  the  matter  is  held  in 
suspense,  nothing  can  be  attempted.  The  other  point 
is,  the  Jealousy,  which  Congress  unhappily  entertain  of 
the  army,  and  which,  if  reports  are  right,  some  mem- 
bers labor  to  establish.  You  may  be  assured,  there 
is  nothing  more  injurious,  or  more  unfounded.  This 
jealousy  stands  upon  the  commonly  received  opin- 
ion, which  under  proper  limitations  is  certainly  true, 
that  standing  armies  are  dangerous  to  a  State.  The 
prejudices  in  other  countries  have  only  gone  to  them 
in  time  of  peace,  and  these  from  their  not  having  in 
general  cases  any  of  the  ties'  the  concerns,  or  interests 
of  citizens,  or  any  other  dependence,  than  what  flowed 
from  their  military  employ ;  in  short,  from  their  being 
mercenaries,  hirelings.  It  is  our  policy  to  be  preju- 
diced against  them  in  time  of  tear;  though  they  are 
citizens,  having  all  the  ties  and  interests  of  citizens, 
and  in  most  cases  property  totally  unconnected  with 
the  military  line. 
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If  we  would  pursue  a  right  system  of  policy,  in  my 
opiniqn,  there  should  be  none  of  these  distinctions. 
We  should  all,  Congress  and  army,  be  considered  as 
one  people,  embarked  in  one  cause,  in  one  interest ; 
acting  on  the  same  principle,  and  to  the  same  end. 
The  distinction,  the  jealousies  set  up,  or  perhaps  only 
incautiously  let  out,  can  answer  not  a  single  good  pur- 
pose. They  are  impolitic  in  the  extreme.  Among 
individuals  the  most  certain  way  to  make  a  man  your 
enemy  is  to  tell  him  you  esteem  him  such.  So  with 
pubho  bodies ;  and  the  very  jealousy,  which  the  narrow 
politics  of  some  may  affect  to  entertain  of  the  army, 
in  order  to  a  due  subordination  to  the  supreme  civil 
authority,  is  a  liliely  means  to  produce  a  contrary 
effect ;  to  incline  it  to  the  pursuit  of  those  measures, 
which  they  may  wish  it  to  avoid.  It  is  unjust,  because 
no  order  of  men  in  the  Thirteen  States  has  paid  a 
more  sacred  regard  to  the  proceedings  of  Congress 
than  the  army ;  for  without  arrogance  or  the  smallest 
deviation  from  truth  it  may  be  said,  that  no  history  now 
extant  can  furnish  an  instance  of  an  army's  suffering 
such  uncommon  hardships  as  ours  has  done,  and 
bearing  them  with  the  same  patience  and  fortitude. 
To  see  men,  without  clothes  to  cover  their  nakedness, 
without  blankets  to  lie  on,  without  shoes  (for  the  want 
of  which  their  marches  might  be  traced  by  the  blood 
from  their  feet),  and  'almost  as  often  without  provisions 
as  with  them,  marching  through  the  frost  and  snow, 
and  at  Christmas  taking  up  their  winter-quarters  with- 
m  a  day's  march  of  the  enemy,  without  a  house  or  hut 
to  cover  them,  till  they  could  be  built,  and  submitting 
without  a  murmur,  is  a  proof  of  patience  and  obedience, 
which  in  my  opinion  can  scarce  be  paralleled. 

There  may  have  been  some  remonstrances  or  appli- 
cations to  Congress,  in  the  style  of  complaint,  from  the 

VOL.  V.  42  B  B  « 
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army,  (and  slaves  indeed  should  we  be,  ii"  this  pnvilege 
were  denied,)  on  account  of  their  proceedings  in  par- 
ticular instances ;  but  these  wID  not  authorize  nor  even 
excuse  a  jealousy,  that  they  are  therefore  aiming  at 
unreasonable  powers,  or  making  strides  dangerous  or 
subversive  of  civil  authority.  Things  should  not  be 
viewed  in  that  hght,  more  especially  as  Congress  in 
some  cases  have  relieved  the  injuries  complained  of, 
which  had  flowed  from  their  own  acts. 

In  respect  to  the  volunteer  plan,  I  scarce  know  what 
opinion  to  give  at  this  time.  The  propriety  of  a  re- 
quisition on  this  head  wUl  depend  altogether  on  our 
operadons.  Such  kind  of  troops  should  not  be  called 
for,  but  upon  the  spur  of  the  occasion,  and  at  the 
moment  of  executing  an  enterprise.  They  will  not 
endure  a  long  service ;  and,  of  all  men  in  the  military 
line,  they  are  the  most  impatient  of  restraint  and  ne- 
cessary government. 

As  the  propositions  and  the  speech  of  Lord  North 
must  have  proceeded  from  despair  of  the  nation's  suc- 
ceeding against  us  ;  or  from  a  rupture  in  Europe,  that 
has  actually  happened,  or  certainly  will  happen ;  *  or 
from  some  deep  political  manceuvre ;  or  from  what  I 
think  still  more  liltely,  a  combination  of  the  whole, 
would  it  not  be  good  policy,  in  this  day  of  uncertainty 
and  distress  to  the  Tories,  to  avail  ourselves  of  the 

"  This  conjecture  was  well  founded.  There  is  no  room  to  doubt,  tliat, 
when  the  ConcUUUoiy  BUls  were  brought  before  Parliament  by  Lord 
North,  the  ministry  were  convinced  a  negotiation  was  pending  between 
the  French  court  and  the  American  commissioners.  During  the  debate 
(February  17th),  and  in  reply  to  Lord  North's  speech,  Mr.  Pox  affirmed, 
upon  information  on  whioh  reliance  might  be  placed,  that  a  ti'eaty  had 
already  been  signed ;  and  -when  the  question  was  pressed  by  Mr.  Gren- 
Tille  upon  Lord  Nortii,  he  answered,  "  that  he  could  not  say  from  au- 
thority that  the  treaty  alluded  to  was  signed;  that,  indeed,  it  was  possible, 
nay  too  probable,  hut  not  authenticated  by  the  ambassador."  —  Almon's 
Parliamentary  Register,  Vol.  VIII.  pp.  386,  389. 
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occasion,  and  for  the  several  States  to  hold  out  pardon 
to  all  delinquents  returning  by  a  certain  day  1  *  They 
are  frightened,  and  this  is  the  time  to  operate  upon 
them.  After  a  short  consideration  of  the  matter,  it 
appears  to  me,  that  such  a  measure  would  detach  the 
Tories  from  the  enemy,  and  bring  things  to  a  much 
speedier  conclusion,  and  of  course  be  a  means  of  sav- 
ing much  pubhc  treasure. 

I  trust  you  will  excuse,  not  only  the  length  of  my 
letter,  but  the  freedom  with  which  I  have  deUvered 
my  sentiments.  The  subjects  struck  me  as  important 
and  interesdng,  and  I  have  only  to  wish,  that  they 
may  appear  to  you  in  the  same  light. 

I  am,  dear  Sir,  with  great  regard,  &.c. 


TO    GOVERNOR  LIVINGSTON. 

^  _  Head-Quartei-s,  23  April,  1778. 

Dear  Sir, 

Enclosed  I  transmit  to  you  a  Philadelphia  paper,  con- 
taining the  drafts  of  two  bills,  introduced  into  Parlia- 
ment by  Lord  North,  and  his  speech  upon  the  occasion. 
Their  authenticity  is  not  quesdoned  in  Philadelphia ; 
and  I  have  not  the  smallest  doubt,  but  there  will  be 
some  overtures  made  to  us  similar,  or  nearly  so,  to  the 
propositions  held  forth  in  the  drafts.  You  will  see  that 
their  aim  is,  under  olfers  of  peace,  to  divide  and  dis- 
unite us  ;  and,  unless  their  views  are  early  investigated 
and  exposed  in  a  striking  manner  and  in  various  shapes 
by  able  pens,  I  fear  tbey  will  be  but  too  successful, 
and  that  they  will  give  a  very  unhappy  if  not  a  ruinous 
cast  to  our  affairs.     It  appears  to  me,  that  we  have 

*  Thia  measure  was  adopted  by  Congress,  two  daj-s  after  tlie  abovt 
letter  was  wriltea.  ~  Journals,  April  'HSd. 
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every  possible  motiye  to  urge  us  to  exertion.  If  they 
are  still  for  war,  of  which  there  can  be  no  doubt, 
since  they  are  straining  every  sinew  and  nerve  to  levy 
troops,  it  behoves  us  to  be  prepared.  If  for  peace, 
our  preparations  are  equally  essential,  as  they  will  en- 
able us  to  treat  with  honor  and  dignity.  There  are 
many  important  concessions  in  the  speech,  which  I 
hope  will  be  improved  to  our  advantage.  If  your 
leisure  will  possibly  permit,  I  should  be  happy  that  the 
whole  should  be  discussed  by  your  pen. 

i  am,  dear  Sir,  with  great  esteem  and  regard,  &c. 

P.  S.  After  I  had  closed  the  foregoing  letter,  and 
when  I  was  just  about  to  despatch  it  by  express,  I 
received  your  favors  of  the  17th  and  20th  instant,  with 
Governor  Tryon's  letters,  both  of  the  same  import 
I  send  you  a  copy.  The  enclosures  alluded  to  are 
the  drafts  of  the  two  bills.  Can  you  conceive  of  any 
thing  equal  to  the  shifts  and  stratagems  of  the  British 
ministry?  If  we  conduct  our  affairs  with  firmness 
and  wisdom,  we  must  do  well.  The  "Resolution," 
so  caDed  in  Towne's  paper,  must  be  an  arrant  forgery, 
as  I  never  had  the  least  intimation  of  it ;  and  to  sup- 
pose such  a  one  could  have  passed,  is  to  suppose 
almost  the  existence  of  an  impossibihty.  The  forgery 
is  calculated  for  the  most  wicked  purposes,  to  excite 
an  opposition  in  the  people  to  the  measures  for  drafting, 
and  to  render  them  ineffectual.  There  is  notliing  the 
enemy  wih  not  attempt,  to  carry  their  ends.* 

*  A  forgod  article,  purporting  to  be  two  resolves  of  Congress,  had 
been  publisiied  by  tlie  British,  ivith  all  the  formalities  of  pkce^  date,  and 
the  signatures  of  the  president  and  secretary,  the  object  of  which  was 
to  foment  discontents  in  the  American  army  and  prevent  enlistments. 
The  article  declared  in  substance,  that,  whereas  the  mode  adopted  by 
many  of  the  States  for  flUbg  up  their  quotas,  by  enlistment  and  drafts 
for  six  and  nine  months,  was  found  to  produce  constant  fluctuation  in 
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The  only  proceedings  of  Congress,  for  drafting,  that 
I  have  seen,  were  passed  on  the  26th  of  February, 
and  are  a  recommendation  to  the  several  States,  "to 
fill  up  their  respective  regiments  by  drafts  from  the 
militia,  to  serve  nine  months  after  they  appear  at  the 
places  appointed  for  their  rendezvous,  dischargeable 
before  the  end  of  that  period,  in  proportion  as  recruits, 
enlisted  for  three  years  or  during  the  war,  may  join 
the  regiments  in  which  they  are."  What  a  contrast 
between  these  proceedings  and  the  forgery !  I  shaU 
transmit  the  paper  to  Congress  immediatelj',  that  they 
may  pursue  proper  steps  for  counteracting  this  wicked 
publication. 


TO   MAJOR-GENEKAL   MCDOUGALL. 

Valley  Forge,  39  April,  1778. 
Dear  Sir, 
I  am  perfectly  satisfied  with  your  delay  of  the  enter- 
prise proposed  by  you,  as  I  am  certain  it  has  been 
founded  upon  substantial  reasons.  Congress  having, 
by  theu-  resolve  of  the  15th  instant,  directed  General 
Gates  to  resume  the  command  of  the  northern  de- 
partment, and  to  repair  forthwith  to  Fishldll  for  that 
purpose,  I  imagine  he  will  proceed  immediately  thither. 
Upon  his  arrival  there,  I  must  desire  you  to  return  to 

(he  numbers  of  the  ai-my  and  want  of  discipline,  it  was  resolved  tliat  all 
the  troops  then  in  tho  army,  and  such  as  must  afterwards  he  enlisted 
or  drafted,  should  be  deemed  troops  of  the  United  States  during  the 
war,  and  that  General  Washington  and  other  commtinding-  officers  were 
required  to  apprehend  and  punish  as  deserters  all,  who  should  leave  the 
army  under  pi-etence  of  their  terms  of  service  being  expired.  These  spu- 
rious resolves  were  dated  February  20th.  They  may  be  found  in  Hugh 
Gaine's  Mvi  York  GazdU,  of  the  9th  of  March. 
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this  army  and  take  the  command  of  your  division.*  As 
Colonel  'Radi^re  and  Colonel  Kosciuszko  will  never 
agree,  I  think  it  will  be  best  to  order  Radiere  to  re- 
turn, especially  as  you  say  Kosciuszko  is  better  adapted 
to  the  genius  and  temper  of  the  people. 

It  is  painful  to  reflect  upon  the  number  of  valuable 
officers,  who  have  been  obliged  to  quit  the  service  on 
account  of  the  disproportion  between  their  pay  and 
every  necessary  of  life.  I  do  not  yet  know  what  Con- 
gress will  determine,  as  to  the  new  arrangement  and 
provision  for  the  army ;  but  if  the  genUemen  mentioned 
by  you  are  such  as  will  be  an  acquisition  to  the  ser- 
vice, I  would  wish  you  to  endeavour  to  persuade  them 
to  remain  until  they  see  what  Congress  wOl  do.  If 
they  cannot  be  prevailed  upon  to  wait  dll  that  time, 
you  wiU  see  that  they  are  not  indebted  to  their  regi- 
ments or  to  the  public,  and  give  them  discharges. 
I  am,  &c. 


TO   MAJOR-GENERAL   CHARLES   LEE. 

Viilley  Porge,  23  April,  1776. 

Dear  Sir, 
Mr.  Boudinot,  at  Commissary  Loring's  request,  met 
him    at   Germantown  yesterday ;   from  whence   he  is 

Ob  pp      t  d  to  this  command,  General  Gates  was  invested 

w  tl  t  na  p  rs  f  ompleting  the  works  on  the  Noith  River,  and 
w  tl  d  t      a   3         opeiations  against  the  enemy  if  any  fa vor- 

nbl  pp  rt  ty  h  uld  ff  r "  For  effecting  these  purposes,  he  could 
cUf  th  rtiie  ad  niihtia  of  the  Stats  of  Hew  York  and  the 
east  n  St  t  It  was  nj  med  upon  him,  however,  in  his  instructions, 
'  t  t  nd  tal  any  p  dition  against  New  York,  without  previously 
c  ns  It  tl  C  mm  d  n-chief"  The  instructions  were  drawn  up 
by        mm  tt       i  C  n  of  which  Gouvemeur  Morris  was  chairman ; 

HI  d        tl  n  t    h        heen  used  to  guard  against  a  revival  of  the 

d  &     It  h    h  1    (1  tly  tln-eatened  tJie  peace  of  the  army,  if  not 

t!        t  ty    f  th  t ; 
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just  returned,  after  having  agreed  on  a  final  exchange 
of  yourself  and  other  officers,  with  that  gentleman. 
That  delay  may  not  produce  danger,  I  shall  send  in  a 
flag  to-niorrow  for  your  parole ;  and,  when  obtained, 
I  shall  most  cordially  and  sincerely  congratulate  you 
on  your  restoration  to  your  country  and  to  the  ai-my. 
I  could  not  however  refrain,  till  the  happy  event  should 
talce  place,  from  rejoicing  with  you  on  the  probability 
of  it,  nor  from  expressing  my  wish  of  seeing  you  in 
camp,  as  soon  as  you  can  possibly  make  it  convenient 
to  yourself,  after  jou  are  perfectly  -at  liberty  to  take  an 
active  part  with  us ;  of  which  I  shall  not  delay  giving 
you  the  earliest  notice.  I  have  received  your  favor  of 
the  I3th  instant  from  Yorktown.  The  contents  shall  be 
the  subject  of  conversation,  when  I  have  the  pleasure 
of  seeing  you  in  circumstances  to  mount  your  hobby- 
horse, which  will  not,  I  hope,  on  trial  be  found  quite 
so  hmping  a  jade,  as  the  one  on  which  you  set  out 
for  York.     I  am,  &.C.* 


*  General  Lee  had  written ;  —  "  I  have  reason  to  liope,  that  Congreaa 
will  unembarrasH  the  negoliation  of  tlie  conimissioners,  with  respect  to 
a  general  exchange  of  prisoners,  of  all  matters  which  I  myself  think 
foreign  to  the  purpose,  and  that  I  shall  soon  be  at  liberty  to  take  an 
active  part ;  but  I  coiild  wish  that  they  would  be  a  little  more  expeditious, 
I  perhaps  ought  to  make  an  apology  lo  you  for  a  liberty  I  have  taken; 
but  if  it  ia  regarded  in  a  proper  point  of  view,  I  am  in  hopes  it  can 
neither  be  considered  a  step  of  indelicacy  towards  you,  nor  by  General 
Howe  as  any  violation  of  the  parole  I  have  given. 

"  You  muat  know,  that  it  has  long  been  tlie  object  of  my  studies 
how  to  form  an  army  in  tho  most  simple  manner  possible.  I  once 
wrote  a  treatise,  though  I  did  not  publish  it,  for  the  use  of  the  militia 
of  England,  By  reading  Machiavei's  InsttiuHons,  and  Marshal  Sase,  I 
have  taken  it  into  my  head,  that  I  understand  it  better  tlian  almost  any 
man  living.  In  short,  I  am  mounting  on  a  hobby-horse  of  my  own  ta'ain- 
ing,  and  it  runs  away  with  me.  Indeed  I  am  so  infatuated  with  it, 
that  I  cannot  forbear  boasting  its  excellences  on  all  occasions  to  friends 
and  enemies.  You  must  excuse  me,  therefore,  if  I  could  not  forbear 
recommending  tho  beast  to  some  members  of  Congress,"  —  MS.  Ldter, 
^pril  13th. 
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TO   THE   PBESIDEiS'T   OF   COJfGIlESS. 

Valley  Forge,  23  April,  1778. 
SiK, 

I  talie  the  liberty  to  transmit  to  you  a  letter,  which 
I  received  yesterday  from  Governor  Tryon,  enclosing 
the  drafts  of  the  two  bills  I  forwarded  before,  with  his 
certificate  of  the  manner  in  which  they  came  to  his 
hands,  accompanied  by  his  more  extraordinary  and 
impertinent  request,  that,  through  my  means,  the  con- 
tents should  be  communicated  to  the  officers  and  men 
of  this  army.  This  engine  of  the  ministry,  from  Gov- 
ernor Livingston's  account,  is  very  industriously  circu- 
lating copies  of  these  drafts,  in  obedience  to  their  and 
his  royal  master's  mandates.  The  letter  which  I  en- 
close, and  a  triplicate,  came  to  hand  at  one  time ;  some 
future  conveyance,  it  is  probable,  will  present  to  me 
the  duplicate. 

I  would  also  take  the  liberty  to  enclose  to  you  the 
"Evening  Post,"  No.  475,  which  Governor  Livingston 
was  so  obliging  as  to  send  to  me  yesterday.  Were 
we  not  fully  satisfied,  from  our  experience,  that  there 
are  no  artifices,  no  measures  too  black  or  wicked  for 
the  enemy  or  their  adherents  to  attempt,  in  order  to 
promote  their  views,  we  might  be  astonished  at  the 
daring  confidence,  in  defiance  of  the  opinion  of  the 
world,  manifested  in  a  publicadon  in  this  paper,  pur- 
porting to  be  a  resolution  of  Congress,  of  the  20th  of 
February.  This  proceeding  is  infamous  to  the  last 
degree,  and  calculated  to  produce  the  most  baneful 
consequences  by  exciting  an  opposition  in  the  people 
to  our  drafting  system,  and  embarrassing  at  least  the 
only  probable  mode  now  left  us  for  raising  men.  I 
think  it  of  great  importance,  that  the  forgery  should  be 
announced    in   the   most  public  manner,   and  am  the 
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more  induced  to  this  opinion  from  Governor  Living- 
ston's account  of  the  disagreeable  operation  it  has  had, 
and  is  liltely  to  produce,  if  not  contradicted.  If  it  is, 
and  with  a  few  strictures,  I  should  hope  that  it  will 
excite  in  the  breasts  of  all  our  countrymen  a  just  and 
generous  contempt  of  the  enemy  for  such  a  dirty, 
wicked  proceeding. 

I  was  last  night  honored  with  your  favor  of  the  18th 
instant,  with  the  proceedings  alluded  to.  A  general 
plan  of  operations  for  the  campaign  is  indispensably 
essential  to  be  setded.  I  have  thought  much  upon 
the  subject ;  and  some  propositions  respecting  it  were 
put  into  the  hands  of  ail  the  general  officers  here  on 
Tuesday  evening  for  their  consideration.  I  also  in- 
tended to  send  a  messenger  this  day  to  meet  General 
Gates,  supposing  him  to  be  on  his  way  to  Hudson's 
River,  and  to  request  his  call  at  this  camp,  that  we 
might  enter  into  a  full  and  free  discussion  of  the  point. 
There  is  not  a  moment  to  be  delayed  in  forming  some 
general  system,  in  my  opinion;  and  I  only  wait  the 
arrival  of  Generals  Gates  and  Miffiin  to  summon  a 
council  for  the  purpose.    I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c. 

P.  S.  It  is  confidently  reported,  and  I  have  litde 
doubt  of  the  truth  of  it,  that  Sir  William  Howe  is  re- 
called, and  that  General  Clinton  is  to  succeed  him  in 
the  command.*  I  have  also  the  pleasure  to  transmit 
a  fist  of  sundry  officers  exchanged  on  the  21st  instant. 

*  Lord  George  Germain's  letter  to  General  Howe,  signifying  },is 
Majesty's  acquiescence  in  his  request  to  bo  relieved  from  the  command, 
was  dated  February  4tb.  He  was  directed  at  the  same  time  to  deliyor 
up  his  orders  and  instructions  to  Sir  Henry  Clinton  as  his  successor. 
The  letter  was  received  by  Sir  William  Howe  on  the  9th  of  Aprd. 
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TO   MAJOE-GENERAL   GATES. 

Head-Q,uarters,  Valley  Forge,  24  April,  1778. 

Sis, 
It  being  indispensably  necessary,  that  some  general 
plan  of  operation  should  be  settJed  for  the  present 
campaign,  and  perceiving  that  Congress  have  been 
pleased  to  appoint  you  to  command  on  the  North 
River,  I  am  to  request,  if  you  should  not  find  it  too 
inconvenient,  that  you  will  make  a  digression  from 
your  route  thither,  and  favor  me  with  a  call  at  this 
camp,  that  we  may  enter  upon  a  discussion  of  the 
point,  and  form  some  general  system.  The  propriety 
of  this  measure,  particularly  at  this  advanced  period, 
will  be  so  obvious  to  you,  that  it  is  unnecessary  to 
add  upon  the  subject. 

I  am,  Sir,  your  most  obedient  servant.* 


TO    GOUVERKEUR   MORRIS,   IX   CONGRESS. 

Valley  Foi'ge,  25  April,  1778. 

Dear  Sir, 
I  received  your  obliging  favor  of  the  18th  instant 
yesterday  evening.  I  thank  you  much  for  the  explan- 
atory hints  it  cont^ns,  and  could  have  wished  it  had 
come  to  hand  a  little  sooner.  I  have  many  things  to 
say  to  you,  but  as  the  express,  who  will  deliver  you 
this,  is  going  with  despatches,  which  will  not  admit 
of  delay,  I  shall  content  myself  with  taking  notice  of 
one  matter,  that  appears  to  me  to  require  immediate 
remedy.t 

*  A  similar  invitation  was  sent  to  General  MiiHin. 
f  From  Gouvcrmvr  JUorrts's  ieHer.  —  "  We  have  determined  to  aend 
Gatea  to  Hudson's  liiver,  where  he  ia  to  command  very  largely.    But 
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The  resolution  of  Congress  directs  the  council  to  be 
formed  of  major-generals  and  the  chief  engineer,  who, 
you  say,  is  to  be  a  member  officially.  By  this  the  com- 
manding officer  of  artillery  is  negatively  excluded,  who, 
by  the  practice  of  armies,  and  irom  the  very  nature  of 
his  appointment,  is  more  officially  a  member  than  the 
other.  According  to  my  ideas,  both  or  neither  ought 
to  be  there ;  or,  if  an  official  preference  is  due  to  one 
more  than  the  other,  it  is  to  the  commander  in  the  artil- 
lery line.  I  do  not  know  what  motives  induced  the 
discrimination  in  this  instance ;  but  I  should  suppose 
it  will  at  least  be  felt ;  and  I  will  further  add,  though 
prejudices  may  be  entertained  by  some  against  General 
Knox,  there  is  no  department  in  the  army,  that  has 
been  conducted  with  greater  propriety,  or  to  more 
advantage,  than  the  one  in  which  he  presides,  owing 
principally  if  not  wholly  to  his  management.  Surely 
whatever  plans  may  be  come  into,  the  artillery  will 
have  no  small  share  in  the  execution. 

You  say,  Jill  will  yet  he  -well.  I  wish  it  heartily  ;  but 
I  am  much  mistaken,  if  there  are  not  some  secret  and 
retrograde  springs  in  motion  to  disprove  it.  I  wish 
you  could  announce  the  provision  for  officers  concluded. 
It  seems  to  me  the  basis  of  all  our  operations.  Re- 
he  is  to  receive  instructions,  whicli  shall  be  proper.  You  ai-e  directed 
to  call  a  council  of  major-geiierals,  in  which  the  chief  engineer  is  (jgicialli/ 
to  be  a  membev,  and  to  which,  by  a  subsequent  resolution,  Generals 
Gates  and  Mifflin  were  ordered  to  repair.  As  these  gentlemen  ought 
not  to  receive  orders  immtdiateh/  from  Congress,  they  are,  as  you  will 
see,  permitted  to  leave  the  Board  of  War  upon  your  order.  This  amend- 
vunt  was  therefore  acquiesced  in  unKiimously. 

"  Apropos,  of  your  council  of  war.  Should  you  determine  on  any  thing, 
which,  considering  the  course  of  human  affairs,  is,  1  confess,  rather  im- 
probable, let  Congress  know  nothing  about  it.  A  secret  should  never 
be  trusted  to  many  bosoms.  I  will  forfeit  any  thing,  except  reputation, 
that  it  will  not  be  well  liept,  even  by  those  necessarily  confided  in."  — 
^piil  IStk.  See  the  whole  letter  in  Sparks's  Life  of  Gouvirncur  Mori-ig, 
Vol.  I.  p.  164. 
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signation    after  resignation  is   taking  place ;  not  here 
only,  but  of  officers  acting  east  of  Hudson's  River. 
I  am,  with  gre&t  esteem  and  regard,  dear  Sir,  &.c.* 


TO   THE   PRESIDENT   OF   CONGRESS. 

Valley  Forge,  25  Apiil,  1778. 
Sir, 
I  beg  leave  to  inform  Congress,  that  the  report  of 
the  commissioners  commg,  according  to  intelligence 
received  yesterday  by  a  person  of  Philadelphia,  is  con- 
fidently believed ;  and  it  is  there  thought,  that  they  will 
very  soon  arrive,  f  I  think  it  almost  certain  that  the 
matter  will  not  be  delayed,  as  the  conduct  of  ministry, 
in  not  sending  them  immediately  after  their  former 
propositions,  has  been  much  reprobated,  and  as  it  may 
be  of  much  importance  to  improve  the  first  impres- 
sions of  the  people  upon  the  occasion.     Lord  Amherst, 

M    M  rr     wi  t  ply   —    K         will    tt     d  tl     C  \      < 

w  r  h  ddh  gthb  ptdTlffra 

f  th        mj  nlj   d  1  y  d  by  th     f  ff         wl     h  1 

bl.  p  Atthhlfpjmtt         tdth  Thqs- 

t         hb  rrdbtbj  hj  (hmtth 

g  t,tlit       filq      tj        hllbpt,      hth       tbfillyd 

t    m     d       C    gr  ss  t  t    tl  1  St  t        V.I  t 

d    f     th    p  rpos     tl     y  II  b    M        h      Its  EJ   d    I  1    d 

C  tt,J        J        dStlCailii        tl  ywllbN        Ik 

Mjld,Vg  dGg        P        yl  mhtyfly 

tt  thtl)jt,h        gdd  htyflmyp  tt 

IhBdt  h  Dl  btwh  th  is 

NtlCl  1       btNyHph  btwhis  t 

iiB."—MS.  Lettei;  May  1st. 

When  the  question  was  put,  two  weeka  afterwards,  whether  the  subject 
of  making  allowance  to  Ihe  officers  after  the  war  should  be  referred  to 
the  several  States,  it  was  decided  in  the  negative,  by  a  vote  which  ac- 
corded exactly  with  Mr.  Morris's  prediction.  —  Journds,  May  Vith. 

f  Commissioners  for  effecting  a  reconciliation  with  the  Americans,  ne- 
cording  to  the  tenor  of  Lord  North's  bills  for  that  purpose. 
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Admiral  Keppel,  and  General  Murray,  are  said  to  be 
the  persons  appointed;*  and  it  is  likely  they  are  vested 
with  both  civil  and  military  powers.  The  information 
was  through  the  channel  of  a  sensible,  intelligent  man, 
well  known,  and  of  esteemed  credit.  He  is  connected 
with  the  British  army,  having  two  or  three  brothers  in 
it.  I  shall  transmit  the  earliest  accounts  I  receive  from 
time  to  time  on  this  very  interesting  subject. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &.c.t 


TO   GOVERNOR   LIVIKGSTOH'. 

Valley  Forge,  9(5  April,  1778. 

Sir, 
Your  reasoning,  upon  the  subject  of  deserters  at- 
tending flags,  is  certainly  right,  and  not  to  be  disputed. 
Their  appearing  in  that  character  is  an  additional  crime, 
and  it  is  the  practice  of  war,  in  such  instances,  founded 

*  This  information,  in  regard  to  the  names  of  the  commissioners,  proved 


t  The  expectations  of  the  British  ministry,  in  regard   to  what  they 

called  the  Conciliatory  Propositions,  may  he  inferred  from  Lord  George 

dm         1  tt  th        bj     1 1    S    H      y  CI    t  h   h  he  eays ; 

If  th  t  b    t        wh  h  h     h        rep    t  dly  d    ]      d  h    il  e  colonial 

mhl  d         till  as      t  d  by  m        p  r^         wh    p    t     d  to  be  well 

f  m  d    f  th    d  po  t  f  th       h  h  t    ta  th  t  th    g         lity  of  the 

pe  pl     d  tl         m         th  f  11         ir  ty  f      th         j  ymcnt  of 

11  th  ghta       d  ]  b  rt  d      th     Bnt  1  tit  t        th  re  can  be 

mfdbttltti      g  tm        will      tt    fhem  wiU 

b     gl  dly       b        d        d  th  t  g  ti  ti  11    mm  di  t  ly  t  ke  place 

Ptl  Ifth  niiBsandh  fd  d  before 

tb  11     dm  t    f  m  1 1         p  rat  f       p        d    tl     necessity 

f        th        ampaa  S      p     dy       d  h  ppy       t    m      t  f  tho  war 

Id      t  f  il  t    g    t  fy  U      Ki  th     p  1      p     ty      nd  Jiappi- 

f    11  h        bj    t    h  b        h  t     d    t       h"  —  MS. 

LeII       JfTii}  U   M     ft  6(ft 

Inst      t         w  t  th         m     t  m      m    t  d    th  t         case  the 

tt     pt    t  1    t        d  d       t  d    th  as  t     be  proso- 

t  d       ti  and      pi       f      th  p    <rn  g       t  d.     Five 
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on  the  principles  of  common  reason  and  the  dehcacy 
of  truces,  to  execute  them  immediately.  This  is  the 
custom  in  general  cases.  How  far  the  circumstances, 
which  attended  the  enlistment  of  Job  Hetfield,  require 
a  discrimination  in  his  favor,  is  a  point  perhaps  of  some 
difficulty.  I  find,  by  inquiry  of  General  Maxwell,  that 
he  was  enlisted  and  sworn ;  but  yet  that  there  was  a 
sort  of  coercion,  which  might  distinguish  it  from  an  act 
perfectly  free  and  voluntary.  Upon  the  whole,  I  think 
his  detention  and  confinement  justifiable,  which  I  would 
prefer  to  capital  punishment.  At  the  same  time,  you 
will  permit  me  to  observe,  that,  from  the  expediency 
of  flags,  and  the  necessity  of  such  an  intercourse  be- 
tween warring  powers,  it  is  the  constant  usage  for  the 
party  detaining,  or  executing,  to  inform  the  other  side 
of  the  reasons. 

I  have  taken  the  freedom  to  commit  to  your  care 
a  letter  for  Major-General  Tryon,  which  you  will  be 
pleased  to  send  by  a  flag  to  Staten  Island,  or  to  such 
other  post  as  you  may  deem  most  proper.  I  transmit 
to  you  a  copy  of  our  correspondence,  which  on  his 
part  is  pretty  similar,  it  is  probable,  to  his  addresses 
to  your  officers.  Determined  that  I  should  get  some 
of  his  obliging  letters,  he  made  out  a  first,  a  second, 
and  a  thu-d,  all  of  the  game  tenor  and  date.  I  am 
persuaded  you  wOl  be  under  some  difficulty,  which  to 
admire  most,  his  impertinence  or  his  folly. 

I  am,  dear  Sir,  &.c. 

d  J  ft      th  b        1  tt      w            tt        tl      r        h        T)        d           d 

k     w  t    tl  B   t   1       b      t    th  t       t      tj   J    d   I              .m  d  1)  t 

f     F  )  t      d  th                            f  m  th    U    t  a  St  t 

Tl  t      ti  t     8      H      y  C]    t                  th                 t   lly     It      d 

Th  ft  d       tpbbltitthBtih    imist        h  d      t  p 

t       I  Id  fth             t         f  th    tr     ty  b  f        t  was      mm          Id 

by  tl  r       I  mb       d       1th      h  th  y      d      t  dly  h  d  t 
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TO   MAJOR-GENERAL   WILLIAM   TBYOS. 

Head-Quarters,  Valley  Poi-gc,  96  April,  1778. 

Sir, 
Your  letter  of  the  17th,  and  a  triplicate  of  the  same, 
were  duly  received.  I  had  had  the  pleasure  of  seeing 
the  drafts  of  the  two  bills,  before  those  which  were  sent 
by  you  came  to  hand ;  and  I  can  assure  you  they 
were  suffered  to  have  a  free  cuiTency  among  the  offi- 
cers and  men  under  my  command,  in  whose  fideUty 
to  the  United  States  I  have  the  most  perfect  confi- 
dence. The  enclosed  Gazette,  published  the  24th  at 
Yorlttown,  will  show  you,  that  it  is  the  wish  of  Con- 
gress, that  they  should  have  an  unrestrained  circula- 
tion.* 

I  take  the  liberty  to  transmit  to  you  a  few  printed 
copies  of  a  resoludon  of  Congress  of  the  23d  instant, 
and  to  request  that  you  will  be  instrumental  in  com- 
municadng  its  contents,  so  far  as  it  may  be  in  your 
power,  to  the  persons  who  are  the  objects  of  its  opera- 
tion. The  benevolent  purpose  it  is  intended  to  answer 
will,  I  persuade  myself,  sufficiently  recommend  it  to 
your  candor.     I  am,  Sir,  &c.  f 


Th     bll 

p  blj  1   d  by      d       f  C                 Tl         et  with  » 

dff       tft         Rhd    11     i            d       t    G         !      11        ^account, 

wl     tl              m 

"    t  ^       d               W    i            tl            w  in  this 

q      t         I         y 

tmg  t    0         1  W     1    gt                  th  t  General 

P  g  t  pol  t  I        q 

tdmtdp         1      hdbll       hhl  refused. 

I  dl         d  th  m 

t    tl      A         bly      I             1          tl    E     bile  I  was 

th 

t  b  1  w   th           mj    tl      p  p  1                    nd  burnt 

thm       d      Ih 

11           —  MS   Lett      M  fit 

f  Tl                f 

t    t    p      G              Ty         hid       tt    Ten 

1  \\  ash      t 

p         ftIC        htyBlJ         th          qt  that  ]  e 

w    Id         1  t    tl 

Th          1            1      d       th      b       1  tt         com 

dd  to  tl     1 

It            f  th                1  St  t             t     tl      e     cutre 

ti     ty     f       1 

^tat     p                 tl      p           t    iss      p     lamatona 

ff         p   d 

a            t         pfidlmtb             d        ttinsto 

h    f  th      rnh  b  ta  ta          bj    ts  as  h  d  1       d  w                t  any  of 
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TO   THE   PRESIDENT   OP   CONGRESS. 

Valley  Forge,  27  April,  1778. 

Sir, 

I  had  the  honor  yesterday  aftertioon  to  receive  your 
letter  of  the  24th,  continued  to  the  25th,  with  its  im- 
portant enclosures.  Congress  will  be  pleased  to  accept 
my  sincere  thanks  for  the  fresh  instance  of  confidence 
manifested  in  their  resolution  of  the  23d,  and  other 
proceedings ;  and  they  may  rest  assured,  that  whatever 
powers  are  entrusted  to  me  shall  be  invariably  directed 
to  promote  the  interest  of  these  States.  If  in  any  case 
there  should  be  a  misapplication  or  a  failure  in  the 
execution,  it  will  be  the  effect  of  mistake  and  not  of 
design.  I  shall  take  measures  for  distributing  the  re- 
port of  the  committee  on  Lord  North's  bills,  and  the 
resolution  of  the  23d,  inviting  delinquents  to  return  to 
their  allegiance  and  to  the  protection  of  these  States.* 
This  proceeding  appears  to  me  founded  in  great  good 

11      iSt  t  li       li  t         d  d  b  tt  d  th  mj        d      h      1      Id 

n     d      tl    rto  1        t        y        1  ilit    y    ffi        in      y    f  th     *3t  t 

d     t       t   t!     Stat   t      h  1  th  y  b  I        d  b  f      th    lOlh   f  J 

Tl  1  gg    t  d  by       hi  t        G       ral  Wa.hi  gt         1  tt 

f  tl      21  t    f  Ap  il  t    M    B       t 

Th     d    ft    f  th     C       I    t    y  Bm         mm  t  d  t     C 

G         1  W    hi  gt        1  tt       f  tl     18th  f      d  t  111     t 

f  tl  t    g     f  G         m         BI  D    yt  d   D  TJ 

h  11    w  ff    d  d  as  by  th        mm  tt  Ij     d  i 

n  th  IS  p  It        d  d  th      gh    t       t  tally      d  q    t    t 

th        p    tat         f  th    Am  d         fT  d  lid  b        f 

hti        Thptp  gth  t        t-wil  d 

by  f    g  d  ;^     d  pt  d     It        t         th     d    1      t 

tl   t  th       U   t  d  St  t  t  It  th  p    p     ty  h  Id      y       f 

tr    ty  wiHi      ymmBB       rs         thptfGtBt  1        th\ 

El   1!  p   1  m     ry  th     to      tl       w  thd    w  th      fl    t       d 

1  pot  dp         tm        kldgth       dpd 

f  th        d  St  t  Tl  ff   tu  lly    1       g  th    d         ^       t  th 

ra  1    g  b  f       th  1     Th       p  rt  d  p  by 

f  P  It  i    bl    —  J         /      Jp  ;  J2J 
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policy  J  and  I  should  hope,  that  it  will  be  attended 
with  many  valuable  consequences ;  but  this  can  only 
be  proved  by  the  event. 

Though  I  wish  most  heartily  for  the  aid  of  General 
Lee  in  council  and  upon  every  other  occasion,  yet,  as 
the  time  of  his  return  is  uncertain,  or  at  least  it  will 
be  several  days  before  it  takes  place,  and  as  it  seems 
to  me,  that  there  is  not  a  moment  to  lose  in  forming 
some  general  system  for  our  operations,  I  should  think 
it  inexpedient  for  General  Gates  to  delay  coming  to 
camp  till  his  arrival.  After  a  plan  is  digested,  there 
will  be  a  great  deal  of  time  expended  before  things 
will  be  in  a  proper  train  for  execution.  The  season  is 
fast  advancing,  and  the  period,  which  may  be  most 
favorable  for  any  designs  we  may  form,  will  presently 
arrive.  I  have  written  to  Major- General  Tryon  a  few 
lines  in  answer  to  his  letter,  a  copy  of  which  is  en- 
closed.    I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c. 


TO   MAJOR-GENERAL   PUTNAM. 

Head-Quarters,  Valley  Forge,  29  April,  1778. 
Dear  Sir, 

I  am  pleased  to  hear,  that  your  prospect  of  procuring 
recruits  and  drafts  for  the  army  bore  a  more  favorable 
appearance,  than  when  you  wrote  before.  I  must  beg 
you  to  forward  on  all  those  for  the  regiments  at  this 
camp  as  fast  as  possible.  I  expect  in  a  few  days  a 
general  plan  of  operations  for  the  campaign  will  be 
settled  ;  if  one  similar  to  that  which  you  mention  should 
be  fixed  upon,  your  assistance  will  still  be  wanting  in 
Connecticut  to  arrange  and  forward  the  militia,  which 
we  shall  have  occasion  to  draw  from  that  State,  and 
therefore  I  wish  you  to  continue  there  till  you  hear 
from  me.     I  am,  dear  Sir,  &c. 

VOL.  V.  44 
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TO   MAJOR-GENERAL   HEATH. 

Valley  Forgs,  29  April,  1778. 

Dear  Sir, 

I  am  glad  to  hear  that  General  Burgoyiie  is  gone, 
and  I  wish  his  departure  had  been  much  earlier.  At  the 
time  of  his  capture,  he  certainly  must  have  entertained 
very  favorable  impressions  of  our  force,  and  perhaps  in 
point  of  good  policy  he  should  have  been  allowed  to 
depart,  before  they  were  in  the  smallest  degree  done 
away,  and  before  he  could  have  obtained  any  accurate 
ideas  of  our  affairs.  He  must  yet,  in  vindication  of  his 
conduct,  speak  largely  of  our  powers. 

It  is  astonishing  that  officers  will,  in  direct  violation 
of  the  resolution  of  Congress,  of  my  recruiting  instruc- 
tions, and  the  most  evident  principles  of  policy,  founded 
in  experience;  persevere  in  enlisting  deserters  from  the 
British  army.  Supposing  it  might  be  done  in  any  case, 
yet  there  is  every  possible  objection  to  the  measure 
in  the  instance  of  deserters  from  General  Burgoyne's 
army.  These  troops  did  not  originally  come  into  our 
hands  through  choice ;  they  were  conquered,  mid 
brought  into  our  possession  by  compulsion.  Those  ap- 
prehensions of  punishment,  in  case  of  return,  which 
may  operate  on  the  minds  o£  deserters,  they  feci  nothing 
of.  So  far  from  the  most  distant  chance  of  punish- 
ment, they  will  be  applauded  by  the  commanders  of 
the  British  army  for  their  fidehty  and  attachment  to 
their  prince,  and  their  enlistmg  with  us  will  be  con- 
sidered as  a  high  stroke  of  policy,  and  the  only  probable 
mode  they  could  adopt  to  effect  their  escape.  We  are 
counting  on  men,  who  cannot  be  confided  in,  and  who 
will  embrace  the  earliest  opportunity  to  leave  us  and 
strengthen  the  enemy,  at  the  expense  of  arms,  clothes, 
and  bounty  on  our  part. 
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But  very  few  if  any  of  those,  who  deserted  from 
General  Burgoyne,  and  who  came  on  with  the  two 
detachments  under  Lieutenant- Colonel  Smith,  now  re- 
main with  him;  they  are  gone.  In  like  manner,  a 
detachment  from  Colonel  Henley,  which  marched  from 
Boston  sixty  strong,  arrived  here  two  or  three  days 
ago  with  thirteen  men  only ;  and,  had  it  not  been  for 
a  detachment  of  New  Hampshire  troops,  it  is  highly 
probable,  that  not  one  of  them  would  have  been  seen. 
Thirty  of  the  sixty  are  now  in  Easton  jail,  having  form- 
ed a  plan  at  that  place  to  go  off  in  a  body.  The  rest, 
except  thirteen,  had  escaped  before.  If  we  would  wish 
to  reinforce  the  enemy  with  the  whole  of  Mr.  Bur- 
goyne's  army,  we  cannot  pursue  a  mode,  that  will  be 
more  effectual  or  more  certain,  than  to  enlist  it  into 
our  service ;  but  it  may  be  done  with  less  injury  by 
sending  them  the  men,  unarmed,  without  clothes,  and 
without  paying  them  an  exorbitant  bounty.  If  nothing 
else  will  restrain  officers  from  pursuing  such  a  per- 
nicious, ruinous  practice,  they  must  be  made  to  pay 
for  all  expenses  and  losses  occasioned  by  it.  Indeed 
there  is  nothing  that  can  compensate  for  the  injury. 
I  am,  dear  Sir,  &c. 


TO   THE   PRESIDENT   01"   CONGRKSS. 

Head-duarters,  30  April,  1778. 

Sir, 

The  extensive  ill  consequences,  arising  from  a  want 
of  uniformity  in  discipline  and  manceuvres  throughout 
the  army,  have  long  occasioned  me  to  wish  for  the 
establishment  of  a  well  organized  inspectorship ;  and 
the  concurrence  of  Congress  in  the  same  views  has 
induced  me   to  set  on  foot  a  temporary   institution. 
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which,  from  the  success  that  has  hitherto  attended  it, 
gives  me  the  most  flattering  expectations,  and  will,  I 
hope,  obtain  their  approbation. 

Baron  Steuben's  length  of  service  in  the  first  military 
school  in  Europe,  and  his  former  rank,  pointed  him 
out  as  a  person  peculiarly  quahfied  to  be  at  the  head 
of  this  department.  This  appeared  the  least  excep- 
tionable way  of  introducing  him  into  the  army,  and  one 
that  would  give  him  the  most  ready  opportunity  of 
displaying  his  talents.  I  therefore  proposed  to  him  to 
undertalie  the  office  of  inspector-general,  which  he 
agreed  to  with  the  greatest  cheerfulness,  and  has  per- 
formed the  duties  of  it  with  a  zeal  and  intelligence 
equal  to  our  wishes.  He  has  two  ranks  of  inspectors 
under  him ;  the  lowest  are  officers  charged  with  the 
inspecdon  of  brigades,  with  the  title  of  brigade-inspect- 
ors ;  the  others  superintend  several  of  these.  They 
have  written  instructions  relative  to  their  several  func- 
tions ;  and  the  manreuvres,  which  they  are  to  practise, 
are  illustrated  by  a  company,  which  the  Baron  has 
taken  the  pains  to  trtdn  himself. 

The  brigade-inspectors  were  chosen  by  the  brigadier 
and  commanding  officers  of  regiments  in  each  brigade. 
The  inspectors  are  Lieutenant- Colonels  Barber  of  Jer- 
sey, Brooks  of  Massachusetts,  Davis  of  Virginia,  and 
Monsieur  Teraant,  a  French  gentleman.  The  reason 
for  employing  him,  apart  from  his  intrinsic  merit  and 
abiUties,  was  his  possessing  the  French  and  English 
languages  equally,  which  made  him  a  necessary  assist- 
ant to  Baron  Steuben.  He  is  content  to  serve  without 
rank,  until,  after  an  experiment  of  his  abilities,  Congress 
shall  determine  what  he  is  entitled  to. 

Upon  the  arrival  of  Lieutenant- Colonel  Fleury  in 
camp,  as  he  was  unemployed,  and  had  exercised  the 
office  of  aid-major  in  France,  the  Baron  proposed  to 
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have  him  employed  as  an  inspector ;  in  which  I  readily 

acquiesced,  as  Congress  had  given  him  the  rank  and 
pay  of  lieutenant-colonel.  There  may  be  other  foreign 
officers  in  Continental  pay,  idle  for  want  of  being  at- 
tached to  some  corps,  of  whose  services  we  might  avail 
ourselves  in  this  way,  which  is  the  only  method  of  dis- 
posing of  them,  unless  they  could  be  formed  into  a 
distinct  corps.  From  the  extraordinary  fatigue  and 
close  attention  of  the  officers  employed  in  the  in- 
spectorship, I  did  not  think  it  amiss  to  let  them  enter- 
tam  hopes,  that  Congress  would  allow  some  addition 
to  the  pay,  which  they  derive  from  their  rank,  and 
I  take  the  liberty  of  recommending  the  measure.  I 
would  propose  twenty  dollars  a  month  for  the  brigade- 
inspectors,  and  thirty  for  the  inspectors,  in  addition  to 
their  pay  in  the  line. 

I  should  do  injustice  if  I  were  to  be  longer  silent 
with  regard  to  the  merits  of  Baron  Steuben.  His 
knowledge  of  his  profession,  added  to  the  zeal  which 
he  has  discovered  since  he  began  upon  the  functions 
of  his  office,  leads  me  to  consider  him  as  an  acquisition 
to  the  service,  and  to  recommend  him  to  the  attention 
of  Congress.  His  expectations  with  respect  to  rank 
extend  to  that  of  major-general.  His  finances,  he  in- 
genuously confesses,  will  not  admit  of  his  serving  with- 
out the  incidental  emoluments ;  and  Congress,  I  pre- 
sume, from  his  character,  and  their  own  knowledge  of 
him,  will  without  difficulty  gratify  him  in  these  pardcu- 
ters. 

The  Baron  is  sensible,  that  our  situation  requires  a 
few  variations  in  the  duties  of  his  office  from  the  gen- 
eral practice  in  Europe,  and  particularly  that  they  must 
necessarily  be  more  comprehensive ;  in  which,  as  well 
as  in  his  instructions,  he  has  skilfully  yielded  to  cir- 
cumstances.   The  success,  which  has  hitherto  attended 
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the  plan,  enables  me  to  request  with  contidence  the 
ratification  of  Congress,  and  is  I  think  a  pledge  of  the 
establishment  of  a  w^U  combined  general  system,  which 
insurmountable  obstacles  have  hitherto  opposed. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &.c. 


TO   THE   PRESIDENT   OF   CO^fGfKESS. 

Valley  Forge,  30  April,  1778. 

Dear  Sis, 

I  thank  you  much  for  your  obliging  favor  of  the  27tli. 
I  think  with  you,  that  a  most  important  crisis  is  now  at 
hand,  and  that  there  cannot  be  too  much  wisdom  in 
all  our  counsels  for  conducting  our  affairs  to  a  safe  and 
happy  issue.  There  should,  in  my  opinion,  be  a  full 
representation  of  the  States  in  Congress,  which  I  have 
often  regretted  has  not  been  the  case  for  a  long  time 
past.  I  also  concur  with  you  in  sentiment,  that  gentle- 
men any  where,  whose  abilities  might  be  of  essential 
service,  in  case  of  a  treaty  with  the  British  commission- 
ers, ought  to  be  called  forth  ibr  the  purpose.  It  wiD 
be  a  worlc  of  infinite  importance,  and  the  result  may 
lead  to  happiness  or  to  misery,  to  freedom  or  to  sla- 
very. The  enemy  are  determined  to  try  us  by  force 
and  by  fraud ;  and  while  they  are  exerting  their  utmost 
powers  in  the  first  instance,  I  do  not  doubt  but  they 
will  employ  men  in  the  second,  versed  in  the  arts  of 
dissimulation.  It  appears  to  me,  that  nothing  short  of 
independence  can  possibly  do.  The  injuries  we  have 
received  from  Britain  can  never  be  forgotten,  and  a 
peace  upon  other  terms  would  be  the  source  of  per- 
petual feuds  and  animosity.  Besides,  should  Britain, 
from  her  love  of  tyranny  and  lawless  dominadon,  at- 
tempt again  to  bend  our  necks  to  the  yoke  of  slavery, 
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and  there  is  no  doubt  but  she  would,  for  her  pride 
and  ambition  are  unconquerable,  no  nation  would  credit 
our  professions,  or  grant  us  aid.  At  any  rate,  her 
favors  would  be  obtained  upon  the  most  disadvanta- 
geous and  dishonorable  terms. 

I  sincerely  wish  the  provision  for  officers,  so  long 
the  subject  of  discussion,  was  established.  It  is  cer- 
tdnly  equitable,  and  in  my  opinion  essential.  Day  after 
day  and  hour  after  hour  produce  resignations.  If  they 
were  confined  to  bad  officers,  or  to  those  of  little  or  no 
character,  they  would  be  of  no  consequence.  But  it  is 
painful  to  see  men,  who  are  of  a  different  cast,  who 
have  rendered  great  services  to  their  country,  and  who 
are  still  and  may  be  most  materially  wanted,  leaving 
the  array,  on  account  of  the  distresses  of  their  families, 
and  to  repair  their  circumstances,  which  have  been 
much  injured  by  their  zeal  and  the  part  they  have 
talcen  in  defence  of  our  common  rights.  The  provision, 
if  adopted,  would  not  produce  present  relief,  nor  a 
present  expense  ;  yet  it  would  be  a  compensation  in 
future  for  their  misfortunes  and  their  toils,  and  be  some 
support  to  their  injured  constitutions. 

If  the  measure  is  to  be  submitted  to  the  legislatures 
of  the  several  States  for  their  concurrence,  the  delay, 
supposing  it  should  be  assented  to,  will  I  fear  be  at- 
tended with  efli'ects,  that  will  only  be  regretted  when 
too  late.  But  the  chance  in  such  case  will  be  rather 
against  the  adoption ;  for  there  are  but  few  of  the  legis- 
latures, which  are  impressed  with  the  real  state  of 
things,  or  which  can  without  difficulty  be  fully  informed 
of  them ;  and  while  this  matter  is  held  in  suspense, 
every  thing  is  at  a  stand,  and  the  most  fatal  conse- 
quences may  result  from  it,  I  do  not  to  this  hour 
know  whether,  putting  half-pay  out  of  the  question, 
the  old  or  new  establishment  is  to  take  place ;  how  to 
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dispose  of  the  officers  in  consequence ;  whether  the 
instituting  several  other  corps,  as  agreed  to  by  the 
committee  and  referred  by  them  to  Congress,  is  adopt- 
ed or  not.  In  a  word,  I  have  no  ground  to  form  a 
single  arrangement  upon,  nor  do  I  know  whether  the 
augmentation  of  the  cavalry  is  to  talie  place  or  was 
rejected,  in  order  that  I  may  govern  myself  thereby. 
Equally  unable  am  I  to  answer  the  incessant  applica- 
tions of  the  officers  of  the  Pennsylvania  and  Additional 
Battalions,  who,  knowing  the  intended  reduction  of 
some  of  these  corps,  are  held  in  suspense,  uncertain 
what  part  to  act.  In  short,  our  present  situation  is 
beyond  description  irksome  and  dangerous.  But  I  will 
trouble  you  no  further,  than  to  assure  you,  that  I  am, 
dear  Sir,  &c. 


TO   THE   PRESIDENT   OF   COKGEESS. 

Valley  Forge,  1  May,  1778. 
Sir, 
In  compliance  with  the  request  of  Congress,  I  shall 
immediately  call  upon  the  officers  in  the  army  to  take 
the  oath  of  allegiance  and  abjuration.  This  I  should 
have  done  as  soon  as  the  resoludon  passed,  had  it  not 
been  for  the  state  of  the  army  at  that  time,  and  that 
there  were  some  strong  reasons,  which  made  it  expe- 
dient to  defer  the  matter.  My  opinion  upon  the  subject 
of  a  future  provision  for  the  officers  has  been  so  fully, 
and  I  trust  so  necessarily  and  equitably  urged,  that  I 
shall  not  add  further  respecdng  it,  except  my  sincere 
wishes  that  the  establishment  was  determined  on. 
Nothing  in  my  idea  can  be  more  just ;  and  I  am  certain 
■  there  is  nothing  more  essential.  The  present  unsetded 
state  of  the  army  is  hurtful  in  the  extreme. 
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Since  my  letter  of  the  27th,  I  have  received  authentic 
information  of  the  sailing  of  a  very  large  number  of 
transports  from  Philadelphia;  two  hundred,  it  is  said. 
They  went  down  the  Delaware  the  beginning  of  the 
weeli,  light  and  empty.  I  have  not  been  able  to  learn 
any  thing  of  ilieir  destination;  nor  can  I  form  a  con- 
jecture upon  the  occasion,  that  is  the  least  satisfac- 
tory. 

Whh  infinite  pleasure  I  beg  leave  to  congratulate 
Congress  on  the  very  important  and  interesdng  advices 
brought  by  the  frigate  Sensible.  General  M<^Dougall 
and  Mr.  Deane  were  so  obliging  as  to  transmit  to  me 
the  oudines  of  the  good  tidings.*  As  soon  as  Congress 
may  think  it  expedient,  I  shall  be  happy  to  have  an 
opportunity  of  announcing  to  the  army,  with  the  usual 
ceremony,  such  parts  of  the  intelligence  as  may  be 
proper,  and  sanctioned  by  authority.  I  have  mentioned 
the  matter  to  such  officers  as  I  have  seen ;  and  I  be- 
lieve no  event  was  ever  received  with  a  more  heart-felt 
joy.     I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &.c. 


TO   MAJOR-GEiYEBAL   MCDOUGALL. 
„  ^  Head-Quartei-s,  1  Mny,  1778. 

Dear  Sir, 

I  return  you  my  thanks  for  your  favor  of  the  27th 
ultimo,  and  heartily  congratulate  you  on  the  important 

*  Simeon  Deane,  brother  to  Silas  Deane  one  of  the  American  Commis- 
Bioners  in  Paris,  was  the  bearer  of  the  despatches  cciitainmg  the  treaties 
between  Prance  and  the  United  States.  He  came  over  in  the  French 
frigate  SenaibU,  of  thirty-sis  guns,  which  was  sent  by  the  King  for  the 
express  purpose,  and  arrived  at  Falmouth  (now  Portland)  in  Casco  Bay, 
on  the  13tli  of  April,  after  a  passage  of  thirty-flve  days.  He  reached 
Yorktown  on  Saturday,  the  2d  of  May.  Congress  had  adjourned  till 
Monday,  but  the  members  were  immediately  summoned  to  assemble  by 
the  president,  and  the  despatches  were  read. 
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intelligence  contained  in  it.  As  the  matter  is  related, 
in  genera!  terms,  France  appears  to  have  acted  with 
politic  generosity  towards  us,  and  to  have  timed  her 
declaration  in  our  favor  most  admirably  for  her  own 
interests  and  the  abasing  of  her  ancient  rival.  One  im- 
mediate good  consequence  I  flatter  myself  will  attend 
this  intelligence,  which  is,  that  the  States  will  shake 
off  their  languor,  and  be  stimulated  to  complete  their 
battalions.    I  am,  with  great  regard,  dear  Su-,  &.c. 


TO   THE   PRESIDENT   OF   CO^fGRESS. 

Head-Q,uarters,  Valley  Poi'ge,  3  May,  1778, 
SlE, 

In  a  letter  from  General  Schuyler,  I  received  the 
proceedings  of  a  Board  of  Commissioners  for  Indian 
affairs,  held  at  Albany  the  15th  of  last  month.  It  ap- 
pears by  them  and  some  other  accounts  I  have  seen, 
that  there  is  but  little  prospect  of  succeeding  in  the 
plan  for  engaging  a  body  of  Indians  from  that  quarter 
to  serve  with  this  army.  The  advantage  which  the 
enemy  possess  over  us,  in  having  the  means  of  making 
presents  much  more  liberally  than  we  can,  has  made 
a  strong  impression  upon  their  minds,  and  seems  to 
be  more  than  a  counterbalance  for  any  arguments  we 
can  offer  to  conciliate  their  attachment.  They  also 
appear  to  be  apprehensive  for  their  own  safety,  and 
rather  to  wish  for  aid  and  protection  from  us,  than  to 
be  willing  to  leave  their  habitations  and  come  to  our 
assistance. 

The  measure  proposed  was  by  way  of  experiment, 
as  one  which  might  possibly  be  attended  with  valuable 
consequences,  and,  if  it  could  have  been  effected  with- 
out much   difficulty,  might   have   been   worth  a  trial. 
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But,  as  the  scheme  does  not  well  correspond  with  their 
present  disposition,  and  may  serve  to  increase  our  em- 
barrassments in  keeping  them  even  in  tolerably  good 
humor,  I  am  inclined  to  thiak  it  would  be  most  advis- 
able to  relinquish  the  attempt.  They  may  be  told  of 
what  has  happened  in  Europe,  with  proper  embellish- 
ments, and  that  our  affairs  are  now  upon  such  a  footing 
as  to  render  their  aid  in  the  field  unnecessary,  and  that 
all  we  require  of  them  is  their  friendship  and  good 
wishes.  This  and  promises  of  protection  may  have  a 
very  powerful  and  happy  effect.  It  is  of  great  impor- 
tance to  counteract  the  temptations  held  out  by  the 
enemy,  and  to  secure  the  good  will  of  the  Indians,  who 
appear  at  least  to  be  in  a  state  of  hesitancy  and  inde- 
cision, if  nothing  worse.  Congress  I  am  persuaded 
will  do  every  thing  in  their  power  to  promote  these 
desirable  ends.     I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c. 


TO   THE   PRESIDENT   OF   COWGRESS. 

Head-Quarters,  Vitl lev  Forge,  4  Mav,  1778. 

Sir, 
Last  night  at  eleven  o'clock  I  was  honored  with  your 
despatches  of  the  3d.  The  contents  afford  me  the  most 
sensible  pleasure.  Mr.  Simeon- Deane  had  informed 
me  by  a  line  from  Bethlehem,  that  he  was  the  bearer  of 
the  articles  of  alliance  between  France  and  the  States. 
I  shall  defer  celebrating  this  happy  event  in  a  suitable 
manner,  until  I  have  liberty  from  Congress  to  announce 
it  publicly.  I  will  only  say,  that  the  army  are  anxious 
to  manifest  their  joy  upon  the  occasion.*    Enclosed  you 

*  From  Ihs  Orderly  Booi,  Mmj  6th.  —  "  It  having  pleased  the  Almighty 
Ruler  of  the  Universe  to  liefend  the  cause  of  the  United  American 
States,  and  finally  to  raise  ub  up  a  powerful  friend  among  the  princes 
of  the  eajth,  to  establish  our  liherty  and  independency  upon  a  lasting 
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have  a  letter,  which  I  received  a  few  days  ago  from 
Lord  Stirling,  and  which,  at  his  request,  I  lay  before 
Congress  with  its  contents. 

I  am,  with  the  greatest  esteem  and  respect,  &c. 


TO   MAJOR-GENERAL   HEATH. 

Valley  Forge,  5  May,  1778. 
Dear  Sir, 
Notwithstanding  the  immense  advantages,  which  we 
shall  derive  from  the  acknowledgment  of  our  independ- 

foQEdation ;  it  becomes  ua  to  set  apart  a  day  for  gratefully  acknowledg- 
ing the  divine  goodness,  and  celebrating  the  important  event,  whicli  we 
owe  to  his  divine  interposition.  The  several  brigades  are  to  be  aesembled 
for  this  purpose  at  nine  o'clock  to-morrow  morning,  when  their  chaplains 
w  11  t   th   int  11  ta     d  m  th   P    t      pt  f  th    Penn- 

yl  G      tt      f  ih    ad       t    t,      d    ff      p  tl  ank  g      d  deliver 

d  taW    t    th    oc  Athdf    ft     t  look     cannon 

illbfidwhhiatb  alfth  th  1      arms : 

th     b        I         p    to      w  11  tl  p     t  tl         1  d     rms       d  form 

H      b  tl  h  d       t    tl  t      t         g         tl    m       d  nee  to 

th        m        d    g    ffi    IS    f  tl      1)        d    t!    t  th    h  tt  1  i  rmed 

Th         nmiai  d  rs     f  b        d  11  tl  pp      t  th    fi  Id    ffi  ers  to 

th    b  ttd  ft     wh   h        I  b  ttal  11  b        d     d  t    1  ad  and 

g        d  tl  \t  hdf  p    t    1  d  11  bp  filed 

as         g     1  f     th  !       p       wi     1    th  I  h   g  d  11  begin 

th      m     1  by     h    ling  t    th    ngl  t  by  pi  too       ai  d  p         d  by  Sie 
t  w  y  t    th    1  ft    f  th  u-  g         d  by  th  p     t  U  s  «  11 

bptd      tbythb       d        pt  -ithdgl      11  then  be 

gi  whi  h  tl        will  b        d     1     g      f  th  rt  after 

"•111  nn       fi       fth       ftywllbgi  tb         Itf  Wood- 

fd  d  t  tl  httlfrtb  tdltl  btkn  upon 
tb    1  ft    i  tl  d  Im        d        t         t    U         ht    Up  signal 

gi         th     wh  I    ai    y      ill  I       a^  Lo  g  I       th    A    g   f  Fr         ;   the 

til    J  th      b  aga         d  fi       th  C  d      tl         11  be  suc- 

ceeded by  a  second  general  discharge  of  the  musketry  m  a  running  fire, 
and  huzza,  Long  live  the  friendly  European  Powers.  The  last  discharge 
of  thirteen  pieces  of  artillery  will  be  given,  followed  by  a  general  run- 
ning fire,  and  huzza.  The  Amerkan  States." 

The  following  is  an  extract  from  a  letter,  written  by  an  officer  who  was 
present  "Last  Wednesday  was  set  apart  as  a  day  of  general  rejoicing. 
when  wo  had  a  feu  de  joie  conducted  with  the  greatest  order  and  regu- 
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ence  by,  and  our  late  alliance  with,  the  court  of  France, 
yet  much  remains  to  be  done  to  extricate  ourselves 
entirely  from  our  oppressors.  Even  taking  it  for  grant- 
ed, that  the  enemy,  from  the  situation  of  European 
affairs,  cannot  be  further  reinforced,  their  remaining 
strength,  if  collected  and  properly  directed,  is  formi- 
dable. The  Congress, sensible  of  this,  have  wisely  de- 
termined not  to  relax  in  their  preparations  for  wai-, 
and  have  earnestly  recommended  it  to  every  State  to 
complete  its  quota  of  Condnental  troops,  and  to  hold 
its  mihda  ready  for  service.* 

I  cannot  account  for  a  late  manoeuvre  of  the  enemy 
in  any  other  manner,  than  by  supposing  they  are  about 
making  some  change  in  the  disposidon  of  their  forces. 
They  have  lately  sent  near  two  hundred  sail  of  light 
transports  from  Philadelphia.  If  they  evacuate  Rhode 
Island,  and  carry  the  troops  from  thence  to  New  York, 

larity.     The   an  y        d         m    t  b   1!      t     ]p  ft         1     h  hi 

Excellency   dined        p  bl       w  tl      11  tli       ffi  f  1  j       tt     d  d 

with  a  band  of  I  p  t      h        tl         w  h 

feigned  and  perf   t  j  y        w      1  d  ry         t  Th 

entertainment  was  1    1  d      tl  mb       f  p  t     ti    t  a^ts     tt     d  d 

with  huzzas.    \^h      th    G         1  1    k  J      1  tb  I 

clap,  with  loud  i       aalh         t        dtlllhdp  ddqt 

of  a  mile,  during     hitmth  tl  dhtat        d        th 

air.     Hia  Excel!       yt        d  dwthh        f  dh  d  I 

times." — Valley  F   £■      %!  y  ^h. 

*  There  were  f         t  thi    t        th  t  tl  try        fidi  th       1 

and  prowess  of  P  pi  dg  d  t  tai    Am  d  p     d 

would  remit  the  y         ti        f  ry    g  on  the  war.     The  isior 

able  result  of  the  contest  was  now  considered  as  beyond  a  doubt.  Even 
Washington  said,  in  a  letter  to  General  Putnam,  of  tlie  same  date  as 
the  above,  "  I  hope  that  the  fair  and,  I  may  say,  certain  prospect  of  suc- 
cess will  not  induce  us  to  relax."  Robert  Morris  also,  in  a  letter  to 
General  Washington,  thus  wrote,  "  When  I  congratulate  your  Excel- 
lency on  the  great  good  news  lately  received  from  France,  you  will  not 
expect  me  to  express  my  feelings.  Were  1  m  your  company,  my  coun- 
tena'noe  might  show,  but  my  pen  cannot  describe  them.  Most  smc^rely 
do  I  give  you  joy.  Our  independence  is  undoubtedly  aecured  ;  our  coun- 
try  must  be  free."  —  jtfai/  9tk. 


,dhy  Google 


358  VVASIIINQTON'S   WRITINGS.  [Xt.  IB. 

the  brigades  upon  the  North  River  should  be  reinforced 
by  recruits  as  speedily  as  possible ;  and  if  the  troops 
are  brought  from  Rhode  Island  to  Philadelphia,  this 
army  will  in  like  manner  stand  in  need  of  assistance. 
I  therefore  must  again  request  you  to  forward  the  re- 
cruits, drafts,  furloughed  men,  and  those  recovered  from 
the  hospitals,  to  the  Worth  River,  with  as  much  expe- 
dition as  possible. 

I  had  a  letter  a  few  days  ago  from  the  Board  of  War, 
in  which  they  desire  to  know  whether  you  had  ever 
been  able  to  do  any  thing  more  towards  the  exchange 
between  Brigadier-General  Thompson  and  Brigadier- 
General  Hamiltom  If  you  cannot  succeed  in  that,  they 
desire  you  to  feel  the  pulse  of  the  two  other  brigadiers, 
for  either  of  whom  we  would  willingly  exchange  Gen- 
eral Thompson.  The  foreigners  have  thought  them- 
selves partially  treated  by  General  Howe,  in  regard 
to  exchanges,  and  if  you  were  to  propose  the  matter 
to  the  foreign  brigadiers,  and  either  of  them  should  in- 
cline to  it,  perhaps  General  Howe  would  accede,  rather 
than  give  umbrage. 

As  the  balance  of  officers  is  much  against  us  in  the 
case  of  prisoners,  and  may  long  remain  so,  unless  we 
can  effect  exchanges  between  ours  with  the  enemy 
and  those  of  General  Burgoyne's  army,  I  must  request 
that  you  will  take  occasion  to  inform  the  latter,  that,  on 
their  application,  or  indeed  without  it,  we  shall  readily 
consent  on  our  part  to  their  releasement  for  our  otBcers 
of  the  same  rank.  If  -there  should  be  any  number, 
who  wish  this  to  take  place,  they  had  better  write  at 
the  same  time  to  General  Howe,  or  the  commanding 
ofBcer  at  Philadelphia;  and  you  will  send  me  a  list  of 
their  rank  and  names,  that  a  like  number,  who  have 
been  longest  in  conflnement,  may  be  directed  to  return, 
if  their  request  is  complied  with.    I  am,  &c. 
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TO   MAJOR-REA'ERAL   McDOUGALL. 
_  „  Valley  Forge,  5  Muj',  17^8. 

Dear  biR, 
I  haTe  written  pressingly  to  General  Heath  and 
General  Putnam  to  forward  the  recruits  of  IVIassa- 
chusetts  and  Connecticut  to  the  N„rth  River,  with  all 
possible  despatch.  If  they  arrive  there  during  the 
continuance  of  your  command,  you  wiU  be  pleased, 
agreeably  to  former  orders,  to  send  on  immediately 
those  belonging  to  the  regiments  that  are  here. 

I  very  much  fear  that  we,  taldng  it  for  granted,  that 
we  have  notiiing  more  to  do,  because  France  has  ac- 
knowledged our  independency  and  formed  an  alliance 
with  us,  shall  relapse  into  a  state  of  supineness  and 
perfect  security.  I  think  it  more  than  probable,  from 
the  situation  of  affairs  in  Europe,  that  the  enemy  will 
receive  no  considerable  if  any  reinforcements.  But 
suppose  they  should  not,  their  remaming  force,  if  well 
directed,  is  far  from  being  contemptible.  In  the  des- 
perate state  of  British  affairs,  it  is  worth  a  desperate 
attempt  to  extricate  themselves;  and  a  blow  at  our 
main  army,  if  successful,  would  have  a  wonderful  eifect 
upon  the  minds  of  a  number  of  people,  still  wishing 
to  embrace  the  present  terms,  or  indeed  any  terms 
olTered  by  Great  Britain.  It  behoves  us  therefore  to 
make  ourselves  as  respectable  as  possible,  that,  if  the 
enemy  continue  in  their  detached  state,  we  may  en- 
deavour to  destroy  them  by  piecemeal ;  and  that  if,  on 
the  contrary,  they  collect  themselves,  they  may  not  fall 
heavily  upon  us  in  some  quarter.  I  cannot  help  think- 
ing, from  a  late  uncommon  movement  of  their  shipping, 
that  they  have  something  of  this  kind  in  view.  Near 
two  hundred  sail  of  light  transports  have  gone  down 
the  Delaware  within  a  week  past.    New  York  is  too 
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valuable  to  be  evacuated  but  upon  the  last  extremity, 
and  I  therefore  incline  to  think  that  the  movement,  if 
any,  will  be  from  Rhode  Island.  If  the  troops  should 
be  brought  from  thence  to  New  York,  we  must  provide 
for  the  posts  upon  the  North  River,  in  proportion  to 
the  addition  to  the  strength  of  the  enemy ;  if  to  Phila- 
delphia, we  must  draw  down  our  force  accordingly. 
For  these  reasons  it  is  my  wish  to  see  the  eastern  re- 
cruits brought  on  towards  the  North  River  as  quickly 
as  possible.  If  there  should  be  no  alteration  in  the 
position  of  the  enemy,  you  will,  as  before  mentioned, 
send  on  those  intended  for  the  regiments  here  without 
loss  of  time.  If  there  should  be  a  move,  we  must  alter 
our  plan,  without  loss  of  time.     I  am,  &c.* 

*  A  council  of  war  was  beW  on  the  8th  of  May,  at  which  were  present 
tlie  Major-Generals  Gates,  Greene,  Stirling,  Mifflin,  Lafayette,  Kalb, 
Armstrong,  and  Steuben  ;  and  the  Brig-adiers  Knox  and  Duportail,     This 
il     as  d  b}      d       f  C 

Th    C  mm     d  I     f  fi    t  I    d  1    f       th  It!       tat      f  tli 

my     f  h   h  t  m  t  d    t      in  wl   t  m       th  t 

fh  dm  J,      dfilfitftlhldbd  Ij      dtlly 

Of  th         b    t  t      tl  d  PI  1  d  Ipl      f      !l  d      N 

Y    i        U       til  d        Rh  d    1 1    d 

Tl      C    t       t  1  f  t  d  t      b    t  faft        th  d    b     d 

h  d     til    J      Of  tl  1  th  d       ht  h    d    d  t 

VllyPg  phdigth        )p         t       dtl  mmd 

wh    m    ht  b       11  d     t       ti  m  y     Th    d  t    Imi    t   t 

Wl        t  tdffrt        IddOthNfhR        w 

gl  t        h    d    d     -VS  h      all  th  f      m    t    w       b      g3 1        th  t 

t     a^  bl    t        t    p  t     tl     wl  1      rmy  fit  f        ti  Id 

b        1     t  d  t  t  t  th      tw    tj  th  d  W  tl  1!  13 

ttftht       n        bf       Umtl  U  qtltl 

d       1    t  m  t  h    tt     p  rs 

Aft         f  U      d  d  d  t     as  th  I 

fth  ilthttllin     f       dct  most  consistent  with  sound  policy, 

and  ht  tdtpmtti  t  ests  and  safety  of  the  United  States, 
wt       m  thdfns  d  wait  events,  and  not  attempt  any 

fF  P     t        g       '  t'  ™yi  ^^  circumstances  should  afford 

f  pp  rt     ty    f  triki  ccessful  blow.    As  the  enemy  were 

tr      hftiidh       t  dby    rtifioial  worl«,  in  all  their  positions, 

t  w  old      q  g     tly     P  force  to  attack  them,  with  any  hope 
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TO   MAJOR-GESfERAL  ARNOLD. 

Valley  Forge,  7  May,  1778. 

Dear  Sir, 

A  gentleman  in  France  having  very  obligingly  sent 
me  three  sets  of  epaulettes  and  sword-knots,  two  of 
which,  professedly,  to  be  disposed  of  to  any  friends  I 
should  choose,  I  take  the  liberty  of  presenting  them  to 
you  and  General  Lincoln,  as  a  testimony  of  my  sincere 
regai'd  and  approbation  of  your  conduct.  I  have  been 
informed,  by  a  brigade-major  of  General  Huntington's, 
of  your  intention  of  repairing  to  camp  shortly;  but,  not- 
withstanding my  wish  to  see  you,  I  must  beg  that  you 
will  run  no  hazard  by  coming  out  too  soon.* 

I  am  sincerely  and  affectionately  your  obedient,  Slc. 


TO   THE   PRESIDENT   OF   CONGRESS. 

Valley  Forge,  19  May,  1778. 

Sib, 

After  much  consideration  upon  the  subject,  I  have, 
appointed  General  Mcintosh  to  command  at  Fort  Pitt, 
and  in  the  western  country,  for  which  he  will  set  out 
as  soon  as  he  can  accommodate  his  affairs.    I  part  with 

f     f        h\  It  1  tl  1 1    t  k    PI  I  d  Ij  1      by    t    m 

p      t     U  d  th  t  th  rty  th  d  Id  b        q       t     f 

fal     1    d       Tl     C     t        t  1  f  Id       t  b  I  d  by 

tlmlt  fthta         pt         ftp  Idb        Id       f  h 

antp  Inhttrgbjt  bldt         tgt 

all     ff  n.  ta      G       ral   L         wh     w  t   p  t     t  t} 

Jt^dbi  ttlwttd  B  Stl  t 

th  il  h  b        tw    d  }    b  f        pp     t  d  by  C    CT 

pt  aJwtitl  kdp3fmj  ral 

TI       b  t  m  t      f  tl      B  t  h  f  A  w      p    b  b!> 

)     t    fth    t  b        S       A  N     \^ 

tr         l\ld  1  dtStga,w         tytlld 

VOL    V  46  E  E 
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tliis  gentleman  with  much  reluctance,  as  I  esteem  him 
an  officer  of  great  worth  and  merit,  and  as  I  know  his 
services  here  are  and  will  be  materially  wanted.  His 
firm  disposition  and  equal  justice,  his  assiduity  and 
good  understanding,  added  to  his  being  a  stranger  to 
all  parties  in  that  quarter,  pointed  him  out  as  a  proper 
person ;  and  I  trust  extensive  advantages  will  be  de- 
rived from  his  command,  which  I  could  wish  was  more 
agreeable.  He  wUl  wait  on  Congress  for  their  instruc- 
tions. 

The  enclosed  copy  of  a  letter  from  General  Dickin- 
son to  me  will  inform  Congress  of  the  fate  of  the  Conti- 
nental frigates  in  the  Delaware  ;  a  fate  (in  the  situation 
in  which  they  were  left)  I  had  long  predicted,  and 
which  I  had  taken  much  pains  to  avert,  by  using  every 
argument  in  my  power  to  have  them  sunk.  In  that 
case,  their  destruction  would  have  been  at  least  a  work 
of  time,  difficulty,  and  expense,  and  might  have  been 
perhaps  prevented.  About  one  o'clock  on  Thursday 
I  got  notice  of  an  intended  move  of  the  enemy  by 
water ;  and,  conjecturing  the  destination  of  it,  I  had 
a  detachment  under  General  Maxwell  (whose  tour  of 
duty  it  was)  ready  to  march  towards  the  Delaware  by 
four  o'clock ;  but  a  heavy  rain  prevented  their  moving 
till  next  morning. 

I  have  been  happy  in  the  exchange,  and  a  visit  from 
Lieutenant- Colonel  Allen.*  His  fortitude  and  firmness 
seem  to  have  placed  him  out  of  the  reach  of  misfor- 
tune. There  is  an  original  something  in  him,  that  com- 
mands admiration ;  and  his  long  captivity  and  sufierings 
have  only  served  to  increase,  if  possible,  his  enthusiastic 

*  Colonel  Allen  was  exchanged  for  Colonel  Camptell  on  the  5th  of 
May,  and  immediately  proceeded  from  Elizabctlitown  to  Ilead-QuartcrB. 
—  See  the  Ijife  or  Ethan  Allen,  in  the  Librartj  ofAmenean  Biogra- 
phy, Vol.  I.  p.  331. 
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zeal.  He  appears  very  desirous  of  rendering  his  ser- 
vices to  tlie  Slates,  and  of  being  employed ;  and  at  tlie 
same  time  lie  does  not  discover  any  ambition  for  high 
rank.  Congress  will  herewith  receive  a  letter  from 
him ;  and  I  doubt  not  they  will  make  such  provision 
for  Mm,  as  they  may  think  proper  and  suitable. 

I  take  pleasure  in  transmitting  a  Philadelphia  paper 
of  the  9th,  which  came  to  hand  yesterday  evening, 
containing  a  message  from  his  Most  Christian  Majesty 
to  the  court  of  London,  in  consequence  of  the  treaty 
between  him  and  these  Stales,  and  his  Britannic 
Majesty's  Address  to  the  Lords  and  Commons.  The 
message  is  conceived  in  terms  of  irony  and  derision, 
more  degrading  to  the  pride  and  dignity  of  Britain, 
than  any  thing  she  has  ever  experienced  since  she  has 
been  a  nation.  It  is  not  an  actual  declaration  of  war, 
but  it  certainly  must  produce  one. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c.* 


TO   GOVERNOR   LIVINGSTON-. 
^  Valley  Forge,  13  May,  1778. 

Dear  Sir, 
I  was  a  few  days  ago  honored  with  yours,  informing 
me  of  the  probable  strength  of  militia,  which  might  be 
collected  in  your  State,  if  called  upon.  This  was  a 
piece  of  information,  which  I  wanted  more  for  my 
guidance  in  future,  than  for  any  sudden  plan.  There 
arc  several  matters,  which  render  the  drawing  together 
of  a  large  body  of  forces  just  at  this  time  impracticable. 
The  deranged  state  of  the  commissary  and  quarter- 
master-general's  departments,  with  which  you  are  well 

*  See  the  Message  and  Address  in  the  ^nmtl  Registm-,  /or  the  Tear 
1778,  pp.  890,291.  — Almon's  RemenAranew,  Vol.  V.  p.  119. 
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acquainted,  are  sufficient  obstacles.  Every  thing  is 
doing  to  put  the  quarter  mastership  upon  a  proper  and 
respectable  footing ;  and  I  hope  that  the  new  commis- 
sary-general, with  the  assistance  of  the  States,  will  be 
able  to  make  such  arrangements,  that  we  shall,  some 
time  hence,  be  able  to  victual  a  very  considerable  body 
of  men,  should  any  advantageous  prospects,  from  draw- 
ing them  together,  present  themselves.  We  know  but 
little  yet  of  the  intentions  of  the  enemy,  or  of  their 
expectations  in  respect  to  reinforcements ;  and  there- 
fore cannot  determine  whether  an  offensive  or  defensive 
plan  is  to  be  adopted  by  us.  I  could  therefore  wish, 
that  some  plan  might  be  digested  for  calling  out  a  given 
number  of  militia,  should  there  be  occasion,  armed  and 
accoutred,  and  in  every  respect  ready  for  the  field 
upon  the  shortest  notice.  Perhaps  something  similar 
to  the  minute  companies,  which  were  instituted  at  the 
commencement  of  this  war,  might  answer  the  pur- 
pose. 

The  late  visit  of  the  enemy  to  Bordentown  has  fully 
verified  my  predictions  of  what  would  be  the  fate  of 
the  frigates  and  other  vessels  there.  So  soon  as  the 
enemy  had  got  full  possession  of  the  river,  I  urged  the 
gentlemen  of  the  Navy  Board  to  scutde  and  sink  the 
frigates  immediately.  They  objected  to  sinking  them 
at  that  time,  but  said,  that  they  would  have  them  bal- 
lasted and  ready  to  sink  upon  the  approach  of  the 
enemy.  I  then  wrote  to  them,  that,  as  they  might  de- 
pend upon  it  the  attack  would  be  sudden,  so  they 
would  find  that  those,  entrusted  with  the  execution  of 
the  business,  would  not  be  able  to  effect  it,  before 
the  enemy  had  possession  of  the  vessels.  The  event 
has  proved  it.  Had  hulks  of  such  bulk  been  sunk,  it 
would  have  taken  considerable  time  to  weigh  them. 
Upon  the  first   intimation   of  the  design,    I  detached 
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General  Maxwell,  with  a  strong  party,  to  endeavour  to 
prevent  it ;  but  the  mischief  was  done  by  the  time  he 
reached  the  Cross  Roads,  and  the  enemy  had  returned 
again.    I  am,  &.c. 


TO   BRIGADIER-GENERAL  NELSON,* 

Head-Quarters,  Valley  Forge,  15  May;  1778, 

Dear  Sir, 
I  thank  you  for  your  exertions  to  raise  a  body  of 
cavalry  for  reinforcing  and  relieving  those  belonging  to 
the  army,  which  by  the  severe  service  of  the  last  cam- 
paign are  much  reduced.  As  motives  of  generosity 
and  duty  bring  your  corps  to  the  field,  I  flatter  myself 
they  will  render  essential  services,  and  that  their  con- 
duct will  be  such,  as  to  merit  the  approbation  of  their 
country. 

I  congratulate  you  most  sincerely  on  the  part,  which 
France  has  taken  in  our  aff'airs.  The  public  prints  will 
inform  you  of  the  treaty  with  us,  and  of  her  message 
to  the  court  of  London  in  consequence.  The  latter 
was  communicated  through  the  Philadelphia  press,  and 
it  must  have  been  more  galling  and  degrading  to  the 
pride  and.  ambition  of  Britain,  than  any  thing  she  has 
experienced  since  she  was  a  nation.  In  a  paper  of 
the  13th  from  the  same  quarter,  it  is  said,  "The  di- 
rectors of  the  Bank  had  waited  on  Lord  North,  to 
know  whether  a  war  would  happen  as  soon  as  ex- 
pected, who  answered  it  was  inevitable ;  that  all  the 
governors  had  bean  ordered  forthwith  to  repair  to  their 
respective  stations  in  England,  Ireland,  and  elsewhere." 
A  further  paragraph  states,  "that  a  messenger  ex- 
traordinary had  been  despatched  to  Lord  Grantham, 

*  Brigadier-general  of  the  Virginia  militia. 
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ambassador  at  the  court  of  Madrid,  instructing  iiim  to 
.  demand  categorically,  whether  that  court  meant  to  aid 
the  French  in  their  present  unjustifiable  conduct  with 
respect  to  American  disputes,  or  to  preserve  the  strict- 
est neutrahty,  with  further .  directions,  in  case  of  an 
evasive  answer,  to  leave  the  Spanish  dominions  im- 
mediately. It  is  added,  that  the  declaration  of  war  was 
only  suspended  to  know  the  event  of  the  demand." 
Matters  appear  abroad  to  be  in  as  favorable  a  train  as 
we  could  wish,  and  if  we  are  not  free  and  happy,  it 
will  be  owing  to  a  want  of  virtue,  prudence,  and  man- 
agement among  ourselves.     I  am,  dear  Sir,  &c. 


TO   THE   MARQUIS   DE   LAFAYETTE. 

Camp,  17  May,  1778. 

Dear  Sir, 

I  received  yesterday  your  favor  of  the  15th  instant, 
enclosing  a  paper  subscribed  by  sundry  officers  of 
General  Woodford's  brigade,  setting  forth  the  reasons 
for  not  taking  the  oath  of  abjuration,  allegiance,  and 
office ;  and  I  thank  you  much  for  the  cautious  delicacy 
used  in  communicating  the  matter  to  me.  As  every 
oath  should  be  a  free  act  of  the  mind,  founded  on  the 
conviction  of  its  propriety,  I  would  not  wish,  in  any 
instance,  that  there  should  be  the  least  degree  of  com- 
pulsion exercised ;  nor  to  interpose  my  opinion,  in 
order  to  induce  any  to  make  it,  of  whom  it  is  required. 
The  gentlemen,  therefore,  who  signed  the  paper,  will 
use  their  own  discretion  in  the  matter,  and  swear  or 
not  swear,  as  their  conscience  and  feelings  dictate. 

At  the  same  time,  I  cannot  but  consider  it  as  a  cir- 
cumstance of  some  singularity,  that  the  scruples  against 
the  oath  should  be  pecuhar  to  the  officers  of  one  bri- 
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gade,  and  so  very  extensive.  The  oath  in  itself  is  not 
new.  It  is  substantially  the  same  with  that  required 
in  all  governments,  and  therefore  does  not  imply  any 
indignity ;  and  it  is  perfectly  consistent  with  the  pro- 
fessions, acdons,  and  implied  engagements  of  every 
officer.  The  objection,  founded  on  the  supposed  un- 
settled rank  of  the  officers,  is  of  no  validity,  rank  being 
only  mentioned  as  a  further  designation  of  the  party 
swearing;  nor  can  it  be  seriously  thought,  that  the  oath 
is  either  intended  to  prevent,  or  can  prevent,  th'eir 
being  promoted,  or  their  resignation. 

The  fourth  objection,  stated  by  the  gendemen,  serves 
as  a  key  to  their  scruples ;  and  I  would  willingly  per- 
suade myself,  that  their  own  reflecdons  will  point  out 
to  them  the  impropriety  of  the  whole  proceeding,  and 
not  suffer  them  to  be  betrayed  in  future  into  a  simUar 
conduct.  I  have  a  regard  for  them  all,  and  cannot  but 
regret,  that  they  were  ever  engaged  in  the  measure. 
I  am  certain  they  will  regret  it  themselves.  Sure  I 
am,  that  they  ought.  I  am,  my  dear  Marquis,  your 
affectionate  friend  and  servant.* 

*  General  Woodford's  brigade  consisted  of  Virginia  troops,  and  was 
in  the  division  commanded  by  tlie  Marquis  de  Lafayette.  Tlve  oath  re- 
qaired  by  Congress  to  be  taJten  by  every  officer  was  as  follows.  — "I 
do  acknowledge  the  United  States  of  America  to  be  free,  independent, 
and  sovereign  States,  and  declare  that  the  people  tliereof  owe  no  alle- 
giance or  obedience  to  George  the  Third,  King  of  Great  Britain ;  and 
I  renounce,  refuse,  and  abjure  any  allegiance  or  obedience  to  him  ;  and 
I  do  swear  (or  affirm)  that  I  will,  to  the  utmost  of  my  power,  support, 
maintain,  and  defend  the  said  United  States  against  the  said  King  George 
the  Third  and  his  heirs  and  successors,  and  his  or  their  abettors,  assist- 
ants, and  adherents,  and  will  serve  the  said  United  States  in  the  office, 
which  I  now  hold,  with  fidelity,  according  to  the  best  of  my  sitill  and 
understanding." — Jownals,  Februaiy  3d.  Twenty-six  officers  of  Gen- 
eral Woodford's  brigade  signed  and  sent  a  memorial  to  the  Marquis  de 
Lafayette,  stating  their  reasons  against  taking  the  oath  in  the  words 
following. 

^ «  1.  The  tenor  of  the  oath  they  in  some  measure  consider  an  indig- 
nity ;  they  will  not  imdertalte  to  determine  it  unnecessary ;  an  indignity. 
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TO   THE   MARQUIS   DE   LAFAYETTE. 

Instructions. 
Sir, 
The  detachment  under  your  command,  with  which 
you  will  immediateiy  march  towards  the  enemy's  Hues, 
is  designed  to  answer  the  Mowing  purposes ;  namely, 
tp  be  a  security  to  this  camp  and  a  cover  to  the  coun- 
try between  the  Delaware  and  the  Schuylkill,  to  inter- 
rupt the  communicadon  with  Philadelphia,  to  obstruct 
the  incursions  of  the  enemy's  parties,  and  to  obtain 
intelligence  of  their  motions  and  designs.  This  last  is 
a  matter  of  very  interesting  moment,  and  ought  to 
claim  your  pardcular  attention.  You  will  endeavour  to 
procure  trusty  and  intelligent  spies,  who  will  advise 
you  faithfully  of  whatever  may  be  passing  in  the  city, 

as  it  presupposes  that  some  of  them  have  acted  contrary  to  their  senti- 
ments ;  it  may  be  unnecessary,  for  those  officers,  who  ventured  their  lives 
and  fortunes  in  support  of  American  Independence,  could  have  no  other 
reason  Ijut  the  apparent  one 

"  a  As  many  officers  at  pre-ent  are  injured  in  theif  ranit,  and  cannot 
possiblj  contmue  m  the  army  e\actly  in  then  pie-ient  situation  tliey 
apprehend  it  iiould  he  an  impropiiety  in  them  to  snear  to  continue  in 
their  pieaent  posts,  a=  tlio  lanh  ot  the  juroi  is  ta  be  tahen  whan  the 
oath  IS  adramiatered. 

"3  Would  not  the  oath  debar  an  oflicer  from  the  pmile^e  of  re 
signing,  when  i,ircmnstajices  might  render  it  indiapensably  nerea^ary 
that  he  should  quit  the  army  ' 

"  4  The  takmg  of  the  oith,  ii  hile  tlie  preient  establishment  continuei, 
most  of  the  auhscribprs  are  of  opinion,  n  ould  laj  them  under  a  pointecl 
restraint  in  ejidpa^ounng  to  procure  a  change,  iihich  Ihe  whole  iimj 
ha\e  long,  not  only  most  aidently  wished  for,  but  conceiied  ab^solutely 
necessary  tor  its  pie>ervation,  a  change,  that  would  put  t)i"m  on  an 
honorahle  and  adxantigeous  fioting" 

At  tJie  request  of  th"  officer?,  these  reasons  were  presented  by  the 
MarquiB  de  Lafayette  to  the  Commander  in  chief  It  is  presumed,  that 
their  scruples  were  aati^hed  b)  tl  e  aboxe  lettei,  and  that  thej  tcok  the 
oath,  smc"  the  objections  were  peculiar  ti  thomsebea,  and  not  id\aikel 
by  any  other  part  of  the  armj 
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iiiid  you  will  without  delay  communicate  to  me  every 
piece  ol'  material  information  you  obtain, 

A  variety  of  concurring  accounts  make  it  probable, 
that  the  enemy  are  preparing  to  evacuate  Philadelphia. 
This  is  a  point,  which  it  is  of  the  utmost  importance 
to  ascertain ;  and,  if  possible,  the  place  of  their  future 
destination.  Should  you  be  able  to  gain  certain  intelli- 
gence of  the  time  of  their  intended  embarkation,  ■  so 
that  you  may  be  able  to  take  advantage  of  it,  and  fall 
upon  the  rear  of  the  enemy  in  the  act  of  withdrawing, 
it  will  be  a  very  desirable  event.  But  this  will  be  a 
matter  of  no  small  difficulty,  and  wilt  require  the  great- 
est caution  and  prudence  in  the  execution.  Any  de- 
ception or  precipitation  may  be  attended  with  the  most 
disastrous  consequences. 

You  will  remember,  that  your  detachment  is  a  very 
valuable  one,  and  that  any  accident  happening  to  it 
would  be  a  very  severe  blow  to  this  army.  You  will 
therefore  use  every  possible  precaution  for  its  security, 
and  to  guard  against  a  surprise.  No  attempt  should 
be  made,  nor  any  thing  risked,  without  the  greatest 
prospect  of  success,  and  with  every  reasonable  advan- 
tage on  your  side.  I  shall  not  point  out  any  precise 
position  to  you;  but  shall  leave  it  to  your  discretion 
to  take  such  posts  occasionally,  as  shall  appear  to  you 
best  adapted  to  the  purposes  of  your  detachment.  In 
general,  I  would  observe,  that  a  stationary  post  is  un- 
advisable,  as  it  gives  the  enemy  an  opportunity  of 
knowing  your  situation,  and  concerting  plans  success- 
fully against  you.  In  ease  of  any  offensive  movement 
against  this  army,  you  will  keep  yourself  in  such  a 
state  as  to  have  an  easy  communication  with  it,  and 
at  the  same  time  harass  the  enemy's  advance. 

Our  parties  of  horse  and  foot   between  the  rivers 
are  to  be  under  your  command,  and  to  form  part  of 
VOL.  V.  47 
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your  detachment.  As  great  complaints  have  been  made 
of  the  disorderly  conduct  of  the  parties,  which  have 
been  sent  towards  the  enemy's  lines,  it  is  expected 
that  you  will  be  very  attentive  in  preventing  abuses 
of  the  like  nature,  and  will  inquire  how  far  complaints 
already  made  are  founded  in  justice. 

Given  under  my  hand,  at  Head- Quarters,  this  18th 
day  of  May,  1778. 


TO    GOUVERNEUR  MORRIS,   IN   COXGRESS. 

Valley  Forge,  18  May,  1778. 

My  dear  Sir, 
Tom-  favor  of  the  I5th  instant  gave  me  singular 
pleasure.  I  thank  you  for  the  agreeable  intelligence  it 
contains,  which,  though  not  equal  to  my  wishes,  ex- 
ceeded ray  expectations ;  and  is  to  be  lamented  only 
for  the  delay.*  The  evils  in  consequence  of  this  will 
soon,  as  I  have  often  foretold,  be  manifested  in  the 
moving  state  of  the  army,  if  the  departments  of  the 

*  Aflcr  bng  dpbatea  the  question  of  half-pay  was  finally  settled  by 
a  liinil  of  compromiBe  It  was  decided,  that  all  military  officers,  commis- 
sioned by  Congress  who  fhould  conlinHe  in  the  service  during  tlie  war, 
and  not  hold  anj  office  of  profit  in  'the  States,  should  be  entitled  to  re- 
ceive annually  after  the  conclusion  of  the  wai'  one  half  of  their  pi-esent 
pay,  for  the  term  of  seven  years,  provided  that  no  generaj  officer  of  the 
artillery,  cavalry,  or  infantry  should  receive  more  than  the  half-pay  of  a 
colonel,  and  that  this  gratuity  should  extend  to  no  officer,  who  should 
not  take  an  oath  of  allegiaaice  to  the  United  States,  and  actually  reside 
within  the  same.  The  non-commissioned  officers,  instead  of  half-pay, 
were  entitled  to  receive  a  specific  reward  of  eighty  doUara  at  the  end 
of  the  war.  To  the  resolution  in  this  form  there  were  but  two  dissenting 
voices,  Mr.  Lovell  of  Massachusetts,  and  Mr.  Wolcott  of  Connecticut. — 
Jourmds,  May  15th.  In  the  plan  first  reported  by  the  committee  lo 
Congress,  the  half-pay  was  to  continue  for  life,  and  to  extend  to  tlie 
widows  of  officers,  who  should  be  slain.  It  was  also  to  be  ti-ansferable 
under  the  control  of  Congress,  and  the  officers  were  to  be  again  called 
into  service  when  necessary. 
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quartermaster  and  commissary  will  enable  us  to  stir 
and  keep  pace  with  the  enemy,  who,  from  every  ac- 
count, are  busy  in  prepai-ing  for  their  departure  from 
Philadelphia;  whether  for  the  West  Indies,  a  rendez- 
vous at  New  York  to  prepare  for  their  voyage,  or  for 
some  other  expedition,  time  only  can  discover.  The 
sooner,  however,  the  regimental  regulations  and  other 
arrangements  are  set  about,  the  sooner  they  will  be 
finished ;  and  for  God's  sake,  my  dear  Morris,  let  me 
recommend  it  to  you  to  urge  the  absolute  necessity  of 
this  measure  with  all  your  might. 

As  the  council  held  at  this  camp  was  by  order  of 
Congress,  and  the  members  constituting  it  were  pointed 
out  by  them,  it  was  determined,  out  of  respect  to  that 
body,  to  treat  the  new  members  with  civility.  Indeed, 
the  wish  of  all  here,  that  no  private  differences  should 
interrupt  that  harmony,  which  is  so  necessary  in  pubhc 
councils,  had  no  small  share  in  the  amity  that  appeared. 
Contrary,  I  own,  to  my  expectation,  the  same  senti- 
ments, respecting  the  measures  to  be  pursued,  per- 
vaded the  whole.  Our  resolutions  of  consequence  were 
unanimous, 

I  was  not  a  litde  surprised  to  find  a  certain  gentle- 
man, who,  some  time  ago,  when  a  cloud  of  darkness 
hung  heavy  over  us,  and  our  affairs  looked  gloomy, 
was  desirous  of  resigning,  to  be  now  stepping  forward 
in  the  line  of  the  army.  But  if  he  can  reconcile  such 
conduct  to  his  own  feelings,  as  an  officer  and  a  man 
of  honor,  and  Congress  have  no  objection  to  his  leav- 
mg  his  seat  in  another  department,  I  have  nothing 
personally  to  oppose  to  it.*     Yet  I  must  think,  that 

*  Geneial  Mifflin  had  reMgiiPd  hiR  ccmtmsMonh  of  major-general  and 
quartermaster  general,  on  the  8!li  of  October  Hn  resignation  of  tlie 
latter  office  was  accepted  by  Congrca,  when  lie  was  appointed  to  the 
Board  of  War ,  hut  the  rank  and  commission  of  major-gerieraJ  were  con- 
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gentleman's  stepping  in  and  out,  as  the  sun  happens 
to  beam  forth  or  become  obscure,  is  not  quite  the^  thing, 
nor  quite  just,  with  respect  to  those  officers,  who  take 
the  bitter  with  the  sweet. 

I  am  told  that  Conway,  from  whom  I  have  received 
another  impertinent  letter,  dated  the  23d  ultimo,  de- 
manding  the  command  of  a  division  of  the  Continental 
army,  is,  through  the  medium  of  his  friends,  soliciting 
his  commission  again.  Can  tiiis  be  ?  And,  if  so,  will 
it  be  granted?* 

I  am,  very  sincerely  and  affectionately,  &c. 

tinned  to  him  with  tl  e  proviso  tliat  no  paj  should  be  a  i  px  1  to  that 
ofiice  till  a  fiirther  order  of  Congress  It  seens  hisiieiis  WPre  after 
wards  changed  and  on  tliP  2]at  of  '\Ia3  Conoress  gaie  i  im  leaip  to 
join  tie  army  under  General  Waahingtcn 

*  Con  viy  had  sent  a  pet  ilant  letter  to  Congress  complaining  of  ill 
trtatment,  and  aaking  an  acceptance  of  his  resigiatiun  aid  then  he 
was  xe\ed  and  mortihod  that  he  should  he  talten  at  lii"  nord  After 
the  Ci  lada  evpedition  had  hpen  ahindnned  he  w\a  ordered  to  join  the 
aran  jider  General  McDougiU  at  Fishltill  He  was  again  ordered 
bick  t  A.lbanj  Trhereupon  he  lunte  (he  abovementioned  letter  to  the 
Preadeit  of  Congress  fom  which  the  following  la  an  e\tract  ch^iac 
tenstic  of  Its  author 

If  an  attack  is  made  ii  that  quarter,"  said  he  the  inhabitants  will 
look  up  to  m"  for  ass  ita  ice  I  shall  not  have  it  m  my  power  to  make 
•vaj  opi  osition  and  thoigh  undaservedly  my  chniacter  mist  Riffer 
Therefore  &ir  I  expect  jou  will  make  my  reoignition  acceptable  to 
Congie'ie  I  am  determmed  not  to  expose  mjselt  to  dishonor  to  gratify 
the  en\j  and  malice  ot  my  enemies  whoever  thej  ro^y  be  I  hate  been 
bo\ed  about  in  a  most  mdecent  manner  I  deolmed  no  occasion  of 
Benin^  I  ttust  I  am  as  able  in  leadmg  a  division  as  any  oftioer  ot 
my  rank  in  the  American  arm}  Wh^t  is  the  meaning  of  rcmming  me 
fron  thp  acene  of  actoi  oi  the  opening  of  a  campaign'  I  did  not 
lesene  this  burlesque  disgrace  and  my  honor  will  not  p^rm  t  rao  to 
bear  it  If  my  services  aie  not  thought  necessary,  wly  do  jou  not 
mention  it  to  me  fairly  '  It  la  not  becoming  to  the  digmty  of  Co  igress 
to  give  such  usage  to  an  officer  of  my  age  and  rank    — MS  Letter 

iksihn  aprd  and. 

Tins  tone  of  anger  and  insult  was  more  than  the  best  ftienda  of  the 
\  ritei  ^o  Id  withstand  or  excuse  Apologies  were  attempted  hy  -iorie 
oi  the  riPnbois  jet  no  opp  ation  was  made  to  acceptug  hs  lesigna 
tion     But  jt  appeared   tl  at  his  design  was  misapprehended     ilthougb 
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TO   THE   PRESIDENT   OF  CONGRESS. 

Valley  Forge,  18  May,  1778. 
SlE, 

I  shall  announce  the  resolution  of  the  15th  to  the 
army,  and  would  flatter  myself  it  will  quiet  in  a  great 
measure  the  uneasinesses,  which  have  been  so  ex- 
tremely distressing,  and  prevent  resignations,  which 
had  proceeded,  and  were  likely  to  be  at  such  a  height, 
as  to  destroy  our  whole  military  system.  It  has  ex- 
perienced no  inconsiderable  shock,  particularly  in  the 
line  of  some  States,  from  the  loss  of  several  very 
valuable  officers. 

The  letter  and  brevet  for  Colonel  Allen  I  will  trans- 
mit by  the  first  opportunity.  He  left  camp  eight  days 
ago.  From  a  variety  of  concurring  circumstances,  and 
the  uniform  report  of  persons,  who  have  left  Philadel- 
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his  ftiend  Gates,  who  was  then  at  PishkiU;- 
idea   of  cabals  until   I   reached   thia   place 

imagine,  waa  not  a  warm  ono.  I  •must  except  Mr.  Samuel  Adams, 
Colonel  Richard.  Henry  Lee,  and  a  few  others,  who  are  attached  to  you, 
and  who  cannot  oppose  tho  torrent.  Before  my  arrival.  General  Mifflia 
had  joined  General  Washington's  army,  where  he  commands  a  division. 
One  Mr.  Carroll  from  Maryland,  upon  whoso  friendship  I  depended,  is 
one  of  the  hottest  of  the  cabal.  He  told  me  a  few  days  ago,  almost 
literally,  that  any  body,  who  displeased  or  did  not  adnure  the  Commajider- 
in-chiof,  ought  not  to  be  kept  in  the  army." — See  Spabks's  I^e  of 
GoKiieraew  Mortis,  Vol.  I.  p.  169. 
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phia  within  four  days  past,  it  would  appear  that  the 
enemy  mean  to  evacuate  the  city.  It  is  said  they  have 
already  embarked  a  part  of  their  heavy  cannon  and 
baggage,  and  that  transports  are  fitted  and  fitting  for 
their  horse,  and  taking  in  hay.  The  accounts  further 
add,  that  there  has  been  a  press  for  some  nights  in 
the  city,  and  several  men  obtained  in  this  way,  and 
carried  aboard  ship ;  aiso  that  there  had  been  an  in- 
creased number  of  vendues.  These  circumstances  all 
indicate  an  evacuation ;  but  I  have  not  been  able  to 
learn  the  objects  of  their  future  operations.  I  wrote 
to  General  Gates  yesterday  upon  the  subject,  that  he 
may  be  prepared  in  the  best  manner  the  situation  of 
things  will  admit,  in  case  they  should  be  destined  for 
the  North  River,  and  I  desired  him  to  retain  for  the 
present  all  the  eastern  recruits  intended  for  this  army. 

The  quartermaster- general  and  commissary  of  pro- 
visions are  directed  to  use  every  possible  exertion  for 
putting  the  affairs  of  their  departments  in  a  train  to 
facilitate  a  movement,  in  case  it  should  be  necessary. 
But  such  have  been  the  derangements  and  disorders 
in  them,  that  we  must  be  greatly  embarrassed  for  a 
considerable  time  yet. 

A  valuable  detachment,  under  the  command  of  the 
Marquis  de  Lafayette,  marched  this  morning,  which  is 
intended  to  move  between  the  Delaware  and  the 
Schuylkill,  for  restraining  the  enemy's  parties  and  pro- 
curing intelhgence,  and  to  act  as  circumstances  may 
require. 

I  cannot  help  feeling  for  the  prisoners  in  possession 
of  the  enemy.  If  they  evacuate  Philadelphia,  those 
unhappy  men  will  be  dragged  away  with  them,  and 
perhaps  to  a  more  miserable  confinement.  But,  sup- 
posing their  future  treatment  should  not  be  worse,  or 
even   that  it  should  be  more  comfortable  than  their 
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past,  the  idea  of  being  removed  farther  from  their 
friends,  and  farther  from  relief,  must  distress  them  to 
the  last  degree.     I  have  the  honor  to  be,  Sec. 


TO   JEREMIAH   POWELL,    PRESIDENT    OF   THE   COUNCIL 

OF   MASSACHUSETTS. 

Valley  Forge,  19  May,  1778. 
SiK, 

Two  days  ago  I  had  the  honor  to  receive  your  favor 
of  the  25th  ultimo,  with  the  resolutions  alluded  to.  I 
sincerely  wish  that  the  drafts,  determined  to  be  fur- 
nished by  the  several  States,  were  with  the  army.  It 
has  ever  been  our  misfortune  not  to  be  in  a  condition 
to  avail  ourselves  of  circumstances,  which  otherwise 
might  have  been  most  favorable.  However,  I  trust  in 
the  end  all  wilT  be  well.  There  is  yet  a  call  for  our 
most  strenuous  and  prudent  exertions. 

I  am  happy  to  see  the  precautions,  which  the  Court* 
have  taken  to  prevent  the  enlisting  of  deserters,  or 
prisoners  of  war.  No  practice  has  been  more  impolitic 
or  injurious,  in  proportion  to  the  extent.  But  kw  of 
the  former  have  proved  faithful;  and  I  believe  there 
is  not  a  single  instance,  where  the  latter  have  not  de- 
serted, when  they  had  an  opportunity.  The  enlisting 
of  prisoners,  or  soldiers  in  the  circumstances  of  those 
of  General  Burgoyne's  army,  is  far  less  justifiable,  than 
enlisting  deserters,  inasmuch  as  they  are  not  under 
the  smallest  anxiety  or  fear  of  any  consequences,  that 
would  attend  their  return ;  but,  on  the  contrary,  they 
have  every  reason  to  conclude,  that  their  desertion 
will  be  considered  as  a  meritorious  act,  worthy  of  ap- 


*  The  General  Court,  or  Assembly,  of  Massachusetts. 


,dhy  Google 


376  WASHINGTON'S    WRITINGS.  [^Et.  4a 

plause,  and  a  strong  manifestation  of  their  attachment 
to  the  service  of  their  prince.  Measures  more  effectual, 
though  far  less  expensive,  could  not  be  easily  adopted 
by  us,  to  reinforce  the  enemy  with  the  whole  of  the 
army,  included  in  the  Convention  of  Saratoga,  than 
permitting  the  troops  to  enhst  among  us.  Of  a  detach- 
ment of  sixty  in  this  predicament,  which  marched  to 
join  Colonel  Henley's  regiment,  only  twelve  or  thir- 
teen reached  camp.  Part  of  the  remainder  made  their 
escape,  and  the  residue  formed  a  plan  for  the  same 
purpose,  mutinied,  and  are  now  in  prison.  I  am  deter- 
mined, where  any  are  recruited,  to  call  the  officers  to 
an  account,  and  to  make  them  answer  for  the  conse- 
quences resulting  from  their  desertion,  so  far  as  pos- 
sible. 

From  a  variety  of  concurring  circumstances,  it  would 
appear,  that  the  enemy  mean  to  evacuate  •  Philadelphia, 
and  are  preparing  to  embark.  I  cannot  learn  with  cer- 
tainty the  cause.  However,  it  is  probable,  if  the  event 
happen,  that  it  wiU  be  in  consequence  of  the  changes 
which  have  taken  place,  and  which  are  likely  to  talie 
place,  in  Europe.  The  objects  of  their  future  opera- 
tions are  also  imknown;  but,  from  the  intelligence  re- 
ceived, New  York  is  supposed  to  be  the  place  of  theu- 
first  destination.  It  is  said,  that  houses  are  preparing 
there  for  their  reception,  and  particularly  for  many 
families  of  Philadelphia,  who  have  been  their  fast  ad- 
herents. Indeed,  if  there  is  a  war  between  France 
and  Britain,  which  seems  to  be  inevitable,  PhUadelphia 
is  an  ineligible  situation  for  the  army  under  Sir  William 
Howe,  or  perhaps  Sir  Henry  Chnton.  Before  I  con- 
clude, I  beg  leave  to  return  you  my  warmest  thanks 
for  your  kind  wishes,  and  to  request  that  you  will 
present  my  best  respects  to  the  Honorable  Council. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c. 
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TO   THE   PKESIDEST   OP   COSGRESS. 

Head-Quarters,  Valley  Forge,  S-l  May,  1778. 

Sir, 

I  hare  transmitted  to  General  Howe  a  copy  of  the 
resolution  respecting  prisoners ;  and,  supposing  him 
willing  to  effect  an  exchange  immediately,  I  have  writ- 
ten to  Mr.  Boudinot  and  requested  him,  as  he  is  in 
possession  of  all  the  papers  concerning  them,  to  come 
to  camp  without  delay,  and  superintend  the  business 
on  our  part.  The  provost  establishment  is  a  necessary 
one,  and  the  corps  shall  be  formed,  as  soon  as  proper 
officers  can  be  fixed  on. 

On  the  night  of  the  19th  the  enemy  moved  o«t  in 
force  against  the  detachment  under  the  Marquis  de 
Lafayette,  mentioned  in  my  letter  of  the  18th,  which 
made  a  timely  and  handsome  retreat  in  great  order 
over  the  Schuylkill  at  Matson's  Ford.  Our  loss  was 
nine  men  in  the  whole.  The  enemy's  loss  is  supposed 
to  be  something  more.  Then-  march  was  circuitous 
and  rapid,  and  I  should  imagine  many  of  their  men 
suffered  from  it.  General  Clinton,  it  is  said,  command- 
ed in  person.* 

The  accounts  from  Philadelphia  are  slDl  in  favor  of 
an  evacuation.  It  is  certain  that  a  great  deal  of  bag- 
gage is  on  shipboard,  and  that  they  stiil  seem  busy  in 
pacldng  up.  There  are  other  reports  which  say,  that 
it  is  only  a  detachment  which  is  going,  and  that  the 
West  Indies  are  conjectured  to  be  the  place  of  their 
destination. 

I  beg  leave  to  lay  before  Congress  a  memorial  and 
remonstrance  of  the  field-officers  of  North  Carolina, 
founded  on  the  suspension  and  dismission  of  Captain 
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John  Vance  of  the  artiUery,  through  the  means  of  the 
House  of  Commons  of  that  State.  It  is  with  reluc- 
tance, that  I  interfere  with  the  decisions  of  any  civii  or 
legislative  body ;  however,  I  cannot  help  thinking,  that 
the  proceedings  respecting  Captain  Vance  are  of  an 
extraordinary  nature,  and  such  as  involve  consequen- 
ces, which  may  deeply  affect  and  interest  the  rights 
of  every  officer,  or  at  least  all  under  the  rank  of  briga- 
diers. I  should  suppose  no  individual  State  can  or 
ought  to  deprive  an  officer  of  rank,  derived  from  the 
States  at  large ;  and  that  it  will  not  be  improper  for 
Congress  to  prohibit  the  exercise  of  such  a  power. 
I  do  not  know  what  the  merits  or  demerits  of  Captain 
Vance  are,  (the  memorial  speaks  very  favorably  of  him,) 
nor  do  I  apprehend  they  can  make  a  part  of  the  ques- 
tion. The  principle  and  practice  are  what  I  cannot 
reconcile  to  my  ideas  of  propriety.  Congress,  I  am 
persuaded,  will  give  the  memorial  that  attention,  which 
the  objects  of  it  seem  to  deserve,  and  I  have  only  to 
refer  them  to  the  Journals  of  the  House,  which  contain 
the  whole  of  the  proceedings  against  Captain  Vance, 
that  have  come  to  my  knowledge. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c. 


TO   GENERAL   HENRY   LEE,    VIRGINIA. 

Valley  For^e,  25  May,  1778. 

Dear  Sir, 
If  any  thing  of  greater  moment  had  occurred,  than 
declaring  that  every  word  contained  in  the  pamphlet, 
which  you  were  obliging  enough  to  send  me,  was  spu- 
rious, I  should  not  have  suffered  your  favor  of  the 
6th  instant  to  remain  so  long  unacknowledged.  These 
letters  are  written  with  a  great  deal  of  art.     The  inter- 
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mixture  of  so  many  family  circumsEances  (which,  by 
the  by,  want  foundation  in  truth)  gives  an  air  of  plausi- 
bility, which  renders  the  villany  greater ;  as  the  whole 
is  a  contrivance  to  answer  ^e  most  diabolical  purposes. 
Who  the  author  of  them  is,  I  know  not.  From  in- 
formation, or  acquaintance,  he  must  have  had  some 
knowledge  of  the  component  parts  of  my  family ;  but 
he  has  most  egregiously  mistaken  facts  in  several  in- 
stances. The  design  of  his  labors  is  as  clear  as  the 
sun  in  its  meridian  brightness.* 

The  favorable  issue  of  our  negotiation  with  France 
is  matter  for  heartfelt  joy,  big  with  important  events, 
and  it  must,  I  should  think,  chalk  out  a  plain  and  easy 
road  to  independence.  From  this  I  hope  we  shall  not 
depart,  from  a  mistaken  opinion,  that  the  great  work  is 
already  finished;  nor,  to  finish  it,  adopt  measures  of 
precipitation.  Great  Britain,  since  the  declaration  of 
the  King  of  France  through  the  Marquis  de  Noailles, 
has  no  choice  but  war.     Under  theu-  present  circum- 

*  I  am  not  aware,  that  the  author  of  these  spurioua  letters  was  ever 
ascertained.  The  first  in  the  series  ivals  printed  in  Rivington's  Boyal 
GazeUc,  on  the  14th  of  February,  1778.  Whether  the  pamphlet  had  been 
p  '  Ij  pri  t  d  I  m  ot  able  to  detennine.  The  following  title  was 
pfi  d  Lttrslrm  General  Washington  to  several  of  his  Friends, 
th     \         1776  hich  are  set  forth  a  fairer  and  fuller  View  of 

A  P  1  ti      th       ver  yet  transpired,  or  the  Public  could  be  made 

q  t  d  tl  t]  gl  any  otiier  Channel."  The  preface  vouches  for 
t)       g  d    tates  that  they  were  copied  from  tiie  first  drafls, 

f      il       ti     p  n    f  General  Washington's  servant  Billy,  who  had 

b         1  ft  b  h    d  1!  at  the  evacuation  of  Fort  Lee.     They  puiport 

t    h        h  ntt  New  York,  in  the  months  of  June  and  July, 

lb      d  dd    Bs  d  to  Mr.  Lund  Washington,  Mr,  Cuatis,  and  Mrs. 

W.ashington.  The  object  of  the  fabricator  was  to  disparago*  General 
Washington,  and  create  distrust  in  the  minds  of  his  countrymen,  by 
showing  from  his  private  sentiments  unguardedly  expressed  to  hia  friends, 
that  he  was  acting  a  hypocritical  part,  heing  in  reality  opposed  to  the 
war.  The  disguise  was  too  flimsy  to  conceal  so  nefarious  a  purpose, 
although  pdns  were  talion  by  the  enemy  to  circulate  the  letters  in  news- 
papers and  pamphlets. 
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Stances,  how  they  will  conduct  it,  is  a  matter  not  so 
easily  understood,  as  all  their  ways  have  been  ways 
of  darkness.  That  they  will  be  under  a  necessity  of 
giving  up  the  continent,  or  Jheir  islands,  seems  obvious 
to  me,  if  the  accounts  we  have  received  of  the  French 
force  in  the  West  Indies  be  true.  Halifax  and  Canada 
will,  I  presume,  be  strengthened;  and,  if  they  can 
afford  a  garrison  sufficient,  they  may  attempt  to  hold 
New  York,  unless  every  idea  of  subjugadng  America 
is  given  up,  in  which  case  their  whole  resentment  will 
be  levelled  at  France. 

The  enemy  are  making  every  preparation,  and  seem 
to  be  upon  the  point  of  leaving  Philadelphia.  In  my 
own  judgment,  and  from  many  corresponding  circum- 
stances, I  am  convinced  they  are  bound  to  New  York  ; 
whether  by  land  or  water,  whether  as  a  place  of  ren- 
dezvous, or  to  operate  on  the  North  River,  is  not  so 
clear.  Our  situation  here,  on  account  of  the  sick  and 
stores,  is  embarrassing,  as  I  dare  not  detach  largely  to 
harass  the  enemy,  in  case  of  a  land  movement  through 
the  Jerseys,  before  they  have  actually  crossed  the 
Delaware;  and  then  it  will  be  too  late,  as  their  dis- 
tance to  South  Amboy  will  be  much  less  than  ours, 
and  nothing  to  obstruct  them.  To  this  may  be  added 
the  advantage  of  a  day's  march,  which  they  must  gain, 
of  us.  .  Were  it  not  for  the  number  of  our  sick  (up- 
wards of  three  thousand  in  camp),  and  the  securing  of 
our  stores,  which  are  covered  by  our  present  position 
and  strength,  I  could  take  such  a  post  in  Jersey,  as 
would  malie  their  passage  through  that  State  very  diffi- 
cult and  dangerous  to  them.  But  the  impracticabihty 
of  doing  this,  without  exposing  this  camp  to  insult  and 
injuiy  is  well  known  to  them ;  and  some  part  of  their 
conduct  justifies  a  report,  that,  at  all  events,  they  will 
aim  a  blow  at  this  army  before  they  go  off. 
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I  observe  what  you  say  respecting  the  recruits,  or 
rather  drafts,  from  Virginia.  I  was  never  called  upon 
by  the  State  for  officers,  or  directed  by  Congress  to 
send  any  to  aid  in  the  business ;  but,  thinking  such  a 
measure  might  be  necessary,  I  ordered  the  officers 
of  the  disbanded  regiments,  and  such  as  had  gone  to 
Virginia  on  furlough,  to  call  upon  and  receive  the  gov- 
ernor's orders,  with  respect  to  the  marching  of  them 
to  camp.  That  something  has  been  wrong  in  con- 
ducting the  drafts,  and  assembling  the  men,  admits  of 
no  doubt ;  for,  out  of  the  fifteen  hundred  ordered  last 
fall,  and  the  two  thousand  this  spring,  we  have  re- 
ceived only  twelve  hundred  and  forty-two,  which  is 
such  a  deiiciency,  that  I  have  made  a  representation 
thereof  to  the  State.     I  am,  &.c. 


TO   MAJOR-GENERAL   GATES. 

Valley  Forge,  25  May,  1778. 

Sir, 

I  was  yesterday  favored  with  yours  of  the  21st  in- 
stant. The  enemy  have  been  constantly  busy  since 
my  last  in  embarking  their  cannon  and  stores.  I  do 
not  yet  find,  that  any  troops  have  gone  on  board. 
They  give  out,  that  they  mean  to  attack  this  army  be- 
fore they  go  off,  but  I  rather  think,  if  they  move  at  all 
by  land,  it  will  be  across  Jersey.  In  this  uncertainty, 
I  cannot  alter  my  position,  until  they  change  theirs. 
[  hold  the  army  ready  to  move  at  the  shortest  notice 
towards  the  North  River,  should  circumstances  require 
it.  In  the  mean  time,  I  would  have  you  make  your- 
self as  respectable  aS  possible,  by  stopping  all  the  re- 
cruits, and  calhng  in  as  many  militia  as  you  can  feed. 
I  cannot  account  for  the  evacuation  of  Kingsbridge  and 
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Port  Washington,  if  tliey  mean  to  keep  the  city,  es- 
pecially the  latter,  which  is  the  key  to  the  Island. 

I  would  have  you  by  all  means  exchange  the  British 
convalescents,  and  direct  our  deputy-commissary  of 
prisoners  to  receive  those  in  return  for  them,  who  have 
been  longest  in  captivity.  Tou  will  undoubtedly  take 
the  proper  precautions  when  the  prisoners  pass  our 
posts  upon  the  river.  You  may  depend  upon  having 
constant  intelligence  of  the  motions  of  the  enemy  in 
this  quarter  from  me,  and  I  shall  depend  upon  the 
same  from  you.     I  ara,  &.c. 


TO   BRIGADIEU-GESERAL   MCINTOSH. 

Camp,  Valley  Forge,  26  May,  1778. 
&IR, 

The  Congress  having  been  pleased  to  direct  me  to 
appoint  an  otticer  to  command  at  Fort  Pitt,  and  on  the 
western  frontiers,  in  the  room  of  Brigadier-General 
Hand,  I  am  induced,  but  not  without  reluctance,  from 
the  sense  I  entertain  of  your  merit,  to  nominate  you, 
as  an  officer  well  qualified  from  a  variety  of  considera- 
tions to  answer  the  objects  they  have  in  view.  I  do 
not  know  particularly  what  the  objects  are,  which  Con- 
gress have  in  contemplation  in  this  command;  and  I 
therefore  request  that  you  will,  as  soon  as  you  con- 
veniently can,  repair  to  Yorktown  and  receive  their 
instructions  respecting  them.  I  have  only  to  add,  that 
I  shall  be  happy  to  hear  from  you  as  often  as  oppor- 
tunity will  permit,  and  my  warmest  wishes,  that  your 
services  may  be  honorable  to  yourself  and  approved 
by  your  country.  I  am.  Sir,  with  great  esteem  and 
regard,  your  most  obedient  servant. 
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TO   THE   PRESIDENT   OF   CONGRESS. 

Valley  Forge,  29  May,  1778. 

Dear  Sib, 
Your  polite  favor  of  the  5th  instant,  I  duly  received, 
and  thank  you  much  for  the  information  contained  in 
it.  At  the  same  time,  I  earnestly  request  that  you 
will  indulge  me  with  an  excuse  for  not  answering  it 
before.  A  constant  crowd  of  business,  and  the  inter- 
vention of  a  variety  of  circumstances,  have  been  the 
cause,  and  not  an  inattention  to  the  rules  of  civihty  or 
to  those  of  friendship. 

Your  letter  gave  me  the  first  intimation  of  the  dis- 
agreement between  our  commissioners.  The  event  is 
disagreeable  and  painful ;  and,  unless  they  can  bring 
themselves  to  hai-monize,  their  proceedings  will  not 
probably  consult  the  public  interest,  so  well  as  they 
otherwise  might.  It  is  certain,  they  will  not  have  that 
degree  of  respect,  either  at  home  or  abroad.  Their 
embassy  is  a  most  interesting  one,  and  may  involve 
consequences  which  will  lead,  in  no  small  degree,  to 
the  happiness  or  misery  of  their  country.  I  hope  re- 
flection and  a  due  consideration  will  set  them  right.* 

The  act  of  the  22d  of  April  wUl  certainly  require  the 
commissioners,  t  if  they  come  at  all,  to  be  vested  with 
much  more  ample  powers  than  Lord  North's  bills  pro- 
fessed, or  their  mission  will  be  ridiculously  mortifying. 
Indeed  men,  who  would  come  out  under  the  powers 
expressed  in  the  bills,  after  all  that  has  passed,  deserve 
to  be  mortified  in  the  extreme.  I  am  happy  the  report 
and  consequent  resolution  were  previous  to  the  treaty 

*  The  history  of  the  doin^  of  tho  American  commissionera  in  Paris, 
and  of  their  disagreements,  may  be  found  in  tho  first  volume  of  tho 
Diplomatjt  Coj-respondence  of  the  American  Mevol-uHon. 

t  The  British  commissioners  expected  from  England, 
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and  alliance  with  France  being  known.  The  Parlia- 
ment have  been  so  much  parties  to  this  war,  and  to 
all  the  proceedings  respecting  it,  that  it  would  seem 
the  Crown  itself  has  no  authority,  either  to  continue  or 
to  end  it,  or  to  do  any  thing  else,  without  their  express 
concurrence. 

I  sincerely  wish  the  mOitary  arrangement  to  be  com- 
pleted. The  delay  is  attended  with  great  inconvenience 
and  injury.  While  it  remains  open,  our  whole  system 
cannot  but  be  imperfect.  I  know  that  Congress  have 
a  variety  of  important  matters  to  call  their  attenion; 
but,  I  assure  you,  there  are  few  if  any  that  are  more 
interesting  than  this.  The  question  of  half-pay  being 
decided,  I  shaU  not  trouble  you  with  a  further  dis- 
cussion of  the  subject.  It  must  be  granted,  however, 
that,  in  the  situation  of  our  affairs,  the  measure  or 
something  substantially  the  same  had  become  neces- 
sary. Nor  can  I,  after  balancing  in  mj  mind  and  giving 
the  subject  the  fairest  consideration  I  am  capable  of, 
esteem  it  unjust.  I  assure  you.  Sir,  however  we  may 
have  differed  in  sentiment  on  this  point,  I  am  fully 
convinced  that  the  strictest  candor  forms  a  part  of  your 
character,  and  request  you  to  believe,  that  I  am,  with 
great  attachment  and  esteem,  &lc.* 

*  President  LaureHS  waa  strongly  opposed  to  tlie  scheme  of  half-pay 
for  life.  In  this  respect  he.  waa  somewhat  singular,  as  nearly  all  the 
southern  delegates  were  its  advocates.  His  reasons  ivere  contained  in 
the  letter,  to  which  the  above  was  an  answer. 

"  I  view  the  scheme,"  says  he,  "  as  altogether  unjust  and  unconsti- 
tutional in  its  nature,  and  full  of  dangerous  consequences.    It  is  an  un- 
happy dilemma  to  which  ive  seem  to  be  reduced  ;  provide  for  your  officers 
t  rm    d   tat  d  t    y  1  11  th         I     M        lli         m     g  tl 

tbhhp  fffi  mkth  partbdythp 

d  d  f     by  th    h       t  J     m      y       d     tl  f  ti        f  11         t 

myti  dfwl        I  qllm       p  5g       dfl 

f      t  t  d  i      Itl  1         V  y       3  i  Th  t        h 

p  w  11   b      ag       t  th    g    in     f  th      p     pi     h       b  ly 
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P.  S.  I  most  sincerely  wish,,  that  Congress  would 
lay  the  charge,  and  order  the  trial  of  the  major-generals 
in  disgrace.  St.  Clair  is  exceedingly  uneasy  and  dis- 
tressed at .  the  delay ;  and  with  pain  I  add,  that  the 
proceeding,  or  more  properly  not  proceeding,  in  this 
matter,  is  looked  upon  as  cruel  and  oppressive. 


TO   MAJOR-GENERAL   GATES. 

VaUej  Forge,  99  May,  1773. 

Sir, 

If  the  States  will  not  or  cannot  send  their  quota  of 
troops  into  the  field,  it  is  no  fault  of  mine.  I  have 
been  urgent  in  my  requisitions  on  that  head ;  and  what- 
ever consequences  may  arise  from  the  deficiency,  they 
will  not,  I  trust,  be  chargeable  on  me.     I  cannot  detach 

Indeed  thej  have  furnished  strong  ground  for  opposition  aga     t         ra 
mediate  compliance  with  the  demand.     If  we  cannot  make  j    t 
of  the  piUara,  necessity  may  be  submitted  to  at  present ;  but     p  bl 
will  at  a  proper  time  withdraw  a  grant,  which  shall  appear  to  i         h 
extorted.     Were  I  in  private  conversation  with  an  officer  on  th     p      t 
I  should  not  deepdr  of  fairly  balancing  every  grievance  he  mi^ht      pp 
to  be  peculiar  to  tlio  army,  by  instances  of  losses  and  inc 
in  my  own  property  and  person  ;  and  I  count  myself  very  h  ppy      m 
pared   with  thousands,   who  have  ijs  faithfully  adhered  to  o         "o      ^ 
compact. 

"  W    Id  t     C    1   g     tlemen  had  followed  the  noble,  patrioti  mpl 

fth      C  dmhitHwp  many  of  tliL.  g    tl 

n  w        my         t  mpl  1        (f     I  k         m     y       tl    whom  Id         t 

)  t     th  pt  f  1  if  p  y         t  b  t  d  to  by  1  d  w        d 

phan      f     Id    rs  ivh    h  d  bl  d       d  di  d  hy  th  ir  sides,  shacHed  with 
dh        fb  Iddfmthpil        of  serving  in  offices' 

wthth      fllwt     nhtd  ry  Ho'iise  of  Assembly 

as  the  drones  and  incumbrances  of  society,  pointed  at  by  boys  and  girls, 
—  'There  goes  a  man,  who  lohs  me  every  year  of  part  of  my  pittance.' 
I  think.  Sir,  I  do  not  overstr^n.  This  wiU  bo  tlie  language  of  republi- 
cans. How  pungent,  when  applied  to  gentlemen,  who  shall  have  stepped 
from  the  army  into  a  good  remaining  estate  !  How  much  deeper  to 
some,  who,  in  idleness  and  by  peculation,  have  amassed  estates  in  the 
war!  I  am  most  heartily  disposed  to. distinguish  the  gallant  officer  and 
VOL.  V.  49  G  G 
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the  reinforcement  you  request.  The  enemy  are  yet 
in  possession  of  Philadelphia  in  full  force,  and  we  have 
near  four  thousand  men  in  this  camp  sick  of  the  small- 
pox and  other  disorders.  I  have  sent  the  whole  of 
the  Jersey  troops  to  that  State,  to  harass  the  enemy 
in  their  march,  in  case  they  proceed  to  New  York  by 
land ;  and  General  Maxwell,  who  commands  them,  is 
ordered,  as  soon  as  they  shall  have  passed  through,  or 
the  moment  he  is  informed  that  they  are  embarked,  to 
repair  with  all  possible  expedition  to  Newburg,  and 
take  your  directions.  The  whole  of  the  army,  besides, 
is  under  marching  orders,  and,  as  soon  as  Philadelphia 
is  evacuated,  will  move  as  fast  as  circumstances  will 
admit  towards  the  North  River.  I  have  written  to 
Colonel  Sheldon,  and  directed  him  to  proceed  imme- 
diately with  his  regiment  to  Fishkill. 

I  am,  Sir,  your  most  obedient  servant. 


TO    GOVERMOR   CLINTON. 

Valley  Forgo,  99  May,  1778. 
Dear  Sir, 
Some  days  ago  I  received  your  favor  of  the  8th  in- 
stant, and  am  much  obliged  by  the  measures  you  have 

soldier  'by  the  most  liberal  nark  of  eiteeni,  and  desirouB  ot  making 
proper  proMbion  for  all,  wiij  ^h'^]l  stand  in  need  I  would  not  except 
c^en  aome  ot  the  bravp,  wh  ae  exponsc"  have  been  prmcclj  in  eiktrava 
ganee,  while  they  complained  of  insufhciency  of  paj  " 

The  opmiona  and  arguments  of  President  Laurens,  m  cppositioii  to 
thp  schpme  of  half  pay,  are  expressed  much  more  at  largp  in  a  letter 
from  him  to  Go\ei'nor  Liiingaton,  who  declared  himself  a  disciple  of 
the  same  school  In  my  private  judgment,"  said  the  Governor,  "  I 
should  be  totally  agamat  the  plan  of  allowing  the  officers  half  pay  aftpi 
the  war,  it  is  i  \ery  permLious  precedent  in  republican  States,  will 
load  us  in th  an  immeuiP  debt,  and  render  the  pensioners  themsehea  in 
a  great  measure  iisele'js  to  thtir  country  "  — Sedow  ick's  Lije  <^f  nilham 
Umngston,  pp  272, 281 
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taken  to  recover  the  box*  I  am  happy  to  find,  by  a 
letter  from  General  Schuyler,  that  the  Indian  nations, 
which  had  discovered  an  unfriendly  disposition,  seem 
to  be  well  affected,  and  to  afford  grounds  to  hope  for 
a  friendly  alliance  between  us.  If  this  can  be  effected, 
or  if  we  can  only  keep  them  from  falling  upon  our 
frontiers,  it  would  be  a  fortunate  circumstance ;  as  we 
may  not  only  then  employ  nearly  the  whole  of  the 
Continental  force,  wherever  Sir  Henry  Clinton's  move- 
ments require  it,  but  also  derive  greater  aid  from  the 
militia  in  cases  of  exigency.  Our  treaty  and  alhance 
with  France,  when  well  understood  by  them,  I  am  per- 
suaded will  have  a  favorable  influence  on  their  conduct. 
That  the  enemy  mean  to  evacuate  Philadelphia  is 
almost  reduced  to  a  certainty.  It  is  as  much  so,  as 
an  event  can  be,  that  is  contingent.  Their  baggage 
and  stores  are  nearly  if  not  all  embarked ;  and,  from 
our  intelligence,  there  is  reason  to  conclude,  that  many 
days  will  not  elapse  before  they  abandon  it.  All  ac- 
counts concur,  that  New  York  will  be  the  place  of 
their  first  destination.  Whether  they  will  move  by  sea 
or  land  cannot  be  ascertained ;  but  the  weight  of  cir- 
cumstances is  in  favor  of  the  latter.  I  have  sent  a 
brigade  to  Jersey,  which,  with  the  militia  I  expect  will 
collect  under  General  Dickinson,  I  hope  will  give  them 
some  small  annoyance ;  more  cannot  be  done.  If  the 
States  had  furnished  their  quota  of  men,  or  any  thing 
like  it,  and  the  great  departments  of  quartermaster  and 
commissary  had  not  been  in  a  state  of  almost  inex- 
tricable confusion,  a  more  favorable  opportunity  could 


P  t 

tly      1 


g  ti     bj  ,  had  b.en  solicited. 
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not  have  presented  itself  for  giving  the  troops  in  Phil- 
adelphia a  decisive  stroke.  After  the  enemy  have 
passed  through  Jersey,  if  that  should  be  their  route, 
or  embarked,  the  brigade,  which  is  there,  is  ordered 
to  proceed  with  al!  possible  expedition  to  Newburg; 
and  the  main  body  if  not  the  whole  of  this  army  will 
move  immediately  after  the  same  way.  This  I  mention 
for  your  ovm  information.  I  thank  you  much  for  your 
exertions  to  complete  your  battalions.  Colonel  Mal- 
com's  regiment  will  proceed  with  the  rest  of  the  army, 
and  will  then  have  an  opportunity  of  recruiting. 

I  am,  dear  Sir,  Slc. 


TO   LANDOW   CARTER. 

Valley  Forge,  30  May,  1778. 

My  psar  Sir, 

I  thank  you  much  for  your  kind  and  affectionate 
remembrance  and  mention  of  me,  and  for  that  solici- 
tude for  my  welfare,  which  breathes  through  the  whole 
of  your  letters.  Were  I  not  warm  in  my  acknowledg- 
ments for  your  distinguished  regard,  I  should  feel  that 
sense  of  ingratitude,  which  I  hope  will  never  constitute 
a  part  of  my  character,  nor  find  a  place  in  my  bosom. 
My  friends  therefore  may  believe  me  sincere  in  my 
professions  of  attachment  to  them,  whilst  Providence 
has  a  just  claim  to  my  humble  and  grateful  thanks, 
for  its  protection  and  direction  of  me,  through  the 
many  difiicult  and  intricate  scenes,  which  this  contest 
has  produced ;  and  for  its  constant  interposition  in  our 
behalf,  when  the  clouds  were  heaviest  and  seemed 
ready  to  burst  upon  us. 

To  paint  the  distresses  and  perilous  situation  of  this 
army  in  the  course  of  last  winter,  for  want  of  clothes, 
provisions,  and  almost  every  other  necessary,  essential 
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to  the  well-being,  I  may  say  existence,  of  an  army, 
would  require  more  time  and  an  abler  pen  than  mine ; 
nor,  since  our  prospects  have  so  miraculously  bright- 
ened, shall  I  attempt  it,  or  even  bear  it  in  remembrance, 
further  than  as  a  memento  of  what  is  due  to  the  great 
Author  of  all  the  cai-e  and  good,  that  have  been  ex- 
tended ill  relieving  us  in  difficulties  and  distress. 

The  accounts  which  you  had  received  of  the  acces- 
sion of  Canada  to  the  Union  were  premature.  It  is  a 
measure  much  to  be  wished,  and  I  believe  would  not 
be  displeasing  to  the  body  of  the  people ;  but,  while 
Carleton  remains  among  them,  with  three  or  four  thou- 
sand regular  troops,  they  dare  not  avow  their  senti- 
ments, if  they  really  are  favorable,  without  a  strong 
support.  Your  ideas  of  its  importance  to  our  political 
union  coincide  exactly  with  mine.  If  that  country  is 
not  with  us,  from  its  proximity  to  the  eastern  States,  its 
intercourse  and  connexion  with  the  numerous  tribes  of 
western  Indians,  its  communion  with  them  by  water  and 
other  local  advantages,  it  will  be  at  least  a  troublesome 
if  not  a  dangerous  neighbour  to  us ;  and  ought,  at  all 
events,  to  be  in  the  same  interest  and  pohtics,  as  the 
other  States. 

If  al!  the  counties  in  Virginia  had  followed  the  ex- 
ample of  yours,  it  would  have  been  a  fortunate  circum- 
stance for  this  army;  but  instead  of  fifteen  hundred 
men,  under  the  first  draft,  and  two  thousand  from  the 
second,  we  have  by  an  accurate  return  made  to  me 
four  days  ago  received  only  twelve  hundred  and  forty- 
two  in  the  whole.  Hence,  unless  you  conceive  our 
country*  possessed  of  less  virtue,  or  less  knowledge 
in  the  principles  of  government  than  other  States,  you 

*  That  is,  Virginia,  it  having  been  customary  before  tlie  revolution 
for  people  to  epeak  of  the  colony  in  which  tliey  were  born,  as  their 
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may  account  for  the  multitude  of  men,  which  undoubt- 
edly you  have  heard  our  army  consisted  of,  and  con- 
sequently for  many  things,  which,  without  such  a  key, 
would  seem  mysterious. 

With  great  truth  I  think  I  can  assure  you,  that  the 
information  you  received  from  a  gentleman  at  Sabine 
Hall,  respecting  the  disposition  in  the  northern  officers 
to  see  me  superseded  in  my  command  hy  General 
Gates  is  without  the  least  foundation.  I  have  very  suffi- 
cient reasons  to  think,  that  no  officers  in  the  array  are 
more  attached  to  me,  than  those  from  the  northward, 
and  of  those,  none  more  so  than  the  gentlemen,  who 
were  under  the  immediate  command  of  Gates  last  cam- 
paign. That  there  was  a  scheme  of  this  sort,  in  fact, 
last  fall,  admits  of  no  doubt;  but  it  originated  in  another 
quarter ;  with  three  men,*  who  wanted  to  aggrandize 
themselves.  Finding  no  support,  but,  on  the  contrary, 
that  their  conduct  and  views,  when  seen  into,  were 
likely  to  undergo  severe  reprehension,  they  slunk  back, 
disavowed  the  measure,  and  professed  themselves  my 
warmest  admirers.  Thus  stands  the  matter  at  present. 
Whether  any  members  of  Congress  were  privy  to  this 
scheme,  and  inclined  to  aid  and  abet  it,  I  shall  not 
take  upon  me  to  say ;  but  I  am  well  informed,  that 
no  whisper  of  the  kind  was  ever  heard  in  Congress. 

The  drafts  of  bUIs  as  mentioned  by  you,  and  which 
have  since  passed  into  accounts  of  British  legislation, 
are  so  strongly  marked  with  folly  and  villany,  that  one 
can  scarcely  tell  which  predominates,  or  how  to  be 
surprised  at  any  act  of  a  British  minister.  This  last 
trite  performance  of  Master  North's  is  neither  more  nor 
less  than  an  insult  to  common  sense,  and  shows  to 
what  extremity  of  folly  wicked  men  in  a  bad  cause 
are  sometimes  driven;    for  this    "rude  Boreas,"  who 

*  Conway,  Gates,  and  Mifflin. 
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was  to  bring  America  to  his  feet,  knew  at  the  time  of 
drafting  these  bills,  or  had  good  reason  to  believe,  that 
a  treaty  had  actually  been  signed  between  the  court 
of  France  and  the  United  States.  By  what  rule  of 
common  sense,  then,  he  could  expect  that  such  an 
undisguised  ardfice  would  go  down  in  America  I  can- 
not conceive.  But,  thanks  to  Heaven,  the  tables  are 
turned ;  and  we,  I  hope,  shall  have  our  independence 
secured,  in  its  fullest  extent,  without  cringing  to  this 
Son  of  Thunder,  who  I  am  persuaded  will  find  abun- 
dant work  for  his  troops  elsewhere ;  on  which  happy 
prospect  I  sincerely  congratulate  you  and  every  friend 
to  American  liberty. 

I  am  sorry  it  is  not  in  my  power  to  furnish  you  with 
the  letter  required,  which,  with  many  others,  was  writ- 
ten to  show,  that  I  was  an  enemy  to  independence, 
and  with  a  view  to  create  distrust  and  jealousy.  I 
never  had  but  one  of  them,  and  that  I  sent  to  Mrs. 
Washington,  to  let  her  see  what  obliging  folks  there 
are  in  the  worid.  As  a  sample  of  it,  I  enclose  to  you 
another  letter,  written  for  me  to  Mr.  Cusds,  of  the 
same  tenor,  which  I  happen  to  have  by  me.  It  is  no 
easy  matter  to  decide,  whether  the  villany  or  artifice 
of  these  letters  is  greatest.  They  were  written  by  a 
person,  who  had  some  knowledge  or  information  of  the 
component  parts  of  my  family,  and  yet  they  are  so 
deficient  in  circumstances  and  facts,  as  to  run  into 
egregious  misrepresentations  of  both. 

I  have  spun  out  a  long  letter,  and  send  it  to  you 
in  a  very  slovenly  manner;  but,  not  having  time  to  give 
it  with  more  fairness,  and  flattering  myself  into  a  belief, 
that  you  had  rather  receive  it  in  this  dress  than  not  at 
all,  I  shall  make  no  other  apology  for  the  interiineations 
and  scratches  you  will  find  in  it,  than  you  will  please  to 
allow  to  my  hurried  situation.     I  am,  dear  Sir,  &,c. 
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TO   MAJOR- GENERAL   LEE. 

Hend-QTiarterfi,  30  May,  1778. 
Sir, 

Poor's,  Varnum's,  and  Huntington's  brigades  are  to 
march  in  one  division  under  your  command  to  the 
North  River.  The  quartermaster-genera!  will  give  you 
the  route,  encampment,  and  halting-days,  to  which  you 
will  conform  as  strictly  as  possible,  to  prevent  inter- 
fering with  other  troops,  and  that  I  may  know  precisely 
your  situation  every  day.  Leave  as  few  sick  and  lame 
on  the  road  as  possible.  Such  as  are  absolutely  inca- 
pable of  marching  with  you  are  to  be  committed  to 
the  care  of  proper  officers,  with  directions  to  follow  as 
fast  as  their  condition  will  allow. 

Be  strict  in  your  discipline,  suffer  no  rambling,  keep 
the  men  in  their  ranks  and  the  officers  with  their 
divisions,  avoid  pressing  horses  as  much  as  possible, 
and  punish  severely  every  officer  or  soldier,  who  shall 
presume  to  press  without  proper  authority.  Prohibit 
the  burning  of  fences.  In  a  word,  you  are  to  protect 
the  persons  and  property  of  the  inhabitants  from  every 
kind  of  insult  and  abuse. 

Begin  your  march  at  four  o'clock  in  the  morning  at 
the  latest,  that  it  may  be  over  before  the  heat  of  the 
day,  and  that  the  soldiers  may  have  time  to  cook,  re- 
fresh, and  prepare  for  the  ensuing  day.     I  am,  &c. 

P.  S.  June  IStk.  —  The  foregoing  instructions  may 
serve  you  for  general  du-ections,  but  circumstances 
have  varied  since  they  were  written.  You  are  to  halt 
on  the  first  strong  ground  after  passing  the  Delaware 
at  Coryell's  Perry,  tiO  further  orders,  unless  you  should 
receive  authentic  intelligence,  that  the  enemy  have 
proceeded  by  a  direct  route  to  South  Amboy,  or  still 
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lower.  In  this  case  you  will  continue  your  march  to 
the  North  River,  agreeably  to  former  orders,  and  by 
the  route  already  given  you.  If  my  memory  does  not 
deceive  me,  there  is  an  advantageous  spot  of  ground 
at  the  ferry  to  the  right  of  the  road  leading  from  the 
water. 


TO   THE   PRESIDENT   OF   CONGRESS. 

Head-Quarters,  Valley  Forge,  31  May,  1778. 

Sir, 

I  shall  inform  Major  Lee  of  the  new  arrangement 
of  his  corps,  and  will  appoint  the  officers  required.* 
Major  Beatty  is  not  in  camp.  The  letter  addressed 
to  him  shall  be  forwarded  by  the  first  opportunity  to 
Princeton,  where  I  presume  he  will  be  found,  t  That 
for  Captain  Smith  is  already  despatched  to  him.t 

The  enemy  are  yet  in  Philadelphia,  though  the  whole 
chain  of  information  for  several  days  past  afforded 
grounds  to  believe,  that  they  would  have  evacuated 
it  before  now.  I  should  suppose  they  are  nearly  pre- 
pared to  do  it,  though  the  removal  of  the  stores  and 
baggage  of  so  large  an  army  requires  considerable 
time. 

June  \st.  —  I  should  be  glad  to  know,  in  case  Phil- 
adelphia is  evacuated,  whether  any  and  what  hne  of 
conduct  is  to  be   pursued  respecting   the  goods  that 

*  irajor  Lpe's  pirtiaan  corps  of  lig'ht  dragoons  ivab  enlaiged  to  thicc 
comp3ni''t.  instead  ot  t«o,  and  tl  e  appointment  ot  the  idditional  o&eers 
was  referred  to  General  Washington 

\  Sl&jor  John  Ueattj  v/sa  elected  commiBsary  general  of  piisoneis,  m 
the  pki-e  of  Eliaa  Boudinot,  who  had  resigned,  having  lieen  appointed 
a  delegate  in  Congress  from  New  Terscj 

X  Coptam  Rohut  Smith  was  chosen  secrPtary  to  the  Board  of  War, 
in  the  place  ot  C  olonel  WiUunson  resigned     Captain  Smith  did  not  accept 
tlie  appointment,  and  the  ofhce  was  hlled  by  Jo=eph  Nourt.c 
VOL.  V.  50 
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may  be  left.  Such  articles,  as  come  under  the  denomi- 
nation of  pnblic  stores,  will  of  course  be  taken  by  the 
proper  officers  for  the  use  of  the  States.  The  point 
on  which  I  wish  direction  is,  with  respect  to  goods' 
and  merchandise,  private  property.  I  do  not  know 
whether  any  considerable  quantity  may  be  left ;  but  it 
has  been  suggested,  that,  from  an  expectation  of  the 
sort,  there  are  some  bringing  into  light  their  gold  and 
silver  for  the  purpose  of  buying  up.  If  there  should 
■  be  clothing  suitable  for  the  army,  perhaps  there  might 
be  nothing  unjust  in  the  public  taking  the  preference, 
and  Congress  appointing  one  or  two  intelligent,  active 
persons  of  address,  acquainted  with  the  city  and  with 
those  who  have  the  goods,  with  proper  powers  to  pur- 
chase them. 

Whatever  measure  may  be  thought  expedient,  it  will 
be  necessary  to  adopt  it  as  early  as  possible,  as  the 
evacuation  will  probably  take  place  in  a  short  time. 
Mr.  Robert  Morris,  I  should  imagine,  if  the  purchasing 
scheme  is  determined  on,  will  be  able  to  point  out 
proper  persons.  Some  gentlemen  have  mentioned 
Messrs.  Samuel  Howell  and  Thomas  Franklin  as  well 
qualified,  both  on  account  of  their  integrity  and  attach- 
ment to  our  cause,  and  from  their  knowledge  of  the 
city  and  residence  in  it  ever  since  the  enemy  had  the 
possession.     I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c. 


TO   SIR   HEKRY   CLINTON". 

Head-Quarters,  31  May,  1779. 
OIR, 

I  had  the  honor  last  night  to  receive  your  favor  of 
the  30th  instant.  I  am  sorry  that  I  cannot  see  the  ne- 
cessity of  the  interview  you  propose.     If  you,  or  Lord 
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Howe,  have  any  despatches  for  Congress,  and  diink  fit 
to  transmit  them  to  my  care,  they  shall  be 'forwarded 
by  the  earliest  opportunity.  If  you  have  any  for  me 
of  a  military  nature,  for  none  other  can  come  properly 
under  my  consideration,  I  wish  them  to  be  communi- 
cated in  writing,  and  in  the  usual  way.  This  will  pre- 
vent any  trouble  on  the  part  of  Colonel  Paterson,  and 
must  answer,  I  should  suppose,  all  the  purposes  you 
may  have  in  view.    I  have  the  honor  to  be,  Sir,  &o.«- 


TO   MAJOB-OEWERAL   DICKIi'SON. 

Head-Quarters,  Valley  Forge,  5  June,  1778 

IJear  Sir, 
Tour  favor  of  yesterday  came  safe  to  hand.  What 
the  real  designs  of  the  enemy  are,  remains  yet  to  be 
discovered.  Appearances  and  a  thousand  circumstan- 
ces induce  a  belief,  that  they  intend  to  pass  through 
the  Jerseys  to  New  York.  Your  last  intelligence  how- 
ever is  a  let  to  this  opinion,  inasmuch  as  it  contradicts 
a  former  report  of  their  assembling  a  number  of  boats 
m  Prince's  Bay.  That  they  will  either  march  to  Am- 
boy,  and  from  thence  pass  to  Staten  Island,  or  embark 
below  the  chevaux-de-frise  scarcely  admits  of  a  doubt ; 
and  the  fh-st  being  much  the  most  probable,  I  would 
recommend  it  to  you  to  be  in  the  most  perfect  readi- 
ness for  their  reception,  as  you  may  rely  upon  it,  that 
their  march  will  be  rapid  whenever  it  is  begun,  t 

*  sir  Henry  Clinton  tool:  command  of  the  British  army  in  Philadel- 
phra,  on  the  11th  of  May,  in  tire  place  of  Sir  William  Howe,  wlio  shortly 
ailerwards  returned  to  England — See  AppEBrDrs,  No.  XVH. 

t  The  enemy  had  resolved  to  evacuate  PhUadelphia  as  early  as  the 
33d  of  May,  and  perhaps  lefore.  On  that  day  General  Clinton  wrote 
to  Lord  George  Germain,  that  he  had  determined  to  leave  Philadelphia 
and  proceed  to  New  Yorli  with  the  whole  army,  as  soon  as  it  eould  be 
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1  take  the  liberty  of  giving  it  to  you  as  my  opinion, 
also,  that  the  way  to  annoy,  distress,  and  really  injure 
the  enemy  on  their  march  (after  obstructing  the  roads 
as  much  as  possible)  with  militia,  is  to  suffer  them  t(7 
act  in  very  light  bodies.  Were  it  not  for  the  horse, 
I  should  think  the  parties  could  not  be  too  small,  as 
every  man  in  this  case  acts  as  it  were  for  himself,  and 
would,  I  conceive,  make  sure  of  his  man  between 
Cooper's  Ferry  and  South  Amboy,  as  the  enemy's 
guards  in  front,  flank,  and  rear,  must  be  exposed,  and 
may  be  greatly  injured  by  the  concealed  and  well  di- 
rected fire  of  men  in  ambush.  This  kind  of  annoyance 
ought  to  be  incessant  day  and  night,  and  would  I  think 
be  very  effectual.  I  shall  add  no  more,  than  that  I 
am,  with  very  sincere  regard,  dear  Su-,  &c. 

done.    Th    £    t  int    t  t  by        t      I  t  t     1       1  ja  aaer 

the  date  nf  th    1  tt  i        d    b        h  t  f  11      a;  —  ") 

found  it    mp      t      bl     t         bark  ti      f  d      t     I  d  to  New 

York  bywtasth  ttrapt  ht  tie  whole 

et  once,  adthf  tprtfti  lyll        p         on  train, 

and  the  persons  whose  attachment  to  the  government  has  rendered  them 
objects  of  vengeance  to  the  enemy,  most  have  been  leil  behind.  I  am 
to  add  to  this,  that,  if  we  should  afterwardg  have  been  detained  by  con- 
trary winds,  General  Washington  might  have  seized  the  opportunity  of 
maldng  a  decisive  push  at  New  Yort,  all  accounts  ftom  thence  seeming 
to  indicate  an  intent  of  tliat  sort.  These  reasons  have  induced  me  to 
resolve  on  marching  through  Jersey." — MS.  Letters,  May  ^Zd,  June  5ffl, 

General  Clinton  likewise  added,  that  a  large  part  of  the  baggage  and 
stores  of  the  army,  and  valuable  merchandise  necessary  for  the  troops, 
were  already  embarked  on  board  transports ;  and,  also,  that  the  refugees 
were  provided  for  in  those  vessels. 

Orders  for  evacuating  Philadelphia  had  been  sent  by  the  ministry, 
dated  March  31st,  immediately  after  the  French  government  had  puh- 
licly  declared,  that  a  treaty  had  been  made  with  the  United  States. 
Gordon  says  [History,  Vol.  III.  p.  130.),  that  the  order  for  evacuation 
was  brought  out  by  the  commissioners,  and  that  it  was  a  secret  even 
to  them.  But  the  fact  is,  it  was  contained  in  the  inati'uctiona  to  Sir 
Henry  Clinton,  as  the  successor  of  Sir  William  Howe,  and  was  received 
by  him  several  days  before  the  an'ival  of  the  c 
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TO    SIR   HENRT    CLINTON. 

Head-Quarters,  9  June,  1778. 

Sib, 
At  nine  o'clock  this  evening,  I  had  the  honor  to  re- 
ceive your  Excellency's  letter  of  this  date.  I  do  not 
conceive  myself  at  liberty  to  grant  the  passport  you 
request  for  Doctor  Ferguson,  without  being  previously 
instracted  by  Congress  on  the  subject.  I  shall  de- 
spatch a  copy  of  your  letter  to  them ;  and  will  take 
the  earliest  opportunity  of  communicating  their  deter- 
mination.   I  have  the  honor  to  be,  Sir,  &c.* 

*  The  KiDg'a  ship  of  war,  Trident,  of  sixty-four  guns,  having  on 
board  tiie  commissioners  for  carrying  into  effect  Lord  Nortli's  itHle,  ar- 
Ticed  in  the  Delaware  River  on  the  4th  of  June.  The  commissioners 
ivere  the  Earl  of  Carliale,  George  Johnstone,  and  William  Eden.  To 
these  were  joined  Lord  Howe  and  Sir  William  Howe,  hut  they  did  not 
act,  tho  former  heing  chiefly  with  the  fleet,  and  the  latter  having  re- 
turned to  England,  General  Clinton  took  the  place  of  General  Howe 
in  the  commission.  Dr.  Adam  Ferguson,  Professor  of  Moral  Philosophy 
in  the  University  of  Edinburgh,  was  the  secretary. 

Afl^r  the  arrival  of  the  commissioners  in  Philadelphia,  General  Clinton 
wrote  to  Washington  requesting  a  passport  for  Dr.  Ferguson  to  proceed 
to  Congress  with  despatches.  This  request  was  declined,  and  the  letter 
containing  it  was  forwarded  to  Congress.  Not  waiting  for  the  result,  the 
commissioners  forwarded  their  papers  to  Congress,  which  were  received 
on  the  13th  of  June,  at  the  moment  they  were  debating  on  a  proper 
reply  to  General  Clinton's  request  for  a  passport.  Among  olJier  papers 
in  the  packet  was  an  Mdress  to  the  Congress,  which  the  President  was 
desired  to  read  immediately.  He  proceeded  in  reading  it,  till  he  came 
to  a.  part  containing  strong  expressions  of  disrespect  to  the  Eing  of 
PVanoo,  when  he  was  inteiTupted,  and  the  House  directed  him  to  seal 
up  the  papers,  and  adjourned.  The  subject  waa  again  resumed,  and  on 
the  17th  a  reply  was  ordered  to  he  returned  to  the  commissioners,  signed 
by  the  President,  the  substance  of  which  was  in  accordance  with  the 
former  proceedings  in  regard  to  Lord  North's  hills.  No  encouragement 
was  held  out,  that  a  conciliation  could  possibly  be  effected  on  the  prof- 
fered terms.  After  expressing  a  readiness  to  make  peace  whenever 
the  King  of  Great  Britain  should  manifest  a  sincere  disposition  for  that 
purpose,  the  President  of  Congress  added,  —  "  The  only  solid  proof  of 
this  disposition  will  be,  an  explicit  acknowledgment  of  the  Independence 
of  these  States,  or  the  witlidrawing  of  his  fleets  and  armies."  To  neither 
VOL.  V.  H  H 
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TO   JOHN   AUGUSTINE   WASHINGTON. 

Camp,  near  Valley  Forge,  10  June,  1778. 

Dear  Brother, 

We  have  been  kept  in  anxious  expectation  of  the 
enemy's  evacuating  Philadelphia  for  upwards  of  fourteen 
days ;  and  I  was  at  a  loss,  as  they  had  embarked  all 
their  baggage  and  stores  on  board  transports,  and  had 
passed  all  those  transports,  a  few  only  excepted,  below 
the  chevaux-de-frise,  to  account  for  their  delay  ;  when, 
behold,  on  Friday  last  the  additional  commissioners, 
to  wit,  Lord  Carhsle,  Governor  Johnstone,  and  Mr. 
Wilham  Eden,  arrived  at  the  city.  Whether  this  has 
heretofore  been  the  cause  of  the  delay,  I  shall  not 
undertake  to  say,  but  more  than  probably  it  will  de- 
tain them  for  some  days  to  come.     They  give  out,  as 

of  these  conditions  was  it  in  the  power  of  the  commissioners  to  accede  ; 

and  much  leas  was  it  the  intention  of  Parliament  to  grant  either  of  them. 

There  was  no  rational  hope,  therefore,  of  any  success  to  the  negotiation, 

or  even  of  a  formal  heglnning.  —  MS.  Letter  from  President  Lawtns  to 
General  Washington,  June  14ik.  —  Journals,  Idth,  17ih. 
Adolphus,  in  his  Mslory  of  England,  (Vol.  III.  4th  efl.  p.  89,)  says, 

"  Application  was  made  to  General  Wasliington  for  a  passport  for  Dr. 
Ferguson,  to  convey  overtures  to  Congress,  but  tills  favor  was  harshly 
vefused,  and  the  letters  of  the  commissioners  fonvai'ded  hy  common 
military  posts."  And  then  he  speaks  of  the  "  wanton  insolence  of  this 
proceeding."  Such  coarseness  of  language  and  illitierality  of  sentiment 
would  seem  nnwoctby  of  notice,  if  they  were  not  from  a  respectable 
source.  In  truth  the  passport  was  not  refused,  but  General  Washington 
thought  it  not  consistent  with  his  duty  to  grant  it,  witliout  the  previous 
approbation  of  Congress,  Before  an  answer  could  possibly  be  received, 
the  commissioners  sent  out  their  despatches  through  the  usual  channel 
of  a  flag.  The  above  letter  to  Sir  Henry  Clinton  is  a  sufficient  com- 
ment on  the  charge  of  insolence.  It  is  needless  to  say,  that  this  writer 
is  astonished  at  the  blindness  and  obstinacy  of  the  Americans,  in  not 
acceding  to  the  terms  of  the  commissioners,  which,  in  his  opinion,  "  prof- 
fered more  real  freedom,  than,  under  all  circumstances,  could  bo  ex- 
pected to  flow  from  an  acquiescence  in  their  unsupported  independence." 
Party  prejudice  and  national  antipathy  are  but  indifferent  qualifications 
for  a  historian. 
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I  understand,  that  we  may  make  our  own  terms,  pro- 
vided we  will  return  to  our  dependence  on  Great 
Britain.  But  if  this  be  their  expectation,  and  they  have 
no  other  powers  than  the  Acts  give  them,  which  we 
have  seen,  there  will  be  no  great  trouble  in  managing 
a  negotiation,  nor  will  there  be  much  time  spent  in  the 
business,  I  apprehend.  They  talk  as  usual  of  a  great 
reinforcement,  but  whether  the  situation  of  affairs  be- 
tween them  and  Prance  will  admit  of  this,  is  not  quite 
so  clear.  My  wishes  lead  me,  together  with  other 
circumstances,  to  believe  that  they  will  find  sufficient 
employment,  for  their  reinforcements  at  least,  in  other 
quarters.  Time,  however,  will  discover  and  reveal 
things  more  fully  to  us. 

Out  of  your  first  and  second  drafts,  by  which  we 
ought  to  have  had  upwards  of  thirty-five  hundred  men 
for  the  regiments  from  your  State,  we  have  received 
only  twelve  hundred  and  forty-two  in  all.  I  need  only 
mention  this  fact,  in  proof  of  what  other  States  do ; 
of  our  prospects  also ;  and  as  a  criterion  by  which  you 
may  form  some  esdmate  of  our  real  numbers  when  you 
hear  them,  as  I  doubt  not  you  often  do,  spoken  of 
in  magnified  terms.  From  report,  however,  I  should 
do  injustice  to  the  States  of  Maryland  and  New  Jersey, 
were  I  not  to  add,  that  they  are  likely  to  get  their 
regiments  nearly  completed.  The  extreme  fatigue  and 
hardships,  which  the  soldiers  underwent  in  the  course 
of  the  winter,  added  to  the  want  of  clothes  and  pro- 
visions, have  rendered  them  very  sickly,  especially  in 
the  brigade  you  have  mentioned  (of  North  Carolina). 
Many  deaths  have  happened  in  consequence,  and  yet 
the  army  is  in  exceedingly  good  spirits. 

You  have  doubdess  seen  a  publication  of  the  treaty 
with  France,  and  the  message  of  the  King  of  France 
by  his  ambassador  to  the  court  of  London,  with  the 


,dhy  Google 


400  WASHINGTON'S   WRITINGS.  [iET,  46, 

King's  speech  to  Parliament  and  their  addresses  upon 
the  occasion.  If  one  were  to  judge  of  the  temper  of 
these  courts  from  the  above  documents,  war  I  should 
think  must  have  commenced  long  before  this  time  ;  and 
yet  the  commissioners  say,  that  it  had  not  taken  place 
on  the  28th  of  April,  and  that  the  differences  between 
the  two  courts  were  likely  to  be  accommodated.  But 
I  believe  not  a  word  of  it. 

I  am  sorry  to  hear  of  Billy  Washington's  ill  health, 
but  hope  he  is  recovering.  Mrs.  "Washington  left 
this  place  the  day  before  yesterday  for  Mount  Vernon. 
My  love  to  my  sister  and  the  family  is  most  sincerely 
offered,  and  I  am,  with  the  truest  regard  and  affection, 
yours,  &.C. 


TO   THE   PBESIDEKT   OF  C0:NGBESS, 

II  June,  1778. 
Dear  Sir, 
I  thank  you  for  your  favor  of  the  8th,  which  was 
duly  received.  I  must  take  the  freedom  to  hint  to 
you,  that  if  in  the  packets  transmitted  by  this  convey- 
ance there  are  any  letters  for  persons,  with  whom  you 
are  not  acquainted,  or  in  whose  firmness  and  attach- 
ment you  have  not  an  entire  confidence,  it  may  not 
be  improper  to  open  them.  This,  I  am  persuaded, 
would  be  the  case.  However,  I  am  the  more  induced 
to  mention  it,  as  the  obvious,  nay  almost  sole  design 
of  several  letters,  which  have  come  to  my  hands,  is  to 
give  the  commissioners  the  most  favorable  characters 
for  candor  and  mtegrity,  and  to  establish  a  belief,  that 
they  have  the  most  competent  and  extensive  powers. 
The  letters  coming  sealed  was  sufficient  to  awaken 
my  suspicions,  and  I  shall  not  transmit  a  single  one 


,dhy  Google 


P^rtIL]      the   AMERICAN   REVOLUTION.  401 

of  this  complexion.     I  am  convinced  that  you  and  I 
move  on  the  same  principle,  and  therefore  I  am  cer- 
tain that  I  hazard  nothing  in  taking  this  liberty. 
i  am,  dear  Sir,  with  great  friendship  and  esteem,  &c.* 


TO   WILLIAM   EDEW,   COMMISSIOITER   PROM   THK  COURT 
OP   GREAT   BRITAIN   TO   AMERICA. 

Head-Qunrters,  13  June,  1778. 

Sib, 

On  Wednesday  evening  I  had  the  honor  to  receive 
your  polite  favor  of  the  9th  instant.  If  an  occasion 
shall  present  itself  of  an  interview  with  Dr.  Fergu- 
son, you  may  rely,  Sir,  I  shall  esteem  myself  happy  in 
showing  him  the  civilities  due  to  his  literary  and  social 
character.  I  thank  you  much  for  your  care  of  the  let- 
ters addressed  to  myself.  The  one  from  your  brother, 
Sir  Robert,  gave  me  particular  satisfaction,  as  it  not 

-  It  n-iil  lie  ob-eiied  that  this  letter,  aJthough  addrPssed  to  the  Prpsi 
dt-nt  of  f  ongiesa,  wbs  etrictly  of  a  puvate  nature,  and  not  intended  to 
be  communicated  to  the  Hou^e  There  arp  spictal  of  this  Lmd,  par 
ticukrly  dunng  the  presidency  of  Mr  Laurent,,  i^hith  -nill  b«  readily 
disco^erpd  by  their  contents  The  abD^e  letter  ivas  accompanied  Hith 
the  despatches!  from  the  commissioners,  ind  many  puvate  letters  from 
England  to  mPmbeis  of  Congress  and  others  In  his  leplj,  President 
Laorens  iirote  ,  — "  Yesterday  there  was  an  extraordinary  motion  on  our 
floor  for  calling  upon  members  to  kj  bsfore  Congress  such  letters  ao 
they  had  received  from  the  commissioners  and  other  persons,  meaning 
persons  in  Great  Britain,  on  politi  al  subject-.  I  could  not  forbear 
offermg  some  objections ,  it  appeared  to  be  a  dingeriiis  attempt  to 
btretcb  the  powei  of  Congres-.  My  letters  had  been  read  hv  many 
members,  and  weie  at  the  serMce  of  every  gentleman,  who  should  re- 
qup'it  a  pcru=al,  but  I  could  neier  consent  to  have  my  property  taken 
Irrm  me  b\  an  order  fiom  my  felloK  citizens  destitute  of  authoiitj  fot 
Uie  purpose  This  circumstance,  and  some  rem-uks  which  followed, 
ha\p  mduu-d  me  to  put  Governor  Johnstone's  letter  and  my  intended 
answer  into  Mt  Drajton's  hands,  who  la  collecting  raatenab  Ijv  di- 
plaungthe  goiemoi  s  good  dc>ign^"  —  M'^   Latter,  June  18(fi 

VOL.  V.  5!  HH* 
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only,  excited  a  pleasing  remembrance  of  our  past  inti- 
macy and  friendship,  during  his  residence  in  this  coun- 
try, but  also  served  to  show,  that  they  had  not  been 
impaired  by  an  opposition  of  political  sentiments.* 
And  you  will  permit  me  to  add,  that  if  the  situation 
of  national  affairs  would  admit,  I  should  be  no  less 
desirous  of  cultivating  your  acquaintance,  than  you 
would  be  of  mine. 

With  respect  to  the  other  letters,  I  shall  transmit 
them  to  the  persons  to  whom  they  are  directed,  as 
opportunities  may  offer.  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with 
great  personal  respect.  Sir,  &c. 


TO   GOVERiyOR  JOHNSTONE,   COMMISSIOSER  TROM  THE 
COURT   OF    GREAT   BRITAIN   TO   AMERICA,  f 

Head-Quarters,  13  June,  1?78. 

Sir, 
I  have  had  the  honor  to  receive  your  very  obliging 
letter  of  the  10th  instant.  The  sentiments  you  are 
pleased  to  entertain  of  me  cannot  but  be  extremely 
flattering,  separated  as  we  are  by  the  circumstaoces  of 
our  political  stations,  and  they  have  a  just  claim  to  my 
warmest  acknowledgments.  If  in  the  course  of  events 
an  opportunity  should  be  afforded  me,  you  may  be  as- 
sured I  shall  take  pleasure  in  showing  Dr.  Ferguson 
every  civility  it  may  be  in  my  power  to  render. 

*  Sir  Robert  Eden   had   been  for  several  years   governor  of  Miiiy- 

f  George  Johnstone  waa  a  Scotchman  by  birth,  and  was  in  UiE  first 
part  of  his  life  attached  to  the  naval  service,  in  which  he  rose  to  the 
rank  of  post-captain.  In  1763  he  was  appointed  Governor  of  West 
Florida,  and  he  seems  to  have  formed  acquaintances  in  other  parts  of 
Amerioa.  After  liis  return  to  England  he  became  a  member  of  Parlia- 
ment, and  was  commonly  called  Governor  Johnstone. 
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I  shall  ever  be  happy  to  relieve  the  anxiety  of  parted 
friends ;  and  where  letters  are  calculated  either  to  this 
end,  or  to  effect  matters  of  mere  private  concern,  they 
will  have  the  earhest  conveyance.  I  have  the  honor 
to  be,  with  much  personal  esteem  and  regard,  &,c. 


TO   MAJOR-GENERAL   GATES. 

Head-Quarters,  Valley  Forge,  12  June,  1778. 

Sir, 
I  have  your  favor  of  the  8th  instant,  with  its  several 
enclosures.  Whether  the  intention  of  the  enemy  is  to 
make  the  present  campaign  offensive  or  defensive,  time 
alone  must  discover ;  but  if  the  former,  I  cannot  think 
they  mean  to  operate  against  the  eastern  States  in  any 
other  manner,  than  by  laying  waste  their  coast  and 
destroying  their  seaport  towns.  They  will  never  ven- 
ture into  a  country  full  of  people,  whom  they  have 
always  found  ready  to  give  them  the  most  spirited 
opposition.  Should  the  North  River  be  their  object, 
I  can,  as  I  have  mentioned  in  my  former  letters,  march 
such  a  part  of  this  army  thither  by  the  time  they  can 
reach  it,  that  they  will  not  be  able  to  effect  any  thing 
by  a  coup  de  main.* 

The  arrival  of  the  commissioners  from  Great  Britain, 
upon  the  7th  instant,  seems  to  have  suspended  the 
total  evacuation  of  Philadelphia.  The  transports,  ex- 
cept a  few  store-ships  and  victuallers,  have  fallen  down 
the  river,  and  many  of  the  troops  are  in  Jersey,  where 
they  have  thrown  over  a  number  of  their  horses  and 


*  General  Gs.tee  had  expressed  an  opinion,  tliat  during  tlie  ensiling 
campaign  the  enemy  would  operate  up  the  North  Rivor  ond  an-ainst  the 
eastern  States, 
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wagons.  They  seem  to  be  w^ting  until  the  commis- 
sioners shall  have  announced  themselves  to  Congress, 
and  found  whether  a  negotiation,  under  their  present 
powers,  can  be  brought  about.  They  asked  liberty, 
upon  the  9th,  to  send  their  secretary,  Dr.  Ferguson,  to 
Yorktown;  but,  not  knowing  whether  this  would  be 
agreeable  to  Congress,  I  refused  the  request  until  I 
should  know  their  sentiments.     I  am,  &c. 


TO   MAJOK-GENEHAL   CHARLES   LEE. 

Head-Quarters,  15  Juno,  1778. 

Dear  Sir, 

I  have  received  your  letter  of  this  date,  and  thank 
you,  as  I  shall  any  officer,  over  whom  I  have  the  honor 
to  be  placed,  for  his  opinion  and  advice  in  matters  of 
importance;  especially  when  they  proceed  from  the 
fountain  of  candor,  and  not  from  a  captious  spirit,  or  an 
itch  for  criticism. 

No  man  can  be  more  sensible  of  the  defects  of  our 
present  arrangement,  than  I  am ;  no  man  more  sen- 
sible of  the  advantage  of  having  the  commander  and 
commanded  of  every  corps  well  known  to  each  other, 
and  the  army  properly  organized.  Heaven  and  my 
own  letters  to  Congress  can  witness,  on  the  one  hand, 
how  ardently  I  have  labored  to  effect  these  points 
during  the  past  winter  and  spring ;  the  army,  on  the 
other,  bears  witness  to  the  effect.  Suspended  between 
the  old  and  new  establishments,  I  could  govern  myself 
by  neither  with  propriety ;  and  the  hourly  expectation 
of  a  committee,  for  the  purposes  of  reducing  some  regi- 
ments and  changing  the  establishment  of  all,  rendered 
a  mere  temporary  alteration  unnecessary,  which  from 
its  uncertainty  and  shortness  could  effect  no  valuable 
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end.  That  I  had  a  power  to  shift  regiments  and  alter 
brigades  every  day,  if  I  chose  to  do  it,  I  never  enter- 
tained a  doubt;  but  the  efficacy  of  the  measure  I  have 
very  much  questioned,  as  frequent  changes,  without 
apparent  causes,  are  rather  ascribed  to  caprice  and 
whim,  than  to  stability  and  judgment. 

The  mode  of  shifting  the  major-generals  from  the 
command  of  a  division,  in  the  present  tranquil  state  of 
affairs,  to  a  more  important  one  in  action  and  other 
capital  movements  of  the  whole  army,  is  not  less  dis- 
agreeable to  my  ideas,  than  repugnant  to  yours,  but 
is  the  result  of  necessity.  For,  having  recommended 
to  Congress  the  appointment  of  lieutenant-generals  for 
the  discharge  of  the  latter  duties,  and  they  having 
neither  approved  nor  disapproved  the  measure,  I  am 
hung  in  suspense ;  and  being  _  unwilling,  on  the  one 
hand,  to  give  up  the  benefits  resuldng  from  the  com- 
mand of  lieutenant-generals  in  the  cases  abovemention- 
ed,  or  to  deprive  the  divisions  of  their  major-generals 
for  ordinary  duty  on  the  other,  I  have  been  led  to  adopt 
a  kind  of  medium  course,  which,  though  not  perfect 
in  itself,  is  in  my  judgment  the  best  that  circumstances 
will  admit  of,  till  Congress  shall  have  decided  upon  the 
proposition  before  them.  Your  remark  upon  the  dis- 
advantages of  an  officer's  being  suddenly  removed  from 
the  command  of  a  division  to  a  wing,  though  not  with- 
out foundation,  as  I  have  before  acknowledged,  does 
not  apply  so  forcibly  in  the  present  case,  as  you  seem 
to  think.  There  is  no  major-general  in  this  army,  that 
is  not  pretty  well  known,  and  who  may  not,  if  he 
chooses,  soon  become  acquainted  with  such  officers  as 
may  be  serviceable  to  him.  Their  commands  being 
announced  in  general  orders,  and  the  army  prepared 
for  their  reception,  a  major-general  may  go  with  the 
same  ease  to  the  command  of  a  wing  consisting  of 
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five  brigades,  as  to  a  division  composed  of  two,  and 
will  be  received  with  as  little  confusion,  since  the 
brigades  remain  perfect  and  no  changes  have  happen- 
ed in  them.* 

Mr.  Boudinot's  conjecture  of  the  enemy's  intention, 
although  it  does  not  coincide  with  mine,  is  nevertheless 
worthy  of  attention;  and  the  evils  of  the  measure  have 
been  guarded  against,  as  far  as  it  has  been  in  my 
power,  by  removing  the  stores  and  provisions  as  fast 
as  possible  from  the  Head  of  Elk  and  the  Susquehanna, 
and  by  exploring  the  country,  surveying  the  roads,  and 
marking  the  defiles  and  strong  grounds ;  an  engineer 
and  three  surveyors  having  been  employed  in  this  work 
nearly  a  month,  though  their  report  is  not  yet  come 
m.  Boats  are  also  prepared  on  the  Susquehanna  for 
the  transportation  of  our  troops,  in  case  we  should  find 
it  necessary  to  move  that  way.  But  nevertheless  it 
gives  me  real  pleasure  to  find  you  have  turned  your 
thoughts  that  way,  and  are  revolving  the  questions 
contained  in  your  letter ;  and  here  let  me  again  assure 
you,  that  I  shall  be  always  happy  in  a  free  communica- 
tion of  your  sentiments  upon  any  important  subject 
relative  to  the  service,  and  only  beg  that  they  may 
come  directly  to  myself.  The  custom,  which  many 
officers  have,  of  speaking  freely  of  things  and  repro- 
bating   measures,   «hich    upon    nne^tigation    may   be 

'  Genera!  Mifflm  had  just  obtained  lea\e  to  bo  abtent  fiom  tlie  army, 
and  proceed  to  Congress,  in  consequence  of  a  le&ohe  paa-pd  on  the 
lltli  ot  June,  directing  General  Washington  to  ordei  an  mqu  ly  to  be 
made  into  his  conduct,  and  that  of  tlie  officers  under  him,  »hile  lio  was 
quartermaster  general  Dr  Gordon  states  this  to  haie  been  the  effect 
of  "some  secret  mantEmres"  of  certain  officers  in  the  army,  who  were 
extiemely  dis^atisfipd  that  General  MifBm  should  come  forward  at  the 
opening  of  the  cimpaign  ti  share  in  its  honors,  after  haiing  escaped 
the  distressea  they  had  sutFerPd  in  « inter  quarters ,  eipecially  as  he  had 
once  tendered  a  resignation  ot  hio  commission,  and  expressed  a  wish  to 
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found  to  be  unavoidable,  is  never  productive  of  good, 
but  often  of  very  mischievous  consequences. 

I  am,  &:c.* 


TO    JOSEPH    REED,    DELEGATE    IN    CONGRESS    FROM 
PENNSYLVANIA. 

Valley  Povgc,  15  Juno,  1778. 

Dear  Sir, 
I  thanli  you  much  for  your  friendly  favor  of  this  date, 
and  your  polite  attention  in  submitting  the  draft  of 
your  letter  to  Governor  Johnstone  to  my  perusal.  I 
return  it  again ;  but,  before  you  transcribe  a  fair  copy, 
I  would  wish  to  see  you  upon  the  subject  of  it.  Per- 
haps there  are  some  parts  of  it  which  might  receive  a 
small  alteration.     In  the  present  situation  of  things,  all 

*  So  adroMy  had  the  British  madE  their  preparations  for  a  romoTal 
f        Phi  d  Ipb"     th  t  "t    as  t  U '   1  t    h       d    btf  1    1  t 

thymtddtprs         P        my  mta  hh 

I  t  I   d  wly   &      ral  Wa..h    gt         as     t  1     oth  1 

thtUytddtmaihtl      glJ       yBtth  ft! 

q   t    d  ff       t        d      ly  til        d  y    b  f      fh  y      t    liy 

dtln         andtkpthl  f  IG  IL  t 

t     th     C  m        d      rn-cl     f       f  11 

My    p  th  t    f  th  y  p     ly  t       t    ff  'j  th  y 

wjli     th         m  d   t  ly  f  m  Phi!  d  Ipl  by      f     t       d         d 

th  OS  f  N       astl         d  th       U       g  t     t!  iit    m     I 

d       tly       d      p  dl     t  wards  L       aat       bj      h    h  is  tl   y      11  dra 

tt         I  tpt  Ibl  tfilt        tmphp 

J   d     d       ta^  tl   t  t!    y      11  1  L  t  1  th  y 

d  th         It        d  ttlpt         til  ptfti 

e    q     J  d    bj  m  tl  tl    (h         hj  t 

d     tthbjf     th     pp        bfnihd     thti     mnsf 
dfdithld       wbt       tth'it       fit 
Th  a  last  pla    I  ment  on  as  a  po     b  1  ty  but  aa  less  probable  than  the 
former 

If  tl  ey  a  e  not  n  a  capac  ty  to  act  offa  s  el5  but  are  still  deter- 
mu  ed  to  keej  foot  ng  an  tl  e  cent  nent  the  e  a  e  strong:  reasons  to 
tl  nil  that  they  n  ill  not  I  tthemsel  e  up  u  to  ns  but  take  possession 
of  some  t  act  of  CO  nt  J  I  i  w  11  afford  tl  em  elbo  v-room  and  suste- 
nance  and  nh   1     s  so  s  t  ated  as  to  bo  tl  e  n  ost  effectually  protected 
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correspondence  of  this  nature  must  and  will  be  weighed 
and  scanned  witli  a  scrupulous  exactness ;  and  even 
compliment,  if  carried  far,  may  not  pass  entirely  un- 
censured. 

There  is  another  consideration,  which  weighs  with 
me.  Congress  at  this  instant,  perhaps,  are  deliberating 
on  an  answer  to  the  address,  which  they  have  received 
from  the  commissioners.  Should  your  letter,  therefore, 
considered  as  coming  from  a  member,  contain  senti- 
ments repugnant  to  theirs,  an  unfavorable  use,  more 
than  probably,  will  be  made  of  it. 

I  am,  dear  Sir,  your  affectionate,  &,c.* 


TO   THE   PRESIDENT    OF   CONGRESS. 

Ilead-Quartera,  ]8  June,  1778. 

Sir, 
Baron  Steuben  will  have  the  honor  to  dehver  you 
this.     I  do  not  know   particularly    the    extent   of  his 

by  their  command  ot  the  vaters,  and  I  baie  pirticulir  iea-.ons  to  thml , 
that  they  have  cast  Iheii  cjce  lor  thi-  puiposp  on  the  lowpr  counties  cf 
Delaware,  and  some  cf  tho  Maryland  counties  on  the  Ea^ftn  ShDie 
If  they  are  resohed  on  this  plan,  it  cortainlj  will  be  very  difficult  to 
prevent  them,  or  remo\c  them  aftmi ards,  aa  their  shipping  will  guc 
them  such  mighty  advantages  Whether  they  do  oi  do  not  adopt  anj 
one  of  these  plana,  there  can  no  inconvenience  ariae  fiom  considenng 
the  aubject,  nor  from  devi'img  means  of  defeating  their  purposes,  on  the 
supposition  that  they  will 

"In  short,  I  think  itviould  be  proper  to  put  these  queries  to  oursehes. 
Should  they  march  directly  towards  Lancaster  and  tlie  Susquehanna,  or 
indirectly  from  Newcastle,  what  are  we  to  do  ?  Should  they,  thougli  it 
is  less  probable,  leave  this  army,  and  even  Lancaster  wide  on  the  right, 
and  endeavour  to  establish  themselves  on  the  lower  parts  of  the  Susque- 
hanna, what  are  we  to  do  ?  And,  should  tliey  act  only  on  the  defensive, 
and  attempt  to  secure  to  themselves  some  such  tract  of  country  as  I 
have  mentioned,  what  measures  are  we  to  pursue  ?  These  are  matters 
I  really  think  worthy  of  consideration,"  —  ;tfS.  Letter,  June  15t/i. 

*  General  Reed  was  probably  at  this  time  in  camp,  as  one  of  the 
9  from  Congress  for  arranging  the  army. 
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business  at  York ;  but,  from  what  he  has  communi- 
cated, it  is  in  part  to  get  the  duties  and  powers  of 
his  appointment  minutely  defined  and  settled.  I  en- 
close a  copy  of  orders  on  the  I5th  instant,  which  were 
issued  to  quiet  the  minds  of  the  general  officers,  and 
to  remove  a  spirit  of  jealousy,  which  but  too  apparently 
was  rising  among  them.  These  contain  my  ideas  of 
the  principal  duties  of  the  inspector's  office,  and,  I 
have  reason  to  think,  are  generally  agreeable  to  the 
army.  While  I  am  on  this  subject,  I  must  do  justice 
to  the  Baron's  intelligence,  zeal,  and  indefatigable  in- 
dustry, from  which  we  have  experienced  very  happy 
effects.     I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &,c. 


TO   THE   PRESIDENT   OF   CONGRESS. 

Head-duarters,  half  after  eleven,  A.M.,  18  June,  1778. 

Sir, 

I  have  the  pleasure  to  inform  Congress,  that  I  was 
this  minute  advised  by  Mr.  Roberts  that  the  enemy 
evacuated  the  city  early  this  morning.  He  was  down 
at  the  Middle  Ferry  on  this  side,  where  he  received 
the  intelhgence  from  a  number  of  citizens,  who  were 
on  the  opposite  shore.  They  told  him  that  about  three 
thousand  of  the  troops  had  embarked  on  board  trans- 
ports. The  destruction  of  the  bridge  prevented  him 
from  crossing.  I  expect  eveiy  moment  official  accounts 
on  the  subject. 

I  have  put  six  brigades  in  motion ;  and  the  rest  of 
the  army  are  preparing  to  follow  with  all  possible  de- 
spatch. We  shall  proceed  towards  Jersey,  and  govern 
ourselves  according  to  circumstances.  As  yet  I  am 
not  fully  ascertained  of  the  enemy's  destination ;  nor 
is  there  wanting  a  variety  of  opinions,  as  to  the  route 

VOL.  V.  52  ri 
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they  Avill  pursue,  whether  it  will  be  by  land  or  sea, 
admitting  it  to  be  to  New  York.  Some  think  it  prob- 
able, in  such  case,  that  the  part  of  their  army,  which 
crossed  the  Delaware,  will  march  down  the  Jersey 
shore  some  distance,  and  then- embark.  There  is  other 
intelligence  corroborating  Mr.  Roberts's,  but  none  official 
is  yet  come.    I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c.* 

P.  S.  A  letter  from  Captain  Mi^Lane,  dated  in  Phil- 
adelphia, this  minute  came  to  hand,  confirming  the 
eracuation. 

AC       I   t  ^^  h  Id      th   1  I    t  J  1   1  ti 

fllwgqt]  ppdbjtlCaid  hif       dd 

d 

Wh  th  y      t    p  ght  t    b         d    t  k  m  t  th  mj 

th        p  t  m  t  Wh  th      th        my     h     Id      m 

th    p     ti       t  h  Id     1 11  tl     fi    1  t         f  tl        tj 

dtljt         dflDIw  "Vlhth         jdthi       tfthU 

b  tt  f         tJhdinthJraj  d  dt         d 

tl  y  f       t  hall      q  d      d  t    t  I       d 

t  f  th  tr     t  r-     If  tl  J  h  tl       E,i    J        y        11    t 

b    p    d     t  t      tt     k  tl  tl  y  1  g  bl    t     p  d  t 

th     N  rth  R  th     m    t   1       t       d  t  m  to 

tl  p    -t     t         m  U      b  t  tl  t  d        th        '^t  t 

I  1  1      Id  b       d  pt  d,  11         bl     th  y  t 

■t  1      th  my         tl  1         11    t   b     p    d     t    wt!    th     ail 

Ih        y  hlyh         [tlf        tiJ        ylutral 

ttkp      tlmajd        Itttb        prtl  g         1 

Tl         bggtnt3fp  gUffi  G  1 

W    h    gt  q      t  d        h  t         mm  t     I  w  t 

whihw  dljd       tl  tdjbtttiUthdddm 

t     f  th  y  h  d  m  d     t  d  tr  bl    that  th  y  d       ing 

thlJrsyTh  pttb  ddthf  tl 

p  di      y    f    tt    li        tl   m         tl        m      h      N      ly     n  th       ffi 
w         pp      d  t  tt    k  t    t  th         q    1  ty    f  f         It 

th       th      ht   t    1     Id  d  p    d  m  t  Th     w      p    h  bl 

th    imp    ss        f  G       aj  W    1       t         I       I     p  t  t!        my  t 

t  th    D  1 
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TO   BRIGADIER-GENERAL    WAYJYE. 

Instructions. 
Sir, 
You  are  to  proceed  with  the  first  and  second  Pennsyl- 
vania regiments,  and  the  brigade  late  Conway's,  by  the 
direct  route  to  Coryell's  Ferry,  leaving  a  proper  interval 
between  your  division  and  General  Lee's,  so  as  to  pre- 
vent their  interfering  with  each  other.  The  instructions 
given  to  General  Lee,  are  to  halt  on  the  first  strong 
ground  after  passing  the  Delaware  at  the  said  ferry, 
until  further  orders  ;  unless  he  should  receive  authentic 
intelJigence,  that  the  enemy  have  proceeded  by  the 
direct  road  to  South  Amboy,  or  still  lower;  in  this 
case  he  is  to  continue  his  march  to  the  North  River. 
Given  at  Head- Quarters,  this  I8th  day  of  June,  1778. 


TO   THE    PRESIDENT   OF  CONGRESS. 

1-Iead-Ciuiu-ters,  six  o'cloclt,  P.  M.,  18  June,  1778. 

Sir, 
Since  I  had  the  honor  of  addressing  you  this  forenoon, 
I  have  received  your  letter  of  the  17th,  with  its  several 
enclosures.  I  am  happy  in  the  approbation  of  Con- 
gress respecting  my  conduct  to  Dr.  Ferguson.  I  could 
not  find,  after  the  maturest  consideradon  on  the  sub- 
ject, that  his  passage  through  the  country  could  be  in 
any  wise  material,  or  answer  any  other  purpose  than  to 
spread  disaffection. 

I  shall  take  every  measure  in  my  power  to  prevent 
an  intercourse  between  the  army  and  the  enemy,  and 
also  between  the  inhabitants  and  the  latter.    You  may 
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rest  assured,  that  whatever  letters  come  from  their 
lines  shall  be,  as  they  ever  have  been,  minutely  m- 
spected ;  and  whenever  they  import  any  thing  of  an 
insidious  cast,  they  shall  be  suppressed.  In  this  I  trust 
I  shall  not  offend  against  any  rule  of  right,  nor  the 
strictest  propriety.  The  letter  for  the  commissioners 
I  shall  transmit  by  the  earliest  opportunity ;  however, 
their  departure  from  Philadelphia  will  prevent  their 
getting  it  as  soon  as  they  otherwise  would  have  done. 
I  cannot  say  that  I  regret  the  delay ;  for  there  is  no 
knowing  to  what  acts  of  depredation  and  ruin  their 
disappointed  ambition  might  have  led.  And  permit  me 
to  add,  that  I  think  there  was  no  other  criterion  for 
Congress  to  go  by,  than  the  one  they  have  adopted. 
The  proceedings  of  the  22d  of  April,  it  is  probable, 
have  reached  Britain  by  this  time,  and  will  show  that 
the  present  powers  of  the  commissioners,  or  at  least 
those  we  are  obliged  to  suppose  them  to  possess,  are 
wholly  incompetent  to  any  valuable  end. 

I  have  appointed  General  Arnold  to  command  in 
Philadelphia,  as  the  state  of  his  wound  will  not  permit 
his  services  in  a  more  active  line.  Colonel  Jackson, 
with  a  detachment  of  troops,  is  to  attend  him ;  and  I 
flatter  myself  that  order  will  be  preserved,  and  the 
several  purposes  answered,  expressed  by  Congress  in 
their  resolution  of  the  4th  instant.*  The  General  set 
out  this  evening,  and  I  shall  move  with  the  main  body 
of  the  army  at  five  in  the  morning  to-morrow. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c. 

*  The  objecf  of  thi5  rp=ohe  "sls  to  prnteof  the  inhibitanta  of  Philft- 
delphia  from  sufienng  anj  insult  or  injury  to  their  propeiij  or  persons 
after  tlie  eiicuation  It  visi  reqmrpd,  that  no  transfers  remcuels,  or 
Bales  of  goods  or  merchindise  in  the  poB-.es'Jion  of  the  inijibitant?  shotild 
be  allowed,  till  it  should  be  ascertaiiipd  bv  a  joint  committee,  appointed 
by  Congress  and  the  govermnent  of  Penn'Jjlvanie,  whether  aiij  of  them 
belonged  to  the  King  of  Great  Britiin  or  bia  subjects 
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P.  S.  By  this  conveyance  you  will  be  pleased  to 
receive  the  proceedings  of  the  court  of  inquiry,  respect- 
ing the  losses  of  the  forts  in  the  Highlands. 


TO   MAJOR-GENERAL   ARNOLD. 

Instructions. 
Sir, 
You  are  immediately  to  proceed  to  Philadelphia  and 
take  the  command  of  the  troops  there.  The  principal 
objects  of  your  command  you  will  find  specified  in  the 
enclosed  resolve  of  Congress  of  the  4th  instant,  which 
you  will  carefully  execute.  You  will  take  every  pru- 
dent step  in  your  power  to  preserve  tranquilhty  and 
order  in  the  city,  and  give  security  to  individuals  of 
every  class  and  description,  restraining  as  far  as  pos- 
sible, till  the  restoration  of  civil  government,  every 
species  of  persecution,  insult,  or  abuse,  either  from  the 
soldiery  to  the  inhabitants,  or  among  each  other.  I 
leave  it  to  your  own  discretion  to  adopt  such  measures 
as  shall  appear  to  you  most  effectual,  and  at  the  same 
time  least  offensive,  for  answering  the  views  of  Con- 
gress, to  prevent  the  removal,  transfer,  or  sale  of  any 
goods,  wares,  or  merchandise,  in  possession  of  the  in- 
habitants of  the  city,  till  the  property  of  them  can  be 
ascertained  in  the  mode  directed. 

The  quartermaster-general  will  send  one  of  his  as- 
sistants into  the  city,  who  will  talce  your  directions  and 
give  you  all  the  aid  in  his  power.  He  is  to  search 
out  any  public  stores  belonging  to  the  enemy,  and 
convert  them  to  the  use  of  the  army.  Given  under 
my  hand,  at  Head- Quarters,  this  19th  day  of  June 
1778. 
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TO    MAJOR- GENERAL   GATES. 

Four  o'clock,  90  June,  1773. 

Sir, 
I  think  it  necessary  to  inform  you  by  the  return  of 
the  express,  who  brought  your  packet  for  Congress, 
that  I  am  now  with  the  main  body  of  the  army  within 
ten  miles  of  Coryell's  Ferry.  General  Lee  is  advanced 
with  six  brigades,  and  will  cross  to-night  or  to-morrow 
morning.  By  the  last  intelligence  the  enemy  were  near 
Mount  Holly,  and  moving  very  slowly ;  but,  as  there  are 
so  many  roads  open  to  them,  their  route  conld  not  be 
ascertained..  I  shall  enter  the  Jerseys  to-morrow,  and 
give  you  the  earliest  notice  of  their  movements  and 
whatever  may  affect  you.  As  the  supplies  of  forage 
and  provision  in  your  quarter  will  be  objects  of  the 
utmost  importance,  they  will  therefore  claim  your  at- 
tention.    I  am,  Sir,  &.c. 


TO   MAJOR-GENEKAL   ARNOLD. 


This  will  be  delivered  to  you  by  Major  Wemp,  who 
has  the  conduct  and  care  of  some  warriors  from  the 
Seneca  nations,  who  are  also  accompanied  by  a  few 
of  our  Oneida  and  Tuscarora  friends.  The  enclosed 
extract  of  a  letter  from  our  Indian  commissioners  at 
Albany  will  inform  you  of  the  Senecas'  business  in  this 
quarter.  I  cannot  give  them  the  smallest  account  of 
Astyarix,  of  whom  they  are  in  pursuit,  nor  did  I  ever 
hear  of  his  captivity,  till  I  was  advised  of  it  a  few  days 
ago  by  General  Schuyler.  They  have  been  treated 
with  civility ;  but  at  the  same  time  I  told  them  of  their 
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hostilities,  and  that  as  soon  as  the  Bi-itish  army  were 
gone,  if  they  did  not  immediately  cease  from  them,  I 
would  turn  our  whole  force  against  them  and  the  other 
Indian  nations,  who  have  taken  a  like  bloody  part 
against  us,  and  cut  them  to  pieces.  They  have  also  had 
a  view  of  the  main  body  of  the  army,  and  been  told 
of  our  great  resources  of  men  and  number  of  troops 
elsewhere.  I  hope  this  circumstance,  with  the  evacua- 
tion of  Philadelphia  and  their  own  evidence  of  it,  added 
to  our  civihties  and  some  presents,  will  have  a  happy 
effect  upon  the  temper  and  disposition  of  their  nation 
when  they  return.  I  wish  you  to  order  them  such 
trinkets,  and  the  like,  as  you  may  judge  necessary, 
keeping  up  however  a  distinction  between  them  and 
the  Oneidas  and  Tuscaroras,  who  are  our  friends.  I 
would  have  the  favors  and  presents  to  these  greatly 
to  exceed. 

Major  Wemp  has  despatches  from  the  Sachems  for 
all  the  warriors,  and  the  men  who  were  here  before,  to 
return  home  immediately.  Such  as  remained,  I  beheve 
are  with  Monsieur  Tousard.  I  shall  be  glad  that  you 
will  have  them  collected,  and  all  presented,  after  which 
they  may  return  to  their  nation,  in  obedience  to  their 
Sachems'  orders,  if  they  incline.  I  have  given  the 
Senecas  a  letter  to  Congress  respecting  Astyarix's  re- 
leasement,  if  he  can  be  found. 

I  received  your  favor  yesterday.  If  Morgan's  corps 
could  have  been  on  the  rear  of  the  enemy,  they  might 
have  harassed  them,  but  not  without  considerable  risk. 
They  are  now  advancing,  as  the  whole  army  is,  to  the 
Delaware.  We  have  been  much  impeded  by  rain. 
The  troops  with  General  Lee  crossed  the  river  last 
night.     I  am,  in  haste,  dear  Sir,  &.c. 
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TO    THE   PRESIDENT    OF   CONGRESS. 

Head-(l\iai-teL-s,  noar  Corycli's,  23  June,  1778. 
Sir, 
I  have  tlie  honor  to  inform  you  that  I  am  now  in 
Jersey,  and  that  the  troops  are  passing  the  river  at 
Coryell's,  and  ai-e  mostly  over.  The  latest  intelligence 
I  have  had  respecting  the  enemy  was  yesterday  from 
General  Dickinson.  He  says  they  were  in  the  morn- 
ing at  Morestown  and  Mount  Holly ;  but  that  he  had 
not  been  able  to  learn  what  route  they  would  pursue 
from  thence ;  nor  was  it  easy  to  determine,  as,  from 
their  situation,  they  might  either  proceed  to  South 
Amboy,  or  by  way  of  Brunswic.  We  have  been  a 
good  deal  impeded  in  our  march  by  rainy  weather. 
As  soon  as  we  have  cleaned  the  arms,  and  can  get 
matters  in  train,  we  propose  moving  towards  Princeton, 
in  order  to  avail  ourselves  of  any  favorable  occasions^ 
that  may  present  themselves,  of  attacking  or  annoying 
the  enemy.     I  have  the  honor  to  be,  Slc. 


TO   MAJOR-GENERAL   DICKINSON". 

Head-Ciuai-ters,  Hopewell,  34  June,  1778. 

Sir, 

As  the  several  detachments  of  Continental  troops, 
employed  in  harassing  the  enemy  on  their  march,  will 
have  the  greatest  need  of  intelligent  guides,  not  only 
for  their  own  safety,  but  to  enable  them  to  direct  their 
offensive  operations  with  greater  precision,  it  will  be 
necessary  that  among  the  militia,  which  you  shall  think 
proper  to  annex  to  each  party,  there  be  persons  per- 
fectly acquainted  with  the  roads  and  communications, 
which    it    is    most   interesting    to   the   different    corn- 
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manding  officers  to  know.  The  disposition  for  these 
detachments  is  as  follows.  Morgan's  corps  is  to  gain 
the  enemy's  right  flank ;  Maxwell's  brigade  to  hang  on 
their  left;  Brigadier- General  Scott  is  now  marching 
with  a  very  respectable  detachment  destined  to  gall  the 
enemy's  left  flank  and  rear.  Two  or  three  hundred 
Continentals,  and  such  volunteers  as  General  Cad- 
walader  has  been  able  to  collect,  have  crossed  the 
Delaware,  and  are  now  marching  to  the  enemy's  rear. 
Colonel  White's  detachment  of  horse  is  to  join  General 
Scott.  Enclosed  is  a  letter  for  Colonel  Morgan,  which 
you  will  forward.     I  am,  &c. 


TO   THE   MARQUIS   DE    LAFAYETTE. 

Instructions. 
Sib, 

You  are  immediately  to  proceed  with  the  detach- 
ment commanded  by  General  Poor,  and  form  a  junction 
as  expeditiously  as  possible  with  that  under  the  com- 
mand of  General  Scott.  You  are  to  use  the  most 
effectual  means  for  gaining  the  enemy's  left  flank  and 
rear,  and  giving  them  every  degree  of  annoyance.  All 
Continental  parties,  that  are  already  on  the  lines,  will  be 
under  your  command,  and  you  will  take  such  measures, 
in  concert  with  General  Dickinson,  as  will  cause  the 
enemy  the  greatest  impediment  and  loss  in  their  march. 
For  these  purposes  you  will  attack  them  as  occasion 
may  require  by  detachment,  and,  if  a  proper  opening 
should  be  given,  by  operating  against  them  with  the 
whole  force  of  your  command.  You  will  naturally  take 
such  precautions,  as  will  secure  you  against  surprise, 
and  maintain  your  communication  with  this  army.  Given 
at  Kingston,  this  25th  day  of  June,  1778. 

VOL.  V.  53 
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TO   MAJOR-GENERAL   LEE. 

Cranljen-y,  26  June,  1778. 

Dear  Sir, 

Your  uneasiness  on  account  of  the  command  of 
yesterday's  detachment  fills  me  with  concern,  as  it  is 
not  in  my  power  fully  to  remove  it  without  wounding 
the  feelings  of  the  Marquis  de  Lafayette.  I  have  thought 
of  an  expedient,  which,  though  not  quite  equal  to  the 
views  of  either  of  you,  may  in  some  measure  answer 
both ;  and  that  is,  to  make  another  detachment  from 
this  army  for  the  purpose  of  aiding  and  supporting  the 
several  detachments  now  under  the  command  of  the 
Marquis,  and  giving  you  the  command  of  the  whole, 
under  certain  restrictions  ;  which  the  circumstances 
arising  from  your  own  conduct  yesterday  render  almost 
unavoidabJe.* 

The  expedient  I  would  propose,  is,  for  you  to  march 
towards  the  Marquis  with  Scott's  and  Varnum's  bri- 
gades. Give  him  notice,  that  you  are  advancmg  to 
support  him,  and  that  you  are  to  have  the  command 
of  the  whole  advanced  body ;  but,  as  he  may  have 
formed  some  enterprise  with  the  advice  of  the  officers 
commanding  the  several  corps  under  his  command, 
which  will  not  admit  of  delay  or  alteration,  you  wilt 
give  him  every  assistance  and  countenance  in  your 
power.  This,  as  I  observed  before,  is  not  quite  the 
thing ;  but  may  possibly  answer,  in  some  degree,  the 
views  of  both.  That  it  may  do  so,  and  the  public 
service  receive  benefit  from  the  measure,  is  the  sincere 
wish  of,  dear  Sir,  your  most  obedient  servant. 

"  In  fhe  council  of  war  General  Lee  had  been  strongly  opposed  to 
attacking  the  enemy,  and,  when  this  measure  waa  resolved  upon,  he 
gave  up  the  command  of  the  advanced  divisions  to  Lafayette ;  but  he 
afterwards  altered  his  mind,  and  requested  to  be  restored  to  the  corn- 
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TO   THE   MARQUIS   DE   LAFAYETTE. 

Cranberry,  9ti  June,  ]778. 

My  dear  Marquis, 
General  Lee's  uneasmess  on  account  of  yesterday's 
transaction  rather  increasing  than  abating,  and  your 
politeness  in  wishing  to  ease  him  of  it,  have  induced 
me  to  detach  him  from  this  army  with  a  part  of  it,  to 
reinforce  or  at  least  cover  the  several  detachments  at 
present  under  your  command.  At  the  same  time  that 
I  felt  for  General  Lee's  distress  of  mind,  I  have  had 
an  eye  to  your  wishes,  and  the  delicacy  of  your  situa- 
tion ;  and  have  therefore  obtained  a  promise  from  him, 
that,  when  he  gives  you  notice  of  his  approach  and 
command,  he  will  request  you  to  prosecute  any  plan 
you  may  have  already  concerted  for  the  purpose  of 
attacking  or  otherwise  annoying  the  enemy.  This  is 
the  only  expedient  I  could  think  of  to  answer  the 
views  of  both.  General  Lee  seems  satisfied  with  the 
measure,  and  I  wish  it  may  prove  agreeable  to  you, 
as  I  am,  with  the  warmest  wishes  for  your  honor  and 
glory,  and  with  the  sincerest  esteem  and  affection, 
yours,  &,c. 


TO   THE   PRESIDENT   OF   CONGRESS. 

Englishtown,  half  after  eleven,  A.  M,,  28  Juno,  1778. 
Sir, 

I  was  duly  honored  with  your  favor  of  the  20th  in- 
stant, with  the  report  to  which  it  referred,  and  trust 
my  situation  will  apologize  for  my  not  answering  it 
before.  I  am  now  here  with  the  main  body  of  the 
army,  and  pressing  hard  to  come  up  with  the  enemy. 
They  encamped  yesterday  at  Monmouth  Court-House, 
having  almost  the  whole  of  their  front,  particularly  their 
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left  wing,  secured  by  a  marsh  and  thick  wood,  and 
their  rear  by  a  difficult  defile,  from  whence  they  moved 
very  early  this  morning.  Our  advance,  from  the  rainy 
weather,  and  the  intense  heat  when  it  was  f^r,  (though 
these  may  have  been  equally  disadvantageous  to  them,) 
has  been  greatly  delayed.  Several  of  our  men  have 
fallen  sick  from  these  causes ;  and  a  few  unfortunately 
have  fainted,  and  died  in  a  litUe  time  after* 

We  have  a  select  and  strong  detachment  more  for- 
ward, under  the  command  of  Major-General  Lee,  with 
orders  to  attack  their  rear  if  possible.  Whether  the 
detachment  will  be  able  to  come  up  with  it,  is  a  mat- 
ter of  question,  especially  before  they  get  into  strong 
grounds.  Besides  this,  Morgan,  with  his  corps,  and 
some  bodies  of  militia,  are  on  their  flanks.  I  cannot 
determine  yet  at  what  place  they  intend  to  embark. 
Some  think  they  will  push  for  Sandy  Hook,  whilst 
others  suppose  they  mean  to  go  to  Shoal  Harbour. 
The  latter  opinion  seems  to  be  founded  in  the  greater 
probabihty,  as,  from  intelligence,  several  vessels  and 
craft  are  lying  off  that  place.*  We  have  made  a  few 
prisoners ;  and  they  have  lost  a  good  many  men  by 
desertion.  I  cannot  ascertain  their  number,  as  they 
came  in  to  our  advanced  pardes,  and  pushed  imme- 
diately into  the  country.  I  think  five  or  six  hundred 
is  the  least  number  in  the  whole,  that  have  come  in. 
They  are  chiefly  foreigners, 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &.c. 
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TO   THE   PRESIDENT   OF   CONGRESS. 

Fields,  near  Monmouth  Court-Houae,  29  June,  1778. 
Sir, 
I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you,  that,  about  seven 
o'clock  yesterday  morning,  both  armies  advanced  on 
each  other.     About  twelve,  they  met  on  the  grounds 
near  Monmouth  Court-House,  when   an   action  com- 
menced.   We  forced  the  enemy  from  the  field,  and 
encamped  on  the  ground.    They  took  a  strong  post 
in  our  front,  secured  on  both  flanks  by  morasses  and 
thick  woods,  where  they  remained  till  about  twelve  at 
night,  and  then  retreated.     I  cannot  at  this  time  go 
into  a  detail  of  matters.    When  opportunity  will  permit, 
I  shall  talie  the  liberty  of  transmitting  to  Congress  a 
more  particular  account  of  the  proceedings  of  the  day. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &,c. 


TO   MAJOR-GENERAL   ARNOLD. 

Englishtown,  30  June,  1778. 

Dear  Sir, 
As  we  are  again  in  possession  of  Philadelphia,  and 
it  may  possibly  happen,  that,  in  the  course  of  the  war, 
the  enemy  may  form  some  design  against  it,  either  in 
reality  or  appearance,  I  have  sent  General  Duportail 
to  examine  what  defence  may  be  essential  for  its  se- 
curity, and  to  make  his  report  to  me,  as  soon  as  the 
nature  of  the  business  will  admit.  In  order  to  facilitate 
this,  I  am  to  request,  that  you  will  give  him  every  aid 
in  your  power,  which  he  may  consider  material  for 
informing  his  judgment  and  making  a  well  digested 
plan.  For  the  particulars  on  this  head  I  refer  you  to 
General  Duportail's  instructions. 

VOL.  V.  J  J 
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Colonel  Jackson's  regiment  having  joined  the  army, 
and  being  thus  far  advanced  from  the  station  to  which 
it  was  lately  assigned,  it  will  proceed  with  me '  to  the 
Hudson  River.  Colonel  Hartley's  was  to  have  marched 
from  Yorktown  about  the  time  we  left  Valley  Forge, 
which  you  will  order  to  supply  the  place  of  the  former, 
unless  Congress  shall  have  directed  another  disposition 
of  it,  which  they  wish  to  rem^n.  In  your  next,  let  me 
know  the  state  of  your  wound. 

I  am,  dear  Sir,  with  great  regard  and  esteem,  &c. 


TO   THE    PKESIDENT   OF  COJNGKESS. 

Englishtown,  1  July,  1778. 

Sir, 

I  embrace  this  first  moment  of  leisure  to  give  Con- 
gress a  more  full  and  pardcular  account  of  the  move- 
ments of  the  army  under  my  command  since  its  passing 
the  Delaware,  than  the  situation  of  our  affairs  would 
heretofore  permit.  I  had  the  honor  to  advise  them, 
that,  on  the  appearances  of  the  enemy's  intention  to 
march  through  Jersey  becommg  serious,  I  had  detach- 
ed General  Maxwell's  brigade,  in  conjunction  with  the 
militia  of  that  State,  to  interrupt  and  impede  their 
progress  by  every  obstruction  in  their  power,  so  as  to 
give  time  to  the  army  under  my  command  to  come  up 
with  them,  and  take  advantage  of  any  favorable  cir- 
cumstances that  might  present  themselves.  The  army 
having  proceeded  to  Coryell's  Ferry,  and  crossed  the 
Delaware  at  that  place,  I  immediately  detached  Colonel 
Morgan  with  a  select  corps  of  six. hundred  men  to  re- 
inforce General  Maxwell,  and  marched  with  the  main 
body  towards  Princeton. 

The  slovv^  advance  of  the  enemy  had  greatly  the  air 
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of  design,  and  led  me,  with  others,  to  suspect  that 
General  Clinton,  desirous  of  a  general  action,  was  en- 
deavouring to  draw  us  down  into  the  lower  country, 
in  order,  by  a  rapid  movement,  to  gain  our  right,  and 
talce  possession  of  the  strong  grounds  above  us.  This 
consideration,  and  to  give  the  troops  time  to  repose 
and  refresh  themselves  from  the  fatigues  they  had 
experienced  from  rainy  and  excessively  hot-  weather, 
determined  me  to  halt  at  Hopewell  township  about 
five  miles  from  Princeton,  where  we  remained  tUl  the 
morning  of  the  25th.  On  the  preceding  day  I  made  a 
second  detachment  of  fifteen  hundred  chosen  troops 
under  Brigadier- General  Scott,  to  reinforce  those  al- 
ready in  the  vicinity  of  the  enemy,  the  more  efiectuaHy 
to  annoy  and  delay  their  march.  The  next  day  the 
army  moved  to  Kingston  ;  and,  having  received  intelh- 
gence  that  the  enemy  were  prosecuting  their  route 
towards  Monmouth  Court-House,  I  despatched  a  thou- 
sand select  men  under  Brigadier-General  Wayne,  and 
sent  the  Marquis  de  Lafayette  to  take  the  command  of 
the  whole  advanced  corps,  including  Maxwell's  brigade 
and  Morgan's  Hght-infantry,  with  orders  to  take  the 
first  fair  opportunity  of  attacking  the  enemy's  rear. 

In  the  evening  of  the  same  day  the  whole  army 
marched  from  Kingston,  where  our  baggage  was  left, 
with  intention  to  preserve  a  proper  distance  for  sup- 
pordiig  the  advanced  corps,  and  arrived  at  Cranberry 
early  the  next  morning.  The  intense  heat  of  the 
weather,  and  a  heavy  storm  unluckily  coming  on,  made 
it  impossible  to  resume  our  march  that  day  without 
great  inconvenience  and  injury  to  the  troops.  Our 
advanced  corps,  being  differently  circumstanced,  moved 
from  the  poshion  it  had  held  the  night  before,  and 
took  post  in  the  evening  on  the  Monmouth  road  about 
five  miles  from  the  enemy's   rear,   in   expectation  of 
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attacking  them  nest  morning  on  their  jnarch.  The 
main  body  having  remained  at  Cranberry,  the  advanced 
corps  was  found  to  be  too  remote,  and  too  far  upon 
the  right,  to  be  supported  in  case  of  an  attack  either 
upon  or  from  the  enemy;  which  induced  me  to  send 
orders  to  the  Marquis  to  file  off  by  his  left  towards 
Englishtown,  which  he  accordingly  executed  early  in 
the  morning  of  the  27th. 

The  enemy,  in  marching  from  Allentown,  had  changed 
their  disposition,  and  placed  their  best  troops  in  the 
rear,  consisting  of  all  the  grenadiers,  light-infantry,  and 
chasseurs  of  the  line.  This  alteration  made  it  neces- 
sary to  increase  the  number  of  our  advanced  corps ; 
in  consequence  of  which  I  detached  Major-General 
Lee  with  two  brigades  to  join  the  Marquis  at  English- 
town,  on  whom  of  course  the  command  of  the  whole 
devolved,  amounting  to  about  five  thousand  men.  The 
main  body  marched  the  same  day,  and  encamped  with- 
in three  miles  of  that  place.  Morgan's  corps  was  left 
hovering  on  the  enemy's  right  flank ;  and  the  Jersey 
militia,  amounting  at  this  time  to  about  seven  or  eight 
hundred  men,  under  General  Dickinson,  on  their  left. 

The  enemy  were  now  encamped  in  a  strong  position, 
with  their  right  .extending  about  a  mile  and  a  half 
beyond  the  Court-House  to  the  parting  of  the  roads 
leading  to  Shrewsbury  and  Middletown,  and  their  left 
along  the  road  from  Allentown  to  Monmouth,  about 
three  miles  on  this  side  of  the  Court-House.  Their 
right  flank  lay  on  the  skirt  of  a  small  wood,  while  their 
left  was  secured  by  a  very  thick  one,  a  morass  running 
towards  their  rear,  and  their  whole  front  covered  by  a 
wood,  and,  for  a  considerable  extent  towards  the  left, 
with  a  morass.  In  this  situation  they  -halted  till  the 
morning  of  the  28th.  Matters  being  thus  situated,  and 
having   had    the   best   information,  that,  if  the  enemy 
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were  once  arrived  at  the  Heights  of  Middletown,  ten 
or  twelve  miles  from  where  they  were,  it  woald  be 
impossible  to  attempt  any  thing  against  them  with  a 
prospect  of  success,  I  determined  to  attack  their  rear 
the  moment  tbey  should  get  in  motion  from  their  pres- 
ent ground.  I  communicated  my  intention  to  General 
Lee,  and  ordered  him  to  make  his  disposition  for  the 
attack,  and  to  keep  his  troops  constantly  lying  upon 
their  arms,  to  be  in  readiness  at  the  shortest  notice. 
This  was  done  with  respect  to  the  troops  under  my 
immediate  command. 

About  five  in  the  morning  General  Dickinson  sent 
an  express,  informing  that  the  front  of  the  enemy  had 
begun  their  march.  I  instantly  put  the  army  in  motion, 
and  sent  orders  by  one  of  my  aids  to  General  Lee  to 
move  on  and  attack  them,  unless  there  should  be  very 
powerful  reasons  to  the  contrary,  acquainting  him  at 
the  same  time,  that  I  was  marching  to  support  him, 
and,  for  doing  it  with  the  greater  expedition  and  con- 
venience, should  make  the  men  disencumber  them- 
selves of  their  packs  and  blankets.  After  marching 
about  five  miles,  to  my  great  surprise  and  mortification, 
I  met  the  whole  advanced  corps  retreating,  and,  as  I 
was  told,  by  Genera!  Lee's  orders,  without  having 
made  any  opposition,  except  one  fire,  given  by  a  party 
under  the  command  of  Colonel  Butler,  on  their  being 
charged  by  the  enemy's  cavalry,  who  were  repulsed. 
I  proceeded  immediately  to  the  rear  of  the  corps,  which 
I  found  closely  pressed  by  the  enemy,  and  gave  direc- 
tions for  forming  part  of  the  retreating  troops,  who,  by 
the  brave  and  spirited  conduct  of  the  officers,  aided 
by  some  pieces  of  well-served  artillery,  checked  the 
enemy's  advance,  and  gave  time  to  make  a  disposition 
of  the  left  wing  and  second  line  of  the  army  upon  an 
eminence,  and  in  a  wood  a  little  in  the  rear,  covered 
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by  a  morass  in  front.  On  this  were  placed  some  bat- 
teries of  cannon  by  Lord  Stirling,  who  commanded  the 
left  wing,  which  played  upon  the  enemy  with  great 
effect,  and,  seconded  by  pardes  of  infantry  detached 
to  oppose  them,  effectually  put  a  stop  to  their  ad- 
vance. 

General  Lee  being  detached  with  the  advanced 
corps,  the  command  of  the  right  wing,  for  the  occasion, 
was  given  to  General  Greene.  For  the  expedition  of 
the  march,  and  to  counteract  any  attempt  to  turn  our 
right,  I  had  ordered  him  to  file  off  by  the  new  church, 
two  miles  from  Enghshtown,  and  fall  into  the  Mon- 
mouth road,  a  small  distance  in  the  rear  of  the  Court- 
House,  while  the  rest  of  the  column  moved  directly 
on  towards  the  Court-House.  On  intelligence  of  the 
retreat,  he  marched  up  and  took  a  very  advantageous 
position  on  the  right.  The  enemy  by  this  time,  finding 
themselves  warmly  opposed  in  front,  made  an  attempt 
to  turn  our  left  flank ;  but  they  were  bravely  repulsed 
and  driven  back  by  detached  parties  of  infantry.  They 
also  made  a  movement  to  our  right  with  as  litde  suc- 
cess, General  Greene  having  advanced  a  body  of  troops 
with  artillery  to  a  commanding  piece  of  ground  ;  which 
not  only  disappointed  their  design  of  turning  our  right, 
but  severely  enfiladed  those  in  front  of  the  left  wing. 
In  addition  to  this.  General  Wayne  advanced  with  a 
body  of  troops,  and  kept  up  so  severe  and  well-directed 
a  fire,  that  the  enemy  were  soon  compelled  to  retire 
behind  the  defile  where  the  first  stand  in  the  beginning 
of  the  action  had  been  made. 

In  this  situation  the  enemy  had  both  their  flanks  se- 
cured by  thick  woods  and  morasses,  while  their  front 
could  only  be  approached  through  a  narrow  pass.  T 
resolved  nevertheless  to  attack  them ;  and  for  that 
purpose  ordered  General  Poor,  with  his  own  and  the 
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Carolina  brigade,  to  move  round  upon  tlieif  right,  and 
General  Woodford  upon  their  left,  and  the  artillery  to 
gall  them  in  front.  But  the  impediments  in  their  way 
prevented  their  getting  within  reach  before  it  was  dark. 
They  remained  upon  the  ground  they  had  been  directed 
to  occupy  during  the  night,  with  the  intention  to  begin 
the  attack  early  the  next  morning ;  and  the  army  con- 
tinued lying  upon  their  arms  in  the  field  of  action,  to 
be  in  readiness  to  support  them.  In  the  mean  time 
the  enemy  were  employed  in  removing  their  wounded, 
and  about  twelve  o'clock  at  night  marched  away  in 
such  silence,  that,  though  General  Poor  lay  extremely 
near  them,  they  effected  their  retreat  without  his 
knowledge.  They  carried  off  all  their  wounded,  except 
four  oiEcers  and  about  forty  privates,  whose  wounds 
were  too  dangerous  to  permit  their  removal. 

The  extreme  heat  of  the  weather,  the  fatigue  of  the 
men  from  their  march  through  a  deep  sandy  country 
almost  entirely  desdtute  of  water,  and  the  distance  the 
enemy  had  gained  by  marching  in  the  night,  made  a 
pursuit  impracticable  and  fruitless.  It  would  have  an- 
swered no  valuable  purpose,  and  would  have  been 
fatal  to  numbers  of  o.ur  men,  several  of  whom  died  the 
preceding  day  with  heat. 

Were  I  to  conclude  my  account  of  this  day's  transac- 
tions, without  expressing -my  obligations  to  the  officers 
of  the  army  in  general,  I  should  do  injustice  to  their 
merit,  and  violence  to  my  own  feelings.  They  seemed 
to  vie  with  each  other  in  manifesting  their  zeal  and 
bravery.  The  catalogue  of  those,  who  distinguished 
themselves,  is  too  long  to  admit  of  particularizing 
individuals.  I  cannot,  however,  forbear  mentioning 
Brigadier- General  Wayne,  whose  good  conduct  and 
bravery  through  the  whole  action  deserves  particular 
{■ommendation.    The  behaviour  of  the  troops  in  genera!, 
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after  they  recovered  from  the  first  surprise  occasioned 
by  the  retreat  of  the  advanced  corps,  was  such  as  could 
not  be  surpassed.  All  the  artillery,  both  officers  and 
men,  that  were  engaged,  distinguished  themselves  in  a 
remarkable  manner. 

Enclosed,  Congress  will  be  pleased  to  receive  a  re- 
turn of  our  killed,  wounded,  and  missing.  Among  the 
first  were  Lieutenant- Colonel  Bunner  of  Pennsylvania, 
and  Major  Dickinson  of  Virginia,  both  officers  of  dis- 
tinguished merit,  and  much  to  be  regretted.  The 
enemy's  slain,  left  on  the  field,  and  buried  by  us,  ac- 
cording to  the  return  of  the  persons  assigned  to  that 
duty,  were  four  officers  and  two  hundred  and  forty -five 
privates.  In  the  former  number  was  the  honorable 
Colonel  Monckton.  Exclusive  of  these,  they  buried 
some  themselves,  as  there  were  several  new  graves 
near  the  field  of  batde.  How  many  men  they  may 
have  had  wounded  cannot  be  determined ;  but,  from 
the  usual  proportion,  the  number  must  have  been  con- 
siderable.    There  were  a  few  prisoners  taken. 

The  peculiar  situation  of  General  Lee  at  this  time 
requires  that  I  should  say  nothing  of  his  conduct.  He 
is  now  in  arrest.  The  charges  against  him,  with  such 
sentence  as  the  court-martial  may  decree  in  his  case, 
shall  be  transmitted  for  the  approbation  or  disapproba- 
tion of  Congress,  as  soon  as  it  shall  be  passed. 

Being  fully  convinced  by  the  gentlemen  of  this  coun- 
try, that  the  enemy  cannot  be  hurt  or  injured  in  their 
embarkation  at  Sandy  Hook,  the  place  to  which  they 
are  going,  and  unwilling  to  get  too  far  removed  from 
the  North  River,  Iput  the  troops  in  modon  early  tiiis 
morning,  and  shall  proceed  that  way,  leaving  the  Jersey 
brigade,  Morgan's  corps,  and  other  light  parties  (the 
militia  being  all  dismissed)  to.  hover  about  them,  to 
countenance  desertion,  and  to  prevent  depredations  as 


,dhy  Google 


PartIL]      the  AMERICAN    REVOLUTION.  429 

far  as  possible.     After  they  embark,    the  former  will 
take  post  m  the  neighbourhood  of  Elizabethtown,  the 
latter  rejoin  the  corps  from  which  they  were  detached. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  Slc* 


TO   MAJOR-GENERAL   GATES. 

Bruiiswic,  3  July,  177B. 
Sir, 

I  have  the  pleasure  of  informing  you,  that  the  loss 
of  the  enemy  in  the  action  of  the  28th  was  more  con- 
siderable than  we  at  first  apprehended.  By  the  return 
of  the  officers,  who  had  charge  of  the  burying  parties, 
it  appears  that  they  left  two  hundred  and  forty-five 
non-commissioned  officers  and  privates  dead  on  the 
field,  and  four  officers,  one  of  whom  was  the  honorable 
Colonel  Monckton  of  the  grenadiers.  Our  loss  was 
seven  officers  and  fifty-two  rank  and  file  killed,  and 
seventeen  officers  and  one  hundred  and  twenty  rank 
and  file  wounded.  Among  the  former  were  Lieutenant- 
Colonel  Bunner  of  Pennsylvania  and  Major  Dickinson 
of  Virginia,  who  were  the  only  officers  of  rank.  There 
were  several  fresh  graves  and  burying-places  found 
near  the  field,  in  which  the  enemy  put  their  dead  be- 
fore they  quitted  it.  These  were  exclusive  of  the  two 
hundred  and  forty-five  before  mentioned.  We  have 
made  upwards  of  one  hundred  prisoners,  including  forty 
privates  and  four  officers  left  wounded  at  Monmouth 
Court-House.  The  number  of  their  wounded  we  can 
only  guess  at,  as  they  were  employed  in  carrying  them 
off  during  the  action  and  till  midnight,  when  they  stole 
off  as  silent  as  the  grave.     Finding  that  the  enemy 
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had  during  the  action  pushed  their  bag;gage  to  Middle- 
town,  and  that  they,  by  marching  off  in  the  night  after 
the  engagement,  would  gain  that  place  before  there 
was  any  possibility  of  overtaking  their  rear,  I  deter- 
mined to  give  over  the  pursuit.  From  the  information 
of  General  Forman,  and  many  gentlemen  well  acquaint- 
ed with  the  country,  I  found  it  would  be  impossible  to 
annoy  them  in  their  embarkation,  as  the  neck  of  land, 
upon  which  they  now  are,  is  defended  by  a  narrow 
passage,  which  being  possessed  by  a  few  men  would 
effectually  oppose  our  whole  force.  Besides  this  con- 
sideration, I  thought  it  highly  expedient  to  turn  towards 
the  North  River.  I  marched  from  Englishtown  on  the 
30th  of  last  month,  and  arrived  here  yesterday  with 
the  whole  army,  except  Maxwell's  brigade  and  Mor- 
gan's corps,  who  are  left  upon  the  rear  of  the  enemy 
to  prevent  their  making  depredations,  and  to  encour- 
age desertions,    which    still  prevail    to   a   considerable 


The  march  from  Englishtown  was  inconceivably  dis- 
tressing to  the  troops  and  horses.  The  distance  is  about 
twenty  miles  through  a  deep  sand  without  a  drop  of 
water,  except  at  South  River,  which  is  half  way.  This, 
added  to  the  intense  heat,  killed  a  few  and  disabled 
many  of  our  men,  and  killed  a  number  of  our  horses. 
To  recruit  the  former  upon  the  airy,  open  grounds  near 
this  place,  and  to  give  the  quartermaster-general  an 
opportunity  of  providing  the  latter,  will  occasion  a  short 
halt,  but  you  may  depend  that  we  will  be  with  you 
as  soon  as  possible.     My  present  intention  is  to  cross 

*  By  an  ofScia]  return  fi-om  General  Arnold,  dated  the  4th  of  July,  the 
Humber  of  deserters,  who  had  then  arrived  in  Philadelphia  during  the 
march  of  the  enemy  through  Jersey,  ivas  five  hundred  and  acvcnty-aLx. 
Of  these  one  hundred  and  thirty-six  were  British,  and  four  hundred  and 
forty  German  troops.  On  the  8th  of  July  the  number  had  increased  to 
atove  six  hundred. 
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the  North  River  at  King's  Ferry ;  but,  should  you  be 
of  opinion,  that  it  will  be  in  the  power  of  the  enemy 
to  hinder  our  passage,  be  pleased  to  inform  me,  as  it 
would  be  losing  much  time  to  be  obliged  to  turn  up 
from  thence,  and  march  through  the  Clove.  The  route 
by  icing's  Ferry  is  so  much  the  shortest  and  best,  that 
if  the  passage  could  be  kept  open  by  throwing  up 
works  and  mounting  some  cannon  upon  them,  I  think 
it  would  be  worth  while  to  have  it  done.  But  this  I 
leave  to  your  determination.     I  am,  &.c. 


TO   JOHN   AUGUSTIiVE    WASHINGTON. 

Briinswic,  4  July,  J.778. 

Dear  Brother, 

Before  this  will  have  reached  you,  the  account  of 
the  battle  of  Monmouth  will  probably  get  to  Virginia ; 
which,  from  an  unfortunate  and  bad  beginning,  turned 
out  a  glorious  and  happy  day.  The  enemy  evacuated 
Philadelphia  on  the  18th  instant.  At  ten  o'clock  that 
day  I  got  intehigence  of  it,  and  by  two  o'clock,  or  soon 
after,  had  six  brigades  on  their  inarch  for  the  Jerseys, 
and  followed  with  the  whole  army  next  morning.  On 
the  21st  we  completed  our  passage  over  the  Delaware 
at  Coryell's  Ferry,  about  thirty-three  miles  above  Phila- 
delphia, and  distant  from  Valley  Forge  about  forty  miles. 
From  this  ferry  we  moved  down  towards  the  enemy, 
and  on  the  27th  got  within  six  mUes  of  them. 

General  Lee,  having  the  command  of  the  van  of  the 
army,  consisting  of  full  five  thousand  chosen  men,  was 
ordered  to  begin  the  attack  next  morning,  so  soon  as 
the  enemy  began  their  march ;  to  be  supported  by  me  ; 
but,  strange  to  teli !  when  he  came  up  with  the  enemy, 
a  retreat  commenced ;  whether  by  his  order,  or  from 
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Other  causes,  is  now  the  subject  of  inquiry,  and  conse- 
quently improper  to  be  descanted  upon,  as  he  is  in 
arrest,  and  a  court-martial  is  sitting  for  his  trial.  A 
retreat,  however,  was  the  fact,  be  the  causes  what  they 
may ;  and  the  disorder  arising  from  it  would  have 
proved  fatal  to  the  army,  had  not  that  bountiful  Provi- 
dence, which  has  never  failed  us  in  the  hour  of  distress, 
enabled  me  to  form  a  regiment  or  two  (of  those  that 
were  retreating)  in  the  face  of  the  enemy  and  under 
their  fire ;  by  which  means  a  stand  was  made  long 
enough  (the  place  through  which  the  enemy  were 
pursuing  being  narrow)  to  form  the  troops,  that  were 
advancing,  upon  an  advantageous  piece  of  ground  in 
the  rear.  Here  our  affairs  took  a  favorable  turn,  and, 
from  being  pursued,  we  drove  the  enemy  back  over 
the  ground  they  had  followed,  and  recovered  the  field 
of  battle,  and  possessed  ourselves  of  their  dead.  But 
as  they  retreated  behind  a  morass  very  difficult  to  pass, 
and  had  both  flanks  secured  with  thick  woods,  it  was 
found  impracticable  with  our  men,  fainting  with  fatigue, 
heat,  and  want  of  water,  to  do  any  thing  more  that 
night.  In  the  morning  we  expected  to  renew  the  ac- 
tion ;  when,  behold,  the  enemy  had  stolen  oif  silently 
in  the  night,  after  having  sent  away  their  wounded. 
Getting  a  night's  march  of  us,  and  having  but  ten  miles 
to  a  strong  post,  it  was  judged  expedient  not  to  follow 
them  any  further,  but  to  move  towards  the  North  River, 
lest  they  should  have  any  design  upon  our  posts  there. 
I  observe  what  you  say  respecting  voluntary  enlist- 
ments, or  rather  your  scheme  for  raising  two  thousand 
volunteers ;  and  I  candidly  own  to  you,  that  I  have  no 
opinion  of  it.  These  measures  only  tend  to  burthen 
the  public  whh  a  number  of  officers,  without  adding 
one  jot  to  our  strength,  but  greatly  to  confusion  and 
disorder.    If  the  several  States  would  but  fall  upon 
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some  vigorous  measures  to  fill  up  their  respective  regi- 
ments, nothing  more  need  be  aslted  of  tiiem.  But  while 
these  are  neglected,  or  in  other  words  ineffectually  and 
feebly  attended  to,  and  these  succedaneums  tried,  we 
can  never  have  an  army  to  be  depended  upon. 

The  enemy's  whole  force  marched  through  the  Jer- 
seys, excepting  the  regiment  of  Anspach,  which,  it  is 
said,  they  were  afraid  to  trust,  and  therefore  sent  them 
round  to  New  York  by  water  with  the  commissioners. 
I  do  not  learn  that  they  have  received  much  of  a  rein- 
forcement as  yet;  nor  do  I  think  they  have  a  prospect 
of  any  worth  speaking  of,  as  I  beUeve  they  stand  very 
critically  with  respect  to  France.  As  the  post  waits, 
I  shall  only  add  my  love  to  my  sister  and  the  family, 
and  strong  assurances  of  being,  with  the  sincerest  re- 
gard and  love,  your  most  affectionate  brother. 


TO   MAJOR-GENERAL   ARNOLD. 
,..  -,  Eruiiswic,  6  July,  1778. 

Dear  Sir, 

I  received  your  favor  of  the  30th  ultimo,  and  thank 
you  much  for  your  kind  and  affectionate  congratula- 
tions. As  you  will  have  seen  before  this  the  account 
of  the  action  transmitted  to  Congress,  I  shall  only  add, 
that  smce  that  was  given,  more  of  the  enemy  have  been 
found  dead  in  the  woods  near  the  field  of  action,  and 
on  their  route;  and  that  desertion  yet  prevails  to  a 
considerable  degree.  I  have  also  been  favored  with 
Major  Franks's  letter  of  the  4th,  and  was  sorry  to  find 
you  had  been  afflicted  with  a  violent  oppression  in  the 
stomach.  I  hope  you  are  released  from  it,  and  I  shall 
also  be  happy  to  hear,  that  your  leg  is  in  a  very  fair 
way  of  recovering. 

VOL.  V.  55 
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Sk  Heniy  Clinton  has  really  suffered  much  in  the 
tine  of  desertion.  I  am  persuaded  his  army,  from  this 
cause,  and  the  action,  ffas  experienced  a  diminution  of 
two  thousand  men  at  least,  since  it  left-  Philadelphia.* 
Our  left  wing  moved  yesterday  morning,  and  our  right 
this,  on  the  route  to  the  North  River.    I  am,  &.c. 


TO  MAJOR-GENERAL  LORD  STIRLING  AND  THE  MEM- 
BERS OF  THE  GENERAL  COURT-MARTIAL  FOR  THE 
TRIAL   OF   MAJOR-GENERAL   LEE. 

7  July,  1778. 
Gentlemen, 
On  further  consideration  of  the  adjournment  of  the 
court-martial  to  Morristown,  it  appears  to  me,  that  the 
matter  is  liable  to  many  great  and  almost  insuperable 
objections.  Should  the  court  remain  there,  it  would 
be  necessary  for  more  officers  to  be  drawn  directly 
from  the  army,  than  could  be  prudendy  spared ;  and 
the  frequent  occasions  there  will  be  of  calling  on  the 
same  witnesses  on  several,  and  often  on  the  same 
points  in  question,  would  cause  such  a  detention  of 
them  as  might  be  very  injurious.  From  these  con- 
siderations I  am  induced  to  change  the  place  of  the 

Tl  t      t         1  d      th  id  d  pp         by       e  t      t  fi  m 

th      Itt  hlh        y_-Wtlt         gctnth       trp 

tJ       gi    tl      J        y  k  11  (1  1  a    p  IS  d   d        t         has 

t  tl  t  1      t  t       U  dm  1     f  tl        lie  t  t      p         A 

tl  1     d    d  d      rt  t  b    1  t    Pll  d  Ipl  d         y 

J       dUiAman        y        thm!        dth       epdtth 

totlwll        mb       fd       t       mjptpbfly     t      td 

t       1 1  h     d    d     T    ti  dd  th       1     d    d  k  11  d  and  h     d    d 

p  dtlbltl  llbtlhdrdl  It 

1      1    d     f  th        t      t  d  tw    th  d  f     tl  1  d      !    1 

p    p    t  f  1         tl  aj    tl         t  b  t  tl        '       d   1        d  tl 


,dhy  Google 


Part  11.]       THE   AMERICAN   REVOLUTION.  435 

court's  sittmg,  and  to  request  that  they  will  adjourn 
from  Moiristown  to  Paramus  Church,  which  wiU  be 
immediately  in  the  route  of  the  army.  The  court  will 
be  pleased  to  notify  General  Lee  and  the  witnesses 
of  the  removal,  in  such  a  way  as  they  shall  deem  most 
pi-opef.    I  am,  &c.* 


TO   THE   PRESIDENT   OF  CONGRESS. 

Camp,  near  Brunswic,  7  July,  I77& 

I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you,  that,  on  Sunday 
morning,  the  left  wing  of  the  army  moved  towards  the 
North  River;  the  right  followed  yesterday;  and  the 
second  hne,  which  forms  the  rear  division,  is  also  now 
m  motion.  I  shall  advance  as  fast  as  I  can  consistenfly 
with  the  circumstances  of  the  weather  and  the  health 
of  the  troops.  The  enemy,  from  the  advices  of  our 
parties  of  observation,  were  nearly  if  not  all  embarked 
yesterday.  They  have  continued  to  desert  upon  all 
occasions. 

I  should  be  extremely  happy  if  the  committee  ap. 
pomted  to  arrange,  the  army  would  repair  to  it  as  soon 
as  possible.  Congress  can  form  no  adequate  idea  of 
the  discontents  prevaiUng  on  account  of  the  tmsettled 
state  of  rank,  and  the  uncertainty  in  which  ofHcers  are 
as  to  their  future  situation.  The  variety  of  hands  in 
which  the  power  of  granting  commissions  and  filhno- 
up  vacancies  is  lodged,  and  other  circum-hnces    ha>? 

*  Lord  Stiribg   was   pr"sile  it  nf  the  ro    t  ma  t    1   f      (he   f     1      r 
GenmlL.e.    The  eourt  n  et  at  Bran.    e„    th   4ll     f  J  1,    „,d  c 
tinuod  sitting  neaily  eveiy  day  till  the  I2th     f  An  q  t       h  n    t  was 
closed.    It  moved  with  the  at  ny  a  id  convened  s  i,  „.  Bra  .» 

Paramus,  Peekskill,  and  Northcastle 
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occasioned  frequent  instances  of  younger  officers  com- 
manding  their  seniors,  from  the  former  having  received 
their  commissions,  and  the  latter  not;  and  these  not 
only  in  the  line  of  the  army  at  large,  but  in  their  own 
brigades,  and  even  in  their  own  regiments.  This,  it 
win  be  readily  conceived,  is  necessarily  productive  of 
much  confusion,  altercation,  and  complaint,  and  requires 
the  speediest  remedy. 

By  accounts  from  Monmouth,  more  of  the  enemy's 
dead  have  been  found.  It  is  said  the  number  buried 
by  us  and  the  inhabitants  exceeds  three  hundred. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c. 


TO   THE   PKESIDENT   OF   CONGRESS."' 

II  July,  1778. 

Dear  Sir, 

I  this  morning  had  the  pleasure  of  receiving  your 
polite  and  friendly  letter  of  the  7th.  My  warmest 
acknowledgments  are  due  for  the  indalgent  terms  in 
which  you  express  your  sense  of  my  conduct,  in  our 

«  Congress  had    dj         d  t    Ph  1  d  Ip)         P       1    t  L  iv    t 

from  that  place;—    I     m    dl  Th      d  y  1    t,  b  t  h  tl      t    1 

not  collected  a  sufti       t      mb       f  St  t      t    f  C 

'  quently  I  have  lec        d  m     d       1         E      11  n  y  w  11  th      f 

be  pleased  to  accept  U  th      dd  f  d     d    1    int    d  d  t 

assure  you,  Sir,  of  m}   h      t>  tit  th  my  try 

the  success  of  the  Am  d      y  m      d    t        mm     d     t 

the  battle  of  Monm    th       dm       p  rti    1   ly    f  my  h  pp 

the  additional  gloiy      h       d  by  y  t         g  ti     h  f  tl 

States  in  the  moment  of  an  alarming  dilen  ma.  It  s  not  my  design  to 
attempt  encomiums.  I  am  as  unequal  t  the  task  as  the  act  is  unneces- 
sary.  Love  and  respect  for  your  Excellency  are  m  pressed  on  the  heart 
of  every  grateful  American,  and  your  na  ne  v  11  be  revered  by  i  osterity. 
Our  acltnowledgments  are  especially  due  to  Hea  e  for  the  p-eserva- 
tioii  of  your  person,  necessarily  exposed  lor  the  salvat  o  of  America  to 
the  most  imminent  danger  on  the  late  occa.    n    —MS  Ldte     Jvly7lh. 
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late  rencounter  with  the  British  army.  Wot  to  be 
pleased  with  the  approbation  and  esteem  of  any  of  the 
virtuous  and  discerning  part  of  my  countrymen  would 
indicate  a  want  of  sensibility ;  but  I  assure  you,  my 
dear  Sir,  there  is  no  man  on  whose  good  opinion  and 
friendship  I  set  a  higher  value  than  on  yours ;  and 
every  fresh  instance  I  receive  of  them  cannot  fail  of 
affording  me  the  most  sincere  and  genuine  satisfaction. 
At  the  same  time,  it  is  both  a  pleasing  and  a  humiliating 
consideration  to  me,  that  the  partiality  of  my  friends 
greatly  overrates  the  importance  of  my  services.  With 
every  sentiment  of  respect  and  esteem,  I  am,  deaj- 
Sir,  &c. 


TO    MAJOR-GENEnAL   ARNOLD, 

Ilead-duarters,  Paramus,  11  July,  1778 
Dear  Sir, 

The  left  wing  of  the  army  is  advanced  four  miles 
from  this  place,  and  nineteen  miles  from  King's  FeiTy; 
the  other  two  divisions  are  moving  after  it,  with  proper 
intervals.  The  enemy,  since  quitting  the  Jerseys,  have 
encamped  in  three  divisions  on  Staten  Island,  New 
York  Island,  and  Long  Island.  It  does  not  appear  to 
be  their  design,  or  even  practicable  for  them  immedi- 
ately, to  commence  any  offensive  operations.  This 
consideration,  added  to  the  intense  heat  of  the  weather, 
determines  me  to  move  very  leisurely,  and  spare  the 
troops  as  much  as  possible.  My  hurry  was  so  great, 
when  I  last  wrote,  that  I  omitted  returning  you  my 
thanks  for  your  obliging  care  in  forwarding  a  letter  to 
Mrs.  Washington.  You  will  be  so  good  as  to  accept 
them  now,  and  excuse  the  delinquency. 

The  intelligence  of  the  French  fleet's  sailing  from 
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Toulon  gives  some  weight  to  tlic  accounts,  which  have 
been  received  by  a  flag-boat  from  New  York,  of  the 
arrival  of  a  French  fleet  off  Chesapeake  Bay,  and  in- 
duces me  to  congratulate  you  on  it  as  a  matter  worthy 
of  credit.  A  vigorous  press  is  said  to  have  talien 
place  in  the  harbour  of  New  York,  for  the  purpose  of 
manning  their  large  ships,  which  are  ordered  to  be 
ready  for  sea.     I  am,  with  great  regard,  dear  Sir,  &c. 


TO   THE   PRESIDENT   OF   CONGRESS. 

Camp,  at  Paramus,  12  Julv,  1778. 

Sir, 
The  vote  of  approbation  and  thanks,  which  Congress 
have  been  pleased  to  honor  me  with,  gives  rac  the 
highest  satisfaction,  and  at  the  same  time  demands  a 
return  of  my  sincerest  acknowledgments.*  The  other 
resolution  I  communicated  with  great  pleasure  to  the 
army  at  large  in  yesterday's  orders.  The  left  wing 
of  the  army,  which  advanced  yesterday  four  miles  be- 
yond this,  moved  this  morning  on  the  route  towards 
King's  Ferry.  The  right  and  second  line,  which  make 
the  last  division,  are  now  here,  where  they  will  halt 
for  a  day  or  two,  or  perhaps  longer,  if  no  circumstances 
of  a  pressing  nature  cast  up,  in  order  to  refresh  them- 
selves from  the  great  fatigues  they  have  suiFcred  from 
the  intense  heat  of  the  weather. 

*  "  Re    1     d        an          I  tl    t  ti      tl      k      f  C                1,  t 

General  W    hm  t      f     tl  t    tj       th     I    h  h            1   d  f  th 

camp  at  V  II  y  P    g          p  t     f  t!            my     f      h      d   t  us!    d 

exertions       Imgthl  fbttl          dflgtgd  dt 

in  leading       fh      tta  k      d  g  th      mp    ttu  t       t    y    f  M  m     ih 

over  the  B   t   I    g      d         y        1      Ih  m     d    f  G       ral  Sir  H      y 

Clinton,   i      tl                 If  Phil  (1  Ipl       t     N        \     k    —J  I 
July  7th. 
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We  have  had  it  reported  for  two  or  three  days 
through  several  channels  from  New  Yorlt,  that  there  is 
a  French  fleet  on  the  coast ;  and  it  is  added,  that  the 
enemy  have  been  manning  with  the  utmost  despatch 
several  of  their  ships  of  war  which  were  there,  and 
have  pushed  them  out  to  sea.  How  far  these  facts 
are  true,  I  cannot  determine ;  but  I  should  think  it  of 
infinite  importance  to  ascertain  the  first,  if  possible,  by 
sending  out  swift-saihng  cruisers.  The  most  interest- 
ing advantages  might  follow  the  information.  I  will 
try,  by  every  practicable  means  that  I  can  devise,  to 
obtain  an  accurate  account  of  the  enemy's  fleet  at  New 
York.     I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &.c. 


TO   WILLIAM    HENRY   DRAYTON",   DELEGATE   IN 
CONGRESS.* 


Head-Q,uartei's,  Paramus  18  July,  1778. 

Dear  Sir, 
Permit  me  to  assure  you,  that  the  cordial  terms  of 
your  ■  obliging  favor  of  the  5th  afforded  me  the  mosi 
sensible  pleasure.  It  naturally  is  my  ardent  wish,  thai 
my  well-meant  endeavours  for  the  prosperity  of  my 
country  may  meet  the  approbation  of  my  countrymen 

V.n        HyD3t        fStlClu        as  ftl  1 

dmt      t       Ifdrsftl      Uti        fhia  tj        thJri 

tagftl  It         ymmt-Hwitg  tbtdqtdly 

f     ah  ht     th    p  bi     mi  d      d     f       tl      laim     f  j  t         A    h    g 
tthG      dJyfChlti,dl         dbyhra        ChfJt 
S    tl  C      li            th    23d    f  Ap  1  1    fi  IS           f  th    m    t   mp    t 
■     f  t]   t  p      d  wh  th              '      " 
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moirs  of  the  dmei  lean  Revolution,  Vol.  I.  p.  xxvi ;  Vol.  11.  p.  259. 
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and  I  cannot  but  be  peculiarly  llattered  by  every  in- 
stance of  esteem  from  the  discerning  part  of  them.  The 
want  of  a  longer  personal  acquaintance  rather  increases 
than  lessens  my  obligation  for  your  politeness  on  the 
present  occasion,  which  certainly  could  need  no  apology 
on  that  or  on  any  other  account.  I  need  not  say,  that 
I  shall  be  happy  in  every  occasion  of  cultivating  a  con- 
tinuance of  your  friendship  and  convincing  you  that  I 
am,  with  great  regard,  dear  Sir,  &c. 


TO   GOVERNOR   TRUMBULL. 

Paramiis,  U  July,  1778. 
SlE, 

I  last  night  received  a  letter  from  Congress,  inform- 
ing me  of  the  arrival  of  a  French  fleet  on  our  coast, 
extracts  from  which  I  have  the  honor  to  enclose.*  In 
addition  to  that  information,  I  have  to-day  received  in- 
telligence tolerably  authentic  of  its  arrival  off  the  Hook. 
Every  thing  we  can  do  to  aid  and  cooperate  with  this 
fleet  is  of  the  greatest  importance.  Accounts  from 
New  York  speak  of  a  Cork  fleet,  which  is  momently 
expected  there ;  for  the  safety  of  which  the  enemy  are 
extremely  alarmed.  It  is  probable,  that  this  fleet,  to 
avoid  the  French  fleet,  will  be  directed  to  take  its 
course  through  the  Sound.  If  this  should  be  the  case, 
it  might  answer  the  most  valuable  purposes,  were  the 
eastern  States  to  collect  beforehand  aU  the  frigates  and 

*  This  fleef;  sailed  from  Toulon  on  the  12tli  of  April,  but  iiid  not  rencli 
the  mouth  of  the  Delaware  till  the  8fh  of  July.  It  had  on  board  M.  Ge- 
rai'd,  the  French  Minister  Plenipotentiary  to  the  United  States.  After 
ascertaining,  that  the  British  had_  evacuated  PMladelphia,  and  that  the 
shipping  had  left  the  Delaware,  Count  d'Eetaing  despatched  a  vessel 
up  the  river  with  the  minister  on  hoard,  and  proceeded  with  the  fleet  to 
San<ly  Hook,  where  he  an-ived  on  the  11th  of  July. 
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armed  vessels,  which  they  can  get  together  for  the 
purpose,  at  some  convenient  place  for  interrupting  their 
passage  that  way.  If  the  whole  or  any  considerable 
part  of  the  Cork  fleet  could  be  taken,  or  destroyed,  it 
would  be  a  fatal  blow  to  the  British  army,  which  it 
is  supposed  at  this  time  has  but  a  very  small  stock 
of  provisions  on  hand.  Should  the  project  I  have  now 
suggested  appear  to  you  ehgible,  I  beg  the  favor  of  you 
to  transmit  copies  of  it,  and  of  the  enclosed  extracts, 
to  the  neighbouring  States,  and  to  endeavour  to  engage 
their  concurrence.  From  the  nature  of  the  river,  even 
smaD  armed  boats  may  be  useful,  as  the  frigates  cannot 
protect  the  transports.  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with 
the  greatest  respect  and  esteem,  &c. 


,dhy  Google 


,di„Google 


APPENDIX, 


,di„Google 


,di„Google 


APPENDIX. 


No.  I.   pp.  n,  59. 

MAEQUIS    DE    LAFAYETTE. 

Lafayette  was  but  eighteen  years  oJd  when  he  first  conceived 
the  project  of  joining  the  Americans,  and  rislcing  his  fortune  and  ve- 
putation  in  their  cause.  In  the  summer  on776  he  was  stationed  on 
military  duty  at  Metz,  being  then  an  officer  in  the  French  army  It 
happened  at  this-  time,  that  the  Duke  of  Gloucester,  brother  to  the 
King  of  England,  was  at  Metz,  and  a  dinner  waa  given  to  him  by  the 
commandant  of  that  place.  Several  of  the  principal  officers  were 
invited,  and  among  others  Lafayette.  Despatches  had  just  been 
received  by  the  Duke  from  Entrl     d       d  h    m   1     h  "  h 
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pendence.     From  that  hour  he  could  think  of  nothing  but  this  chiy 


alrous  enterprise.     He  resolved  to  return  to  Pai' 
inquiries. 

When  he  arrived  in  that  city  J  fid  d  1 '      1    i 

friends.  Count  S  <tu         iVco        dJVlJ 
they  should  join  1  Ti    y  d       1     n  h 

but,  as  they  we  d  p     d  1-        f  m  1 

consult  their  p  p    b      d  p3 

consent.    The  y  m       f      f  Uy  1    p    L  f  y 
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situation  was  more  fortunate,  as  liis  property  was  at  his  own  disposal, 
and  he  possessed  an  annual  revenue  of  nearly  two  hundred  thounand 


1  his  intention  to  the  Count  de  Broglie,  who  told 
him  that  his  project  was  so  chimerical  and  fraught  with  so  many 
hazards,  without  a  prospect  of  the  (least  advantage,  that  he  could  not 
for  a  moment  reg    d  h   f  n  g    h  m        1      ny 

advice,  which  sh     Id  p       n    1    n  f   n   ab     d      n  d       Ij 

When  Lafayette  fdmld  dhq         d 

least  he  would  no  b  1        f     h  =ol    d  4m 

The  Count  de  Br     1  d  1  h      1  fid  s- 

placed ;  but,  said  h         I  h  )  Id  1 

Italy,  I  witnessed  y        f  1  d      !  1      1      1      f  W    d         nd 

I  will  not  be  ace    so  y        1  1         ly  I         1     f 

the  family."     Hehn        dlllp  f^        n        dp 

sion  to  divert  Lafayette  from  his  purpose,  but  in  vain.  Finding  his 
determination  unalterable,  the  Count  de  Broglie  said,  as  he  could 
render  him  no  aid,  he  would  introduce  him  to  the  Baron  de  Kalb, 
who  he  knew  was  seeking  an  opportunity  to  go  to  America,  and 
ivhose  experience  and  counsels  might  be  valuable. 

Through  this  channel  Lafayette  procured  an  interview  with  Silas 
Deane,  who  explained  to  him  the  state  of  things  in  America,  and 
gave  him  encouragement.  Deane  was  formal,  spoke  little  French, 
and  the  conversation  was  not  very  copious.  As  he  had  not  yet  been 
acknowledged  in  any  public  character,  and  was  surrounded  by  the 
British  ambassador's  spies,  it  was  thought  advisable,  that,  to  avoid 
suspicion,  no  more  interviews  should  take  place.  The  affair  was 
afterwards  managed  by  the  intervention  of  Mr.  Carmichael,  An 
agreement  was  at  length  concluded,  by  the  terms  of  which  the  Mar- 
quis de  Lafayette  was  to  join  the  American  service,  and  to  receive 
from  Congress  the  appointment  of  major-general.  A  vessel  was 
about  to  be  despatched  with  aims  and  other  military  supplies  for  the 
American  army,  in  which  it  was  proposed  he  should  take  passage. 

At  this  juncture  came  the  news  of  the  evacuation  of  New  York, 
the  loss  of  Fort  Washington,  the  retreat  across  Jersey,  and  the 
numerous  disasters  attending  the  campaign.  The  friends  of  Ameri- 
ca were  in  despair.  The  plan  of  sending  a  vessel  with  munitions  of 
war  was  abandoned.  Lafayette  was  advised  to  give  up  the  sclieme, 
and  not  to  make  so-  hopeless  a  sacrifice  in  an  adventure,  that  at 
best  must  end  in  utter  disappointment.  Tliese  representations  and 
prospects,  so  far  from  disheartening  him,  rather  increased  his  ardor 
in  the  pnrsuit  of  his  object,     "  My  zeal  and  love  of  liberty,"  said  he, 
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hve  peihaps  bpen  hithe  fo  the  presiiling  ncmei,  b  t  now  I 
see  a  chance  foi  i^^efulne  s  which  I  had  not  a  iticipated  I  i  ave 
monej  I  will  purci'iise  a  ship  nhii-h  ■^hall  coi  e\  to  iraeiica 
mjself  mj  companions  and  the  Ireiirht  fo  Conirre  ■;  B)  this 
time  Frankhn  and  Artlur  Lee  had  joineJ  Deane  is  con  i^'^un^ra 
To  a  propjsa!  so  dismteiested  and  gmcious  they  colM  n  t  object 
they  could  only  admire  the  spirit  which  dictated  it  -md  he  hT-toiied 
immednte])'  to  put  it  in  execution 

He  entrusted  }  ?  seciet  to  Dubois  Martin  secietary  fo  the  Count 
de  Bio^Iie  whom  he  despatched  to  Boideiut  with  inatruetions  to 
purcha'e  i  ^e^^sel  This  wis,  done  but  the  ^e'^^el  wanted  repairs 
and  other  piepaiatons  nere  neoe^arj  To  pievent  dibi.oiery 
during  the  dclaj  in  getaag  things  readj  he  took  the  cpportunity 
to  fulfil  a  previous  engagement  which  was  now  claimed  by  the 
PnuLe  de  Poix  fo  viM  England  ii  company  with  him  The  lwo 
fiiends  aiiived  in  London  where  they  leceived  many  marks  of 
cmliti  and  attention  from  the  L.ing  and  peisons  of  lank  If  was 
tlie  policy  of  the  mini  t(.rs  at  this  time  lo  make  it  appear  that  a 
good  undeistandmg  existed  between  the  English  and  Tiench  courts 
and  the  \iBit  ot  the^e  young  noblemen  was  a  circumstance  faior 
able  to  that  end  They  ^t  jed  abjut  three  weeks  in  London 
wh^n  Lafajette  recened  mtell  gence  that  his  \es=!el  was  leady  dt 
Boideaux  an!  he  retjined  to  Fiance  bit  not  without  ■somp  dis 
pleasure  on  the  pait  of  the  Marqy  ^  de  NjaiUe^  the  French  ambas- 
sador in  London  who  thought  his  departure  too  abrupt  and  unceie- 
monious  The  British  King  and  ministry  ainais  upposed  that  the 
Maiqu  s  de  NoaiUes  was  acquainted  with  Lal^jettes  design  to  o 
to  Imeiica  duiing  thi's  vwt  But  this  was  a  mis  ake  Lafajette 
has  often  been  heaid  to  sav  that  neithei  the  Wi  q  iis  de  Noailles 
no.  any  other  individual  in  London  had  Inowled^eot  his  purpose 
Britiuh  writers  have  aJso  chained  him  with  having  ^ine  tlierp  to 
obt  m  information  which  should  be  useful  to  the  Ameiicans  This 
suspicion  is  equally  without  foundation  So  fai  fiom  taking  >id 
Tantage  of  his  situation  Jor  such  a  purpose  his  delicacy  re-strained 
him  fiom  making  such  a  use  of  1 1=  opportunities  as  would  undei 
other  circ«mstam,es  have  been  particularly  agreea?le  to  him  It 
was  on  this  ground  alone  that  he  declined  acceptmg  a  pioposaJ 
to  VI  It  the  na^al  armament  at  Portsmouth  which  was  then  fitting 
out  tor  America 

He  did  not  cntei  Paris  on  his  return  but  went  to  Pass}  wheie 
he  remained  concealed  and  saw  only  Segur  and  a  veiy  few  other 
friends     After  three  days  he  set  off  for  Bordeaux     but  on  arriving 


,dhy  Google 


448  WASHINGTON'S  WRITINGS.       iAvei:^vi-A. 

h        1      f      d    1       1  1  ly        d        H 

d  d     1        ]       1  I    d  b  fl        al     h 

1      d  p  1  V        11  d    1  1 

f  1     K  1        m         ly  f  11       1  H      d  p   d 

d  p       b  11  1  ]       H    i  <1 

dPgl  po  p  hhppod 

fl       Ipppe        Hhdldlj         hdhlb 
h  ffi  dbylltrBl  hid 

cul  mhK        plb  Idpai  Ah 

1  fr        h  d  1         m  Ij  g       1  n 

L        &to  m         spldd         dhm  d 

bdldco  dl  Hg  Lfj  f 

I  Tb&rfAmddl  p  M 

dl        and    h  f      f     1  d  IJ      1  f  h 

m  1  g  h        1  b  h      f 

11  hKgdfaslIymmg  11 

gl  i       1  ntn  n         h      1       p  w  H     f     ily      n 

fl  dpmdsi5g  hi 

d  I  d         w    Id  b   1     h  m  and  h  m    If     I 

m  d  i  h     h        f  dd         J  y 

Ip  h  flbggdln 

b       1  h         y      Tl     f      ly  p    p       g  f  I  aly 

1    b     1  h  d  1  M         1       g 

!     1  1  d    1       1  d  f        I      A         an 

P    1 


bl 


1 


ffi 


1        1        po     d 
d  1 


i 


H 


Pl3 


h       If         !      b  1  Id     II  d  d 

hh  ffi  IKglh  Idbp 

md  d]  Bhf  ddddll 

hy    I        m    p     I  g     h    Id  b      II       d 

fli  d         1      Am  1 

prl  1  -^fjp        pl         I        dlld 

bd  tlasD  Idl  h  b 

I       mg        IKg'  ylhdb         dp       Ip 

h    A  n  d  p      d        I 

hg  Mjyh  kgh  pmnTi 

fly!  hi  1  dhlpdj 

Iddl  A  I  hfllginhsed 


f    tf  1 


f  lis 

h        ll 


1 


P    11 


1 


,dhy  Google 


J      RQU        DE 


440 


g  Ifc    b  I  f  1  h  Tl 

h      g  h  f  !  d  g 

Ihhldlllif  dm         hp  d 

I  i    S>  M   C  P         1      f 

m  q  h  f  11      1      p       J       d 

Iddbco  dphl  Idb  d  1 

Am       an  pi  1      h      k  h  all  po     bl    d    p  H 

V        11         h      pe  d  Ij  b    1         1 

1  f         C  g  y      f  i       1 

h  1       1     B      1     mb  h  d       d 

P  d    h       h  1  p 

P        fl  f        bl        1 

L     J         1  k         3  h   1   1     ]   d 

il     dj      >ol  H  d        1  n,     1         1  Id 

pdMU  dm  dlj  AHib 

b  I'i       }  Id  A 

P  Th)  dlarrgghb  ly 

Iftb  fB  Lfyd  Ihlfl 

d   ~»    f  m         d      1  d     d    f         1       , 

1  hph  Thy  dgdf         h  1 

Mdldkd  B  I  yly 

bl  g  d  p  f  lb  W   1    M       3 

d  p  m  f  b        i»  L  1  h 

11       r     b  h  p  d    1  , 

!  L  f )  Up  g   1  d   I 

f  Abllll         f&JdL  I 

"   g  f     b  1  d         d  b)         d      b  1 

Ilplpb  bid  mfd        bf 

hymP  Bd  Hd  gilbgl 

Jpl  hbl  dooddhLf  p 

m     p       d     q       1  1  1    1  p       d     1 

f    !■"        1       g    1      ll  b  11  1    ^   b 

CO  d  hi  1  J  d  1     Tb 

1ml  1       bj         f    1        p  d 

l»«l      d       1        be       1  f  h  b  A      ti 

I        !>  f      b  1   d  1  IP  A  f        bl         d 

ft  d  1        1     I  ly        se       B  d     I   lb        d     1  1 

"fdfr  kluoemA  d 


1 


H 


Pl 


11  Id   p  Ell 

"d        d  1  1      y  Tl       b  p     p  p 

VOL.1.  S7  ,,,. 


,di„Google 


WASHINGTON'S  WRITINGS.       [Afpes 


450 
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P  d        d    h  5 

CO     al       I  d  1     ]      1  L     J  d 

d    1      h    h   1        )  hi  fi  1 

]y  I     d  d  \  b        d    !  p 
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PPnfh  yl  mj  dlhl 

'  f!  1  p     d        p    d  al     ii 
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!  d  f   I    g         J 

"Chai-lBston,  19  Jane,  1777. 
My  last  letter  to  you  my  deii  Iovp  has  informed  jou  tint  1 
irmed  lafely  m  this  countiy  after  hauiig  suffered  ^  httle  fiDm 
sea&icknesa  duiing  tie  first  week=i  of  the  loya^e  that  I  v.3  ti  en 
the  morning  after  I  landed  at  the  house  of  a  verj  Imd  oflicer 
that  I  had  been  nearly  two  months  on  the  pa  sage  and  tl  at  I 
wished  to  set  off  immediately  It  spoke  of  eiery  thing  m  t  inter 
esting  to  my  heart  of  my  soriow  at  piiting  from  jru  and  of  our 
deal  children  and  it  said  besides  tJiat  I  wib  in  e\cellent  JieiJth 
1  give  JOU  this  abstract  of  it  because  the  Cnglish  may  jossibly 
amuse  themselves  by  'jeizinEj  it  on  its  way  I  have  suoh  oonfadenre 
111  mi  lucky  star  honeier  that  I  hope  it  viiU  reach  }oi  Thi=! 
ame  star  his  beftiended  me  to  the  astoni  hment  of  e\Pi)  body 
here  Tiust  to  it  yourself  and  be  assured  that  it  ougl  t  to  calm 
all  jour  fears  I  landed  aftei  haimg  sailed  several  dajs  along  a 
coast  nhich  swarmed  with  hostile  vessels  When  I  auived  esei-( 
body  said  that  my  vessel  must  ineiitably  be  tal  en  since  tio  Btitish 
frigates  blockaded  the  harbour  I  eien  «ent  so  far  as  to  senl  oiders 
to  the  captain  bath  bj  land  onl  sea  to  put  the  men  on  shoie  and 
set  tire  tj  the  si  ip  if  not  jet  too  late  By  a  most  wonderfil  good 
fortune  a  gale  obliged  the  fr  gates  to  tand  out  to  sea  for  a  short 
time     My  vessel  came  m  at  noon  daj    i  ithout  meetJn     friend  or 

At  rhaile  t  n  I  havo  met  Gene  al  H   le    an  Amen  at    clhcp 
no      in  the  ser  ice      Iht,  G  vo  ro    oi  the  btate  is  expeaed  this 
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o  one  a  fneud. 

"  As  to  my  own  reception,  it  has  been  most  agreeable  in  every 
quarter;  and  to  have  come  with  me  secures  the  most  flattering 
welcome.     I  have  just  passed  five  hours  at  a  grand  dinner,  given 
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ill  honor  of  me  by  an  individual  of  this  city.  Generals  Hoivo  and 
Moultrie,  and  several  officers  of  my  suite,  were  present.  We  dranlc 
healths  and  tried  to  talk  English.  I  begin  to  speali  it  a  little.  To- 
morrow I  shall  go  with  these  gentlemen  to  call  on  the  Governor 
of  the  Stale,  and  make  arrawgements  for  ray  departure.  The  next 
day  the  commanding  officers  here  will  show  me  the  city  and  its 
environs,  and  then  I  shall  set  out  for  the  army. 

"  Considering  the  pleasant  life  I  lead  in  this  country,  my  sympathy 
with  the  people,  which  makes  me  feel  as  much  at  ease  in  their  so- 
ciety as  if  I  had  known  them  for  twenty  years,  the  similarity  between 
their  mode  of  thinking  and  my  own,  and  my  love  of  liberty  and 
of  glory,  one  might  suppose  that  I  am  very  happy.  But  you  are 
not  with  me  ,  my  friends  aie  not  with  me  ,  and  there  la  no  happiness 
for  me  far  from  ion  and  them  I  ask  you,  if  you  •'Uli  love  me 
but  I  put  the  same  question  much  oftener  to  myself,  and  my  heart 
always  responds,  Ye-.  I  am  impatient  beyond  meisure  to  hear  fri,m 
you.  I  hope  to  find  letters  at  Philadelphia  My  only  leir  is,  tint 
the  pinateer,  which  h  to  bimg  them,  may  be  captured  on  her  pas 
sage.  Although  I  suppoie  I  ha;e  drawn  upon  me  the  special  dis- 
pleasuie  of  the  English,  by  tikmg  the  liberty  to  depait  in  spite  ol 
them,  and  by  landmg  m  their  \ery  face,  yet  I  confess  they  will 
not  he  m  arrears  with  me,  should  they  captuie  this  vessel,  my 
cherished  hope,  on  which  I  so  fondly  depend  for  letters  from  you 
Write  frequent  and  long  letters  You  do  not  know  the  full  exfen! 
of  the  ]oy  with  which  I  shall  receive  them  Embnce  Henriettn 
tenderly  May  I  sn  emhrice  tenderly  oui  chikh  ui  '>  The  fathei 
of  these  poor  childifn  is  a  roier,  but  a  good  and  honest  man  at 
heart  a  good  tithei,  whj  lovea  his  limil>  dearly,  ind  a  gjod 
husband,  who  loves  his  wiie  with  all  his  heart 

"  Remember  me  to  your  friends  and  my  onn,  to  the  dear  society 
once  the  society  of  the  court,  but  which  hy  the  lapse  of  time  has 
become  the  society  of  the  Wooden  Sword.  We  republicans  think 
it  all  the  better.  I  must  leave  off  for  want  of  paper  and  time ;  and 
if  I  do  not  repeat  to  you  ten  thousand  times  that  I  love  you,  it  is 
not  from  any  want  of  feeling,  but  from  modesty ;  since  I  have  the 
presumption  to  hope,  that  I  have  already  convinced  you  of  it.  The 
night  is  far  advanced,  and  the  heat  dreadful.  I  am  devoured  by  in- 
sects ;  so,  you  see,  the  best  countries  have  their  disadvantages.    Adieu. 

"  LAPAyiiTTE." 

All  things  being  in  readiness,  the  party  left  Charleston  and  tra- 
velled to  Philadelphia,  with  as  much  expedition  as  the  extreme  heat 
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f  dLfj  dd-cpTh         selhdb        !f 

Chi  h  Iddl  fhFhl 

Ifddgg  flhbo  Iboh  Id 

g  I 

Wh       L  f  d        PI]  1  d  1  I       h     p      h      J 

1      h      I      f  M     L      11    CI  f  h     C  mm  F 

iff  H        n   1  d  1      H  II    f  C  d  M 

Lllm  h  ddh  jf  llffd 

I    m    1  p!  jm  1       C  mb  d        1 

5  pp]  d  i  )  f        h        i 

llhpfh  Lf  pdbri        Id 

be  ddh  dljd  d 

PdfCss  iddbp  d 

1     A  )  d  fi  111 

I   }  I  h  ulcl  1  Tl 

'K>dff  fmh        d  Idhj  f 

d  d        f         b       1  1  d     f 

1  A  fli  I       h  J  p     I      H  k 

I  d  d  d  J    bj 

d  1        as    p  d      in  J  114  j 

h  1   b  f       1     1    d         h  d   1  f 

W    h    g  p       d    h     Ij        PI  1  d  Ipl  d    1     J 

gal  Idd  h  Ibfh  hdq 

Tb     fi  od  dpi  I 

b  f  C     g  p  Wh  y  bo 

p  Wlgto  LLf)  aslpok  1  y 

tdl  plmdhmpoJ  blphldl  d 

h  h    h  A  d 

1  !d  h  1       1       1     Id   b     pi        1    f  1  Id  m  k      1 

q  fhC  d  hfhh  bllhlf 

h  1  llgpp  d  dhlf         11 

h     f      ly      dd  fpl  h 

1  Id  p  1         h    1  f  h 

h  h  m    I     1  d       1 

aJ       1  mf       b  1  d  1-  \  Id 

1  Id  d        I  d  If        ]        h 

1     1  d     b  1        ool  1  m 

mne  dp  fpbl  ylLfy 
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m  d     1   pp     by  h  h  C  d       1   ! 

byisfl  stpff  dlpd  d  Ip  1 

G  irnnand        -ch  H      h    He         d    q    j  1      ly 

sen  mpd  ft  d  nhnhlll  d 

fd  hkpplD  Idq  djd 

II    1       dng       fmb       flG  IfmlyThdy 

fhdnWh  pdl  fi  h 

I>  1  R  d  dL  f )  np     )  1 

B  1  y    h  d        1  I 

1  !  y      mm     d    ill   1  1      f       B    nd  H 

h  ggdnhh  p         f  posed      m    If 

d  d       hb     d  p  mpl       f    ool  nd 

a^'WIloop  n  d=«idhd 

dhnl  dd  d  Ub  A 

1  f  h  m  b  i!  pass  d    1       g     h 

I  g     b        I  nJ   dd  n  aid   ]         ff  HI  d      11 

hbllld  gf!b  ndhnh  d 

hi  H  gnh  Ip  l^hbdag 

dhl  dhlC  T         Id  Iman 

h         d  1  d, 

dl         f  1    b     fi      p  pi  g      d       ar 

h    b    1  1  f   1        11  Id  p  all 

h  sold  !       p!  H  d  h      d         d, 

1  k  P]  J  d  Iph         Tl        11    v- 


I  d        y  i       1         by  som    F             ffi      s, 

1  1            b        h                                 y      p            ni 

1  1                             r               I  b  g     by     11  ng  J  u,  ■ 

hi  11  b             I  m           d  bj      !1        y       h                 ght 

J         d  )        good                     d    !                             h            g     P     y- 

Tl     Am  f          1            d  b                                        ]  St 

d  4.     r                    p     g           11)    )           1     F     1       1         ed  ■ 

1  m    I      b  11      I     h           d  d           1  gh  ly         11        but 

h  Iglbll          hdlb                        Jdl 

h  11  p          h         f     1                                    hi                  k  ep 

m    b  d  f     som                     1            h    h  p              ml             f  hu- 

T  h  I     y  dl           I        1    ra   1        d    d     1                     son 

y  b     1              }            f                        1     p                 m 

1  II                                 If; 
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"  I  think  this  aifair  will  1    d  pi  q  II 

we  must  try  to  repair.     Yo    m       h  d  m        1  f   m 

me,  unless  the  English  he       h        m      p  1  y 

legs.     I  have  as  yet  recei    dnl  fmj  dlln 

news.     Adieu,     i  am  forb  dd  1  p  F 

some  days  past  I  have  no    1    d  f      1    p      1      1  gh 

employed  in  our  retreat,  and  in  my  journey  to  this  place,  where  I  am 
very  well  taken  care  of.  Let  my  friends  know  that  I  am  well.  Many 
tender  regards  to  Madame  d'Ayen  ;  many  compliments  to  my  sisteis. 
The  officers  will  depart  shortly ;  they  will  see  you ;  how  happy  they 
are.     Good  nighl;  I  love  you  more  than  ever. 

From  Philadelphia  he  proceeded  to  Bristol.  Mr.  Henry  Laurens 
on  his  way  to  Yorktown,  after  the  adjournment  of  Congress,  took 
the  route  through  Bristol,  and  conveyed  Lafajette  n  he  ca  age 
to  Bethlehem.  This  act  of  kindness  was  long  ren  en  bered  Wl  en 
Laurens  was  a  prisoner  in  the  Tower  of  Londoi  the  Ma  c  oness 
de  Lafayette  wrote  a  touching  letter  in  his  behalf  to  tl  e  tou  t  le 
Vergennes,  recounting  his  deeds  of  human  [y  a  d  be  e  olen  e  to 
the  Marquis,  and  soliciting  the  aid  of  the  F  end  court  to  p  ocure 
his  release.  Lafayette  remained  at  Bethlehem  ibo  t  t  o  n  onti  s 
till  his  wound  was  sufficiently  healed  to  enable  1  n  to  j  n  tl  e  ar  ny 
and  a  few  days  afterwards  he  was  placed  at  tl  e  1  ead  ot  a  d     s  on 


No.  IL    p.  59. 
BATTLE    OF    THE    BRANDYWIKE. 

A  large  part  of  the  ill  success  of  this  battle  has  been  ascribed 
by  historians  to  the  mistakes  of  General  Sullivan,  in  his  command 
of  the  right  wing  of  the  aimy,  and  particularly  to  his  want  of  vigi- 
lance in  reconnoitring  the  movements  of  the  enemy  in  that  quarter. 
The  facts  of  the  case,  in  regard  to  General  Sullivan,  do  not  seem 
to  have  been  hitherto  well  understood,  as  will  appear  by  the  ex- 
tracts, which  I  am  about  to  make  from  unpublished  papers. 

On  the  9th  of  September  the  American  army  took  post  at  Chad's 
Ford,  on  the  east  bank  of  the  Brondywine  River  ;  and  the  next  day 
General  Sullivan  was  ordered  to  take  a  station  higher  up  the  river 
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with  the  rig  1  T       ]  f  f 

Pennsjlvania       1  1      G  1  A  d 

ford  two  mil      b  i  d  G        al  AV     h    g        co       mJ  d    h 


centre  at  Ch  d     T 


1     G 


era]  Howe  \    \  h  I    B       1  d       I 

seven  miles  f        Cltird  llOh         ih  d" 

early  in  the  m  1  ]  ]  1  B      dj 

wine  in  two       1  f    h         ind      G  1  I    jph 

proceeding  d        ly      CI    d     P    d       d    h       h  C  II 

taliing  a  cir  !  11  d    1     L  R     d 

to  Trimble's  FddJTjFdb  fl         jB 

djwine.     Be  CiidFddhfk  1  h 

llf  hlG         IS  II  a,dl 

tndh  ddmm  hCod 

hfy        ilg         Ihldb  p        g   ]        p  f 

I  my  dhflfllJdb 

dh  1  II     gl  pdhBh         Id 

Dip  f  h       f  d  m  lb 

p       d     I        h  y  Id    m  1 

h  b        1         f    1  11  11 

I  pi         f  W II    m  H  1  f         d  1 

1  1  CI  r    d      hi     1        h       h     li  m      1    by 

h         jfT        iridJffjTd  !        ml 

hfl  mpWsl  nnjh  f 

1  h    fl     k      Tl  d       1  ss 

A     1        isf     m       h    fl)  1   pp       1        1     q  ai         b       G  ! 

Sn  Id  Iplpfhibl  h 

n  fdppdlp  dim  I 

his  H    h  1        ra  C  J 

d         g      f   i  Th       d  f        1 

Mr.Bkeadlg       fmNlCl         b        1       g  l 

the  f  II  h 

"  J     Tl  al  d        p       d  h       gi  f   h 

aimy,  previoi  h    b    tl  B        j 

"  a    That  1        as       ly  d  d         1     C  mm     d 

in-chief  lo  be  p  1    1  ]  j  j 

he  supposed         11  p  ]  1    1      h 

furnished  will    1  p     f       }  p  d  1         ffer  d 

the  enemy  to      m      po     I        by  ]  P       d 

'■  3.  That  1  y  d  f  1  11  h     G  11] 

caused  him  ti      1       h     p  d  b        1  d  f 

"4.    That       h       1       m      k  ft  d      1  1     I 

VOL.  V.  63 
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brought  up  his  troops  by  a  circuitoHs   march     and  m  a  disorder 
fiom  whicl    they  neier  recovered 

Upon  fl  e  strength  of  these  charges  and  some  otl  ers  rchtmg  to 
othei  particulars  Congress  voted  tl  at  General  feullin  i  should  be 
recalled  fom  the  ar  y  til  an  in]uirj  should  bo  made  into  ha 
conduct  Ihe  recall  was  s  spended  at  the  request  of  General 
Washmgton  who  said  (le  senices  of  General  Sullivan  were  af 
that  critical  moment  absolutely  nece'^sary  in  the  irmv  as  ti  ere 
wasj  already  a  deficiency  of  major  generals  Arnold  ind  Line  In 
basing  recently  been  sent  to  (he  northern  am  j 

Meantime  General  Sullivan  took  measures  to  und  cilc  1  in  self 
For  this  purpose  he  obtained  certihcates  Irom  the  Commander  in 
chiei  and  the  other  princ  pal  officers  In  writing  to  General  W  ash 
mgton  on  tie  subject  October  24th    he  said 

With  respect  to  the  first  ol  these  cl  arges  >oui  Excellenc) 
knons  that  very  htc  in  tie  day  belore  tic  action  I  was  ord  icd 
to  Brenton  s  Ford  ai  d  to  send  off  a  paitj  to  a  t  rd  a  iiile  ai  d  a 
half  aboie  me  the  name  of  whiclr  I  do  n  t  lecoUect  another  t 
Jones  3  Fird  and  another  to  Buffenton  s  lord  a  mile  ad  a  1  alf 
abo  e  Jonesa  Upon  iij  asking  nl  ether  there  nere  no  loids  liighei 
up  I  was  mformed  jn  piesence  of  30U1  Excellency  tl  at  there  was 
none  within  twehe  mile  to  cioss  at  which  the  enemy  mu^t  make 
a  long  circuit  through  a  lerj  bad  road  and  that  all  the  light  horse 
of  the  army  were  oidered  t)  the  right  ti  watch  the  enemy  s  roo- 
tona  in  that  qiarter  I  had  no  orders  to  take  any  caie  above 
Buffenton  s  Ford  nor  had  I  light  troops  or  licht  h  1  e  for  the  pur 
po-je  I  have  never  lad  anj  light  horse  with  me  smce  I  joined 
the  aimy  I  found  four  with  Major  Tajlor  when  J  came  to 
Brent>ns  Foid  two  oi  wlom  I  sent  off  wiih  Colonel  Hazen  to 
Jones  s  Ford  nor  did  I  see  anj  tdl  Major  Jameson  came  t  e 
the  d  J  ot  the  battle  at  nine  o  clock  On  the  day  I  camp  to  that 
ford    I  detached    the  Dehwaio  leg  ncnt  to  Bnffentoi  a   I    ai 

sorn  as  I  saw  Major  Jameson  I  advi  ed  1  im  to  send  an  ofheer 
over  to  the  Lancaster  road  who  returned  and  sail  no  pnumj  had 
passed  that  way  Major  Jameson  said  le  came  fion  the  right  ol 
the  aim)  and  I  iiglt  depend  tl  ere  was  no  enemy  there  I  how 
ever  sent  a  captain  off  who  neser  retuined  till  I  had  the  int  Hi 
gence  from  another  quarter 

Tie  following  are  the  different  notes  of  intelligence  which  pa  sed 
throu-'h  General  Sullnans  hands  to  General  W-isl  n  gfon  during 
ll  e  d<n  of  f  I  c  acli   1 
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"  Great  ValUy  Road,  Eleven  o'clock,  A.  M. 

"  Dear  Geseral, 
"  A  large  body  of  the  enemy,  from  every  account  five  thousand, 
with  sixteen  or  eighteen  fieid-pieces,  marched  along  this  road  just 
now.  This  road  leada  to  Taylor's  Ferry  and  Jeffrey's  Ferry,  on 
the  Brandywine,  and  to  the  Great  Valley,  at  the  Sign  of  the  Ship, 
on  the  Lancaster  Road  to  Philadelphia.  There  is  also  a  road  from 
the  Brandywine  to  Chester  hy  Dilworth  Town.  We  are  close  in  their 
rear  with  about  seventy  men.  Captain  Simpson  lay  in  ambush  with 
twenty  men,  and  gave  them  three  rounds  \ulhm  a  small  distance 
m  which  two  of  his  men  were  wounded  one  mortaJIj  I  believe 
General  Ho«l  la  u  tli  this  party  ai  Joseph  Gallo«aj  i,  here 
kiown  b)  the  mhibitaats  luth  wlom  he  spjke  and  told  tlipm  thil 
Gnneial  Houl  was  luth  him      \our^ 

James  Ross    Lieutenant  ColontI 

This  mlelltgence  was  m  the  mam  coriect  and  Geneiol  11' ashing 
ton  immediately  ordered  General  Sullivan  to  ero=s  fie  Braiid>wme 
and  -iltack  (his  division  of  the  British  arm}  whle  he  shouH  lim 
sell  cross  at  Chads  Ford  and  commence  a  general  attack  at  thit 
place  It  was  at  the  "^^me  time  supposed  howeier  that  tl  e  col  imn 
which  had  been  seen  on  the  Lancaster  Roid  would  attempt  to 
cross  at  some  of  tie  f  rds  bebw  the  fork  labile  preparations 
were  naking  to  execute  t'p  last  ordei  fiom  the  Commaiderin 
chief  Genenl  Sdh  an    itjte  to  him  the  t  11  win^     itc 

'BieitonE  Ford    II  &eptemb^r 
Dctn  Generil 

Since  I  sent  )  ju  the  message  by  Majjr  Mrore  I  ■;iw  Majoi 
Spear  of  the  militia  who  came  this  morning  from  a  tavern  called 
Martm  s  at  the  fork  of  the  Brandywine  lie  came  from  thence  to 
Wcldis  Tavern  and  heaid  nothing  of  tie  enemj  aboit  the  fork 
ot  the  Brandywine  and  is  confident  tley  aie  not  in  tlat  quirter 
so  that  Colonel  Hazens  infjimation  mu'*t  be  virong  I  ha^e  sent 
to  that  quarter,  to  know  whether  there  is  an^  foundation  foi  tit.  re- 
port, and  shall  give  jour  ExerOency  ihp  earliest  information 
I  am    &,c 

"  John  Sullivan." 

This  note  cai  ed  the  ordei  for  crossing  the  Brandjwine  to  be 
suspended,  and  it  ind  a  most  important  efl^ct  on  the  issue  of  the 
action  The  next  mtelhgence  was  Irom  C  bnri  Bland  win  was 
reconnoitring  with  i  partj  of  light  horse 
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"  A  quavter  past  One  o'clock. 
"  SlB, 

"I  have  discovered  a  party  of  the  enemy  on  the  heights,  just 
on  the  right  of  the  two  Widow  Davis's,  who  live  close  together  on 
the  road  called  the  Fork  Road,  about  half  a  mile  to  the  right  of 
the  Meeting-house  (Birmingham).     There  is  a  higher  hiil  in  their 

"  TiiEODORic  Bland. " 

This  note  waa  enclosed  lo  General  Washington,  with  another 
from  General  Sullivan. 

"  Two  o'clock,  P.  M. 
"  Dear  Genbrai., 
"  Colonel  Bland  has  this  moment  sent  mo  word,  that  the  enemy 
are  in  the  rear  of  my  right  about  two  miles,  coming  down.     There 
are,  he  says,  about  two  brigades  of  them.     He  also  says  ho  saw  a 
dust  back  in  the  country  for  above  au  hour.     I  am,  &c. 

"  John  Sullivak." 
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Sergeant  Tucl        f   1     1    U  1  t  by  me  en  purpose  to  make 

discoveries ;        d      1      h  d  p       d  he  said,   to   the   Lancaster 

Road.     This      t  II  d  d  by  ans  alter  my  opinion,  whicli 

was  founded,      t     po        y  1        I  dg    I  had  of  the  ftcts  but  upon 
PP    h  1       G        al  H  Id      k      h 

Ihyg'ffi  1  Idhd  I 

ddh  1  yp  h  11  g  Ihd 

hG  Ihldbghm  pi  I  1 

my        hd        g         Iglfhlhj  p  1 

d       d  f        h    Id    1  11        I    1     Id  b    ]    tl  d 

hldgfmhmp         f  11  Ihd  1        1 

1     b        1  d  f        f  y      I  f  1 

li  Mj         p  CO  m  1  d  f 

aid  1      C      II      J   hy      I    h  1        m  d  11 

M  f  II        1         if     I  d  mm 

P  po 

ColIH  mbfVg  po  df 

pyfll  hGaldd  p  1  I 

bC  dhj  Iiriihb 

d  f  1  h  Id        1  11  g  ]y  b  y    p 

dd  5  d    1  H   1  G        aj  I 

d  1  f    h  d  p  d  1        h  I 

Bhmyllpdhf  dl  jp 

I        g  f  d  bl         h  J  1 

aniJ  f  I  p    p    1    1  m  1     h  m  biy  h 

beth       wfh  d  dly         hhdlllppel 

II  I         pi  lldft  dfd  h 

lid  d       d  Id    I  II  g  II  hi 

P  dlis        f  ddmddj         '^olll         J 

id  1         b  bl         g  II  lb 

f        y       h  C  II      I  I  b    J. 

fydygl  )!IgI  1  h 

h   d    g      ]    p  be  d  d  1       J 

p  dl  II  k  dljhdb  d 
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Liided  in  Sullivan's  division  .the  brigade,  whicli  first  brolte 
ana  gave  way.  Congress  voted  an  inquiry  into  his  conduct,  at 
which  he  took  umbrage  and  resigned  his  commission.  In  his 
letter  to  Congress  he  complained  of  iiard  usage,  averring  tliat  he 
did  al!  in  his  power  to  rally  his  men,  being  wounded  in  the  attempt, 
and  said,  if  the  American  troops  would  run  away,  it  was  unjust  to 
c      u  e  1  m  1     tl  e  consequences.     There  was  some  truth  perhaps 

n  ti  emon  t  a  e  but  Deborre,  by  his  ignorance  of  the  character 
and  1  ab  t  of  tl  e  A  nerican  people,  had  rendered  himself  very  un- 
pop  la     n  the  a  my  and  Congress  accepted  his  resignatjon  without 

el    tanoe 


No.  III.  p.  83. 

BATTLE    OF   GERMANTOWN. 

Writers  have  found  much  difficulty  in  attempting  to  describe 
this  battle  in  such  a  manner,  as  to  present  a  satisfactory  explanation 
of  its  different  parts.  This  has  been  chiefly  owing  to  the  extreme 
darkness  of  the  morning,  which  rendered  it  impossible  for  the 
officers  themselves  to  obtain  a  knowledge  of  any  other  movements 
than  those  in  which  they  were  immediately  concerned.  The  fol- 
lowing letters  of  General  Sullivan,  General  Stephen,  and  Colonel 
Howard,  hitherto  unpublished,  will  afford  some  additional  parti- 
culars for  elucidating  the  subject. 


lip  f            my               h    b     I 

f  G    m                   li    p  i  ray         1            bef                  j 

pi                       f    h  f  I     ff         Up 

It's             k      p         f   h  my     f   ce           d       h  d  f     p 

Ippo             dhh  mly              pdh 
llf                    !                 dfh          dIdghhG 

man           fl     I    d  bj     1      H  f              1                       mp  d 

h    S\     Ikll        d     h        1,1  1                 1       f    h           d 

dngto         oodbo  Ifml                     II        Igh 

f      y              ped              1  h        f               hi! 
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h      f    1      8d 


M 

U     h 


f  li 


BI        TO       d  W  )         d  p 

ghiridhh  dTi 

b  d?yhpf  p  fXl  ] 

M        llbgd  dbMG        ]LdS 

Th        1  g  bflldbjC        J  gd        1 

I  d    h        1  Th      1    1      f   1        mid  h    SI  IP    1 

Rdld  Ch  HUG  C  ]  A 

h     b  1  d   P        j]  1  p 

I  I  d       1     I  h     S  h    11  Jl        d  ] 

Hanh  dh  jlffllT  ft 

pdfG  dSpl  d  ddtj 

M  J      G  I  G  1  Id  Y    1  I      d 

d  k    1  h        1         h       ofi     I       d    1     } 

m        d  kdl        IfG  IMD        11!        d 

1     1  h    n     k        1  Sm  11   ood     d  d  r 

b       d      f       ]  m  k        1  d  k    1 

f    I  gb  T  f 

P  i     h  h  b  pp      d     1         f 

h  gfl  y        lid  be  dh  y 

p    3    d  1     S       jl     1        b  p  11  d  1         Tl 

f  h    1  1  y       1  d 


PI 


Tb 


II    1  k      O 

J  !  f    1  p  M  HI)  m 

1    1     11        b  d         1    1       k     1  h  d 

Ch  Hill  g  mC         jbgd  d 

f  1  ililldbd  dhd 

A   )     f  II       d  by  C         )      b  g  d  k    1  mj      J     1 

All         H  My  d  f  11       d         !  f  C 

dV/  d  !  f  m  n     p    k 

d        d      dd    ly         f       d  b     all  1    h       f       J 

n  pUdGalC  finlbd 

pi       1     1 gh       f      )      11 


i 


I 


dl 


1 


fmd           ppohmTl  jd               gfl 

I'IddCIIFd  !b 

h          d           pdh           II  G  IWy         d 

dpfidgh            If  ghhid           f 
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G 

G        al 

fl  m 

fil      ft 
fl  m  d 

mm  G        ai  Am 


m  B       h 

II  d  d 

be    d 


g       W  IS 


g  G        aJ    G 

ft     T 
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dl  TF  -J  dffil  1  !g 

al  p  1      Ij  <1       fh  f 

1  Th  J    d        d  d  1  h 

b  d  d  p  b      1         f  Tl 

f  ly  (i  f  phldillj 

G  IWj         d  lldd  bjllf 

as        y  pp    h  !       i      fi  d  d  1 

mj      h       g  d  f      d  my  d  1  Ti  I 

codlllkfyd  II  11 

g  h  1  f      Th     fi  f  G  I  1 

y  h     J  f  1  q  b  d 

d        d  d         d  1  I     m  ffi 

lyqaidhhftsd  hp  h 

d        mhqar  Agm  dlbjCll 

Mh  Icedhpdy  hto  b  bg 

pp       d  by  so  h         gm  1  to  ped  tj 

L  M 11       h     b  C  1      1      f  p 

fd  f  fl  ydb  dg         ly  dd 

111  bid       hb  hddf 

d 
Myd  hg  fNhCJan  d 

byClIA  g        d  d  hy  {  C  d 

h  d  J  )  i        d  If      1       Ch         H 

d    fi  d  1  p       d    bj        J  pi 

d  11      p        d     1      f  f   1  1  1 

I  13  1  1  1         d ly  fi 
C!          H             f           h                     d  by    1        y     f      1  gh  h 

m  1        |,h      1        !  my  1    d  1  d         h 

m    d  =o  p    fl      g  gh  1 

Ipp  Ijldbf  1  d  y 

ff  1  ffi  11     1  ■«  h  !     1 

hyldb  gd  1         1  Ih         Ih  h 

fbp        Iggl  ddlmalm  fiffih 

W    h  d  f  lb  1 

"V^  1  11  d     I  d  d      O 

II  1        h  1  m     Ij  d 
d      "1^     1                   aJ     b!      fB                          1   m              h     b 

G  J  N    h        d  1  p   M  J 

1^  J     b  m  d    h  1  m 

O         tn  P    ]         M 11  ,        1       m         )  d 

of  another  aclJon.     The  misfortunes  of  this  day  were  principally 

owing  to  a  thick  fog,  which,  being  rendered  still  more  so  by  the 
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emol  e  jf  thp  cinnon  and  musl  Pt  j  prevented  our  troops  from 
di  covering  the  motions  ot  the  onemj  or  acting  in  concert  with 
each  other  I  Cdnnot  help  observing  that  with  great  concern  I 
saw  our  braie  Commander  exposing  himself  to  the  hottest  fire  of 
the  eneras  in  =iuch  a  manner,  that  regard  to  my  country  obliged 
me  to  ride  to  him  and  beg  him  to  retire.  He,  to  gratify  me  and 
somp  others  withdrew  a  small  distance  but  his  anxiety  for  the  fate 
of  the  di}  soon  brought  him  up  igain  where  he  remained  till  our 
troop    hi  1  letreated      I  am  &,c 

"  Jonx  Sn,LivAN." 


as     fl  d  b       h  p  I 

ddh  mh  m  hml 

p  d   b  B  d  d 


mm  h  d        d 

b  T       fi       p 

h  II 

CM  ai 

T  port  H  D  h 

d  d       mp  h  d 

n  pbib  dbd 

d         ph  pbedgn         ndd 

"  About  this  time  a  body  of  the  enemy  appeared  in  front  of  the 
right  of  General  Greene's  division,  and  on  the  left  of  mine.  I  led  on 
the  men  to  tlie  attack.  They  advanced  with  great  cheerfulness,  and 
the  enemy  were  driven  back  with  their  artillery.  Upon  this  a  rein- 
forcement to  the  enemy  came  in  sight  on  their  left,  when  I  sent  Mr. 
Black,  who  acted  as  aid-de-camp,  to  order  up  a  body  of  troops  un- 
employed on  my  right,  to  attack  the  reinforcement.  They  marched 
fowatds  the  enemy.  I  understood  they  were  Colonel  Spencer's  and 
Colonel  Patton's  regiments,  that  moved  towards  the  enemy ;  and,  upon 
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seeing  tliem  advance,  the  troops,  who  were  formerly  engaged,  pushed 
the  enemy  so  closely,  that  I  called  to  them  to  give  them  the  bayonet. 
Upon  hearing  this,  the  enemy's  officers  on  horseback  rode  to  their 
rear  out  of  sight,  many  of  their  men  running  after  them,  whilst  a 
party  ran  towards  our  troops  crying  for  quarter.  At  this  flafterinjc 
juncture,  a  large  corps  dressed  in  blue,  mistaking  the  enemy,  who 
had  surrendered,  for  a  party  coming  up  to  charge  them,  as  I  suppose, 
took  the  start.  I  called  out  from  the  front,  that  they  were  running 
from  victory,  and  hastened  to  them  to  stop  them,  but  to  no  purpose. 

"  Colonel  Lewis  and  Colonel  Russell,  of  General  Greene's  division. 
Colonel  Wood  with  his  regiment,  and  Major  Campbell  of  the  eighth 
of  my  division,  behaved  gallantly  durmg  the  action.  Colonel .  Lewis 
and  Colonel  Wood  kept  the  field  with  their  regiments,  until  they  weie 
ordered  to  retire,  when  the  enemy  were  advancing  against  them  on 
all  quarters.  Several  other  officers  may  have  distinguished  tliem- 
selves,  who  escaped  [ny  notice  in  the  heat  of  action.  I  am,  &c. 
"  Adah  Stephen." 

The  following  cxfiact  is  taken  from  a  letter,  written  by  Colonel 
John  E.  Howard  to  Colonel  Pickering,  and  dated  at  Baltimore, 
January  29th,  1827.  It  was  in  answer  to  inquiries  made  by  Colonel 
Pickering. 

"  Sullivan's  division  was  composed  of  the  seven  \I    yl     d      g 
menls  and  Hazen's  regiment,  formed  into  two  brigad  d      S    all 

wood  and  Gist ;  but  neither  of  those  oiScers  was  pre    nt  th  j  h 
command  of  the  Maryland  militia  under  Geneial  G      n        I 
major  of  the  fourth  regiment    commanded  by  Colon  1  H  11      hi 
was  on  the  extreme  left  of  the  diviaion      Sullnan  on  1  1    f  1 

lowed  closely  the  advance      \^  we  descended  mto  tl       all  y 
Mount  Airy,  the  sun  ro^^e    but  was  soon  obscured      Tl      B       h 
picket  at  Allen's  House  lad  two  si\.pou  deis   vhi  h  1 

times  fired  at  the  advance  and  kdled  several  per'^ons  SuUvans 
division  in  the  valley  left  the  road  and  moved  to  th  ri^ht  tliiough 
fields,  and  formed  in  akne  runmng  from  Allei'^  hfuse  t^iards  the 
Schuylkill;  our  left  about  tv^o  hundred  yards  )  om  tl  e  )  ouse  Soon 
after  being  formed,  we  had  order'^  to  mo^e  on  and  adianced  through 
a  field  to  the  encampment  of  the  British  light  mfantiv  in  in  orcl  ird 
where  we  found  them  formed  to  rccoiif  u=  A  close  and  sharp 
action  commenced,  and  continued  fifteen  or  twenty  mm ites  when 
the  British  broke  and  retreated  In  our  regiment  tour  offiuers  ind 
upwards  of  thirty  men  were  i  oinded  dud  lo  tl  e  !  e  1  of  m\  rec  1 
lection  several  men  were  1  illei      In  tl  e  ^^^^ncp  ^     1  id  inci  ned  to 
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the  left,  until  we  reached  the  road;  and       th        t  e  company, 

commanded   by   Captain  Daniel  Dorsej  d   tl      road.     It  is 

certain  that  no  other  part  of  the  army  w       p       i  t   hat  time. 

"  Colonel  Hall,  who  was  on  foot,  ord>     d        t    b     g  up  the  com- 
pany that  had  crossed  the  road ;  but,  1  nd        tl  gaged  from 
behind  houses  with  some  of  the  enemy       h     I      ^P      d   had    be- 
longed  to  the  picket,  I  judged  it  not  p    ^       t        U    1    m  off,  as  it 
would  expose  our  flank.     I  reported  to  C  1  n  1  H  11       ho  then  de- 
sired me  to  let  him  have  my  horse,  and      die        Id  b  ng  them  up 
him.clf.     Riding  one  way,  and  looking  another  the  horse  ran  with 
him  uader  a  cider-pres«  and  he  wa«  so  hurt  that  he  « as  taken  from 
the  field,  I  was  then  left  m  command  of  the  regiment  as  Lieutenajit- 
ColoTiel  Smith  Home  time  before  1  ad  Leen  deti»,hed  to  Port  Mifilin. 
The  enemy  by  this  time  had  given  nay     and  I  ju  hed  on  through 
thejr  encampment,  then  tents  standma-    and  in  tl  e  roid.  before  we 
came  opposite  to  Cheu  a  IIouso  took  two  s  x  pounder=  which  I  sup- 
posed were  those  that  had  been  with  the  picket     but   as  the  drag- 
ropes  had  been  cut  and  taken  away  «e  could  do  nothing  with  them. 
I  had  orders  to  keep  to  the  right  ot  the  road ,  and,  as  w  e  passed  Chew's 
House,  we  were  fired  at  from    1       j  p           d          b  d  no 
injury.     We  passed  on  to  the             f            1    to       h 
orchard,  where  we  were  halted        CI      1 H             I   pe  1  I 
larly  of  the  left  of  Sullivan's  d         n   and              J   b      1    1      f  i 
right,  aa  it  was  not  within  my             ft            ft       f        d      B      I 
know  that  in  advancing  they  fell             1              p         f  h  m\ 
and  had  a  sharp  action,  in  which  C  1      1  S               h    fi         2       n 
Majoi'  Forrest  of  the  third,  and  i       y     h       fT                            d  d 
"  Whilst  we  were  halted,  th    B       h         j                  m  d         1 
School-House  Lane,  directly  in         f                       vb    h     d    d  s     d 
from  us;  bat  owing  to  the  dens             f  1      f  g      1     h  h  d  ly 
increased  after  the  commencen              1               ,              Id           ee 
them.     About  the  time  of  the  attack  on  the  house'  a  part  of  Muhlen- 
terg's  and  Scott's  brigades,  from  the  left  whig,  particulariy  the  ninth 
Virginia  regiment,  commanded  by  Colonel  Mathews,  advanced  to 
the  eastward  of  Chew's  House,  and  penetrated  to  the  Market-House. 
The  British  General  Grey  brought  from  their  left  the  fourth  brigade 
under  Agnew,  and  three  battalions  of  the  third,  and  made  an  attack 
upon  them,  whilst  they  were  engaged  with  two  regiments  brought 
up  from  the  right  wing.     Thus  assailed  in  front  and  on  both  wings, 
Mathews  defended  himself  with  great  bravery,  and  did  not  surrender 
until  the  most  of  his  ofiicers  and  men  were  killed  or  wounded.     He 
himself  received  several  bayonet  wounds.     Sullivan  had  previously 
VOL.  V.                                    N  N 
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retreated  ■  for  we  heard  the  firing  at  that  phce   after  we  had  retired 


Ihe  diftinces  mentioned  b)  General  SuIInan  ire  not  precisely 
accurate  It  is  one  mile  only  flora  Mount  Airy  to  Chew's  House, 
and  the  same  di^tince  from  the  l-ittw  place  to  School-House  Lane, 
which  was  the  utmost  limit  to  which  Sulhian  s  diusion  penetrated, 
bemg  the  central  part  of  Germantown  In  the  mid^t  of  the  fog,  and 
in  the  confusion  of  battle  it  is  not  to  be  supposed,  that  an  exact 
est  iiate  of  di&fances  could  be  formed  A  leiy  interesting  letter 
from  Colonel  Pickering  iLspecting  the  Battle  of  Germantown,  is 
contiined  in  ll  e  Vmtt  Ame  ican  Rett  n   Vol  X\III.  p.  495. 

When  Generil  TV  ashing  ton  a  letter  to  Congress  describing  the 
battle  was  read  a  resolution  was  unanimously  adopted,  "  That  the 
thanks  of  Congress  be  gncn  to  GeneraM\  i^bington,  for  his  wise 
and  well-conceited  attark  upon  ihe  cnemj  s  army  near  Germantown, 
on  the  4th  instant  and  to  the  officeis  nnd  soldiera  of  the  army  for 
their  brave  exeitions  on  that  occasion  Congres  being  well  satisfied, 
that  the  beat  de  igna  and  boldest  efforts  may  sometimes  fail  by  un- 
foreseen incidents,  trusting  tliat,  on  future  occasions,  the  valor  and 
virtue  of  the  army  will,  by  the  blessing  of  Heaven,  be  crowned  with 
complete  and  deserved  success."  —  Journals,  October  Sth. 

Although  this  batlie  vas  a  fa  1  e  in  a  military  view,  yet,  politically 
considered,  it  was  em  nently  unportant.  At  the  first  interview  be- 
tween Count  Vergen  and  the  American  Commissioners  on  the 
subject  of  a  treaty  of  11  n  e  December  19tli,  1777,  the  minister, 
after  complimenting  tl  e  n  on  1  e  p  osperous  state  of  affairs  in  Amer- 
ica, and  conversin  f  one  t  ne  on  the  situation  of  the  two  armies, 
said,  "  that  notliing  had  struck  him  so  much  as  General  Washing- 
ton's attacking  and  giving  battle  to  General  Howe's  army;  that  to 
bring  an  army,  raised  within  a  year,  to  this,  promised  every  thing." 
—  Life  of  Arthur  Lee,  Vol.  I.  p.  S60.  It  has  been  usually  sup- 
posed, that  Burgoyne's  defeat  was  the  turning  point  with  the  French ; 
but  the  above  fact,  related  by  one  of  the  commissioners  who  was 
present,  is  a  proof  that  the  operations  of'General  Washington's  aimy 
had  tiieir  due  weight  in  the  scale. 
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STORMING  OF  FORTS   MONTGOMERY   AND 
CLINTON. 

GENERAL    PUTNAM    TO    GESEUAI.    WASHINGTON. 

Fislikill,  S  October,  1777. 
Dear  General, 

It  13  with  the  utmost  reluctance  I  now  sit  down  to  inform  you, 
that  the  enemy,  after  making  a  variety  of  movements  up  and  down 
the  North  River,  landed  on  the  morning  of  the  4th  instant  about  tliree 
thousand  men  at  Tarrytown;  and,  after  making  an  excursion  about 
five  milea  up  the  country,  they  returned  and  reemharked  the  morning 
following,  advanced  up  near  King's  Fciry,  and  landed  on  the  east 
side  of  the  river ;  but  in  the  evening  part  of  them  leembarked,  and 
the  morning  after  landed  a  little  above  King's  Ferry,  on  the  west  side. 
The  morning  being  so  exceedingly  foggy  concealed  then  scheme,  and 
prevented  us  from  gaining  any  idea  as  to  the  number  of  troops  they 
landed.  In  about  tiiree  hours  we  discovered  a  large  fire  at  the  ferry, 
which  we  imagined  to  he  the  store-honsea ;  upon  which  it  ivas 
thought  they  only  landed  with  a  view  of  destroying  the  said  houses. 
The  picket  and  scouts,  which  we  had  out,  could  not  learn  the  exact 
number  of  the  enemy  that  were  remaining  on  the  east  side  of  the  river 
but,  from  the  be'^t  accounfi,  the}  were  about  fifteen  hundred.  A 
the  same  time  a  number  of  sihips  and  giUeji,  with  about  forty  flat 
boati,  made  e^Ltj  appearance  of  (hen  intention  to  land  troops 
both  at  Foit  Indeprndenoe  and  PeeVskill  Landing  These  circum- 
stances, and  my  strength,  bping  not  more  than  twelve  Imndied 
Continental  troops  and  ihiee  hundred  militn,  presented  me  fiom 
detaching  a  parH  ti -ittick  the  enemy  th it  day  on  the  east  side  of 
the  river 

After  -ne  had  thought  it  impracticable  to  quit  the  heights,  which 
we  had  then  possession  ot,  and  attack  the  enemy,  Bngadier-General 
Parsons  and  myself  went  to  reconnoitre  the  ground  near  the  enemy; 
and  on  our  return  from  thence  we  were  alarmed  with  a  very  heavy 
and  hot  firing,  both  of  small  arras  and  cannon,  at  Fort  Montgomery, 
which  immediately  convinced  me  that  the  enemy  had  landed  a  large 
body  of  men  in  the  morning  at  the  time  and  place  beforementioned. 
Upon  which  I  immediately  detached  five  hundred  men  to  reinforce 
the  garrison ;  but,  before  they  could  possibly  cross  the  river  to  their 
assistance,  the  enemy,  far  superior  in  numbers,  had  possessed  them- 
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selves  of  the  fort.  Nevet:  did  men  behave  with  more  spirit  and 
activity,  than  our  troops  upon  this  occasion.  They  repulsed  the 
enemy  three  times  who  were  in  number  at  1      t  fi      to  G 

e  CI       n       d  G  1  Jam      Ci  1    p  b 

th  m  illdk  Ibhp  J 

t  halfhdbp  akh 

espG  CI  dPklllm 

ab        Inlknd        lid         fl        G       alP 
ad  aJhffi  aalhmpbl         m  nl 

po  PkkUhhf  hnp  gai  Ih 

enjh         afh         b  nthll  I 

was  thercfoie  agreed,  that  the  stores  ought  to  be  immediately  removed 
to  some  secure  place,  and  the  troops  take  post  at  Fishkill,  until  a 
reinforcement  of  militia  shall  come  to  their  aid.     I  am,  &c, 

IsKAKL  Putnam. 


New  Windsor,  9  Oetobei-,  1777. 

Dear.  General, 

I  have  to  inform  you,  that,  in  consequence  of  intelligence  re- 
ceived by  General  Putnam  from  General  Parsons  (who  lay  with  his 
brigade  at  the  White  Plains),  of  the  enemy's  having  received  a  rein- 
forcement from  Europe  at  New  York,  and  that  by  tfieir  movements 
there  was  reason  to  believe  they  intended  an  attack  on  Peekskill, 
and  to  possess  themselves  of  the  passes  in  the  Highlands,  the  General 
immediately  wrote  to  me  these  circumstances;  and,  to  prevent  if 
possible  the  disagreeable  consequences,  that  might  arise  if  the  army 
at  the  different  posts  was  not  timely  reinforced,  I  ordered  that  part 
of  the  militia  of  this  State,  that  had  not  already  marched  to  the 
northward,  to  move,  and  part  of  them  to  join  General  Putnam,  and 
the  remainder  to  reinforce  the  posta  of  Fort  Montgomery  and  Fort 
Clinton ;  but,  it  being  a  critical  time  with  the  yeomanry,  as  they  had 
not  yet  sown  their  grain,  and  there  being  at  that  time  no  appearance 
of  the  enemy,  they  were  extremely  restless  and  uneasy.  They  soli- 
cited General  Putnam  for  leave  to  return,  and  many  of  them  went 
home  without  his  permission.  Urged  by  these  considerations  ho 
thought  proper  to  dismiss  a  part  of  them. 

As  I  thought  it  essentially  necessary,  that  they  should  remain  in 
the  field  for  some  time,  in  order  to  check  the  progress  of  the  enemy, 
should  they  attempt  to  put  their  designs  in  execution,  I  issued 
another  order  for  one  half  of  them  immediately  to  march,  part  of 
them  to  join  General  Putnam,  and  a  sufficient  number  to  reinforce 
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the  forts  aud  the  pass  at  Sydman's  Bridge  at  the  mouth  of  the  Clove ; 
and,  in  order  to  induce  them  to  turn  out  with  the  greater  alacrity,  I 
thought  it  necessary  to  fix  their  time  of  service  to  one  month,  at  the 
expiration  of  which  time  they  were  to  he  relieved  by  the  other  half 
While  this  was  in  agitation,  and  before  a  proper  arrangement  could 
pMsibly  be  made  by  the  respective  officers,  as  to  what  part  of  them 
could  serve  for  the  first  month,  they  were  not  so  expeditious  as  was 
absolutely  necessary,  which  the  event  has  fully  evinced.  A  number 
of  the  enemy's  ships  made  their  appearance  on  the  3d  instant  in 
Tarrytown  Bay,  where  they  weighed  anchor  the  next  day,  being 
joined  by  several  ships  of  war  and  transports  from  New  York.  They 
proceeded  up  the  river  as  high  as  King's  Ferry,  and  at  daybreak  on 
Sunday  the  5tli  landed  a  considerable  body  of  men  on  Verplanck'a 
Point. 

As  I  was  apprehensive  from  many  circumstances,  that  an  attack 
on  the  forts  was  intended,  I  despatched  Major  Logan,  an  alert  officer, 
who  was  well  acquainted  with  the  ground,  on  Sunday  evening 
through  the  mountains  to  reconnoitre,  and  if  possible  gain  intelli- 
gence of  the  enemy's  motions.  The  Major  returned  about  nine  o'clock 
on  Monday,  informing  me  that,  from  the  best  intelligence  he  could 
procure,  and  the  rowing  of  the  boats,  he  had  reason  to  believe  they 
had  landed  a  considerable  force  on  the  west  side  of  the  river  at 
King's  Ferry,  and  between  that  and  Dunderberg ;  but,  as  the  morn- 
ing was  foggy,  it  was  impossible  to  discern  them,  so  as  to  form  any 
judgment  of  their  numbers.  As  soon  as  I  had  obtained  this  intelli- 
gence, I  immediately  despatched  lieutenant  Jackson  with  a  small 
party  to  discover  the  enemy's  movements;  but  they  had  not  pro- 
ceeded more  than  two  miles  on  the  Haverstraw  Road,  when  they  . 
were  attacked  by  a  party  of  the  enemy,  who  had  formed  an  ambus- 
cade at  a  place  called  Doodletown.  They  immediately  retreated 
aflier  returning  the  fire.  As  soon  aa  the  firing  was  heard,  I  detached 
Lieutenant-Colonel  Bruyn  with  fifl;y  Continental  troops,  and  as  many 
of  the  militia  under  Lieutenant-Colonel  M'Laughry,  to  sustain  Lieu- 
tenant Jackson ;  the  garrison  being  at  that  time  so  weak  that  we 
could  not  afford  them  greater  aid  on  that  road,  and  I    m  d 

would  be  necessary  to  send  out  a  party  likewise  on  1  e  o  d  1  1 
leads  to  the  Forest  of -Dean.  The  detachments  und  CI  el  B  yn 
and  M'Laughry  were  soon  engaged,  but,  being  too      ak  lad 

the  enemy's  great  force,  retreated  to  Fort  Clii  d  pu  1  e 

ground  inch  by  inch.     Their  gallant  opposition,  a  d    1  gh 

of  tlie  ground,  checked  the  progress  of  the  enemy  f         n 

While  matters  were  in  this  situation  m  the  neighb  d    f  F 
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Clinton,  a  large  body  of  the  enemy  wcro  advancing  on  the  road, 
which  leads  from  the  Forest  of  Dean  to  Fort  Montgomery.  As  I 
had  only  one  field-piece  at  the  ahove  fort,  I  ordered  Colonel  Lamb 
of  the  artillery  to  send  it  off  to  an  advantageous  post  on  that  road, 
with  a  covering  party  of  sixty  men,  and  another  of  the  same  number 
to  sustain  them,  in  order  to  give  the  enemy  a  check,  and  retard  their 
m  nil  f  fmGalP 

am         hmlhd  p        fhpp  Thd 
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!■             J 

d 

h 
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IddL  ClIL  mh  11 

kl!  lb  CIIL  h  d  d 

his  rank  and  business,  he  was  told  by  .the  bearer  of  the  flag,  tiiat  he 
was  Lieutenant-Colonel  Campbell,  and  that  he  came  to  demand  the 
surrender  of  the  fort  to  prevent  the  effusion  of  blood.  Colonel  Liv- 
ingston replied  that  he  had  no  authority  to  treat  with  him,  but,  if  they 
would  surrender  themselves  prisoners  of  war,  they  might  depend 
upon  being  well  treated ;  and  if  they  did  not  choose  to  accept  of  those 
terms  they  might  renew  the  attack  as  soon  as  he  should  return  within 
the  fort,  he  being  determined  to  defend  it  to  the.Iast  exti'emity.  As 
soon  as  Lieutenant-Colonel  Livingston  returtied,  the  attack  was  re- 
newed with  great  violence;  and,  alter  as  obstinate  a  resistance  as  our 
situation  and  the  weakness  of  the  garrison  would  admit,  having 
defended  the  works  from  two  o'clock  till  the  dusk  of  the  evening, 
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the  enemy,  by  the  supeiiontv  of  numbers  fjiecd  the  works  on  all 
aides.  The  want  of  men  prevtnted  us  fro  n 'iUBtamm:;  ind  'iuj.porfing 
every  part,  having  received  ns  remforcement  fiom  Geneial  Putnani 

0  nd  pri'ajners    i&  not  so  great  as  might 
be  strength  ot  the  enemy  and  our  w  eafc 

pe  My  brother  was  wounded  with  a 

an      ffi  men  and  myself  hiving  (he  advantage 

acqmmted  with  the  ground    were  so 

ft  e  under  coierof  the  night    aher  the 

he  work=      I  was  so  happy  as  to  get 

and  immediateh  waited  on  General 

P  erting  mea'jures  for  our  futuie  opeia 

p  of  Gencril  Clmfon    and  impede  hi' 

g  vemeats  of  Bui:rojne  fiom  the  north 

ass  E  cellencv    that  I  am  ueii  conunced    if 

ig  her  too  fist  to  coirespond  with  our 

een  disappointed  in  their  e\pectations , 

m  red  n  en  from  General  Putnam  s  army 

were  at  the  east  side  of  the  river  ready  to  pass  for  oui  relief  «hen 

the  works  were  forced     and  many  of  the  militia  were  in  the  moun 

tains  on  their  march  to  (on  us  had  not  the  communication  between 

\is  and  them  been  cut  ofl 

1  have  to  add  that  by  some  fatality  the  two  Continental  frigates 
were  lost,  they  having  been  ordeied  down  by  General  Putnam  iDr  the 
defence  of  the  chain  ;  hut  he  ig  badly  manned  thej  could  not  be 
got  off  in  time,  though  I  ordcied  the  =i}ip  Congress  to  proceed  to 
Fort  Constitution  the  day  hefoie  the  attick  lest  &he  should  meet  with 
a  disaster;  and  the  ship  Montgomery,  which  lay  near  the  chain, 
having  neither  anchor  nor  cables  to  secure  her,  it  being  the  ehh  of 
tide  and  the  wind  failing,  fell  down  so  near  the  chain,  that  Captain 
Hodge  was  constrained  to  set  her  on  fire  to  prevent  her  from  filling 
into  the  hands  of  the  enemy.  The  Congress,  unfortunately  getting 
aground  on  the  flat  near  Fort  Constitution,  shared  the  same  fate. 
Fort  Constitution,  being  destitute  of  troops  to  defend  it,  was  evacuated, 
after  bringing  off  part  of  the  stores.  I  am  now  about  three  miles 
fi'om  New  Windsor,  with  Colonel  Samuel  B.  Webb's  regiment  of 
Continental  troops,  the  remains  of  Colonel  Dubois',  about  one  hun- 
dred of  Colonel  Lamb's  regiment,  who  escaped  from  the  fort,  and 
some  militia ;  and  I  intend  to  collect  what  force  I  possibly  can  to 
oppose  the  enemy,  should  they  land  on  this  side  of  the  river. 

Sir  Henry  Clinton  commanded  in  person.  Governor  Tryon, 
General  Vaughan,  and  two  other  general  officers,  were  with  him. 
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relates  to  Fort  Montgomery  and  its  dependencies,  it  may  fall  ou 
me  alone ;  for  I  should  be  guilty  of  the  greatest  mjustice,  w  ere  I  not 
to  declare,  that  the  officers  and  men  onder  mf  o±  the  diffeient  Lorps 
behaved  with  the  greatest  spirit  and  bravery,     I  "m  &,t 


No.  V.  p.  94. 
DUCIli'S   LETTER. 

Tiie  Reverend  Jacob  Dache  was  an  Episcopal  clergyman  of 
Philadelphia,  celebrated  as  an  eloquent  and  popular  preacher.  He 
was  descended  from  a  most  respectable  family,  and  educated  at  the 
university  in  that  city.  So  captivating  was  his  eloquence,  aided 
by  a  harmonious  voice  and  elegance  of  person,  that  he  was  con- 
sidered by  many  to  rival  Whitefield.  At  the  beginning  of  the  revolu- 
tion he  took  an  active  part  on  the  side  of  the  American  whigs,  and 
opened  the  first  Congress  with  a  prayer  at  the  request  of  that  body. 
He  also  preached  the  funeral  sermon  of  Peyton  Handolph,  the  first 
President,  and  afterwards  a  sermon  before  Congress  on  the  occasion 
of  a  public  fast.  In  these  performances  his  sentiments  were  patriotic, 
and  so  highly  approved,  that  Congress  invited  him  to  become  their 
chaplain.  In  this  station  he  continued  for  several  months,  and  re- 
tired from  it  on  account  of  ill  health  and  his  other  duties. 

A  few  weeks  after  Washington  was  appointed  Commander-in-chief, 
he  preached  a  discourse  to  Colonel  Dickinson's  first  battalion  of  city 
troops,  which  was  printed,  and  which  was  dedicated  to  General 
Washington.  In  a  letter,  accompanying  a  copy  of  the  discourse,  he 
wrote,  "  If  the  manner  in  which  I  have  treated  the  subject  should 
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have  the  least  good  influence  upon  the  hearts  and  actions  of  the 
militaty  freemen  of  America,  or  should  add  one  more  virtuons  motive 
to  those,  by  wliich  I  trust  they  are  already  actuated,  it  will  be  the 
best  return  I  can  receive  from  my  fellow  citizens  for  this  labor  of 
love.  I  have  long  been  an  admirer  of  your  amiable  character,  and 
was  glad  of  this  opportunity  of  paying  jou  my  little  tribute  of  re- 
sp  t"  Tl  1  1  t 
p    f  did 
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taken  and  circulated,  and  it  was  soon  pimted  m  the  newspapeia 
The  respectable  character  of  Mr.  Duche  and  the  re  narkable  tenor 
of  the  letter,  gave  it  notoriety  at  the  time  and  caused  the  particular 
to  be  recorded  among  the  events  of  history 

Mr.  Duche  had  married  a  sister  of  Mr  Francis  H  pi  inwn  one 
of  the  signers  of  tho  Declaration  of  Independence  who  wl  en  thp 
letter  was  written,  was  at  Bordentown,  as  a  member  of  the  Conti 
nental  Navy  Board.  A  copy  was  forwarded  to  Mr  Hoplimson  and 
he  wrote  a  letter  to  Mr.  Duche  on  the  subject  whii,h  he  enclosed  io 
General  Washington,  that  it  might  be  transmitted  ts  him  in  Phila 
delphia  through  the  regular  conveyance  ol  a  flag 

WASHINGTON  ^ 


"  Head-Quarters,  31  NovemLer,  1777. 
"  SfR, 
"  I  am  favored  with  yours  of  the  l-lth  instant,  inclosing  a  letter  for 
the  Reverend  Mr.  Duche.  I  will  endeavour  to  forward  it  to  him, 
but  I  imagine  it  will  never  be  permitted  to  reach  his  hands.  I 
confess  to  you,  that  I  was  not  more  surprised  than  concerned,  at 
receiving  so  extraordinary  a  letter  from  Mr.  Duche,  of  whom  I  had 
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entevtained  the  most  fav 
suppose,  that  it  was  rath 
sentiments  ;  but  I  very  m 
respectable  characters,  in 
stowed  the  most  unprovok 
it  to  the  same  cause,  or 
cured  to  engage  me  to  sac 
"  1  nevc!r  intended  to  m 
it  before  Congress.  I  tlio 
for,  had  any  accident  hap 
mand,  and  it  had  ever  al 
been  written  to  and  race 
that  I  had  betrayed  my  c 
spondence,  if  kept  a  secre 
cion  t  I  thank  you  for 
pleased  to  express  of  me 
induce  you  to  alter  them 


Mr.  HopkJnson's  letter 
place,  not  more  on  accoun 
of  the  force  and  feeling  wi 
patriotism  and  public  virtu 


TO   JACOB    DDCHE. 


"  Bordentowii,  14  November,  1777. 
"  Dear  Brother, 

"  A  letter  signed  with  your  name,  dated  at  Philadelphia,  on  the  8th 
of  October,  and  addressed  to  his  Excellency  General  Washington, 
is  handed  about  the  country.  Many  copies  are  taken,  and  I  doubt 
not  but  it  will  soon  get  into  tlie  press,  and  become  public  throughout 
the  continent.  Words  cannot  express  the  grief  and  consternation 
that  wounded  my  soul  it  the  sight  of  this  fatal  performance.  What 
infatuation  could  i  flue  ce  jo  to  offer  to  1  s  Excellency  an  address, 
filied  with  gro  s  n  eprese  tat  on  Jl  beral  abuse,  and  sentiments 
unworthy  of  a  n  an  of  characte  t  Yo  1  a  'e  endeavoured  to  screen 
your  own  weaknes  es  by  the  m  st  a  tful  glosses,  and  to  apologize  to 
the  Genera]  for  tl  e  stab  1 1}  of  }our  temper  in  a  manner,  that  I  am 
sure  cannot  be  sat  "ifactory  to  jo  r  o   n  co    cience. 

"  I  could  go  fl  ough  tl  s  e\traordmary  letter,  and  point  out  to 
you  truth  distorted  in  e  erj  lead  ig  pa  t     But  the  world  will  doubt- 
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m  <J    g  e  risibilities 

g  iblo  divest 

3  at  induced 
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C  m     t  of  many 

Eg  m  w  not,  and 

h                                  ur  Y  entured  to 

rt                                                      ft  E  g  France,  and 

Am                                        m         g                           h  m  your  con- 

g  po  you  to  be 

m  m  desirous  of 

h  r  conduct ; 
m  g  you  odious 

to  those,  on  whom  the  happiness  of  your  future  life  must  depend. 

"  You  presumptuously  advise  our  worthy  General,  on  whom  mil- 
lions depend  with  implicit  confidence,  to  abandon  their  dearest  hopes, 
and  with  or  without  the  consent  of  his  constituents  to  '  negotiate  for 
A})ierica  at  the  head  of  his  army.'  Would  not  the  blood  of  the  slain 
in  battle  rise  against  sttch  perfidy  ?  And  with  whom  would  you  have 
him  negotiate?  Are  they  not  those,  who,  without  the  sanction  of 
any  civil,  moral,  or  religious  right,  have  come  three  thousand  miles 
to  destroy  our  peace  and  property,  to  lay  waste  your  native  country 
with  fire  and  sword,  and  cruelly  murder  its  inhabitants?  Look  for 
their  justice  and  honor  in  their  several  proclamations,  and  look  for 
their  humanity  in  the  jails  of  New  York  and  Philadelphia,  and  in 
your  own  Potter's  Field.  The  wliole  force  of  the  reasoning  contained 
in  vour  letter  tends  to  this  point ;  that  virtue  and  honor  require  na 
to  stand  by  truth,  as  long  as  it  can  be  done  with  safety,  but  that  her 
cause  may  be  abandoned  on  the  approach  of  danger;  or,  in  other 
words,  tbat  the  justice  of  the  American  cause  ought  to  bo  squared  by 
the  success  of  her  arms. 

"  On  the  whole,  I  find  it  impossible  to  reconcile  the  matter  and 
style  of  this  letter  with  your  general  conduct,  or  with  the  virtues  of 
your  heart.     I  would  fain  hope,  notwithstanding  your  assertion  to 
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timidity    fj  mp        h  I  fj  ur  newes,  and  the  undue 

influence    f  h  by  B  11    1  e  world  hold  you  so  ex- 

cused! WU  h  d  d  1  y  h  so  freely  censured  and  char- 
acterized w  1  mp  !  h  d  ess  for  yoa  1  I  fear  not. 
They  will  ly  d  f  j  du  by  rashness,  and  proportion 
their  res  n            to    1    ir      n    b  1  j  wounds  you  have  given. 

1  pray  G  d  P  y  I  m  is  of  extricating  yourself 
from  thi  ass  d  ffi  I  y  T  y  own  part,  I  have  well 
considered  1  p  pl  h  h  I  x)l  pirt  with  my  country,  and 
am  deter  d  b  d  by  ]  i  1  st  extremity.  I  beg  ray 
love  to  my  g  1  d  j  ff  te  sisters.  I  often  think 
of  them  h  p  d  n  1  hey  should  suffer  from  the 
want  of  those  necessary  supplies,  that  are  now  cut  off.  May  God 
preserve  them  and  you  in  this  time  of  trial.     I  am,  &c. 

"  Francis  Hoi'kinson." 

Mr.  Duche  went  to  England  with  his  family,  and  was  appointed  a 
preacher  in  the  Lambeth  Asylum,  where  the  fame  of  his  eloquence 
drew  around  him  a  large  concourse  of  hearLt=  He  iv  ai  re'*j  ectpd  by 
the  best  classes  of  society,  and  appears  to  have  iccoived  a  compclpnt 
remuneration  for  his  pastoral  serviceo,  and  to  hive  cnjojed  all  ll  at 
consideration  to  which  he  was  entitled  bv  his  character  and  profes- 
sion. He  was  il!  at  ease,  however,  in  a  foreign  land,  and  sighed  to 
return  to  his  native  country.  The  following  letter  is  creditable  to 
his  heart,  and  shows  at  least  that  he  was  conMmt  in  his  attachments, 
and  ready  to  confess  an  error  info  which  he  had  been  betiai  d  bi  a 
weakness  of  judgment. 
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„  g  "  Agylum,  Lambeth,  2  April,  J7a3. 

"  Will  your  Exceliency  condescend  to  accept  of  a  few  lines  from 
one,  who  ever  was  and  wishes  still  to  be  jour  sincere  friend,  who 
never  intentionally  sought  to  give  you  a  moment's  pain,  who  enter- 
tains for  you  the  highest  personal  respect,  and  would  be  happy  to  be 
assured  under  your  own  hand,  that  he  does  not  labor  under  your 
displeasure,  but  that  you  freely  forgive  what  a  weak  judgment,  but  a 
very  affectionate  heart,  once  presumed  to  advise?  Many  circum- 
stances, at  present  unknown  to  you,  conspired  to  make  me  deem  it 
my  duty  to  write  to  you.  Ignorance  and  simplicity  saw  not  the 
necessity  of  your  divulging  the  letter.  I  am  convinced,  however, 
that  you  could  not,  in  your  public  station,  do  otherwise.  I  cannot 
say  a  word  in  vindication  of  my  conduct  but  this,  that  1  had  been 
for  months  before  distressed  with  continual  apprehensions  for  you 
and  all  my  friends  without  the  British  lines.  I  looked  upon  all  as 
gone ;  or  that  nothing  could  save  you,  but  rescinding  the  Declaration 
of  Independency.  Upon  this  ground  alone  I  presumed  to  speak ; 
not  to  advise  an  act  of  base  treachery,  my  soul  would  have  recoiled 
from  the  thought;  not  to  surrender  your  army,  or  betray  the  righ- 
teous cause  of  your  country,  but,  at  the  head  of  that  army,  supporting 
and  supported  by  them,  to  negotiate  with  Britain  for  our  constitu- 
tional rights. 

"  Can  you  then  join  with  my  country  in  pardoning  this  error  of 
judgmenf!  Will  you  yet  honor  me  with  your  great  interest  and 
influence,  by  recommending,  at  least  expressing  your  approbation  of 
the  repeal  of  an  act,  that  keeps  me  in  a  state  of  banishment  from  my 
native  country,  from  the  arms  of  a  dear  aged  father,  and  the  em- 
braces of  a  numerous  circle  of  valuable  and  long-loved  friends?  Your 
liberal,  generous  mind,  I  am  persuaded,  will  never  exclude  me  wholly 
from  your  regard  for  a  mere  political  error ;  especially,  as  you  must 
have  heard,  that,  since  the  date  of  that  letter,  I  have  led  a  life  of 
perfect  retirement,  and  since  my  arrival  in  England  have  devoted 
myself  wholly  to  the  duties  of  my  profession,  and  confined  my  ac- 
quaintance to  a  happy  circle  of  literary  and  religious  frieuds. 

"  I  have  written  to  ray  father  and  to  many  of  ray  friends  largely 
on  this  subject,  requesting  them  to  make  such  application  to  the  State 
of  Pennsylvania  in  my  behaJf,  as  may  be  judged  necessary  and  ex- 
l>edient.  Should  this  application  be  honored  with  success,  I  know 
of  nothing  that  would  more  effectually  satisfy  my  desir««  in  a  matter 
VOL.  V.  61  o  O 
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of  such  impoitance  to  myself  and  my  family,  as  a  line  or  two  ftom 
your  Excellency,  expressive  of  your  approbation  of  my  return.  Tem- 
poral emoluments  are  not  wanting  to  induce  me  to  remain  for  life  on 
this  side  of  the  Atlantic.  I  have  been  most  hospitably  received  and 
kindly  treated  by  all  ranks  of  people,  and  I  should  be  ungrateful  not 
to  acknowledge  in  the  strongest  terms  my  obligations  to  those,  who 
have  placed  me  in  the  easy  and  comfortable  situation  I  now  enjoy. 
It  is  not  necessity,  therefore,  but  unalterable  affection  to  my  native 
country,  that  urges  me  to  seeic  a  return.  With  every  good  wish  and 
prayer  for  your  beat  felicity,  and  my  most  hearty  congratulations  on 
the  happy  event  of  peace,  I  have  the  honor  to  be  your  Excellency's 
most  obedient  and  humble  servant,  ^ 

"  Jacob  Ducnii." 


WASHINGTON   t 


'Sir, 


"  Head-Quarters,  10  August,  1763. 


our  letter  of  the  "d  of  Aprd  and  rellecting  on 
iti  ccntent=i  I  cannot  but  say  thit  I  am  learfilj  soiij  fji  the  occa- 
s  )n  Hhich  has  producel  if  Pei'Jonal  enmilj  I  bear  nune  to  any 
min  So  tar  thrrefore  a=  jour  irturn  to  this  countrj  depends  on 
mj  prnate  loice  it  would  be  gnen  in  fa^oi  of  it  with  cheertuliiess. 
But  remoied  as  I  m  irom  the  peoj.le  and  policy  of  the  State  in 
which  you  foimerly  resided  ind  to  whose  determination  your  case 
must  be  submitted  it  is  my  dutj  whatever  may  be  my  lULlination, 
to  leaie  its  dec  =ion  to  its  constitut  onU  judges  Sho  Id  this  bo 
agreeable  ta  joui  wishe  it  (.annot  iad  to  meet  m  cntne  appro- 
batnn      I  am  &.c 

George  \\  ashin^ton  " 

The  laws  of  Pennsylvania,  excluding  the  refugees  from  that  State, 
were  not  repealed  till  after  the  adoption  of  the  Constitution  of  the 
United  States,  Mr.  Duch6  returned  to  Philadelphia  in  the  year 
1790,  much  broken  in  health,  having  suffered  a  paralytic  affection. 
lie  died  in  1794,  being  then  about  sixty  years  of  age. 
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No.  VI.  p.  139. 


PAHTICULARS  RESPECTING  THE  CABAL  WHICH  EXISTED 
AGAINST  GENERAL  WASHINGTON  IN  CONGRESS  AND  IN 
THE   ARMY. 


On  this  subject  I  shall  do  little  more  than  bring  together  such 
papers  relating  to  it,  as  have  fallen  into  my  hands.  They  will  afford, 
I  believe,  nearly  all  the  positive  testimony  that  exists,  as  to  the 
origin,  motives,  and  doings  of  the  faction,  commonly  known  by  the 
name  of  Conway's  Cabal  ^  It  has  received  this  appellation  from  the 
circumstance  of  its  having  first  been  brought  to  light  through  the 
agency  of  that  olTicer,  and  of  his  having  acted  a  conspicuous  part  in 
its  progress.  The  brief  note  in  the  text,  from  Washington  to  Con- 
way, is  the  earliest  public  record  bearing  on  the  subject.  A  week 
afterwards  Conway  wrote  the  following  letter.  It  would  seem,  that 
there  had  been  in  the  mean  time  an  interview  between  Washington 
and  Conway,  or  a  written  explanation  on  the  part  of  tJie  latter,  which 
has  not  been  preserved. 


"__Camp,  IQ  Novcmler,  \m .  —  Sir,  The  hopes  and  appeal  once 
of  a  French  war,  along  with  some  other  reasons,  ha^e  mduced  me  to 
send  my  resignation  to  Congress.  As  soon  as  the  trial  of  Genera! 
Stephen  is  over,  I  hope  your  Excellency  will  ppimit  me  to  depart 
from  the  army,  in  order  to  return  to  France  as  soon  as  po'isible  I 
return  thanks  to  your  Excellency  for  the  civilities  you  have  shown  me 
while  I  had  the  honor  of  being  under  your  orders,  and  beg  you  will 
accept  of  jny  warm  and  sincere  wishes  for  the  liberty  of  America 
and  the  success  of  your  arms.     I  am,  &.c." 

The  resignation,  of  General  Conway  was  not  accepted  hy  Congress. 
On  the  contrary,  he  was  a  month  afterwards  elected  inspector-general 
of  the  army,  with  the  rank  of  major-general.  This  was  a  proof,  that 
a  majority  of  the  members  of  Congress  were  not  friendly  to  the  Corn- 
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maiider-in-chief,  since  the  intrigues  of  Conway  against  Washington 
were  perfectly  well  known  in  that  assembly.  General  Washington's 
sentiments  had  been  expressed  most  unequivocally  in  a  letter  to 
llichard  Henry  Lee,  dated  October  17t!i,  in  ivhich,  after  alluding 
to  the  report  that  Conway  was  about  to  be  appointed  major-general, 
he  said,  "  It  will  be  as  unfortunate  a  measure  as  ever  was  adopted ; 
I  may  add,  and  I  think  with  truth,  that  it  will  give  a  fatal  blow  to  the 
existence  of  the  army."  Notwithstanding  this  opinion  thus  pointedly 
declared,  and  notwithstanding  the  insidious  conduct  of  Conway,  the 
appointment  was  made. 

The  following  letter,  the  original  of  which  was  found  among 
General  Gates's  papers,  is  without  signature;  but  there  are  strong 
reasons  for  believing  it  to  have  been  written  by  a  member  of  Congress. 


■'  neadi  17  .A  &  I  77  —  My^dear  General  Gates;  The 
scenes  of  )  pi  y  h  h  n  1  ged  eo  expeditiously,  and  with 
such  great  g  n  him  fairly  lost  in  my  endeavours  to 

trace  my  h  h  h  h  n  nj  at  parts  of  his  character.  You 
have  saved  n  h  h  n  ph  and,  in  spite  of  our  consummate 
and  repeated  b]  nd  uig  3  u  1  changed  the  constitution  of  the 
southern  c  mp  1      p         f  the   enemy,  from  offensive  to 

defensive.     If  y       Id  n  d     'ith   this  army  we  might  have 

opposed,  bu  CO  Id  n      1  acted,  the  deep-rooted  system  of 

favoritism,     lib  h       f     1    at  New  York,  and  which  now 

has  arrived  f  II  g        h       d  maturity.     Repeated  slights  and 

unjustifiabl  b      d       h  other  causes  to  drive  from  the 

army  those      I  Id  h  p  1  e  image,  and  pay  an  undeserved 

tribute  of  p  J  fl        y       1     great  and  powerful.     The  list  of 

our  disgusted  patriots  is  long  and  formidable;  their  resentments  keen 
against  the  reigning  cabal,  and  their  powers  of  opposition  not  des- 
picable. 

"  The  campaign  here  must  soon  close.  If  no  brilliant  action  takes 
place  before  it  ends,  if  our  troops  aie  obliged  to  retire  to  Lancaster, 
Reading,  or  Bethlehem  for  winter- quarters,  and  the  country  below  is 
left  open  to  the  enemy's  flying  parties,  great  and  very  general  will 
be  the  murmurs  ;  so  great  and  so  general,  that  nothing  inferior  to  a 
Commander-in-chief  will  be  able  to  resist  the  mighty  torrent  of  public 
clamor  and  public  vengeance.  We  have  had  a  noble  army  melted 
down  by  ill-judged  marches,  which  disgrace  their  authors  and  direc- 
lors,  and  which  have  occasioned  the  severest  and  most  just  sarcasm 
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and  contempt  of  our  cnomiea.  How  much  you  a  e  o  be  e  ed  v 
dear  GeneraJ !  How  different  your  conduct  and  ou  f  u  e  In 
short,  this  army  will  be  totally  lost,  unless  you  con  e  do  n  and  collect 
the  virtuous  band,  who  wish  to  fight  under  your  ba  e  a  d  h 
their  aid  save  the  southern  hemisphere.  Congre  s  must  send  tor 
you.     I  have  ten  thousand  things  to  tell.     I  am,  t^c 


"  Readirig-,  28  November,  1777,  —  My  dear  General ;  An  extract 
from  General  Conway's  letter  to  you  has  been  procured,  and  sent  to 
head-quarters.  The  extract  was  a  collection  of  just  sentiments ;  yet 
such  as  should  not  have  been  entrusted  to  any  of  your  family.  General 
Washington  enclosed  it  to  General  Conway  without  remarks.  It  was 
supported,  and  the  freedom  of  the  sentiment  was  not  apologized  for; 
on  tlie  contrary,  although  some  reflections  were  made  on  some  people, 
yet  the  practice  was  pleaded  boldly,  and  no  satisfaction  given.  My 
dear  General,  take  care  of  your  sincerity  and  frank  disposition  ;  they 
cannot  injure  yourself,  but  may  injure  some  of  your  best  friends. 
Atfectionately  yours." 


"  Albany,  3  Decemler,   1777.  —  Dear  General;  Your  excellent 

letter  }ias  given  me  pain  ■  for  at  the  same  time  that  I  am  indebted  to 

y      f         J         d       f  h  so  of  our  misfortunes,  your  judicious 

b  k  1 1    of  the  difficulty  there  is  in  remedying 

h         !        1     1  d  ccess.     The  perfect  establishment  of 

il      yd      p  vith  the  honor  and  principles,  which 

I         b       1       h  d    m     g     a  free  people,  is  not  only  the  work  of 

g  b        m      B      d       G  neral,  you  have  sent  your  resignation ; 

d  I  y       If    dly  1   p    it  will  not  be  accepted  ;  it  ought  not. 

Tl  p    by     h    1  1      long  subsisted  between  the  French  and 

e  until  they  cease  to  be  neighbours. 

kmd      The  separation  occasioned  by 

ce  has    removed  the    cau'^e   of  that 

nnexion  oi  the  British  colonists  has 

p        d        1        b  nit  the  French,  and  those  who  were 

1    d       h  N   V  that  Michiavelism  can  be  no  longer 

p    d      keep  up  those  prejudices  m  the  minds  of  the  unthinking 

amongst  us,  the  French  and  the  people  of  the  United  States  will 

become  &iends;    and    I  am  amazed'that  men,  in  the  station  you 

O  O" 
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that  I  should  detect  the  person,  who  has  been  ^uihj  ot  that  .net 
infidelity.     I  cannot  trace  him  out  unless  I  have  your  assistance." 


"  Albani/,  4  December,  1777.  —  Dear  General  Miffi 
yours  of  the  28f  h  of  November  reached  my  hands.  Its  contents  have 
inexpressibly  distressed  me;  for,  though  to  this  moment  I  have  been 
ruminating  who  could  be  the  villain,  that  has  played  me  this  treacher- 
ous trick,  yet  I  can  find  no  clae  to  a  discovery.  There  is  scarcely 
a  man  living,  who  talces  greater  care  of  his  papers  than  I  do.  I 
never  fail  to  lock  them  up,  and  keep  tlie  key  in  my  pocket.  I  assure 
you,  ray  dear  General,  I  am  as  cautious  to  whom  I  show  a  private 
letter,  as  any  of  my  raost  sensible  and  scrupulous  friends.  Yesterday 
the  original  of  the  enclosed  to  General  Conway  was  sealed  up  to  be 
sent,  when  I  received  yours,  which  caused  the  postscript  to  he  added 
to  it.  This  untoward  affair  makes  me  the  more  unhappy,  as  a  very 
valuable  and  polite  officer  was  thrown  into  a  situation,  which  must 
inoreaise  his  disgust. 

"  No  punishment  is  too  severe  for  the  wretch,  who  betrayed  me ; 
and  I  doubt  not  your  friendship  for  me,  as  well  as  your  zeal  for  our 
safety,  will  bring  the  name  of  the  miscreant  to  public  light.     To 
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enable  you  to  act  with  all  possible  propriety,  I  enclose  copies  of  my 
letters  to  the  General  and  to  the  President  of  Congress  on  the  same 
subject.  Believe  that  in  any  matter,  which  shall  affect  your  peace  of 
loind,  you  will  find  in  me  that  warmth,  which  your  known  sincerity 
convinces  me,  that  I  shall  experience  from  you.  I  am,  my  dear 
General,  your  affectionate  friend." 

HORATIO    GATES    TO    GEORGE    WASHINGTON. 

"  Albani/, S  December, 1777.  —  Sir;  I  shall  not  attempt  to  describe 
what,  as  a  private  gentleman,  I  cannot  help  feeling,  on  representing  to 
my  mind  the  disagreeable  situation  in  which  confidential  lettei-s, 
when  exposed  to  public  inspection,  may  place  an  unsuspecting  cor- 
respondent; but,  as  a  public  ofiicer,  I  conjure  your  Excellency  to 
give  me  all  the  assistance  you  can,  in  tracing  out  the  author  of  the 
infidelity,  which  put  extracts  from  General  Conway's  letters  to  me 
into  your  hands.  Those  letters  have  been  stealingly  copied;  but 
which  of  them,  when, .and  by  whom,  is  to  me  as  yet  an  unfathomable 
secret.  There  is  not  oiie  officer  in  my  =iuite,  nor  amongst  those  who 
have  free  access;  to  me,  upon  w  hom  I  could,  h  ith  the  least  justiln  ation 
to  myself,  fis  the  suspicion ,  and  yet  mj  umeasmess  may  depine  me 
of  the  usefulness  of  the  woithie^t  men  It !«,  I  believe,  m  joui  E\- 
ceUency's  power  to  do  me  and  the  United  States  a  sery  important 
service,  by  detecting  a  wretch  who  may  belray  me,  and  capitally 
injure  the  very  oppiations  undei  jour  immediate  directions  For 
this  reason.  Sir,  I  beg  jour  E\cellencj  will  iaior  me  with  the  proof 
yon  can  procure  to  that  eftet-t  But  the  crime  being  eieutuallj  so 
important,  that  the  least  lo=s  ol  time  mv,  bo  attended  with  the  noi^t 
conseriuences,  and  it  being  unknown  to  me,  whether  the  letter  came 
to  you  from  a  member  oi  Congreas  or  from  an  officer,  I  shall  haie 
the  honor  of  tranomitting  a  copy  of  this  to  the  Piesident,  that  the 
Congress  may,  m  concert  with  joui  Evcellenci,  obtain  as  soon  as 
possible  a  discoiers,  which  so  deeply  aflects  the  safety  of  the  states 
Crimes  of  tliat  magnitude  ought  not  to  remain  unpuni,.hed.  I  have 
the  honor  to  be,  &c." 


"  AUtany,  11  December,  1777.  —  "  Sir;  The  perusal  of  the  en- 
closed will  sufficiently  inform  your  Excellency  of  the  treachery, 
which  occasioned  my  writing  to  Genera]  Washington,  that  1  miglit 
discover  the  wretch  who  betrayed  me.     The  same  anxiety  dictatc.t 
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mo-        pe  fide  ice  ]n  your  care  to  defend  mj  own  honor 

or  prudence,  which  seem  to  stand  indirectly  impeached,  I  shall  wait 
for  the  result  of  your  assisting  the  GencraJ  in  this  affair.    I  am,  &,c." 


;    LAFAYETTE    1 


"  Camp,  30  December,  1777.  —  My  dear  General ;  I  went  yester- 
day mornmg  to  head-quarter=i,  with  in  mtentionof  =peakmn  ti  wui 
Fxcellencj  but  you  were  too  bu&j  and  I  'ihdll  state  m  thi-,  letter 
what  I  wished  to  saj  I  need  not  tell  jou  how  =otry  I  am  at  what 
has  lately  happened  it  is  a  nece'^  aiy  lesiilt  of  my  teudn  anl 
respeaful  Iriendohip  for  jou  whioh  is  is  t  ue  ml  candil  is  the 
other  sentiments  of  my  heirt  and  much  stionger  than  "^o  new  an 
acquaintance  might  see  n  to  admit  But  another  reason  for  mj  con 
cern  is  my  ardent  and  perhaps  e  ithu^iasfio  wish  for  the  happiness 
and  hbeity  of  this  country  I  see  plainly  that  America  cin  deieiid 
herself  if  pioper  measures  are  taken  but  I  begin  to  fear  thit  she 
may  be  Jo^t  bj  ler=tlf  and  her  own  sons 

When  I  was  in  Emope  I  thought  that  here  almost  eierj  min 
was  a  lover  of  libertj  and  would  rather  die  t  ee  than  Ine  a  shie 
You  can  coiiceiie  mj  astonishment  when  I  saw  that  Torjnm  Wda  a 
apparently  profpssed  as  H  higism  itself  Thuic  aie  open  disse  i,ions 
m  Congress  parties  who  hate  one  anothei  as  much  as  the  commjii 
enemy  men  who,  without  knowing  any  thing  about  war  undeitake 
to  judge  you  and  to  malte  ridiculous  compaiisons  They  aie  in 
fatuated  with  Gates  without  thmkmg  of  the  diflerence  of  cucum 
stances  and  belie*  e  that  attacking  is  the  onlj  thing  necessary  to 
conquer  These  ideai  are  entertamed  by  some  jealous  men  and 
peihaps  seciet  fiiendsof  the  Bnt  ih  government  who  want  t^push 
}ou  in  a  moment  of  ill  hum  31  to  some  rash  enterprise  uj-on  the  1  nes 
or  against  a  much  stronger  atmv 

I  should  not  take  the  liberty  of  menlionmg  these  pan  Lihrs  to 
jju  il  I  had  not  received  a  letter  from  a  jouig  gord  nat  ni,d  ogntle 


,dhy  Google 


Appendix.]  CONWAY'S    CABAL.  489 

man  at  Yorktown,  whom  Conway  lias  ruined  by  liia  cunning  and  bad 
advice,  but  who  entertains  the  greatest  respect  for  you.  I  have  been 
surprised  to  see  the  poor  establishment  of  the  Board  of  War,  the  differ- 
ence made  between  northern  and  southern  departments,  and  the  orders 
from  Congress  about  military  operations.  But  the  promotion  of  Con- 
way is  beyond  all  my  expectations.  I  should  be  glad  to  iiave  new 
major-generals,  because,  as  I  know  that  you  take  some  interest  in 
my  happiness  and  reputation,  it  will  perhaps  afford  an  occasion  for 
your  Excellency  to  give  me  more  agreeable  commands  in  some  in- 
stances. On  the  other  hand,  General  Conway  says  he  is  entirely  a 
man  to  be  disposed  of  by  me,  he  calls  himself  my  soldier,  and  the 
reason  of  such  behaviour  towards  me  is,  that  ho  wishes  to  be  well 
spoken  of  at  the  French  Court;  and  his  protector,  the  Marquis  de 
Castries,  is  an  intimate  acquaintance  of  mine. 

"  But  since  the  letter  of  Lord  Stirling,  I  have  inquired  into  his 
character,  and  found  that  he  is  an  ambitious  and  dangerous  man. 
He  has  done  all  in  his  power  to  draw  off  my  confidence  and  affection 
from  you.  His  desire  was  to  engage  me  lo  leave  this  country.  I 
now  see  all  the  general  officers  of  the  army  against  Congress.  Such 
disputes,  if  known  to  the  enemy,  may  be  attended  with  the  worst 
consequences.  I  am  very  sorry  whenever  I  perceive  troubles  raised 
amongst  defenders  of  the  same  cause;  but  my  concern  is  ranch 
greater,  when  1  find  officers  coming  from  France,  officers  of  some 
character  in  my  country,  to  whom  a  fault  of  that  kind  may  bo  im- 
puted. The  reason  for  my  fondness  for  Conway  was  his  being  a 
very  brave  and  very  good  officer.  However,  that  taJent  for  manceuv- 
ring,  which  seems  so  extraordinary  to  Congress,  is  not  so  very  diffi- 
cult a  matter  for  any  man  of  common  sense,  who  applies  himself  to 

I  d  General  Duportail  and  some  other  French 

ofii  hi  p  1  en  to  me,  the  justice  to  say,  that  I  found  them 

I  ix>  Id        h     p      this  occasion,  although  it  has  made  a  great 

n  m  y      the  army.     I  wish  your  Excellency  could  let 

1        k         h  ary  you  are  to  them,  and  engage  them  at  the 

1     p  pe  ce  and  reinstate  love  among  themselves,  till 

h  1    n  h       little  disputes  shall  not  be  attended  with  such 

n  I        uld  be  too  gi-eat  a  pity,  that  slavery,  dishon- 

d    1  1  appiness  of  a  whole  nation,  should  issue  from 

fl        1  ff     n       b      ixt  a  few  men. 

Y  ill  p  h  1  find  this  letter  very  unimportant;  but  I  was 
desiro  of  expla  ng  to  you  some  of  my  ideas,  because  it  will  con- 
tribute to  my  sat  fact  on  to  be  convinced,  that  you,  my  dear  Genera], 
who  1  a  e  been  so    ndulgent  as  to  permit  me  to  look  on  you  .-is  a 
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friend,  sh    Id  k         m  I !  1  1 

countty  f        1         ]  F  T  f  1  1 

with  joj      b       S       b     d       1       C         )  II  I 

countrym  1  j  p         d    1  1  3      TJ 

gentlem      h  g  d  m       y  g  n>j    ma„  1 

ideas  ofglydhgpj  Im  f       h 

too  cert  ydce  mlldj  hfl 

about  w  lllpo  dl  dsp  hh 

has  give  hpceflyp  hll 

should  b      bl         b  f  1  y  i  ph  My 

of  deser  }  PP    '  d       1  j        i    II 

employ  y         an  I  f     y     J  y  y 

power  to  d      r  b       1       y        f  d  I    h  1!  f  11 

it  and  s  as       11  by  d        b      11    h  j 

power.     Y  11  pd  p  YId  ilp 

perhaps  make  me  too  warm,  but  I  feel  the  greatest  concern  at  recent 
events.  With  the  most  tender  and  profound  respect,  I  have  the 
honor  to  be,  fcc." 

tJliORGE    WASiitXGTON    TO    THE    MARQUIS    DE    LAFAYETTE. 

"  Head-Quarters,  31  December,  1777.  —  My  dear  Marquis ;  Your 
favor  of  yesterday  conveyed  to  me  fresh  proof  of  that  friendship  and 
attachment,  which  I  have  happily  experienced  since  the  first  of  our 
acquaintance,  and  for  which  I  entertain  sentiments  of  the  purest 
affection.  It  will  ever  constitute  part  of  my  happiness  to  know,  that 
I  stand  well  in  your  opinion ;  because  I  am  satisfied  that  you  can  have 
no  views  to  answer  by  throwing  out  false  colors,  and  that  you 
possess  a  mind  too  exalted  to  condescend  to  low  arts  and  intrigues 
to  acquire  a  reputation.  Happy,  thrice  happy,  would  it  have  been 
for  this  army,  and  the  cause  we  are  embarked  in,  if  the  same  gener- 
ous spirit  had  pervaded  all  the  actors  in  it.  But  one  gentleman, 
whose  name  you  have  mentioned,  had,  I  am  confident,  far  different 
views.  His  ambition  and  great  desire  of  being  puffed  off,  as  one  of 
the  first  officers  of  the  age,  could  only  be  equalled  by  the  means 
which  he  used  to  obtain  them ;  but,  finding  that  I  was  determined 
not  to  go  beyond  the  line  of  my  duty  to  indulge  him  in  the  first,  nor 
to  exceed  the  strictest  rules  of  propriety  to  gratify  him  in  the  second, 
he  became  my  inveterate  enemy;  and  he  has,  I  am  persuaded,  prac- 
tised every  art  to  do  me  an  injury,  even  at  the  expense  of  reprobating 
a  measure,  which  did  not  succeed,  that  he  himself  advised  to.  How 
far  he  may  liave  accomplished  his  ends,  I  know  not ;  and,  except  for 
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alyfm    ly         ,b  ,  g  ,P 

to  meet  with  nothing  but  sunshine.  I  have  no  doubt  that  every  thing 
happens  for  the  best,  that  we  shall  triumph  over  all  our  misfoitunes, 
and  in  (be  end  be  happy  ;  when,  my  dear  Marquis,  if  you  will  give 
me  your  company  in  Virginia,  we  will  laugh  at  our  past  difficulties 
and  the  folly  of  others  ;  and  I  will  endeavour,  by  every  civility  in 
my  power,  to  show  you  how  much  and  how  sincerely  I  am  your  af- 
fectionate and  obedient  servant." 

QEOROE    WASHINGTON    TO    THE    I'liESmUNT    OP    COKGnESS. 

"  VaUei/  Forge,  4  January,  1778.  —  SiE ;  Unwilling  as  I  am  to 
add  any  thing  to  the  multiplicity  of  business,  that  necessarily  engages 
the  attention  of  Congress,  I  am  compelled  by  unaioidaMu  nei.e'isity 
to  pass  my  answer  to  General  Gates  tlirou^h  iheir  hand';  ^Vlnt 
could  induce  General  Gates  to  communicate  to  that  honoiable  body 
a  copy  of  his  letter  to  me  is  beyond  the  depth  of  my  comprehension, 
upon  any  fair  ground  ;  but  the  fact  being  so,  must  sta  id  as  an  apol- 
ogy for  the  liberty  of  giving  yon  this  trouble,  which  no  other  con- 
sideration would  have  induced  me  to  take  ^^nh  the  gic-itest 
respect,  Sir,  I  am,  &,c." 

GEORGE    WASHINGTON    TO    HORATIO    GATES. 

"  Valhy  Forge,  4  January,  1778.  —  Sir;  Your  letter  of  the  8th 
ultimo  came  to  my  hands  a  few  days  ago,  and  to  my  great  surprise 
informed  me  that  a  copy  of  it  had  been  sent  to  Congress,  for  what 
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reason  I  find  myself  unable  to  account;  but  as  omp  end  doubtless 
was  intended  to  be  answered  by  it,  I  am  la  d  under  tl  e  d  sagreeabk 
necessity  of  returning'my  answer  through  tl  e  san  e  cha  ne!  lest  any 
member  of  that  honorable  body  should  harbour  an  favorable  sus- 
picion of  my  having  practised  some  indirect  ea  s  to  co  le  at  the 
contents  of  the  confidential  letters  between  jo  and  General  Conway. 
"  I  am  to  inform  you  then,  that  Colonel  Wilk  nsoi  on  h  s  way  lo 
Congress  in  the  month  of  October  last,  fell  th  Lo  d  Stirling  at 

Reading,  and,  not  in  confidence  that  I  ever  derstood  nformed  his 
aid-de-camp,  Major  M'^Williams,  that  General  Conway  liad  written 
this  to  you  ;  '  Heaven  has  been  determined  to  save  your  country,  or 
a  weak  General  and  bad  counsellors  would  have  ruined  it.'  Lord 
Stirling,  from  motives  of  friendship,  transmitted  the  account  with  this 
remark ;  '  The  enclosed  was  communicated  by  Colonel  Wilkinson  to 
Major  M«Williams  ;  such  wicked  duplicity  of  conduct  I  shall  always 
think  it  my  duty  to  detect.'  In  consequence  of  this  information,  and 
without  having  any  thing  more  in  view  than  merely  to  show  that 
gentleman,  that  I  was  not  unapprized  of  his  intriguing  disposition, 
I  wrote  to  him  a  letter  in  these  words ; 

"  '  Sir ;  A  letter,  which  I  received  last  night,  contained  the  follow- 
ing paragraph;  "  In  a  letter  from  General  Conway  to  General  Gates 
he  says,  '  Heaven  lias  been  detamiaed  to  save  ymtr  country,  or  a  weak 
General  and  bad  countellot  s  would  Itave  j  umed  tt  I  am  Sir,  &rc."  ' 
"  Neither  this  letter,  nor  the  information  which  occasioned  it,  was 
ever  directly  or  indirectly  communicated  bj  me  to  a  single  officer  in 
this  army  out  of  my  own  family  e\ceptmg  the  ftlarquis  de  Lafayette, 
who,  having  been  spol  en  to  on  the  subject  by  General  Conway, 
applied  for  and  saw  undei  mjuncttons  of  secrecy  ihc  letter,  which 
contained  Wilkinson  i  infoimation  so  desuous  was  I  ot  concealing 
every  matter  that  could  in  its  consequences  gnc  the  smallest  inter- 
ruption to  the  tranquillity  of  this  array,  or  afford  a  gleam  ot  hope  to 
the  enemy  by  dissensir  ns  therem 

"  Thus,  Sir,  with  on  openress  and  candor  which  I  hope  will  ever 

characterize  and  maik  my  conduct  have  I  complied  wi,th  your  request. 

Th       1}      n         I      1    po     1  as        finding  how  matters  stand, 

1  d  111  cess     ly  been  obliged  to  name  a 

gnlm  II        p         ddlh       hi  never  exchanged  a  word 


y  h  nds,  I   never  knew  that 

!  m         I  ght  of  a  stranger  to  you, 

11      d  d  I  suspect  that  I  was  the 
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subject  of  your  confid       al  P  d    g, 

that,  so  far  from  cone      n      h       h  h     S  be 

affected,  or  in  the  smaJ        d  d    b        d   oo  lis 

kind,  ov  that  I  should  b  d     p  h  so  p 

out  the  author,  I  conaid      d   h     n      n       n  tr  if 

and  given  with  a  friend  n,       d  j         y    o 

forearm  me,  against  a  secret  enemy,  or  in  other  o  d  a  da  e  oiia 
incendiary;  in  which  character  sooner  or  Jate  1  s  coun  y  ill 
know  General  Conway.  But  in  this,  as  in  othe  a  e  a  f  la  e,  I 
have  found  myself  mistaken.  I  am.  Sir,  your  most  obedient  servant." 

JAMES    CKAIK    TO    GEORGE    WASHINGTON. 

"Port  Tobacco,  Maryland,  Q  January,  1778.  —  Dear  Sir;  Not- 
withstanding your  unwearied  diligence,  and  the  unparalleled  sacrifice 
of  domestic  happiness  and  eaae  of  mind,  which  you  have  made  for 
the  good  of  your  country,  yet  you  are  not  wanting  in  secret  enemies, 
who  would  rob  you  of  the  great  and  truly  deserved  esteem  your 
country  has  for  you.  Base '  and  villanous  men,  through  chagrin, 
envy,  or  ambition,  are  endeavouring  to  lessen  you  in  the  minds  of  the 
people,  and  taking  underhand  methods  to  traduce  your  character. 
The  morning  I  left  camp,  I  was  informed  by  a  gentleman,  whom  I 
believe  to  be  a  true  friend  of  yours,  that  a  strong  faction  was  forming 
against  you  in  the  new  Board  of  War  and  in  the  Congress.  If 
alarmed  me  exceedingly,  and  I  wished  that  he  had  informed  me  of  it 
a  day  or  two  sooner,  that  I  might  have  taken  an  opportunity  of 
mentioning  it  to  you.  He  begged  that  I  would  do  it  before  I  went 
away;  but  upon  consideration  I  thought  I  had  better  defer  it  until 
I  reached  home,  as  perhaps  I  might  make  some  further  discoveriea 
on  my  way.  At  my  arrival  in  Bethlehem  I  was  told  of  it  there,  and 
was  told  that  I  should  hear  more  of  it  on  my  way  down.  I  did  so, 
for  at  Lancaster  I  was  still  assured  of  it,  All  the  way  down  I  heard 
of  it,  and  I  believe  it  is  pretty  general  over  the  country.  No  one 
would  pretend  to  affix  it  on  particulars,  yet  all  seemed  to  believe  it. 

"  It  was  said,  that  some  of  the  eastern  and  southern  members 
were  at  the  bottom  of  it,  particularly  one,  who  has  been  said  to  be 
your  enemy  before,  but  denied  it,  Richard  Henry  Lee;  and  that 
General  MifHin,  in  the  new  Board  of  War,  was  a  very  active  person. 
This  last  I  am  afraid  is  too  true.  I  have  reason  to  believe  he  is 
not  your  friend  from  many  circumstances.  The  method  they  are 
faking  is  by  holding  General  Gates  up  to  the  people,  and  making 
them  believe  that  you  have  had  a  number  three  or  four  times  greater 
VOL.  V.  p  p 
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than  tbe  enemy,  and  have  done  nothing  ;  that  Philadelphia  was  given 
np  by  your  management,  and  that  you  have  had  many  opportunities 
of  defeating  the  enemy ;  and  many  other  things  as  ungenerous  and 
unjust.  These  are  the  low  artifices  they  are  malting  use  of.  It  is 
said  they  dare  not  appear  openly  as  your  enemies,  hut  that  the  new 
Board  of  War  is  composed  of  such  leading  men  as  will  throw  such 
obstacles  and  difficulties  in  your  way,  as  to  force  you  to  resign.  Had 
I  not  been  assured  of  these  things  from  such  authority,  that  I  cannot 
doubt  them,  I  should  not  have  troubled  you  with  this.  My  attach- 
ment to  your  person  is  such,  my  friendship  is  so  sincere,  that  every 
hint,  which  has  a  tendency  to  hurt  your  )ionor,  wounds  nie  most 
sensibly,  and  I  write  this  that  you  may  be  apprized,  and  have  an  eye 
towaid  those  men,  and  particularly  General  Mifflin.  He  is  plausible, 
sensible,  popular,  and  ambitious,  taltes  great  pains  to  draw  over  every 
officer  he  meets  with  to  his  own  way  of  thinking,  and  Js  very  engaging. 
"  The  above,  I  can  with  sincerity  say,  I  have  written  from  pure 
motives  of  friendship,  and  I  have  no  enmity  to  any  of  these  men,  any 
further  than  they  are  enemies  to  you.  If  they  are  your  enemies, 
every  honest  man  must  naturally  conclude  they  are  enemies  to  their 
country,  and  the  glorious  cause  in  which  we  are  engaged,  and  will 
no  doubt  most  strenuously  exert  every  nerve  to  disappoint  their 
villanous  intentions.  That  God,  of  his  infinite  mercy,  may  protect 
and  defend  you  from  all  your  open  and  secret  enemies,  and  continue 
yoi!  in  health  to  finish  your  glorious  undertaking,  is  the  sincere  prayer 
of  your  most  devoted  and  obliged  humble  servant. 
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nor  wish  to  be,  supposing  you  to  be  an  absolute  king,  yet  it  would 
be  more  generous,  more  to  your  glory  and  intetest,  to  despise  the 
vile  reports  of  any  officious  sycophant,  than  to 'gratify  your  resent- 
ment against  any  officer  concerned  in  such  reports.  I  do  not  pretend, 
Sir,  to  be  a.consummate  general;  but,  as  an  old  sailor  knows  more  of 
a  ship  than  admirals  who  have  never  been  at  sea,  long  experience 
and  constant  practice  made  me  think,  that  I  could  in  some  measure 
be  a  helping  hand  in  putting  your  army  upon  a  better  footing,  and  in 
correcting  the  many  abuses  of  vuhich  no  one  is  more  sensible  than 
you  are, 

"  I  cannot  believe.  Sir,  neither  does  any  officer  in  your  army 
believe,  that  the  objection  to  my  appointment  originates  from  any 
body  living  but  from  you;  for,  since  three  foreign  officers,  who  did 
not  serve  here  or  eisewhere  as  long  as  I  did,  have  been  promoted 
without  difficulty,  I  have  and  every  one  has  reason  to  conclude,  that 
my  promotion  would  have  been  acceptable,  had  you  seemed  to  give 
it  the  least  countenance.  But  the  two  receptions  you  honored  me 
with,  when  I  paid  you  my  respects,  and  tiie  dissatisfaction  you  testified 
at  the  resolves  of  Congress,  were  more  than  sufficient  to  incense  the 
officers,  and  to  encourage  them  to  an  opposition.  Your  dispositions 
towards  me.  Sir,  have  been  clear,  and  the  very  behaviour  of  some 
gentlemen  of  your  family  did  not  permit  me  nor  any  one  else  to 
entertain  the  least  doubt  of  them.  I  have  told  you.  Sir,  and  have  the 
honor  to  repeat  to  you,  that  I  do  not  wish  to  give  you  or  any  officer 
in  the  army  the  least  uneasiness.  Since  yoti  will  not  accept  of  my 
services,  since  you  cannot  bear  the  sight  of  me  in  your  camp,  I  am 
very  ready  to  go  wherever  Congress  thinks  proper,  and  even  to 
France;  and  I  solemnly  declare,  that,  far  from  resenting  the  un- 
deserved rebuke  I  met  with  from  you,  I  shall  do  every  thing  in  my 
power  to  serve  this  cause.  These  are  the  true  sentiments  with  which 
I  remain.  Sir,  &c." 

ANONYMOUS    LETTER    TO    PATRICK    HENHV. 

"  Yor&town,  m  Januari/,  J77S.  —  Dear  Sir ;  The  common  dan- 
ger of  our  country  first  brought  you  and  me  together.  I  recollect 
with  pleasure  the  influence  of  your  conversation  and  eloquence  upon 
the  opinions  of  this  country  in  the  beginning  of  the  present  contro- 
versy. You  first  taught  us  to  shako  off  our  idolatrous  attachment  to 
royalty,  and  to  oppose  ifs  encroachments  upon  our  liberties,  with 
our  very  lives.  By  these  means  you  saved  us  from  ruin.  The 
independence  of  America  is  the  offspring  of  that  liberal  spirit  of 
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thinking  and  acting,  which  followed  the  de  t      t         t  tl  pt 

of  iiings,  and  the  mighty  power  of  Great  Brif 

"  But,  Sir,  we  have  only  passed  the  Red  S  V  d       ^       Id 

ness  is  still  before  us;  and  unless  a  Moses  or      J    1  dp 

in  our  behalf,  we  must  perisii  before  we  re  !  ti  p  m  d  I  d 
We  have  nothing  to  fear  from  our  enemie  th         j      &  1 

Howe,  it  is  true,  has  taken  Philadelphia ;  b  f  }     1  11         d 

his  prison.     His  doininions  arc  bounded  o       11      d      bj    1  t 

sentries.  America  can  only  be  undone  by  herself  She  I  1^  p  t 
her  councils  and  arms  for  protection     bill  h         H 

representation  in  Congceaa  dnindled  jy  y-o  mb 

her  Adams,  her  Wilaoii,  her  Henry  g  1  H 

councils  weak,  and  partial  remedies    pp!    d  ly  f  1 

diseases.     Her  army,  what  i-f  it?     A       j  1  bel 

called  it  a  few  dajs  ago,  m  my  hear  b     D        1  1 

or  wholly  neglected.     The  quarter-r  d  3     d  j 

ments  filled  with  idleness,  ignoranc  dpi  hi 

crowded  with  six  thousand  sick,  but  h  If  p  d       1 

accommodations,  and  more  dying  in   h  h  h      p<-         d 

in  the  field  during  the  whole  of  th    1  mp  Tl  y 

depreciating,  without  any  effectual  i     as  g      I 

the  country  distracted  with  the  Don  Q,  mp  g  I        h 

price  of  provisions;  an  artificial  fam  db  d         al 

dreaded  from  it;  the  spirit  of  the  pe  pi    f  I         h        1 
mate  acquaintance  with  the  causes  f  m     j      b- 

mitting  daily  to  general  Howe ;  and  m  h  d  1 

avoid  the  calamities  which  threaten  y      B 

desperate?     By  no  means.     We  h  d  d  h 

enough  to  save  us,  if  they  could  be  c  II  d  Tl  h    n 

army  has  shown  us  what  American  ar  p  fal  f  do  ^,  nith  a 
General  at  their  head.  The  spirit  of  the  southern  army  la  no  way 
inferior  to  the  spirit  of  the  northern.  A  Gatei,  a  Lee,  or  a  Conway, 
would  in  a  few  weeks  render  them  an  irresistible  body  of  meu  The 
last  of  the  above  officers  has  accepted  of  the  new  office  of  inspector- 
general  of  our  army,  in  order  to  reform  abuses;  but  the  remedy  is 
only  a  palliative  one.  In  one  of  his  letters  to  a  friend  he  says,  '  A 
great  and  good  God  hath  decreed  America  to  he  free,  or  the  [General] 
and  weak  counsellors  would  have  ruined  her  long  ago.'  You  may 
rest  assured  of  each  of  the  facts  related  in  this  letter.  The  author 
of  it  is  one  of  your  Philadelphia  friends.  A  hint  of  his  name,  if 
found  out  by  the  handwriting,  must  not  be  mentioned  to  your  most 
intimate  friend.     Even  the  letter  must  be  thrown  in  the  fire.     But 


,dhy  Google 


ArPEKDIX.] 


COSWAyS  CABAL. 


497 


some  of  its  conlents  ought  to  be  made  public,  in  order  to  awaken, 
enlighten^  and  alarm  our  country.  I  rely  upon  your  prudence,  and 
am,  dear  Sir,  with  my  usual  attachment  to  you,  and  to  our  beloved 
independence,  yours  sincerely." 


The  following  curious  paper,  dated  Januai'y  17tii,  ^ 
cated  anonymously  to  CoDgiess,  under  a  cover  directed  to  Mr.  Lau- 
rens, the  President.  Instead  of  laying  it  before  Congress,  or  showing 
it  to  any  other  person,  Mr.  Laurens  enclosed  it  to  General  Washing- 
ton. It  was  entitled  Thoughts  of  a  Freeman.  I  have  seen  no  hints, 
which  afford  a  clue  to  its  author.  It  must  have  been  drawn  up  by 
one  of  the  leaders  of  the  faction,  and  doubtless  contains  a  summary 
of  all  the  topics  of  complaint,  which  the  opponents  to  tlie  Com- 
mander-in-chief used  for  effecting  their  aims. 


II—  h 

m     y  mil     by  1 

d  Ipl  1         111 


PAPER   TBAN9MITTEB    TO    CONGRESS. 

\x  y     1         g  h        1  pp  c 

d       d     1        p  1         y 

d    IP 


f  1 


f 


d     f  Am 


Ph  1  d  iph 


Th 


f 


g    dd 


1 


1     ml       by   h 


h    A 
lb 
the  honorable  Congress 


J 


dby 


h        h  d    h    p        p  1    h 
f       ly        1     1     d     f  1        a 
1  many  cases  haie  been  too  much  led  by 
military  men ;  that  such  precedents  may  in  time  become  dangerous ; 
that  it  is  high  time  for  the  honorable  Congress,  as  the  superior  power 

VOL.  V.  63  p  p  * 
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of  America,  to  exercise  their  authority  with  strict  justice  and  impar- 
tiality ;  that  the  late  success  to  the  northward  was  owing  to  a  change 
of  commanders ;  that  the  southern  array  would  have  been  alike  suc- 
cessful, had  a  similar  change  taken  place ;  that  the  enemy  have  been 
greatly  deceived,  having  no  reason  to  expect  so  valuable  a  prize  as 
the  city  of  Philadelphia  with  so  few  broken  bones ;  that  after  they 
got  Philadelphia  they  might  have  been  destroyed,  having  exposed 
themselves  several  times. 

"  That  had  proper  supplies  been  given  to  the  forts  on  the  river, 
their  shipping  could  not  have  come  op,  without  which  they  could  not 
have  stayed  in  the  city ;  that  the  sending  of  generals  from  head- 
quarters to  order  the  erazure  and  evacuation  of  Red  Bank  Fort  is 
very  mysterious;  that,  if  they  only  were  fit  to  judge,  they  ought  to 
have  been  sent  six  weeks  sooner,  and,  if  the  forts  were  not  sufficient, 
to  have  given  orders  and  directions  to  have  them  made  so ;  that  those 
judges  must  be  ignorant  of  General  Greene's  coming  to  their  relief, 
or  else  they  would  not  have  ordered  the  said  evacuation  ;  that  when 
members  of  the  same  body  act,  not  in  conjunction,  but  in  opposition 
to  each  other,  it  argues  great  weakness  in  the  head;  that,  if  the 
enemy  again  come  out  to  forage,  which  they  cannot  avoid,  the 
supreme  poii'er  ought  to  give  orders  for  their  being  attacked  at  all 
events ;  that,  if  there  is  no  general  fit  and  willing  to  lead  on  the  said 
attack,  the  said  power  ought  to  send  one ;  that  it  is  a  very  great 
reproach  to  America  to  say  there  is  only  one  general  in  it ;  that  tlie 
enemy  have  not  eight  thousand  effective  men  in  and  about  the  city 
of  Philadelphia ;  that  the  increasing  of  the  standing  army  is  not  rigjit, 
except  better  methods  are  adopted  for  supplying  the  same ;  that  no 
action  has  yet  been  lost  for  want  of  men,  able,  willing,  and  fit  to 
fight;  that  the  present  army,  with  the  militia,  ai'e  sufficient  to  con- 
quer the  present  force  of  the  enemy,  at  least  they  were,  not  long  ago ; 
that,  if  the  army  js  not  better  managed  than  heretofore,  numbers 
will  avail  nothing. 

"  That  the  dividing  and  subdividing  the  quarter-master's  depart- 
ment has  been  prejudicial  to  the  country  as  well  as  to  the  army ;  that 
the  army  was  better  supplied,  and  the  country  people  better  satisfied, 
before  than  since  ;  that  many  of  the  good  people  of  these  States  have 
been  very  ill  used,  who  have  supplied  the  quarter-master's  depart- 
ment, who,  after  many  journeys  for  their  money  and  receiving  only 
the  insolence  of  office,  have  despaired  of  ever  getting  it;  that  the 
carriages,  horses,  and  harness,  belonging  to  the  army,  are  in  a  very 
bad  condition ;  that  the  greater  part  of  the  horses  will  be  unfit  for 
service  before  spring,  if  better  methods  of  procuring  forage  are  not 
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speedily  adopted  ;  that  the  present  place  of  encampment  is  il!  chosen 
on  account  of  forage;  that  there  is  too  much  forage  left  within  reach 
of  the  enemy,  though  even  yet  a  great  deal  of  it  might  be  brouglit 
off;  that  'ione  departments  ot  the  ai'my  ought  to  be  strictly  inspected, 
and  the  heads  should  be  bound  in  large  securities,  until  all  demands 
against  said  departments  are  paid  off,  and  their  accounts  appear  fair ; 
that  some  peo]  le  haie  too  much  interest  in  the  continuance  of  the 
war ;  that  the  several  departments  of  the  ai-my  are  in  a  very  bad 
state 

"  That  the  head  cannot  possibly  be  sound,  when  the  whole  body 
is  disordered  that  the  people  of  America  have  been  guilty  of  idol- 
atry, by  m-ikmg  a  mtn  their  gad;  and  the  God  of  heaven  and  earth 
will  convince  them  Ly  uotul  O'sperience,  that  he  is  only  a  man;  that 
no  good  may  be  expected  fron  the  standing  army,  until  Baal  and  his 
worshippers  are  ban  fAvd  from  the  camp." 


"  JVilham  buig  2i  Ja  tua  j,  1778.  —  Dear  Sir ;  On  my  return 
to  Congress  I  found  the  Speaker's  letter,  informing  me  that  my 
resignation  was  accepted  by  the  House  of  Delegates,  and  that  I 
might  as  soon  as  I  pleased  return  home,  which  I  did  after  staying 
ibout  a  week,  to  put  the  business  we  had  been  sent  upon  to  camp 
in  a  proper  train ;  the  issue  of  which  I  had  then  every  reason  to 
exppct  would  be  according  to  the  wishes  of  the  army,  but  what  (he 
eient  has  been  I  have  not  yet  been  informed.  Many  reasons  pressed 
me  to  retire  from  Congress ;  and,  if  I  felt  a  concern,  it  was  only  that 
in  ease  I  continued  I  might  possibly  be  of  some  use  in  obstructing, 
or  endeavouring  at  least  to  prevent,  the  mischievous  consequences  of 
those  base  acts  and  machinations,  that  are  but  too  prevalent  among 
some  people,  and  which  it  is  the  duty  of  every  good  man  to  resent 
and  suppress.  I  knew  not  so  much  of  these  matters  before  I  went  to 
camp,  as  I  discovered  there,  and  after  ray  return ;  for  it  was  on  my 
return  only,  that  I  had  the  first  information  given  me  of  the  conduct 
and  language  of  a  certain  popular  Pennsylvanian  lately  appointed  to 
the  new  Board  of  War.  Of  the  disposition  and  temper  of  another 
gentleman  of  that  board,  whose  name  the  fortunate  events  of  last  fall 
have  greatly  exalted,  I  had  before  heard.  But,  whatever  may  be  the 
design  of  these  men,  and  however  artfully  conducted,  I  have  no 
doubt  but  in  the  end  it  will  redound  lo  their  own  disgrace. 

"  You  stand  too  high  in  the  public  opinion  to  be  easily  reached  by 
their  attempts ;  and  the  same  equal  arid  disinterested  conduct,  the 
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same  labor  and  attention,  which  you  have  manifested  in  the  public 
service,  from  the  first  of  the  contest,  will  shield  and  protect  you  from 
the  shafts  of  envy  and  malevolence.  There  may  be  instances,  and 
these  your  good  sense  will  point  out  to  you,  which  require  your 
notice,  and  the  public  welfare  may  be  injured  if  they  are  passed  over 
in  silence;  but,  in  all  otjier  respects,  such  petty-larceny  attacks 
deserve,  as  they  will  ever  meet  with,  your  contempt.  '  I  am,  dear 
Sir,  &c. 


"  Yorktown,  23  Januanj,  1778.  —  Sir  Ihe  letter  ol  tie  4tl 
instant  which  I  had  the  honor  to  receive  yesteiday  f  o  n  j  o  r  E\cel 
lency,  has  relieved  me  from  unspeakable  uneas  ne  &  I  no  ate 
pate  the  pleasure  it  will  give  you,  when  you  d  sco  er  that  1  it  1  as 
been  conveyed  to  you  for  an  extract  of  Gei  era!  Co  aj  s  lette  to 
me  was  not  an  information,  which  friendly  n  ot  es  iduced  a  ma  ol 
honor  to  give,  tliat  injured  virtue  might  be  forearned  against  se  ret 
enemies.  The  paragraph,  which  your  Excellency  has  condescended 
to  transcribe,  is  spurious.  It  was  certainly  fabricated  to  answer  the 
most  seliish  and  wicked  purposes.  I  cannot  avoid  sketching  out  to 
your  ExceUency  the  history  of  General  Conway's  letter,  from  the 
time  that  it  came  to  my  hands  by  Lieutenant-Colonel  Troup,  my 
aid-de-camp,  to  whom  General  Conway  delivered  it  at  Reading  on 
the  llth  of  October,  to  this  time,  as  far  as  it  has  affected  me  and  the 
officers  of  my  family. 

"  That  letter  contained  very  judicious  remarks  upon  that  want  of 
discipline,  which  has  often  alarmed  your  Excellency  and,  I  believe, 
all  observing  patriots.  The  reasons  which,  in  his  judgment,  de- 
prived us  of  the  success  we  could  reasonably  expect,  were  method- 
ically explained  by  him;  but.  neither  the  'weakness'  of  any  of 
our  generals,  nor  '  bad  counsellors,'  were  mentioned ;  and  conse- 
quently cannot  be  assigned  or  imagined  as  part  of  those  reasons  to 
which  General  Conway  attributed  -ome  of  our  losse      H  f    to  me 

as  a  cand  d    b  as     3        tfi  j  f     ly     rile  to 

eachoihe     fb  gb  11  g  hlf  papeis 

and  that         d  d  hi  If  fid       al    n  some 

measure.     Th    j  d  m  f   1      pe  son      1  1        pomts 

out  to  hi  d    g  m        d  1     P    p  lelj  or 

jmpropriej         nd        h       b  d  p    ticular 

injunction    f  y  d 

"  Parlic  I  n         1  p  bl        I        t  witli 
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impartiality  ;  and  I  am  convinced  that  he  did  not  aim  at  lessening  in 
my  opinion  the  merit  of  any  person.  His  letter  was  perfectly  harm- 
less ;  however,  now  that  various  reports  have  been  circulated  con- 


]  nyhldlm  Mb  l)d 

Ihyp  Ipbblyfl  b  dd 

fbd  dp  dd  I!    lid  h 


d    n    xplan       nbe        n  }        E      Jlnyndh  t) 

n  Nk  whihill  p        fhdln 

In  1       p        b  ni  1       h  d    1       d  1 

Iwnfel  ddfh  Ifhlml  11 

fgyl       p       d        Idbmdpmfso 
p      f  I  Wh  n  I  d       h      ffi  my  f      ly 

the  intelligence  I  had  received,  they  ail  entreated  me  to  rescue  their 
characters  from  the  suspicions  they  justly  conceived  themselves  liable 
to,  until  the  guilty  person  should  be  known.  To  facilitate  the  dis- 
covery, I  wrote  to  youi  Excellency;  but,  unable  to  leain  whether 
General  Conway's  letter  had  been  transmitted  to  you  by  a  member 
of  Congress  or  a  gentleman  in  the  army,  I  was  afraid  much  time 
would  be  lost  in  the  course  of  the  inquiry,  and  that  tiie  States  might 
receive  some  capital  injury  from  the  infidelity  of  the  person  who  I 
thought  had  stolen  a  copy  of  the  obnoxious  letter.  Was  it  not  probable 
that  the  secrets  of  the  army  might  be  obtained  and  betrayed  through 
the  same  means  to  tlie  enemy  1  For  this  reason.  Sir,  not  doubting 
the  Congress  would  most  cheerfully  concur  with  you  in  tracing  out 
the  criminal,  I  wrote  to  the  President,  and  enclosed  to  him  a  copy 
of  my  letter  to  your  Esoe]Iency. 

"  About  the  time  I  was  forwarding  those  letters,  Brigadier-General 
Wilkinson  returned  to  Albany.  I  informed  him  of  the  treachery 
which  had  been  committed,  but  I  concealed  from  him  the  measure 
I  was  pursuing  to  unmask  the  author.  Wilkinson  answered,  he  was 
assured  it  never  would  come  to  light,  and  endeavoured  to  fix  my 
suspicions  on  Lieutenant-Colonel  Troup,  who,  said  he,  might  have 
incautiously  conversed  on  the  substance  of  General  Conway's  letter 
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Hitli  Colouel  Hamilton,  whom  jou  had  fent  not  long  bploic  to 
-ilbanj  I  did  not  listen  to  tliis  insinuation  i^amst  \om  d  d  ds,- 
camp  and  mine 

"Would  that  )oui  Etcellencj  s  prediction  relative  to  Geneial 
Conway  had  not  been  inserted  m  jour  later,  which  camp  to  me 
unsealed  through  the  channel  of  Congre'is  I  hope  aln-ijs  to  lind 
that  gentleman  a  firm  and  conatant  fliend  to  America  I  ne^tl 
wrote  to  him  m  mj  hfe,  but  to  satisfy  his  doubts  conceinma  the 
exposure  of  his  private  letter,  nor  had  any  sort  oi  mtimacj,  nor 
hardly  the  smallest  acquaintance  with  him,  before  our  meeting  m 
this  town      With  gn  at  lespect  I  am,  &,c  " '' 


"  Yorktown,  'Zl  January,  1778. —  Sir;  Genera!  Gates  delivered 
to  me  the  letter,  which  I  had  directed  to  bim  last  October,  and  of 

'  The  above  letter  is  printed  exactly  according  to  the  original.  The  closing 
paragraph  ia  essentially  different  as  contained  in  Wilkinsan's  Mevwirs,  Vol.  I. 
p.  400.,  a  1  Ih  Lf  f  ilex  I  Hmll  Vol,  I.  p.  134.  It  ia  there 
printed  as  f  11  w 

"  I  did  n  t  ]    I       f     fh  I  g        t  your  aid-de-camp  and  mine, 

isider  d   t  u  g  B  t  th    1  ght  your  Eioelleccy  haa  just 


assisted  m         th        hbtigth  yqlfi    tions  which  n 


>  necessarily 


blendedtoglh  th    h     d       dh       t    fG  1  Wilkinson,!  would  n_.  _ 

this  fact ;  t  U  bl  y  E  11  y  t  j  dga  whether  or  not  he  would 
scruple  lo  make  such  a  forgery  as  that,  which  he  nowstands  charged  witli,  and 
ought  to  be  eieniplarily  punished.  To  attempt  sowing  diesensiona  among  the 
principilofficeraofthearmy,  and  rendering  them  odious  to  each  other  by  false 
suggestions  and  forgeries,  is  in  my  opinion  a  crime  of  the  first  magnitude  ;  it 
involves  with  it  all  the  consequences  of  positive  treason.  That  the  forgery 
now  in  view  was  machinated  for  injuring  General  Conway,  and  perhaps  my- 
self, in  your  judgment,  is  now  evident  to  me ;  and  I  trust  the  detection  will 
operate  as  it  ought  to  operate  upon  your  Excellency,  as  well  aa  the  members 
of  the  Congress,  before  whom  your  letter  necessitates  me  to  lay  this  anawer. 
The  station  of  the  calumniator  seems  to  justify  your  Esoellenoy  for  having 
believed  till  now,  that  the  extract  was  genuine  ;  and  yet,  Sir,  1  cannot  help 
wishing  you  had  sent  me  a  copy  of  it  immediately  after  your  explanation  ivitli 
General  Conway.  Would  that  your  Excellency's  prediction  relative  to  him 
had  not  been  inserted  in  your  letter,  which  came  to  me  unsealed  through  the 
hands  of  Congi'csa.  I  ainoerely  wish  the  detection  of  this,  forgery  may  render 
us  all  more  oantious,  and  that  to  procure  a  fair  and  dispassionate  explonation, 
whenever  insinuations  ate  made  to  the  prejudice  of  respected  characters,  may 
become  an  efitablished  rule  in  society,  as  well  as  in  public  business,  through- 
out the  United  States.    1  am,  &o." 

This  ia  altogether  gratuitous,  not  being  in  the  letter  received  by  General 
Washington.  It  is  probable  that  Wilkinson  published  Uie  letter  from  the  first 
draft,  without  suspecting  it  to  have  been  altered  before  it  was  sent  olf. 
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nhioli  I  had  kept  mo  copy  I  find  with  gieat  sitisia  tion  that  the 
paragraph  fco  much  spoken  of  does  not  exist  m  said  lettfr  nor 
anj  thing  hko  It  Ihe  letter  was  communicated  before  mj  ariival 
to  seveial  membeis,  of  Congres-!  and  as  =oon  a'*  I  leceived  it  1 
dehvered  it  to  three  othei  membera  wl  o  haie  perus^  d  it  As  this 
calumny  has  gamed  ground  and  was  spread  through  the  aimy 
[  meant  to  haie  the  lettci  published  with  the  certificate  of  Geneial 
Gates  hut  was  pic^ented  by  President  Laurens  and  some  other 
members  \hom  I  had  consulted  on  the  subject  and  who  weie  of 
opinion  that  such  a  measure  v  ould  tnfoim  tl  e  enemy  of  a  misunder 
standing  prevailing  -unong  the  generals  ot  the  American  army 
Therefore  Sir,  I  muit  depend  Tij.on  joilr  justice  candoi  and 
generosity    tor  putting  a  "stop  to  this  foigery 

I  am  a  victim  to  calumny  these  two  months  pa't  and  peihips 
lon^ej  I  met  «ith  a  reception  fiom  loui  ExcelLnc)  such  as  I 
never  met  with  before  from  ijj  generil  during  thi.  couiie  of  thirty 
jears  m  a  very  respectaHi.  aimj  Youi  mmd  1 1=  been  embittered 
and  prejudiced  against  me  Now  that  \ou  are  undeceived  I  hope 
that  joui  resentment  will  fall  upon  the  autlioi  of  the  fjrgerj  I 
dD  not  know  what  prediction  you  ha^e  made  concpining  me  in  one 
of  your  letters  neither  do  1  desire  eier  to  leirn  it  If  it  is  i  dis 
agreeable  one,  I  wish  it  may  not  be  accomplished.  Although  I  am 
no  prophet,  I  can  foretell  that  your  virtues  will  acquire  new  lusti'e,  and 
Bhine  with  a  greater  light,  if  you  guard  against,  flattery  and  calumny, 
which  have  so  often  led  astray  the  best  of  men.  I  am  with  much 
respect,  Sir,  &c." 

When  making  the  above  request  of  General  Washington,  it  is  sin- 
gular that  Conway  should  not  have  enclosed  a  copy  of  the  obnoxious 
letter,  which  he  siud  had  been  obtained  from  General  Gates,  and 
seen  by  severaJ  members  of  Congress.  This  was  certainly  a  very 
suspicious  circumstance,  if  it  was  in  reality  as  inoffensive  as  he 
represented,  especially  as  it  would  at  once  have  removed  the  primary 
cause  of  the  difficulty.  The  letter  was  not  made  public,  nor- does  it 
appear  that  either  the  original  or  a  copy  was  ever  seen  by  General 
Washington,  or  by  any  person  who  made  its  contents  fully  known. 
This  is  strong  presumptive  proof,  that,  although  it  did  not  contain  the 
precise  words  of  the  quotation,  the  substance  was  fairly  reported. 
The  allusion  to  General  Washington's  "  prediction  "  is  explained  in 
the  closing  part  of  his  first  letter  to  Gates  on  this  subject.  It  was  of 
course  communicated  by  Gates  to  Conway. 
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"  Vallei/  Forge,  31  Ja        j    I         —  I    1      m 

ceiyed  your  favor  of  the  27 1  I  ffi         1        p 

the  obligation  I  feel  to  you    f     j        f       1  h  p       dpi 
an  occasion  in  which  I  am        d    pi  d      I     as 

prized,  that  a  malignant  fa  Id  f        m       m     f 

mj  prejudice;  which,  cons  I  at        1  d        al 

my  power  to  answer  the  impo  p    j  f   h  j 

me,  could  not  but  give  m  p  pi 

my  chief  concern  arises  fro       n    pp    h  h    d 

sequences,  which  intestine  dm  J  P    d  1 

cause. 

"  As  I  have  no  other  vi  w  1  p  1     p  11        ood 

am  unambitious  of  honors  n      f      d  d         1       pp    b  f 

country,  I  would  not  desi  lid  pp  | 

spirit  of  inquiry  into  any  pa       f     y        d  h  f 

may  deem  reprehensible.     Tl      an     j  p  j  d   1 

exhibits  many  serious  charg  d  y  1  1      11 

submitted  to  Congress.     Th     I  Id 

suppression  or  concealmen         7  P       '  y         '      J  b 

ments  hereafter,  since  it  is  h  )  1  J  1     ] 

to  the  ci 

"Mye 
the  delicacy  of  my  situation       d   1  f  p  1    y  d  p 

the  defence  I  might  otherw  1      ^^  h  d 

They  know  I  cannot  comb       h  h 

without  disclosing  secrets,  i  h    h  f   1  mm 

ceal.     But  why  should  I  exp  be  p    f 

failing  lot  of  an  elevated  st  ?     M  d      1  h 

can  have  no  pretensions  of        !  1  i     1  b  1  j 

My  heart  tells  me,  that  it  ha    b        n  y  m      d  d 

that  circumstances  would  p    m       y      I  m  y  I         be 
mistaiten  in  my  judgment  of  1  d       j  y 

deserve  the  imputation  of  e  I  f   b  p 

have  a  grateful  sense  of  the  bl        p  J      h 

to  me  in  this  affair,  and  be„  j  11  b  1  b 

ments  of  jeal  esteem  and  reg    d  S      &. 


"  Valley  Forge,  Q  Fehrt     j    11        —  I  d  I)    f 

with  your  letter  of  the  g3d    f  las  1  1    1   I    1     Id  ] 
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replied  sooner,  had  I  not  been  dlydbyb  h        q       dy 

more  immediate  attention.     If  y        h        g        mpl  d 

the  assurances  of  every  gentlem        b  i        bj         f        n 

correspondence,  I  am  sorry  to  c     f        1         h    p  b 

lucky  circumstances,  which  ini  1  ly         p  1  d       1 

discovery  you  mention,  not  so  f        j       d  ] 

seem  to  think  it.     I  am  so  unh  ppj  fid         m  11  d  ffi     I  y 

reconciling  the  spirit  and  impor     f  y        d  ff  f  and  som 

times  of  the  different  parts  of  th  1  1111 

not  unreasonable  to  presume,  th     j        fi         f  m  f    J  1        g 

notice  of  General  Conway's  le  an     f  ra    If     h 

very  few  in  the  secret,  and  it  i  1  j  p  hi 

immediately  concerned,  would  b  d  y    1 

telligence  to  you.     It  is  also  far  f  p    b  bl       1      1        q  d 

you  with  the  substance  of  the  p      a^ 

would  expect  this,  if  he  believed  b     p  d 

tain   the  imposition   and  evinc     1  oc  'p       Uy         h 

seemed  to  be  under  some  unoe  yip  f 

what  he  had  written,  when  Is       fid      yk       Idg      fh 

to  him.     If  he  neglected  doin  m  as  Ij   b 

interpreted  into  any  thing  else     1  co  f  1 

ity  of  the  extract,  if  not  literallj  I  as        b  llj      I    h     1  d 

not  neglect  it,  it  must  appear  h  g      h       1     f 

remained  so  long  undetected,       d    1       }  1 

Albany,  of  the  8th  of  December,  1      Id         1       cog  1 

ness  of  the  paragraph  in  questio         hi  ly  1 

time  seemed  to  be  the  tracing  o      1  1  1        iii  1  y      1     h 

put  extracis  from  General  Conway  s  fetter  into  my  hands.' 

"  Throughout  the  whole  of  that  letter,  the  reality  of  the  extracts  is 
by  the  fairest  implication  allowed,  and  your  only  solicitude  is  to  find 
out  the  person  that  brought  them  to  light.  After  making  the  most 
earnest  pursuit  of  the  author  of  the  supposed  treachery,  without  say- 
ing a  word  about  the  truth  or  falsehood  of  the  passage,  your  letter  of 
the  23d  ultimo,  to  my  great  surprise,  proclaims  it  '  in  words,  as  well 
as  in  substance,  a  wicked  forgery.'  It  is  not  my  intention  to  contradict 
this  assertion,  but  only  to  intimate  some  considerations,  which  tend 
to  induce  a  supposition,  that,  tliough  none  of  General  Conway's  letters 
to  you  contained  the  offensive  passage  mentioned,  there  might  have 
been  something  in  them  too  nearly  related  to  it,  that  could  give  such 
an  extraordinary  alarm.  It  may  be  said,  if  this  were  not  the  case, 
how  easy  in  the  first  instance  to  havo  declared  there  was  nothing  ex- 
ceptionable in  them,  and  to  have  produced  the  letters  themselves  in 
VOL.  V.  64  o  o 
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support  of  it ^  This. may  be  thought  the  most  proper  and  effectual 
way  of  refuting  misrepresentation  and  removing  all  suspicion.  The 
propriety  of  the  objections  suggested  against  submitting  them  to 
mspeetion  may  very  well  he  questioned  '  The  various  reports  cir- 
culated concerning  their  contents '  were  perliaps  so  manj  argumento 
for  malting  them  speak  for  themselves,  to  place  the  matter  upon  the 
footing  of  certainty  Concealment  in  an  affair,  which  had  mide  so 
much  noise,  though  not  by  my  mean=i,  «ill  naturally  lead  men  fc 
conjecture  the  worst  j  and  it  will  be  a  subject  oi  speculation  eien  U 
candor  itself.  The  anxiety  and  jealousy  you  apprehended  from  re 
vealing  tlie  letter,  will  be  very  apt  to  be  increased  by  suppressing  it 

"  It  may  be  asked.  Why  not  submit  to  inspection  a  performance 
perfectly  harmle"';  and  of  course  conceived  in  terms  ot  proper  caution 
and  deljc    J       Wl  j     pp         h  d  j  al     y        Id  h 

arisen  in  lb  f       y       pe      bl      ffi  11)         Id 

d  bl      f  1 


have  bee 

1  d  g 

faults,  w 

1 
1 

d      kjd. 

i ,    il 

to  take  off 

P  f 

actions  r 

p 

one  anotl 

d 

ii    ]J 

"You 

pi 

i         d 

confident 

1 

ll      g  1 

point  out  1 

P   P 

r       p  p 

Permit  m 
municati 

q 

b    1          ll 
ly    ipl     bl 

the  subje 

f  til 

m     O            h 

case,  from 

J     1 

d         1 

fidential 

p 

d                i 

eligible  i 

1    id  1 

d        h 

went  its 

my 

V 

officer,'  pi 
least  one 

ly 

i           1      J 

f  h     li 

11    bodj 

that  bei; 

ii     i 

al       Y 

the  peru 

1    f 

1                    h 

himself  t 

li 

I 

founded 

g 

)    f         P 

lures  of  1 

g 

my  com 

d 

b        f 

ciccurast 

P 

d                I 

tile  fault 

f     y 

p       bl      b 
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result  of  inexpei-ience,  were  not  improper  topics  to  engage  the  atten- 
tion of  members  of  Congress. 

"  It  isj  however,  greatly  to  be  Janiented,  that  this  adept  in  military 
science  did  not  employ  his  abilities  in  the  progress  of  the  campaign, 
in  pointing  out  those  wise  measures,  which  were  calculated  to  give 
U3  '  that  degree  of  success  we  could  reasonably  expect.'     The  United 


Shim 

h  f        1 

bl    d«id             lip 

d  1       mb 

1 

PP 

b    b  d                  1 

f  d  pi  ym      1 

1 

1        Idg 

d      p              1 

h                           1 

m           1 

1   d   p         ) 

I      11 

1     1              pp 

1>       1 
d 

1 

y   1 

ban 

f      d     ) 

h         11 1      pp 

h    h  I 

b     m 

b                f 

kuid     f     g      3 

1    hq  alii 

m       b          f 

p    f      dd 

f              h 

h     b 

d       d    d 

1      1 

b        1         haji  f 

h 

f 

b                1 

d  1        d       d 

h    h 

bl    h 

d    b 

d            p         1 

h         £          11 

asl    m 

b 

b           11  i 

P                       d 

bl          1      hu 

k           b 

P                     1 

P  1. 

Jl  J                 <> 

b    b 

1    d 

d       m     y  b    g 

h     m   1     1        \ 

1         I 

b 

Ilk         al 

g      b         h      ]     fl 

N        hd        hlpflp  }  pld 

y        IffG         IC  fi  dco  f         Ip 

A  I  p         d       y    if  1     P     I 

h  1     1    y       so       pi        allj         h  h  d  b  d 

y  1         A  be         cq  11         II 

hkjl  dfthjjdco  f 

an  big  toghbll  d  Iqlfi 

f  h      1  f     h  1  I  b  g  1  I 

pi  b  a    olerable  judge.     Were  it  necessary,  more  m- 

1  1 1  be  adduced,  from  his  behaviour  and  conversa- 

n     f      1     be  is  capable  of  all  the  malignity  of  detraction, 
nd  all   h  nn    ses  of  intrigue,  to  gratify  the  absurd  resentment 

f  d     ppou     d  )    or  to  answer  the  purposes  of  personal  aggran- 

d     m  dp  e  the  interest  of  faction,     I  am  with  respect, 

Sir,  your  most  obedient  servant." 
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.LEXAKDER    HAMILTON    TO    CEOI 


"  Head-Quarters,  13  Febriiary,  1778.  —  Dear  Sir;  There  is  a 
matter,  which  often  obtrudes  itself  upon  my  mind,  and  which  requites 
the  attention  of  every  person  of  sense  and  influence  among  us ;  I 
mean  a  degeneracy  of  representation  in  the  great  council  of  America. 
It  is  a  melancholy  truth,  Sir,  the  effects  of  which  we  daily  see 
and  feel,  that  there  is  not  so  much  wisdom  in  a  certain  body  as  there 
ought  to  be,  and  as  the  success  of  our  affairs  absolutely  demands. 
Many  members  of  it  are  no  doubt  men,  in  every  respect,  fit  for  the 
trust;  but  this  cannot  be  said  of  it  as  a  body.  Folly,  caprice,  a  want 
of  foresight,  comprehension,  and  dignity,  characterize  the  general 
tenor  of  their  actions.  Of  this,  I  dare  say,  you  are  sensible,  though 
you  have  not  perhaps  so  many  opportunities  of  knowing  it  as  I  have. 
Their  conduct,  with  lespect  to  the  army  espe  '  IIj  '  "  bl  *  d  ' 
sive,  and  improvident;    insomuch  that  we  d      d 

terrible  situation  than  you  can  conceive.     False  -md  d 

of  economy  have  prevented  them,  though  rep       d        g  d 
making  that  provision  for  officers,  which  w  { 

them  in  the  service.     This  has  produced  si   1  1  dm 

difference  to  the  service,  as  is  subversive  of  e      y    ffi       1  k     [    1  y 
They  have  disgusted  the  army  by  repeated  h 

whimsical  favoritism  in  their  promotions ;  and     y  b      d  p    d 

gality  of  rank  to  foreigners,  and  to  the  me  fl     f   h  y 

They  have  not  been  able  to  summon  resolut    n  g!  Id 

the  impudent  importunity  and  vain  boasting    f  f     i^n  p         d 
but  have  manifested  such  a  ductility  and  in         an  y    n    h       p  o- 
ceedings,  as  will  warrant  the  charge  of  suff      g    h         1  b 

bullied  by  every  petty  adventurer,  who  comes  n  d  h 
pretensions  of  military  merit  and  experience.  Would  you  believe  it, 
Sir?  it  is  become  almost  proverbial  in  the  mouths  of  the  French 
officers  and  other  foreigners,  that  they  have  nothing  more  to  do,  to 
obtain  whatever  they  please,  than  to  assume  a  high  tone,  and  assert 
their  own  merit  with  confidence  and  perseverance.  These  things 
wound  my  feelings  as  a  republican  more  than  I  can  express,  and  in 
Gome  degree  make  me  contemptible  in  my  own  eyes. 

"  America  once  had  a  representation,  that  would  do  honor  to  any 
age  or  nation.  The  present  falling  off  is  very  alarming  and  danger- 
ous. What  is  the  cause  t  and  How  is  it  to  be  remedied  ?  are  questions 
that  the  welfare  of  these  Slates  requires  should  be  well  attended  to- 
The  great  men,  who  composed  our  first  council,  —  are  they  dead,  have 
they  deserted  the  cause,  or  what  has  become  of  them  1     Very  few  are 
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A  ts  m 

n   h  n 

Y  d  I  h  d  versation,  when  I  had  the  pleasure  of 

e    n     J  «  1  h       J        to  the  existence  of  a  certain  faction, 

b  I  }        I  h        d   covered  such  convincing  traits  of  the 

II        n     d  ub     tB  reality  in  (he  moat  extensive  sense. 
I  1^  J  u  h  d  heard  enough  to  settle  the  matter  in 

your  own  mind.  I  believe  it  unmasked  its  batteries  too  soon,  and 
begins  to  hide  its  head ;  but,  as  I  imagine  it  will  only  change  the 
siorm  to  a  sap,  all  the  true  and  sensible  friends  to  their  country, 
and  of  coarse  to  a  certain  great  man,  ought  to  be  upon  the  uatoli, 
to  counterplot  the  secret  machinations  of  his  enemies.  I  am,  with 
great  regard  and  respect,  &c." 
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"  Valley  Forge,  15  Febi-uary,  1778.  —  Dear  Sir ;  Since  my  last 
to  you  about  the  end  ofJnylh        be       f         d'ly 
1  fhlhfhmhhldd  hjldU 

h      1        f      d  Tl  1        p  m 

1    d        mj  las       B  b    m  pl        I  ) 

pn  Idmdp  p  hid         d 

g  Th  p        pl        1      ]   1  mb    k  1 

pp  h       b       y    i  fG         B  p  d 

al  1         y  J  Id  ) 

illy  ddfp.  hp  b 

to  report  a  design  of  this  f-iod  is  araonir  the  arts  which  those   who 


B  m 

ttearj  traieller  retired  to  rest.  This,  my  deai  Doelorj  you  aie  at 
]iberty  to  assert ;  but,  in  doing  it,  I  would  have  nothing  foi-mal.  All 
things  will  come  right  again,  and  soon  recover  their  proper  tone,  as 
the  design  is  not  only  seen  through,  but  reprobated.  With  sincere 
esteem  and  regard,  I  am,  &,c." 

JOHN    FITZGERALD    TO    GEORGE    WASHINGTON. 

"  Yo7-ktown,  16  February,  1778.  —  Dear  Sir ;  I  make  no  doubt 
but  you  will  be  surprised  to  have  a  letter  of  this  date  from  mc  at  this 
place.  I  was  detained  nine  days  on  the  other  side  of  the  Susque- 
hanna for  an  opportunity  of  crossing  it,  and,  when  I  did,  it  was  not 
without  great  difficulty  and  some  danger.  Upon  my  arrival  here  on 
Saturday  afternoon,  I  waited  upon  Mr.  Laurens,  who,  then  being 
much  engaged,  asked  me  to  breakfast  next  morning,  giving  me  to 
understand  that  he  had  something  of  consequence  to  say  to  me.  In 
the  morning  he  asked  me,  if  you  had  ever  seen  the  much  talked  of 
letter  from  General  Conway  to  General  Gates.  I  answered,  I  was 
certain  that  you  never  had,  unless  since  my  departure  from  camp. 
He  then  said  it  was  now  in  the  hands  of  Mr.  Roberdeau,  who,  to  his 
knowledge,  showed  it  to  some,  and  he  had  reason  to  believe  to  n 
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great  many,  and  that,  though  the  paragraph  quoted  by  Colonel  Wil- 
kinson was  not  set  down  verhaiim,  yet  in  substance  it  contained 
that  and  ten  times  more.  Upon  this  I  determined  to  demand  it  from 
Mr.  Roberdeau  in  order  to  let  you  have  a  copy  of  it. 

"  I  waited  on  him  this  morning,  when,  after  a  short  introduc- 
tion, I  let  him  into  the  intention  of  my  visit.  He  assured  me  he  had 
shown  the  letter  only  to  two,  the  President  and  another,  and  gave  me 
his  honor,  that  he  had  delivered  it  to  a  French  gentleman  hy  an 
order  from  General  Conway,  which  waa  sent  back  after  he  had 
crossed  the  Susquehanna.  He  was  full  of  his  assurances,  that  the 
letter  did  not  contain  the  paragraph  alluded  to,  which  gave  hira  in- 
finite satisfaction,  as  he  enterUined  the  highest  respect  both  for  you 
and  General  Gates  He  added,  however,  that  had  the  letter  remained 
in  his  possession,  he  should  not  have  thought  himself  at  liberty  to  let 
a  copy  be  taken,  n  ithout  the  consent  of  the  gentleman  who  intrusted 
him  with  it  I  told  him,  that,  as  he  had  pledged  his  honor  about  the 
dehverj  of  it,  I  thought  it  unnecessary  to  say  any  more  upon  that 
Eubjpct  but  that  I  should  have  thought  it  my  duty  to  take  the  most 
eflectual  means  of  procuring  a  copy,  had  the  original  remained  in  his 

I  then  returned  to  Mr.  Laurens,  who  gave  me  an  extract,  which 
he  had  taken  from  it,  which  I  take  the  liberty  of  enclosing  to  you. 
The  whole  of  that  letter  I  understand  was  couched  in  terms  of  the 
most  bitter  invective,  of  which  this  is  a  small  sample.  I  enclose  you 
this  extract  rather  for  your  private  information,  than  with  an  expecta- 
tion of  its  answering  any  other  purpose  at  this  time.  I  am  of  opin- 
ion that  the  gentlemen,  who  have  been  most  active  in  this  busi- 
ness, are  by  this  time  heartily  sick  of  it,  and  plainly  perceive  that  the 
fabric,  which  they  were  endeavouring  to  reai',  was  likely  to  fail  upon 
their  own  heads.  Mr.  Laurens's  sentiments  upon  the  whole  of  this 
matter  were  exceedingly  just,  and  delivered  with  the  greatest  candor. 
I  am,  &.C."  * 


"  Yorktown,  19  February,  1778.  —  Sir;  Yesterday  I  had  the 
honor  to  receive  your  Excellency's  letter  of  the  9lh  instant,   and 

•  Colanel  Fitzgerald  waa  at  this  time  one  of  General  Washington's  aids-de- 
oamp.  Tiifl  extract  taken  from  Conway's  letter  by  President  Laurens  was  in 
the  following  words.  "  What  pity  there  is  but  one  Gates  !  But  the  more  I 
see  of  this  army,  the  less  I  think  it  fit  for  general  action  under  its  actual 
chiefs  and  actual  discipline.  I  speak  to  you  sincerely  and  freely,  and  wish  I 
could  serve  under  you." 
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eaiDestly  hope  no  more  of  that  tirae,  so  piecious  to  the  public,  may  be 
lost  upon  the  subject  of  General  Conway's  letter.  Whether  that  gentle- 
man  does  or  does  not  deserve  the  suspicions  you  express,  would  be 
entirely  indifferent  to  me,  did  he  not  possess  an  office  of  high  rank  in 
the  army  of  the  United  States;  for  that  reason  solely  I  wish  he  may 
answer  all  the  expectations  of  Congress.  As  to  the  gentleman,  I  have 
no  personal  connexion  with  him,  nor  had  I  any  correspondence,  pre- 
vious, to  bis  writing  the  lettor  which  has  given  offence;  nor  have  I  since 
written  to  him,  save  to  certify  what  I  know  to  be  the  contents  of  the 
letter  He  iherelo  e  must  be  re  poisible  is  I  heirtily  di^^like  eon 
tro  e  a  e  en  pon  ny  o  n  ac  o  nt  and  much  more  in  a  matter 
he  I  as  onl  a  c  dentally  co  icerued  In  regard  to  the  part 
of  }ou  E  celle  cy  le  e  iddre  ed  particularly  to  me  Is  lemnly 
deck  e  tl  t  I  a  o  n  iae  on  and  jf  anj  oi  my  letters  tikeii 
agg  egately  o  b  pa  g  ap!  s  con 'ey  any  raeamng  which  m  -mi 
const  net  on  s  ofle  s  e  to  your  Evcelienoy  that  w  is  bj  no  means 
tie  nten  on  ot  the  vt  \st  Afte  this  I  cannot  belieie  jour  E\cel 
lency     ill  e  lersifferjo  p  c  ons  oi  the  piLj  dice    of  otl  cr-;  to 

induce  you  to  spend  another  moment  u]   a  lli==uljoct      \^  ifh  grcit 
respect)  I  am.  Sir,  &c." 

PATRICK  HENHY   TO   GEOKGE    WASHINGTON. 

"  Wimamsbur^,  20  February,  1778.  —  Dear  Sir;  You  will,  no 
doubt,  be  surprised  at  seeing  the  enclosed  letter,*  in  which  tiie  en- 
comiums bestowed  on  me  are  as  undeserved,  as  the  censures  aimed 
at  you  are  unjust.  I  am  sorry  there  should  be  one  man  who  counts 
himself  my  friend,  who  is  not  yours. 

"  Perhaps  I  give  jou  needless  trouble  in  handing  you  this  paper. 
The  writer  of  it  may  be  too  insignificant  to  deserve  any  notice.  If  I 
iaiew  this  to  be  the  caae,  I  should  not  have  intruded  on  your  time, 
which  is  so  precious.  But  there  may  possibly  bo  some  scheme  or 
party  forming  to  your  prejudice.  The  enclosed  leads  to  such  a  sus- 
picion. Believe  me.  Sir,  I  have  too  high  a  sense  of  the  obligations 
America  has  to  you,  to  abet  or  countenance  so  unworthy  a  proceed- 
ing. The  most  exalted  merit  has  ever  been  found  to  attract  envy. 
But  I  please  myself  with  the  hope,  that  the  same  fortitude  and  great- 
ness of  mind,  which  have  hitherto  braved  all  the  difficulties  and  dan- 
gers inseparable  from  your  station,  will  rise  superior  to  every  attempt 

•  The  BJionj-raous  letter  to  Patricli  Henry,  dated  January  19lli,  and  printed 
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of  the  envious  partisan.  I  really  cannot  tell  who  is  the  ivfiter  of  this 
letter,  which  not  a  little  perplexes  me.  The  handwriting  is  alto- 
gether strange  to  me. 

"  To  give  you  the  trouble  of  this  gives  me  pain.  It  would  suit 
my  inclination  better  to  give  you  some  assistance  in  the  great  busi- 
ness of  the  war.  But  I  will  not  conceal  any  thing  from  jou,  by 
which  you  may  be  affected ;  for  I  leally  tiiink  your  personal  welfare 
and  the  happiness  of  America  are  intimately  connected.  I  beg  you 
will  be  assured  of  that  high  regard  and  esteem,  with  which  I  ever  am, 
dear  Sir,  your  affectionate  friend  and  very  humble  servant." 


GEORGE    WASHINGTON    TO    I 

"  Valley  Porge,  24  February,  1778.  —  Sir;  I  yesterday  received 
your  favor  of  the  I9th  instant.  I  am  aa  averse  to  controversy  aa  any 
man ;  and,  had  I  not  been  forced  into  it,  you  never  would  hare  had 
occasion  to  impute  to  me  even  the  shadow  of  a  disposition  towards  it. 
Your  repeatedly  and  solemnly  disclaiming  any  offensive  views,  in 
those  matters  which  have  been  the  subject  of  our  past  correspond- 
ence, makes  me  willing  to  close  with  the  desire  you  express,  of  bury- 
ing them  hereafter  in  silence  and,  as  far  as  future  events  will  per- 
mit, oblivion.  My  temper  leads  me  to  peace  and  harmony  with  all 
men ;  and  it  is  peculiarly  my  wish  to  avoid  any  personal  feuds  or 
dissensions  with  those,  who  are  embarked  in  the  same  great  national 
interest  with  myself,  as  every  difference  of  this  kind  must  in  its  con- 
sequences be  very  injurious.     I  am,  Sir,  your  most  obedient  servant." 

P4TR1CK    HENRY    TO    GEORGE    WASHINGTON. 

"  WilUamshurg,  5  March,  1778.  —  Dear  Sir;  By  an  express, 
which  Colonel  Finnie  sent  to  camp,  I  enclosed  to  you  an  anonymous 
letter,  which  I  hope  got  safe  to  hand.  I  am  anxious  to  hear  some- 
thing that  will  serve  to  explain  the  strange  affair,  which  I  am  now 
informed  is  taken  up  respecting  you.  Mr.  Cuatis  haa  just  paid  us  a 
visit,  and  by  him  I  learn  sundry  particulars  concerning  General 
Mifflin,  that  much  surprised  me.  It  is  very  hard  to  trace  the  schemes 
and  windings  of  the  enemies  to  America.  .  I  really  thought  that  man 
its  friend ;  however,  I  am  too  far  from  him  to  judge  of  his  present 

"  While  you  face  the  aimed  enemies  of  our  liberty  in  the  field,  and 
by  the  favor  of  God  have  been  kept  unhurt,  I  trust  your  country  will 
never  harbour  in  her  bosom  the  miscreant,  who  would  ruiti  her  best 
VOL.  V.  65 
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sapportor.  I  wish  not  to  flatter ;  but  when  arts,  unworthy  honest 
rneHj  are  used  lo  defame  and  tiaduce  yoti,  I  think  it  not  amiss  but  a 
duty,  to  assure  you  of  tliat  estimation  in  which  the  public  hold  you. 
Not  that  I  think  any  testimony  1  can  bear  is  necessary  for  your  sup- 
port, or  private  satisfaction ;  for  a  bare  recollection  of  what  is  past 
must  give  you  sufficient  pleasure  in  every  circumstance  of  life. 
But  I  cannot  he]p_  assuring  you,  on  this  occasion,  of  the  high  sense 
of  gratitude  which  all  ranks  of  men  in  this  your  native  country  bear 
to  you.  It  will  give  me  sincere  pleasure  to  manifest  my  regards,  and 
render  my  best  services  to  you  or  yours.  I  do  not  like  to  make  a 
parade  of  these  things,  and  I  know  you  are  not  fond  of  it;  however, 
I  hope  the  occasion  will  plead  my  excuse.  Wishing  you  all  possible 
felicity,  I  am,  my  dear  Sii',  your  ever  affectionate  friend  and  very 
humble  servant." 


GEORKE    WASHINGTON    TO    PATRICK    HENRV. 

"  Valley  Purge,  27  March,  1778.  —  Dear  Sir;  About  eight  days 
ago  I  was  honored  h  your  fa  or  of  tl  e  20tl  Itim  Y  i  d 
ship,  Sir,  in  trans  n  t  ng  to    ne  tie  anonji  1  tt      y       Id 

ceived,  lays  me,  under    the  most  grateful     lit  d     f      y 

acknowledgments  c       Le  due  fo    anj  tl  n„  i  t      1      th    p  1 1 

and  delicate  terms  n       1  cl    jo     1    ve  bee    pi        d 
the  matter. 

"  I  have  ever  be      1  app)       auppo   ng  that  I  1    d      pi  i 

esteem,  and  the  proof  yo    1  a  e  afiorded  o    fh  m  k 

peculiarly  so.     The  fa  orable  1  gl  t  cl    j       h  !  1  ly 

flattering ;  but  I  sho  Id  feel  much  regret    t  I  tl     ght  tl     1    pp  n 
of  America  so  intimately  connected      th     y  p  1      If  i  u 

so  obligmgly  seem  to  cons  ler  t      All  I  can  s  y       th  t   h    I 
had,  and  I  trust  she  ever  will  have,  my  honest  esertiona  to  promote 
her  interest.     I  cannot  hope  that  my  Services  have  been  the  best ;  but 
toy  heart  tells  me  they  have  been  the  best  that  I  could  render. 

"  That  I  may  have  erred  in  using  the  means  in  my  power  for 
accomplishing  the  objects  of  the  arduous,  exalted  station  with  which 
I  am  honored,  I  cannot  doubt;  nor  do  I  wish  my  conduct  to  be 
exempted  from  reprehension  farther  than  it  may  de=!erve.  Error  is 
the  portion  of  humanity,  arid  to  censure  it,  whether  committed  by  tliis 
or  that  public,  character,  is  the  preiogative  of  freemen.  However, 
being  intimately  acquainted  with  the  man  I  conceive  to  be  the  author 
of  the  letter  transmitted,  and  having  always  received  from  him  the 
strongest  professions  of  attachment  and  regard,  I  am  constrained  to 
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consider  him  as  not  possessing,  at  least,  a  great  degree  of  candor  and 
sincerity,  though  his  views  in  addressing  you  should  have  been  the 
result  of  conviction,  and  founded  in  motives  of  public  good.  This  is 
not  the  only  secret,  insidious  attempt,  that  has  been  made  to  wound 
my  reputation.  There  have  been  others  equally  base,  cruel,  and 
ungenerous,  because  conducted  with  as  little  frankness,  and  proceed- 
ing from  views,  perhaps,  as  personally  interested.  I  am,  dear  Sir, 
with  great  esteem  and  regard,  your  much  obliged  friend,  &c." 

GEORGE    WASHINGTOX    TO    PATRICK    lliiNRV. 

"  Cwnp,  IS  March,  1778.  —  Dear  S       J  I  1" 

cloae  ray  letter  of  yesterday,  your  favot;        1        h 
hand      I  can  only  thank  you  again,  in    1      !  n     a^,      f   h    m 
undissembled  gratitude,  for  your  friendsl  p        d  j        h      h 

mdulgenl  disposition,  which  Virginia  in  p  1  d  h    S 

geneial,  entertain  towards  me,  gives  me    1  n  1 1    pi 

The  approbation  of  my  country  is  what  I        1         d    as  f  n  y 

abilities  and  opportunities  will  permit,  II        I    1   11 
deserve  it.    It  is  the  highest  reward  to  a  f  1  ]  t 

they,  who  so  conduct  themselves  as  to  m 

"  The  anonymous  letter,  with  which  }  pi        d 

me,  was  written  by  Dr.  Rush,  so  far  as  I         j  d      f   ra  Id 

of  hands.     This  man  has  been  elabora         d       d    d      h     p    f 
sions  of  regard  for  me ;  and  long  since  tl    1  y  My  n 

to  avoid  any  thing,  which  could  injure    h  p  d 

from  communicating,  but  to  a  very  few    f        f      d      h 
of  1  faction  which  I  know  was  formed  h 

serie  lo  publish  our  internal  dissensions  J  b      1  t!  il 

to  advance  their  views  has  too  clearly  be     j    1    h  d       d 

cealment  on  ray  part  fruitless.     I  cann      p  Ij         1     h 

of  theii-  uews,  but  it  appeared  in  general    1      G  1  G 

be  exalted  on  tlie  ruin  of  my  reputation       d     fl  fh     I    m 

authoiized  to  say,  from  undeniable  facts      my  p  f  m 

publications,  the  evident  scope  of  which       Id  n      b  In   and 

from  prnate  detractions  industriously  c       1     d      G  I  M  fl 

It  i=t  commonly  supposed,  bore  the  seco  I  i  n  h  hi  d 
General  Conway,  I  know,  was  a  very  act  1       lig  p 

but  I  ha^e  good  reasons  to  believe,  t!  1  h 

recoiled  mo=t  sensibly  upon  themselves,     "W    1  f 

c-teem  and  legard,  I  am,  dear  Sir,  your  i  ft  111 
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AMES    "VVILiaNSON    TO    GEORGE    WASHINGTON. 


■,  28  Mca-ch,  177S.  —  Sir;  I  beg  you  to  r 
grateful  homage  of  a  sensible  mind,  for  your  c 
posing  to  me  General  Gates's  Jettcrs,  which  unmask  his  artifices  and 
efforts  to  ruin  me.  The  authenticity  of  the  information  received 
through  Lord  Stirling  I  cannot  confirm ;  as  I  solemnly  assure  your 
Escellency  I  do  not  remember  the  conversation  which  passed  on 
that  occasion,  nor  can  I  recollect  parlicular  passages  of  that  letfer,  as 
I  had  but  a  cursory  view  of  it  at  a  late  hour.  However,  I  so  well 
remember  its  general  tenor,  that,  although  General  Gates  has  pledged 
his  word  it  is  a  wicked  and  malicious  forgery,  I  will  slake  my  repu- 
tation, if  tiie  genuine  letter  is  produced,  that  words  to  the  same  effect 
will  appear ;  else  how  could  Conway  acknowledge  to  Colonel  Stewart 
that  he  had  written  such  a  letter,  or  how  could  Dr.  Hutchinson 
have  heard  this  identical  passage  mentioned  in  Philadelphia  before 
he  left  that  city?     I  am,  &c." 

T  ms  haie  been  biought  together  =iuih  authentic  materials,  re-, 
"ipeain:!  tl  e  origm  and  oljects  of  this  faction,  as  have  fallen  into  my 
hands  The  cJnracler  of  Conn  ly  became  at  length  so  thoroughly 
developed  that  even  the  ejes  of  Congress  were  opened.  While  on 
command  it  ilbani  in  the  sprnig  ot  1778  he  wrote  a  letter  to  Con- 
gres'i  unpprtment  lude  and  complaming  in  which  lie  intimated  a 
wish  to  lesign  his  commi'Saion  ''A  j     G  I  Con- 

way '!  tesignation  was  immediately  d      ■\\  h 

inlelligence    he  expressed  great  as        h     n 
intention  to  resign    and  that  his  m       n     h  d  I 
He    ioceeded  immediately  to  Congi  d    1 

but  (he  tide  had  changed    and  hi        pi 
equally  unavailing 

Bemw  now  without  employment  I        p       d      1 
that  ci  y  n  a*)  evacuated  by  thp  Bnti  h      H     f      1 
often  ive  manneis  involved  him  m  diffi    1 
office      -ind  on  the  4th  of  July  he  f      1       d    I 
waladei      The  ball  passed  through  Co       y 
part  of  hib  neck    and  for  ^>ome  t  me  1  d  w 

mortal      Tn  tl  is  Mate    after  1  no-er  I  d 

following  lettei 


not  his 
d  rstood. 


1  Ipl  a  when 
J  ch  and 
1  A  lerican 
G  n  I  Cad- 
d  h  upper 
pp  d  to  be 
h  te  the 
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"  Pliikdelphia,  23  July,  1778. 

"  I  find  myself  just  able  lo  hold  the  pen  during  a  few  minutes,  and 
take  this  opportunity  of  expressing  my  sincere  grief  for  having  done, 
written,  or  said  any  thing  disagreeable  to  your  Excellency.  My 
.career  wil!  soon  be  over ;  therefore  justice  and  truth  prompt  me  f& 
declare  my  last  sentiments.  You  are  in  my  eyes  the  great  and  good 
man.  May  you  long  enjoy  the  love,  veneration,  and  esteem  of  these- 
States,  whose  liberties  you  have  asserted  by  your  virtues.  I  am  with 
the  greatest  respect,  &.c. 

"  ThoM:1b  Conway." 

This  voluntary  confession  of  his  fault,  whether  proceeding  fiom' 
the  reproaches  of  conscience,  or  motives  of  honor  and  justice,  may 
perliaps  be  considered  as  a  reparation  for  the  persona!  injuries  he 
had  done  to  the  Commander-in-cliief,  but  it  will  not  remove  the  guilt 
nor  efface  the  memory  of  his  conduct,  in  attempting  to  kindle  the 
flame  of  discord,  and  sow  the  seeds  of  faction,  which  threatened  the 
safety  and  even  the  national  existence  of  the  state,  whose  cause  he 
was  pretending  to  serve.  Contrary  lo  his  expectation  and  that  of  his 
surgeon,  he  recovered  from  his  wound.  Deserted  by  hia  former 
friends,  deprived  of  his  station  in  the  army  by  Congress,  and  cen- 
sured with  indignation  by  the  public  voice,  nothing  was  now  left  for 


him  but 

.„ 

depart  from  the   country  ir 
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1  1  what  e\tent  Congcesa  participated  or  what  indmduala  were 
chiefly  concerned  can  be  decided  oidy  by  the  tenor  of  their  resolves 
and  their  recorded  votes  From  these  it  may  certa  nly  be  inferred 
tnat  the  faction  had  a  few  active  partisans  in  that  body  bome 
writers  have  laid  the  charge  heavih  ui.cn  the  New  England  mem 
bers  but  this  charge  has  been  ablj  and  conclusively  refuted  ji  Mr 
Austin  sii/c  ofGeiii/  where  several  interesting  facts  on  the  sub- 
ject may  be  found  Others  impli  ite  the  Southern  membi.i'i  bit 
with  no  better  eudence  than  coijecture  In  truth  it  cannot  be 
proved  nor  is  it  probable  tl  at  any  (.ombinttioni  unfavorable  to  the 
Commander  m  chief  evi'ited  eitl  er  in  the  army  oi  in  Congress 
which  partook  of  local  interests  or  were  "susfimpJ  by  the  prejudice' 
of  any  particular  State  or  district  of  the  Union. 


No.  VII.  pp.  150,  164,  175. 

HOWE'S   LETTERS. 


WASHirJGTON. 


PIiikdel|>hia,  ti  November,  1777, 


,  must  sufficicntlj  have  cvincLJ  mj  de=irp  to  relievi, 
the  whole ;  and,  when  this  p  e  ous  po  nt  befo  e  n  e  tioned  is  adjusted 
by  our  respective  Commissar  e  I  si  all  read  ly  agree  to  mal:e  the 
exchange  as  general  as  po  s  ble  ai  d  to  the  etu  n  of  all  such  officers 
and  men  as  may  afterwa  ds    e  c  cl  an  ed  on  either  side, 

under  obvious  and  reason  hie  cond  t    ns 

Those  at  present  prisoners  with  me  aie  ready  to  be  delivered  on 
the  shortest  notice,  and  it  rests  solely  with  you  to  justify  me  in  doing 
it.     In  the  mean  time,  as  I  understand  the  British,  Hessian,  and  Pro- 


,dhy  Google 


HOWE'S  LETTERS.  519 

vincial  officers  and  soldiers  in  your  possession  are  disposed  of  in 
many  different  places  and  very  distant  from  hence,  I  am  to  request 
that  you  wjU  order  the  most  exact  returns  of  them  and  their  situation 
to  he  forwarded  to  ilij  head-quarters,  that  the  wants  of  the  ofBoers 
and  soldiers,  a',  to  money,  credit,  clothing,  and  medicines  may  be 
supplied  bj  persons  appointed  by  me,  and  having  from  you  the  ne- 
cessary passports 

I  cannot  conclude  thia  letter  withont  malting  complaint  agamst 
Mr.  Boudmot  your  commissary  of  prisoners,  for  his  inattention  to 
the  wants  ot  both  officers  and  men,  and  for  not  affording  an  oppor- 
tunity, though  fcohcitf  d,  to  make  them  known  to  me,  that  they  might 
be  supplied  I  am  also  to  call  upon  you  to  redress  the  grievances  of 
several  among  them,  who  I  am  well  informed  are  most  injuriously 
and  unjustifiably  loaded  with  irons. 

With  due  respect  I  am,  Sir,  your  most  obedient  humble  servant, 
W.   Howe. 

Pbiladelpliia,  November,  1777. 

Sir, 

I  am  averse  to  altercation,  and  therefore  wish  to  be  explicit  and 
understood  in  my  answer  to  your  letter  of  the  14th  instant,  and  to 
your  very  importunate  requisition  of  the  33d.  I  shall  never  agree  to  a 
partial  exchange  of  prisoners,  until  you  have  on  your  part  fulfilled  the 
cartel  agreed  upon  ;  but  as  that  matter  has  already  been  sufficiently 
investigated  in  the  course  of  our  correspondence,  and  by  deputies 
respectively  appointed,  it  is  unnecessary  to  enlarge  upon  the  subject. 
As  liquidating  the  account,  by  the  dehvery  of  an  equal  number  of 
prisoners  for  those  received  by  your  agents  and. commissaries,  is  the 
only  preliminary,  which  can  be  admitted  for  afurther  ariangement;  of 
course  it  rests  with  you,  whether  an  exchange  is  to  take  place  or  not, 
and  therefore  you  stand  responsible  for  the  inconvenience,  which  the 
officers  and  men  of  our  respective  armies  must  unavoidably  be  put  to 
in  their  present  'state  of  captivity. 

In  ordei  to  aikviate  their  distress,  and  remove  the  evil  as  far  as 
depends  upon  me  I  shall  permit  officers  for  officers  of  equal  rank  to 
go  homo  upon  their  paroles.  That  rule,  if  you  choose  to  adopt  the 
measure  shall  be  observed  for  such  officers  as  you  send  upon  tbeir 
paioles  to  thi'j  place.  New  York,  or  Rhode  Island.  I  could  wish 
there  were  no  grievances  on  eitiier  side,  real  or  imaginary,  to  be 
complamed  of  as  every  man,  in  my  opinion,  who  comes  fairly  under 
the  description  of  a  prisoner  of  war,  without  any  aggravating  circum- 
stances on  his  part,  is  undoubtedly  entitled  to  good  t 
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every  indulgence,  which  can  in  prudence  be  granted ;  but  tliat  in- 
dulgence can  only  be  regulated  by  the  situation  of  the  place,  in  ivliich 
the  prisoners  happen  to  reside.  If  ever  any  ofScer  or  commissary 
under  my  command  has  deviated  from  tha  civility,  care,  and  attention 
due  to  prisoners  of  war,  under  the  above  description,  it  is  not  con- 
sistent with  my  knowledge,  and  is  contrary  to  my  directions  and 
intention. 

The  provision  issued  to  the  prisoners,  who  are  or  have  been  in  my 
hands,  has  been  uniformly  the  same,  and  is  agreeable  (o  a  regulation, 
which  has  long  been  established  lor  victualling  Bntisli  troops  when 
the}  are  on  board  men  of  « ir  or  transpoits  They  surely  must  receive 
that  allowance  as  a  held  ofhcer  usits  tliem  eiery  m  rnmg  who  has 
orders  ti  hear  their  complaints  and  to  report  to  me  You  cannot 
suppose  there  could  be  iij  intention  of  deviating  Irom  this  rule  in 
the  case  of  Joseph  Clojd  and  William  Dewti  I  have  no  objection 
to  your  sending  a  commissary  with  a  supply  of  clothing  monev,  and 
other  necessaries  for  the  prisoners  at  Phihdelphii  wlio  «hall  be 
permitted  to  vwit  the  places  where  thej  are  confined 

In  return  I  expect  you  mil  send  passpoits  for  persona  who  shall 
not  be  above  the  rank  ot  quarterma  teri  or  commi=saries  to  carry 
supplier  for  the  prisoners  in  your  hands  it  Hartford  and  other  places 
where  they  are  confined.  You  can  stipulate  the  pla  t  h  h  't  ' 
necessary  the  quartermasters  and  comm  h      d  In 

with  any  precision  ascertain  them,  and 
your  determination.     I  cannot  enter  J      B 

report  to  you,  aa  he  refers  to  a  co  d  C 

Loriag,  who  is  at  New  York.     Yoi  par 

cases  I  allude  to,  of  prisoners  of  wa    b  m 

fiably  loaded  with  irons.     Major  Sto  d  fE 

New  Jersey  Volunteers  were  put  in  P  IV 

and  a  captain  of  that  regiment  were  d  d 

a  guard,  and  handcuffed  together, 

I  am  with  due  respect,  Sir,  your  m  d 

W.   Howe. 

I*lnladel[iliia,  21  December,  1777. 
Silt, 
I  have  deferred  answering  your  letter  of  the  28th  of  November, 
daily  expecting  to  receive  the  promised  list  of  priaoners  in  your  pos- 
session, which  I  was  sorry  to  find  Mr.  Boudinot  had  no  knowledge  of, 
when  he  met  my  commissary  on  the  2d  instant ;  but,  having  directed 
a  letter  to  be  written  to  him  on  that  subject,  I  trust  he  will  no  longer 
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delay  ram  m       prtiulljh      Ian 

give  d  d  11  h        jl  ft    dm      1  y 

deg         f     1    f  f  1!       m        I      all  ! 

ready  j  ffi  P    po  t        1       P      ' 

a.  I  f       ) 

1  h  p  11  y      mpl  1    J  q  f 

14t!  f  gP     P  1  J    gP  d 

fuel  f      1  1         d      1  1       f  1 

would        bpbl        p  Ip'ipfbgp         ly 

used  I  Ipfl!        h  p        yljp  d  bl 

at  R     d    I  1     d      g       My        G  1  B    g  j  hi 

will       kip  T  p        d  1  f 

that  1  d  f   m  1    CO      q  f 

form      ]  f   m  )  1  d      d        b    1   1  N 

Yorl        dpdfl  Bfh  T 

being  supplied,  I  trust  that  fuel  may  be  procured  without  any  great 
incouvenience,  or  a  necessity  for  passports  from  me,  even  though  the 
troops  should  not  embark  so  soon  as  I  expect. 

With  due  respect  I  am.  Sir,  your  most  obedieut  servant. 

W.  HowK. 


No.  VTII.  p.  190. 

GENERAL    BUROOYNE    TO    GEN'ERAI,    WASIHNGTON. 

Canbtdgo   ">    No  ei  bsr   1"77. 

Sir, 

Your  E\ce]leni,\  will  1  m,  obifened  it  tie  deipatcl  fiom  Sir 
Wdham  Howe  to  me  which  paiiei  thirugh  )Oir  hinds  tl  at  it  was 
matter  of  great  doubt  whether  the  transports  deatmed  to  carry  the 
(roops  to  England  according  to  the  contention  would  be  able  to 
mal  e  the  port  of  Bo=ton  m  this  idvanced  season  ot  the  year  and, 
therefore  that  it  might  be  adiisable  to  send  them  to  Rhode  Island, 
upon  the  supposition  that  a  meie  change  of  place  which  made  no 
alteration  in  the  intent  ind  meaning  of  the  contention  would  be 
ieadii\  aj,ceed  to 

Thit  no  lime  may  be  lo-ft  m  an  embarkation  which  I  concede  will 

be  equally  desirable  to  the  troops  and  to  this  country  m  point  of  con- 

veniency,  I  take  the  earliest  occasion  to  apply  to  your  Excellency,  or 

through  your  means,  if  you  judge  necessary,  to  the  Continental  Con- 

VOL.  V.  66  It  R  * 
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t  to  march  the  troops  to  Providence,  or  such  other 
place  as  may  be  commodious  to  pass  them  by  small  craft  to  Newport ; 
this  march  to  take  place  whenever  advice  shall  be  received  of  the 
arrival  of  the  transports.  Should  any  objection  be  against  Rhode 
Island,  any  convenient  port  in  the  Sound  would  equally  answer  the 
purpose. 

Should  any  considerations  arise,  which  I  do  cot  foresee,  to  make 
the  whole  proposal  objectionable  to  yourself  or  the  Congress,  and  the 
troops  should  be  obliged  to  wait  the  passage  of  the  transports  round 
Cape  Cod,  I  in  that  case  request  passports  for  myself  and  my  suite  to 
Rhode  Island  'n  o  der  to  en  barl  on  board  a  separate  fr'ga  e  ot 
only  matters  of  great  pr  ate  conce  i  n  bus  ness  but  also  my  state 
of  I  ealtl    requ  r  ng  n  y  speedy  retu  n  to  E  gla  d      I  ha.  e  no  soru 


pie  S  r    n  asking  this  fa  or  at  yo  ii  1 

ackno  ledg  ng  it    conhdent  tl  at  no 

course  of  per'M>aal  c  v  lities  m  n  at  c 

pos  bly   b     c  ted  or   ifiected 

WUam  Hove    e     losed  here  v 

wh  ch  the  preferment  ot   na  y 

terested.     I  am  persuaded.  Sir,  that  description  will  be  a  full  apology 

for  troubling  you  to  pass  it  by  a  trumpet.     I  have  the  honor  to  be, 

Sir,  &c. 

J.   BuRGOYKE, 


shall  I  have  a  j 
npi  red  by  in  n  er 
0  tl  e  publ  c  ciu  e  cannot 
The  pad  et  d  rected  to  S  r 
conta  s  reconnend  to  s  n 
or  o  a    nd     duals    s  deeply  n 


No.  IX.  p.  193. 

ENCAMPMENT  AT  VALLEY  FORGE. 

A  wide  difference  of  opinion  prevailed  among  the  officers,  in  re- 
gard to  the  manner  of  cantoning  the  troops  in  the  winter  after  the 
campaign  of  1777.  A  council  of  war  was  held,  on  the  30th  of  No- 
vember, in  which  the  subject  was  largely  discussed.  It  was  found  that 
the  views  of  the  ofBcera  were  divided  upon  three  different  plans;  first, 
to  quarter  the  troops  at  "Wilmmgton ;  secondly,  to  canton  them  in  huts 
in  the  valley  of  Trodyfr  in,  a  few  miles  west  of  the  Schuylkill ;  thirdly, 
to  station  them  in  a  line  ftom  Reading  to  Lancaster.  Each  of  these 
plana  had  its  advocates.  Washington  requested  all  the  general  offi- 
cers to  communicate  their  sentiments  in  writing.  This  was  done  by 
the  most  of  them  in  a  detailed  manner,  each  giving  his  reasons  for 
the  plan  he  approved,  and  his  objections  to  the  others.  Opinions 
and  counsels  were  so  various  and  contradictory,  as  to  take  away  all 
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hope  of  unanimity,  and  to  malte  it  necessary  for  the  Commander-in- 
chief  to  act  according  to  his  own  judgment,  and  upon  his  own  le- 
sponsibility.  He  at  lengfh  decided  lo  form  an  encampment  at  Valley 
Forge.  The  ground  was  covered  with  wood.  It  was  now  the  be- 
ginning of  winter,  and  huts  weie  to  be  built  to  cover  the  troops  from 
the  weather,  and  intrenchments  dug  for  the  defence  of  the  camp. 

From  the  Orderly  Book,  Decmlcr  171},,  1777,  near  VaUeij 
Forge.  —  "  The  Command er-in-i^hief  with  the  highest  satisfaction 
expresses  his  thanks  to  the  officers  and  soldiers,  for  the  fortitude  and 
patience  with  which  they  have  sustained  the  fatigues  of  the  cam- 
paign. Although  in  some  instances  we  unfortunately  failed,  yet, 
upon  the  whole.  Heaven  has  smiled  on  our  arms  and  crowned 
them  nith  signal  success;  and  we  may  upon  the  best  grounds  con- 
clude, that,  by  a  spirited  continuance  of  the  measures  necessary  for 
our  defence,  we  shall  finally  obtain  the  end  of  our  warfarCj  iniiep 
ence,  libtrty,  and  ijcace.  These  are  blessings  worth 
for  at  every  hazard.  But  we  hazard  nothing.  The  power  of  Amer- 
ica alone,  duly  exerted,  would  have  notliing  to  dread  from  the  force 
fB  \  d  1    II  -a  d      r 

J    1  dill  11 


d  Ijp 

dd  h     1 


A1     SI     Id 
d    1 
\       I  f  Phi 


111        po   d 
iS        Tl 


ourselves  the  best  shelter  in  our  power.     With  activity  and  dihgence. 
huts  may  be  erected  that  will  be  warm  and  dry.     In  these  the  tfoops 
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ings  he  has  granted  us,  the  General  directs  that  the  army  remain 
in  i(g  present  quarters,  and  that  the  chaplains  perform  divine  service 
with  their  several  corps  and  brigades;  and  earnestJy  exhorts  all 
officers  and  soldiers,  whose  absence  is  not  indispensably  necessary, 
to  attend  with  reverence  the  solemnities  of  the  day." 

From  the  Ordtrhj  Book,  December  18t7i.  —  "  The  major-gen- 
erals, and  officers  commanding  divisions,  are  to  appoint  an  active 
field-officer  in  and  for  each  of  their  respective  brigades  to  superintend 
the  business  of  btHthg,  agreeably  to  the  directions  they  shall  receive  ; 
and,  in  addition  to  these,  the  commanding  officer  of  each  regiment  is 
to  appoint  an  officer  to  oversee  the  building  of  huts  for  each  regi- 
ment ;  which  officer  is  to  take  his  orders  from  the  field-oiTicer  of  the 
brigade  he  belongs  to,  who  is  to  mark  out  the  precise  spot,  in  whicli 
every  hut  for  officers  and  soldiers  is  to  be  placed,  that  uniformity  and 
order  may  be  observed. 

"  An  exact  return  of  all  the  tools,  now  in  the  hands  of  every  regi- 
ment, is  to  be  made  immediately  to  the  quartermaster-general,  who, 
with  the  adjutant-general,  is  to  sec  that  they,  together  with  those  in 
store,  are  duly  and  justly  allotted  to  the  regimental  overseers  of  the 
work,  who  are  to  keep  an  account  of  the  men's  names,  in  whose 
hands  they  are  placed,  that  they  may  be  accountable  for  them.  The 
superintendents  and  overseers  are  to  be  exempt  from  all  other  duty, 
and  will  moreover  have  an  allowance  for  their  trouble. 

"  The  colonels,  or  commanding  officers  of  regiments,  with  their 
captains,  are  immediately  to  cause  their  men  to  be  divided  into  parties 
of  twelve,  and  see  that  each  party  has  its  proportion  of  tools,  and 
commences  a  hut  for  that  number;  and,  as  an  encouragement  to  in- 
dustry and  art,  the  general  promises  to  reward  the  party  in  each 
regiment,  ivhich  finishes  its  hut  in  the  quickest  and  most  workman- 
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like  manner,  with  twelve  dollars.  And  as  there  is  reason  to  believe, 
that  boards  for  covering  the  huts  may  be  found  scarce  and  difficult 
to  be  got,  he  offers  one  hundred  dollars  to  any  officer  or  soldier,  who, 
in  the  opinion  of  three  gentlemen  that  he  shall  appoint  as  judges, 
shall  substitute  some  other  covering,  that  may  be  cheaper  and  more 
quickly  made,  and  will  in  every  respect  answer  the  end, 

"  The  soldiers'  huts  are  to  be  of  the  following  dimensions,  namely, 
fourteen  feet  by  sixteen  each  ;  the  sides,  ends,  and  roofs  to  be  made 
with  logs ;  and  the  roof  made  tight  with  spht  slabs,  or  in  some  other 
way ;  the  sides  made  tight  with  clay ;  a  fireplace  made  of  wood,  and 
secured  with  clay  on  the  inside  eighteen  inches  thick ;  this  fireplace 
to  be  ill  the  rear  of  the  hut ;  the  door  to  be  in  the  end  next  the  street ; 
the  doors  to  be  made  of  split  oak  slabs,  unless  boards  can  be  pro- 
cured ;  the  side  walls  to  be  six  feet  and  a  half  high.  The  officers' 
huts  are  to  form  a  line  in  the  rear  of  the  troops,  one  hut  to  be  allowed 
to  each  general  officer ;  one  to  the  staff  of  each  brigade ;  one  to  the 
field-officers  of  each  regiment;  one  to  the  staff  of  each  regiment; 
one  to  the  commissioned  officers  of  two  companies ;  and  one  to  every 
twelve  non-commissioned  officers  and  soldiers." 

Before  the  encampment  was  completed,  General  Washington  began 
to  turn  his  attention  to  a  subject,  which  he  considered  of  the  greatest 
importance,  and  of  the  most  pressing  necessity.  The  experience  of 
three  campaigns  had  proved,  that  radical  and  extensive  changes 
must  speedily  take  place  in  (he  organization  and  management  of  the 
different  departments  of  the  army,  both  in  regard  to  its  military  con- 
stitution and  discipline,  and  the  methods  of  obtaining  supplies,  or  its 
dissolution  was  seriously  to  be  apprehended.  To  this  task  he  ap- 
plied himself,  therefore,  with  unremitted  assiduity.  According  to 
his  custom  he  obtained  the  views  of  each  of  the  general  officers  in 
writing.  Several  of  these  communications  were  elaborate  essays,  in 
which  were  discussed  at  large  the  entire  system  of  the  army,  the 
modes  of  its  establishment,  its  interna!  and  external  regulations,  its 
imperfections  and  wants,  and  the  remedies  that  ought  to  be  provided. 
From  these  papers,  and  the  results  of  his  own  observation  and  re- 
flections, a  long  report  was  drawn  up,  containing  the  outlines  of  a 
new  and  improved  system,  whic(i  was  adopted  in  all  its  essentia! 
parts  by  a  committee  of  Congress,  who  visited  the  camp  soon  after- 
wards .for  the  purpose  of  consulting  t!ie  Commander-in-chief  on  the 
affairs  of  the  army ;  and  it  was  ultimately  approved  by  Congress.* 

"  In  the  Lifi  of  Mexander  HamiU<m,  Vol.  I.  p.  174,  it  19  said  of  this  paper, 
that  "  it  ja  manifestly  the  worli  of  Colonel  Hamilton."    This  inference  ja 
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BARON    STEUBES, 

After  setving  with  distinction  in  ttc  array  of  the  King  of  Prussia 
for  several  yeais.  Baron  Steuben  retired  to  an  estate  in  Swabia  soon 
after  the  peace  of  1763.  He  obtained  honorable  stationa  at  the 
courts  of  some  of  the  sovereign  princes  of  Germany,  particularly  at 
that  of  the  reigning  prince  of  HohenzoUern,  where  he  held  the  post 
of  grand  marshal  of  the  court.  In  April,  1777,  he  went  to  Paris  on 
his  way  to  England,  intending  to  spend  the  summer  with  some  of  his 
acquaintances  in  that  country,  who  had  invited  him  to  make  them  a 

A  desire  to  see  his  old  friend  and  companion  in  arms,  the  Count 
de  Si.  Germain,  who  had  recently  been  elevated  to  the  place  of  min- 
ister of  war,  caused  him  to  stop  in  Paris.  Having  given  notice  of 
his  arrival  to  the  Count,  that  minister  requested  him  not  to  come  to 
Versailles  till  they  should  have  a  private  interview  on  a  subject  of 
importance.     The  interview  took  place,  and  tjie  Count  de  St.  Ger- 

drawn  from  the  circumstance,  that  a  draf^  e^clsts  in  his  handwriling,  l!iit  it 
was  in  fact  the  work  of  many  hands.  There  are  few  points  in  the  paper  itself, 
ivhicli  are  not  contained  or  intimated  in  some  of  the  communications  of  the 
general  officers.  As  one  of  General  Washington's  aids,  it  was  natural  that 
Colonel  Hamilton  sliould  be  employed  to  arrange  and  condense  the  mattrials 
info  Uio  proper  form  of  a  report,  especially  as  no  one  connected  with  tho 
General's  family  was  better  qualified  to  osecule  the  taslt,  both  from  his  Itnow- 
ledge  of  the  subject  and  his  ability.  This  is  the  only  sense  in  which  it  can  be 
considered  as  his  work.  Indeed,  whoever  is  accustomed  to  consult  the  manu- 
scripts of  public  documents  will  oflen  be  led  inti]  en'or,  if  he  ascribes  the 
authorship  of  every  paper  to  the  person  in  whose  handwriting  it  may  be  found. 
This  remarlc  has  particular  force,  when  applied  to  the  important  papers  to 
which  Washington  affised  hie  name.  They  were  always  the  results  of  patient 
thought  and  invealigation  on  bis  own  part,  aided  by  such  light  as  he  could 
collect  from  others,  in  whose  intelligence  and  judgment  he  could  confide. 
Whatever  pen  he  may  have  employed  to  embody  these  results,  it  may  be  laid 
down  us  a  rule,  to  which  there  is  no  exception,  that  the  writer  aimed  to  ex- 
press OS  clearly  and  compactly  as  he  could  what  he  knew  to  be  the  sentiments 
of  Washington.  This  fact  alone  can  account  for  the  estraordinary  uniformity 
in  style,  modes  of  eipression,  and  turns  of  thought,  which  prevails  throughout 
the  immense  body  of  Washington's  letters,  from  Ills  earliest  youth  to  tlie  end  of 
his  life.  It  will  seldom  be  accurate  to  say,  in  regard  to  any  of  his  papers, 
that  the  person,  in  whose  handwriting  they  may  be  found,  was  their  aiukor ; 
nor  indeed  is  it  believed  that  there  is  in  history  an,  instance  of  a  public  man, 
who  was  in  the  genuine  sense  of  the  term  more  emphatically  the  author  of  the 
papers,  which  received  the  sanction  of  his  name. 
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main  proposed  to  the  Baron  to  go  over  to  America,  and  enter  into 
the  service  of  the  United  States,  explaining  at  the  same  time  the 
situation  and  wants  of  the  American  army,  its  deficiency  in  disci- 
pline, and  the  great  advantages  it  could  not  fad  to  derive  from  an 
officer  of  his  rank,  knowledge,  and  experience  in  military  regulations 
and  tactics.  He  represented  in  favorable  terms  the  political  pros- 
pects of  the  Americans,  and  said  they  had  already  declared  their  In- 
dependence, which  there  was  the  strongest  probability  of  their  being 
able  to  maintain;  that  France  and  Spain  were  inclined  to  render 
them  indirect  support ;  and  that  an  alliance  between  the  United 
States  and  the  House  of  Bourbon  might  ultimately  be  expected.  The 
same  suggestion  and  reasons  were  aflerwaids  urged  upon  tlie  Baron 
by  the  Spanish  ambassador  in  Paris,  by  the  Prince  de  Montbarry, 
and  the  Count  de  Vcrgennes.  He  was  introduced  by  Silas  Deaiie 
to  Dr.  Franklin,  with  whom  he  conversed  on  the  subject.  He  in- 
quired whether  the  American  commissioners  were  authorized  to  con- 
firm any  stipulations  with  him,  to  which  Dr.  Franklin  replied  in  the 
negative,  and  added,  that,  so  far  from  having  this  power.  Congress 
had  refused  to  ratify  a  contract,  which  the  commissioners  had  made 
with  Ducoudray  and  the  officers  of  his  suite.  Upon  this  information 
the  Baron  abandoned  the  project,  as  he  was  unwilling  to  sacrifice  a 
post  of  honor  and  profit,  which  ho  held  in  Germany,  without  some 
security  of  an  equivalent  if  he  went  to  America, 

The  Baron  returned  to  Germany,  and  a  few  days  after  his  arrival 
at  Eastadt  he  received  a  letter  from  Beaumarchais,  pressing  anew 
the  proposal  of  the  ministers,  and  informing  him  that  a  vessel  was 
about  to  depart  from  Marseilles,  in  which  he  could  have  a  passage 
to  America.  At  the  same  time  a  letter  carae  from  the  Count  de 
St.  German,  urging  his  immediate  return  to  Paris,  and  assuring  him 
that  satisfactory  arrangements  should  be  made.  Relying  on  this 
pledge,  he  hastened  back  to  Paris ;  and  at  an  interview  with  Count 
de  Vergennes,  the  minister  told  him  that  it  was  not  necessary  to  insist 
on  any  stipulations  with  the  American  commissioners,  that  Dr. 
Franldin  would  give  him  letters  to  the  President  of  Congress  and  to 
some  of  the  principal  members,  that  there  could  be  no  doubt  of  the 
readiness  of  Congress  to  employ  an  officer  of  his  character  and  abili- 
ties on  such  terras  as  would  be  agreeable  to  him,  and  that,  should  he 
be  disappointed  in  this  expectation,  the  French  government  would 
indemnify  him  for  the  losses  or  injuries  he  might  sustain  in  his  affairs. 
On  this  basis  the  plan  was  settied.  Beaumarchais  supplied  him  with 
as  much  money  as  his  immediate  necessities  required.  The  Baron 
embarked  at  Marseilles,  September  26th,  1777,  and  after  a  rough 
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and  dangerous  voyage  he  landed  at  Portsmouth,  in  New  Hampshire, 
on  the  1st  of  December. 

It  is  to  be  recollected,  that  at  this  time  tlie  French  government  had 
taken  no  part  openly  in  favor  of  the  American  cause,  and  conse- 
quently could  hold  no  direct  communication  with  Congress  concern- 
ing a  matter  of  this  kind. 

From  Portsmouth  Baron  Steuben  wrote  the  following  letter  to 
Gcncial  Washington,  accompanied  by  copies  of  his  letters  of  recom- 
mendation to  Cong  re -1 

"  The  eiiLiosed  copy  of  a  letter,  whose  original  I  shall  have 
the  hjnor  to  pre-ent  to  your  Excellency,  will  inform  you  of  the 
motue  ,  that  brought  me  over  to  this  land.  I  shall  only  add  to  it, 
tliat  the  object  of  my  greatest  ambition  is  to  render  your  country  all 
the  =eruces  m  nn  power,  and  to  deserve  the  title  of  a  citizen  of 
America  by  fighting  for  the  cause  of  your  liberty.  If  the  distin- 
gui'ihed  ranks  in  which  I  have  served  in  Europe  should  be  an  ob- 
stacle, I  had  rather  servo  under  your  Excellency  as  a  volunteer,  than 
to  be  an  object  of  discontent  to  such  deserving  officers,  as  have 
already  distrnguished  themselves  amongst  you. 

"  Such  being  the  sentiments  1  have  always  professed,  I  dare  hope 
that  the  respectable  Congress  of  the  United  States  of  America  will 
accept  my  services.  I  could  say,  moreover,  were  it  not  for  the  fear  of 
offending  your  modesty,  that  your  Excellency  is  the  only  person  under 
whom,  after  having  served  under  the  King  of  Prussia,  I  could  wish 
to  pursue  an  art,  to  which  I  have  wholly  given  up  myself.  I  intend 
to  go  to  Boston  in  a  few  days,  where  I  shall  present  my  letters  to 
Mr.  Hancock,  member  of  Congress,  and  there  I  shall  wait  for  your 
Excellency's  orders,  according  to  which  I  shall  take  convenient 
measures.     I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c. 

"  Steuben." 
benjamin  pranklik  to  ge011.gb  wasiiikoton. 

"  Passj,  4  September,  X777, 
"  Sin, 

"  The  gentleman,  who  will  hai  c  the  lienor  of  waiting  upon  you  with 
this  letter,  is  the  Baron  de  Steuben  Lieutemnt-General  in  the  King 
of  Prussia'D  service,  whom  he  attpnded  in  all  his  campaigns,  being 
his  aid-de-c-imp,  quirterm aster-gen pra!  &,c  He  goes  to  America 
with  a  true  zeil  fur  our  ciuse,  md  a  view  of  engaging  in  it,  and 
rendering  it  all  the  service  m  his  power      He  is  recommended  to  uk 
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by  two  of  the  b       jud         f      1      y  m     t    n    h  y    M    ]e 

Comte  de  Verg  n           nd  M  1    C  mt    de  S     G    m  wli    h    e 

long  been  pers     ally      qu    nt  d       h  h  m       d  int       t  1  n    1       in 

promoting  ]iis     3          f    m  lh     f  11  p      u       n  tli  t  th  k       1  dgc 

and  experience  11           q       dbjtayja           d^aidp  e 

in  the  Prussian     h    1        j  b      f  g                              tn  II 

fore  cannot  but         mm     d  h            mlj  t    j        E      11  1  ng 

tliat  our  servic         jb          d               blthml!  lln 
to  be,  &c. 


PP      hdb  d  assoldl       hhkfC 

1'  P  11  f  ilhdl  1 

A  did  ddlhdbpjd 

1        f  ii  I  ary      1  d    h      h  1     id  b 

P    d      H        n  d  h       my       V   I      r  !  nd 

pdUySlSp  If  yh 

■  f  I    I      p  y  mm  h  h 

J  1 

Lfy  pod  hhBnnlfi        rral 

a  An  Th     f  11  f  J  }  ra 

by  Lfy  ffd  fg  yfl  h 

wh    h    h      J  bl  h  d     1        J  con  d  f       1     C 

m     1     n   I    f 

Pmm  dLfy  ptn)  fny 

h     ng  G  1  W    1  N  h      g 

b    f      d  p  by 

P       b     f  f         bl  f        f        I       g   1 

II       q    1  lb  I         I    I  k  11 

P  dhidlblh  mdh  H 

hnylisfin        h  bdjh  If  11 

hhh  dnbdod  h         II  j  I 

ior  me  to  judge  of  hia  military  talents ;  but  according  to  ray  imperlect 
knowledge  of  these  matters,  his  advice  in  council  has  always  appeared 
to  me  the  best,  although  his  modesty  prevents  bim  sometimes  from 
sustaining  it;  and  his  predictions  have  generally  been  fullilled.  I 
am  the  more  happy  in  giving  you  this  opinion  of  my  friend,  with  all 
the  sincerity  which  I  feel,  because  some  persons  may  perhaps  attempt 
to  deceive  you  on  this  point."  —  MS.  Letter,  Albany,  March  l^th 
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PROPOSED  ENTERPRISE  AGAINST  CANADA  UNDER  THE 
MARQUIS  DE  LAFAYETTE. 

After  General  Gates  returned  from  the  northern  department,  as 
president  of  the  Board  of  War,  a  project  of  an  irruption  into  Canada, 
supposed  to  have  originated  with  him,  was  adopted  by  Congress.  An 
army  of  two  or  three  thousand  men  was  to  proceed  from  Albany, 
cross  Lake  Champlain  on  the  ice,  burn  the  enemy's  shipping  at  St. 
John's,  press  forward  if  possible  to  Montreal,  and  effect  any  other 
enterprise,  which  circumstances  would  permit.  The  plan  was  con- 
ceived and  matured  by  the  Board  of  War,  and  approved  by  Congress, 
without  consulting  General  Washington  ;  and  the  first  knowledge  he 
1    1    ft  m        '     ted  in  a  letter  from  General  Gates,  enclosing 

th  t  th  M  q  de  Lafayetlfl,  informing  the  Marquis  that  he 
J  po  t  d  t  th  mmand  of  the  expedition.  This  was  near 
th  d  f  Jan  y  1  78.  Perceiving  the  neglect  and  disrespect 
h  t  th  C  mm ander-in- chief,  hy  this  mode  of  proceeding,  La- 
f  y  ft  t  fi  t  h  t  t  d  what  course  to  pursue ;  more  especially  as 
th    p    sp    t    t  th  cess  of  such  an  enterprise  in  the  midst  of 

w  th  t  )  b  ous  preparation,  was  very  doubtful.  General 
W    1       to      h  dvised  him  to  comply  with  the  wishes  of 

C     g  d         f  t  tl  e  appointment,  since,  in  any  event,  this  high 

t  t  y  f  th  00  iidence  would  be  honorable  to  him,  and  his 
p    d  Id  b    a  sufficient  guard  to  his  reputation,  in  what- 

ever manner  the  expedition  might  terminate. 

Thus  encouraged,  Lafayette  hastened  to  Yorktown  to  ascertain  the 
views  of  Congress  and  the  details  of  the  plan.  Every  thing  was  pro- 
mised, that  he  could  desire,  and  General  Gates  assured  him,  that 
there  would  be  no  deficiency  of  supplies  either  as  to  men  or  means.  It 
was  A  suspicious  circumstance,  however,  that  Conway  was  to  be  his 
second  in  command.  The  known  hostility  of  that  officer,  as  well  as 
of  General  Gates,  to  the  Commander-in-chief,  raised  very  natural 
suspicions  in  the  mind  of  Lafayette,  that  a  scheme  was  laid  for  de- 
taching him  fi'om  the  friend,  to  whom  he  was  devoted  by  the  strong- 
est motives  of  principle  and  affection,  and  whose  interests  he  was 
lesolved  at  all  hazards  to  support.     This  induced  him  at  the  outset, 
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both  by  his  conversation  and  ariangcmenta,  to  give  the  most  un- 
equivoual  proof  of  his  aentiments  and  lesolutions  on  that  head.  He 
succeeded  in  having  the  Baron  de  Kalb  appointed  to  the  expedition, 
who,  being  older  in  rank  than  Conway,  would  of  course  be  the  second 
in  command.  This  request  was  not  readily  granted,  but  he  insisted 
on  it  so  strenuously,  that  it  was  finally  conceded.  The  following 
letters  will  explain  the  sequel  of  the  affair. 

MARQUIS    HE    LAFAYETTE    TO    GENERAL    WASHINGTON. 

"  Albnnj,  19  Fcbniaty,  1778. 
"  Dear  Genhral, 
"  Why  am  I  so  far  from  you  1  And  why  did  the  Board  of  War 
hurry  me  through  the  ice  and  snow,  without  knowing  what  I  should 
do,  or  what  they  were  doing  themselves^  You  have  thought,  per- 
haps, that  their  project  would  be  attended  with  difficulty,  that  some 
means  had  been  neglected,  and  that  I  could  not  obtain  aJI  the  success 
which  they  had  promised  me  ;  but  your  Excellency  cannot  conceive 
what  I  have  seen  since  I  lefi  the  place  where  I  was  quiet  and  near 
my  friend,  to  run  myself  through  all  the  blunders  of  madness,  or 
treachery,  or  God  knows  what.  Let  mo  begin  the  journal  of  my 
glorious  campaign  1 

"  According  to  Lord  Stirling's  advice  I  went  by  Coryell's  Ferry. 
Thence  I  proceeded  to  the  State  of  New  York,  and  had  the  pleasure 
of  seeing  the  friends  of  America  as  warm  m  their  love  tor  the  Com- 
mander-in-chief, as  bis  best  friends  could  wish  I  spoke  to  Governor 
Clinton,  and  was  much  pleased  with  that  gentleman  At  lengtli  I 
got  to  Albany  on  the  17th,, though  I  was  not  evpccted  before  the 
25th.  General  Conway  had  been  here  only  three  days,  and  I  roust 
confess  I  found  him  very  active,  and  looking  as  if  he  had  good  inten- 
tions; but  we  know  a  great  deal  upon  that  subject,  His  iirst  words 
were,  that  the  expedition  was  quite  impossible.  I  was  at  first  very 
djstrustfiil  of  this  report,  but  have  found  that  he  was  right.  Such  is 
at  least  the  idea  I  have  formed  of  this  ill-concerted  expedition,  during 
these  two  days  past. 

"  General  Schuyler,  General  Lincoln,  and  General  Arnold  had 
written  before  my  arrival  to  General  Conway,  in  the  most  decided 
terms,  that  in  our  present  circumstances  there  was  no  possibility  of 
begiiining  an  enterprise  into  Canada.  The  quartermaster-general, 
commissary-general,  and  clothier-generaJ,  of  what  they  call  the  north- 
ern department,  are  entirely  of  the  same  opinion.  Colonel  Hazen, 
who  has  been  appointed  to  a  place,  which  interferes  with  those  above 
mentioned,  was  the  most  desirous  of  going.     The  reason  of  such  an 
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irdor  I  think  I  mij  attribute  to  other  motives  H  ^ever  the  =anie 
Colonel  Hazen  confesse  vie  aie  not  stiung  enough  to  think  f  f]  e 
expedition  at  this  ntomeiit  As  to  the  troops  thej  are  di<igusted  and 
if  you  except  some  of  Hazen  •!  Canadians  reluctint  to  the  utmost 
degree  to  begin  a  winters  iniui=ion  into  &o  co]d  a  (.ountrj  I  hive 
consulted  every  bodj  and  e  erv  bodj  an'jHeis  it  would  be  nadness 
I  have  been  deceived  by  the  Board  of  War  The}  have  bj  the 
strongest  expressions  pro  iiiaed  me  three  thouiand  men  Nov  Sir 
I  do  not  believe  I  can  find  in  all  tvvel  e  hundred  ht  Isr  dutj  and  the 
greatest  part  of  the>!e  are  naked  even  for  a  summer  campaigi  I 
was  to  find  General  Stark  with  a  krge  body  and  indeed  Generdl 
Gales  told  me,  '  Gem  al  Sla  kwU  hate  bu-nt  the  fieet  befo  e  i/our 
arrival.'  Well,  the  first  letter  I  receive  in  Albany  is  from  Geneial 
Stark,  who  wishes  to  know  what  number  of  men  from  where  for 
what  time,  and  for  vthat  rendezious,  I  desire  him  to  rhue.  Colonel 
Biddle,  who  was  also  to  raise  men,  would  have  done  something,  had 
he  received  money.  One  asks  what  encouragement  hiis  people  will 
have,  the  other  lias  no  clothes,  not  one  of  them  has  received  a  dollar 
of  what  was  due  to  them.  I  have  applied  to  every  body,  I  have 
begged  at  every  door  I  could  for  two  days,  and  I  find  that  I  could  do 
something,  were  the  expedition  to  be  begun  five  weeks  hence.  But 
you  know  we  have  not  an  hour  to  lose,  and  indeed  it  is  now  rather 
too  late,  had  we  every  thing  in  readiness. 

"  There  is  a  spirit  of  dissatisfaction  prevailing  among  the  soldiers 
and  even  the  officers  which  is  owing  tj  iheir  not  having  bi.cn  paid 
for  a  long  time  This  department  i=i  much  m  arrears  and  as  near 
as  I  cau  ascertain  there  are  about  eight  hundred  thousand  dollars 
due  to  the  Cont  nontal  troop  m  litia  the  quartermaster  s  and  other 
departments  Itvtas  vtith  four  hundred  thousmd  dollars  onlj  the 
half  ot  vshich  la  arrived  f  day  that  I  viaa  to  undeitale  tie  ex 
ped  tion  and  satisfy  the  men  under  mj  command  I  1  a  e  s  rt  to 
Cougrfss  the  account  of  these  debts  Some  clotl  es  by  Oolonel 
Hazen  s  aclivitj   are  am  ed  Irom  Bo-Jtoi,  but  not  e  ougl 

"  We  have  had  intelligence  from  a  deserter,  who  makes  the  enemy 
stronger  than  I  thought.  I  have  sent  to  Congress  a  full  account  of 
the  matter.  I  hope  it  will  open  their  eyes.  What  they  will  resolve 
upon,  I  do  not  know ;  but  I  think  I  must  wait  here  for  their  answer. 
I  have  enclosed  to  the  President  copies  of  the  most  important  letters 
I  have  received.  It  would  be  tedious  to  your  Excellency,  were  I  to 
enter  into  minute  details.  It  will  be  sufficient  to  say,  that  the  want  of 
men,  clothes,  money,  and  the  want  of  time,  deprive  me  of  all  Iiopes 
as  to  this  incursion. 
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"  Your  Excellency  may  judge,  that  I  am  very  much  distressed  by 
tlie  disappointment.  My  being  appointed  to  the  command  of  the 
expedition  is  known  through  the  continent ;  it  will  soon  be  known 
in  Europe,  as  I  have  been  desired  by  members  of  Congress  to  write 
to  my  friends.  The  people  will  be  in  great  expectation,  and  what 
shall  I  .answer?  I  am  afrwd  it  will  reflect  on  my  reputation,  and 
that  I  shall  be  laughed  at.  My  fears  upon  this  subject  are  so  sfrong, 
that  I  would  choose  to  act  hereafter  only  as  a  volunteer,  unless  Con- 
gress offer  me  tlie  means  of  mending  this  disagreeable  business.  But 
I  am  very  far  from  giving  them  the  least  hint  upon  that  matter. 
Genera!  Aroold  seems  very  fond  of  a  diversion  against  New  York, 
but  he  is  too  unwell  to  take  the  field  within  four  or  five  months.  I 
should  be  happy  if  something  was  proposed  to  me  in  that  way,  but  I 
will  never  ask,  nor  even  seem  desirous  of  any  thing,  directly  from 
Congress.  I  think  your  Excellency  will  approve  of  my  staying  here 
till  further  orders,  and  of  my  taking  the  liberty  of  sending  my  de- 
spatches to  Congress  by  a  very  quick  conveyance,  without  their  going 
through  the  hands  of  my  general.  I  was  anxious  to  acquaint  them 
soon  with  my  disagreeable  and  ridiculous  situation.  With  the  great- 
est affection  and  respect,  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  fee. 

"  Lafayette." 


"  Albany,  19  Fubruary,  1778. 
"  Deak  Sir, 
"  The  day  I  despatched  my  last  letter  to  your  Excellency,  I  was 
honored  with  a  visit  from  the  Marquis  de  Lafayette,  on  his  route  to 
this  city.  It  was  his  request  and  the  wish  of  Congress,  that  I  should 
attend  him,  and  give  him  any  information  in  my  power.  The  Mar- 
quis is  very  assiduous  and  active,  and  examines  and  will  judge  for 
himself.  It  is  plain  that  he  finds  neither  the  troops  nor  the  prepara- 
tions in  the  condition  he  expected  ;  nor  has  he  met  with  any  person, 
I  believe,  civil  or  military,  in  this  quarter,  who  approves  of  the  enter- 
prise ;  though  from  this  part  of  the  State  he  will  receive  every  thing 
he  asks,  which  they  can  grant.  His  zeal  for  this  country,  of  which 
he  has  given  marks  even  to  enthusiasm,  and  his  ardent  desire  of 
glory,  lead  him  to  wbh  the  expedition  practicable  ;  but  he  is  too  con- 
siderate to  pursue  it  rashly,  or  without  probable  grounds  of  a  success- 
ful issue.  I  must  mention  to  your  Excellency  a  circumstance,  which 
shows  the  liberality  of  his  disposition.  He  determined,  on  his  enter- 
ing into  Canada,  to  supply  his  army  through  his  own  private  bills  on 
France,  to  the  amount  of  five  or  six  thousand  guineas,  and  to  present 

ss* 
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that  sum  to  Congress,  as  a  proof  of  liis  love  to  America,  and  the 
rights  of  human  nature.  With  great  respect  and  esteem,  I  have  ihe 
honor  to  be,  &c. 


MARQUIS    DE    I 


■'  James  Duane." 


.    WASlirNGTON. 


"  Albany,  23  Febiuary,  XT78. 
"  Dear  General, 

"  I  have  an  opportunity  of  writing  to  your  Excellency,  which  I 
could  not  misa,  even  should  I  become  tedious  and  troublesome.  If 
they  have  sent  me  far  from  you,  I  know  not  for  what  purpose,  I  must 
at  feast  make  some  little  use  of  my  pen,  that  all  communication  be- 
tween your  Excellency  and  myself  may  not  be  cut  off.  I  have  lately 
informed  you  of  ray  distressing  and  ridiculous  situation.  I  am  sent, 
with  a  great  noise,  at  the  head  of  an  army,  to  do  great  things.  The 
whole  continent,  France,  and,  what  is  the  worst,  the  British  army 
will  he  in  expectation.  How  far  they  will  be  deceived,  how  far  we 
shall  he  ridiculed,  you  may  judge  by  the  candid  account  you  have 
got  of  the  state  of  our  affairs.  There  are  things,  I  dare  say,  in  which 
I  am  deceived.  A  certain  Colonel  is  not  here  for  nothing.  One 
other  geiilJeman  became  very  popular  before  I  came  to  this  place. 
Arnold  himself  is  very  fond  of  him.  I  am  sure  a  cloud  is  drawn 
before  my  eyes.  However,  there  are  points  I  cannot  he  deceived  in. 
The  want  of  money,  the  dissatisfaction  of  the  soldiers,  the  disinclina- 
tion of  every  one  (except  the  Canadiaus,  who  mean  to  stay  at  home) 
for  this  expedition,  are  as  conspicuous  as  possible.  JHy  expedition 
will  be  as  famous  as  the  secret  expedition  against  Rhode  Island. 

"I  confess,  my  dear  General,  that  I  find  myself  of  very  quick 
feelings,  whenever  my  reputation  and  glory  arc  concerned.  My 
desire  of  doing  something  is  such,  that  I  have  thought  of  doing  it  hy 


surprise  with  a  detachment' 
I         Id  b         y  1 


but  it  ' 


1 


e  rash  and  impos 


1 
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G  G  H        b  g  ow, 

b  k  U    pp  ar  rer 

h      mj  d         J  h  man       C  here- 

fore  you  may  foresee  and  prevent  tiie  evil  a  hundred  times  better  than 
I  can.  I  would  only  give  thaX  idea  to  your  Excellency.  After  having 
written  to  Europe,  by  the  desire  of  the  members  of  Congress,  so  many 
fine  things  about  my  commanding  an  army,  I  shall  be  ashamed  if 
nothing  can  be  done  by  rae  in  that  way.  Will  you  be  so  good  as  to 
present  my  respects  to  your  lady.  With  the  most  tender  affection 
and  the  highest  respect,  I  am,  Stc. 

Similar  representations  were  at  the  same  time  made  to  Congress, 
and  it  was  resolved  to  instruct  the  Marquis  de  Lafayette  to  suspend 
the  irruption  into  Canada,  and  at  the  same  time  to  assure  him,  "  that 
Congress  entertain  a  high  sense  of  his  prudence,  activity,  and  zeal, 
and  that  they  are  fully  persuaded  nothing  has  or  would  have  been 
wanting  on  his  part,  or  on  the  part  of  the  officers  who  accompanied 
Tiim,  to  give  the  expedition  the  utmost  possible  effect."  —  Secret  Jour- 
7iai,  March  'id.  The  Marquis  returned  to  General  Washington's 
camp  the  first  week  in  April. 


S[R    WILLIAM    HOWE    TO    GENERAL    WASIUNQTON. 

PhLladelphia,  5  February,  177S. 
Sm, 

By  advices  received  from  Rhode  Island,  transmitting  to  me  a  copy 
of  a  letter  from  General  Heath  to  Lieutenant-Gen eral  Burgoyne,  a 
copy  of  which  is  enclosed,  I  am  informed  that  it  is  determined  to 
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d  G  ilB    g  p         N      E 

p  n       d     h 

d       n  n       g      n 


naj  bil 


Whgd       h       h      Ikw 

of  ray  letters  to  you,  it  has  been  und 

tion  alluded  to.     You  know  that  the 

soners,  from  the  beginning  of  my 

quantity  and  quality  to  what  is  given 

If  you  had  thought  this  insufficient,  j 

supply  from  the  markets,  and  were 

whatever  articles  you  thought  proper 

ance  of  fuel  has  been  also  regulate 

admit,  and  a  similar  permission  of  p 

never  been  refused.     My  letter  of  Ih 

you  what  was  afforded  to  the  priso 

necessaries,  they  had  a  right  to  expe 

occasion  of  their  being  exposed  to  t 

idea  I  have  ever  understood  to  be  m 

remonstrances  I  made  to  you  upon 
were  not  sent  in,  my  humanity  inte 
nate  men  in  our  possession ;  and,  o 
distress,  I  permitted  in  this  city  the  p 
other  necessaries  as  the  severity  of  t 
which  they  must  absolutely  have  peri 
Confident  as  I  am,  that  you  will 
recital  of  facts,  I  cannot  but  think 
farther,  either  upon  the  cruelty  falsely 
agfunst  the  prisoners,  or  the  unjust  red 
induced  to  transmit  to  me  upon  that 
ever,  of  the  real  and  unavoidable  dist 
sides,  as  well  as  to  put  an  end  to  all 
jeot,  I  shall  consent  to  an  immedia 

in  our  possession,  as  well  officers  as  private  men,  so  far  as  the  number 
of  the  lattor,  and  parity  of  the  rank  of  the  former,  will  admit.  In  the 
mean  time,  I  shall  wait  the  arrival  here  of  the  Britisli  officers,  whom 
yon  have  released  upon  their  paroles,  and  shall,  without  delay,  send 
an  equal  number  to  you  in  return. 


e  exchange  ot  all  prisoner 
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With  regard  to  tlio  account  for  provisions  and  other  necesaaties, 
which  I  find  by  General  Heath's  letter  is  become  a  pretext  for  in- 
fringing, if  it  is  not  intended  as  an  absolute  breach  of,  the  convention 
of  Saratoga,  I  do  readily  agree  to  the  immediate  appointment  of  com- 
missioners, on  your  part  andon  mine,  to  settle  that  account,  together 
with  all  other  accounts  for  provisions,  &c.  furnished  the  prisoners  on 
either  side,  and  to  make  payment  of  the  balance. 

You  have  only  to  name  your  commissioners  (two  will,  I  1  1  be 
sufficient) ;  and  appoint  a  convenient  place  and  time  for  the  nee  ng 
two  gentlemen  on  my  part,  to  terminate  the  business.  The  han  e 
of  prisoners  and  the  accommodation  of  the  difference  1  1  so 
long  subsisted  betiveen  us  upon  that  score,  maybe  adji  da  le 
same  time  by  the  same  commissioners,  upon  an  equitable  pi  n  a 
formerly  prop      d  by  )  If 

These  piop  t  n  1  und  d,  as  they  in  great  measure  are,  upon 
your  ort  n  su  t  n  I  co  ider  as  now  mutually  agreed  upon  be- 
tiveen  us  a  d  t!  f  I  m  ist  hope  to  find  that  you  are  capable  of 
carrjmg  ihenfi  Uy  t  ecution,  without  permitting  any  set  of 
men  to  interf  ,  t  th  u^  pi  asure,  with  such  authority  as  has  been 
vested  in  you,  for  the  exchange  of  prisoners,  and  for  the  decision  of 
all  matters  relating  to  them.  As  I  have  no  objection  to  the  earliest 
meeting  of  the  commissioners  for  completing  the  eschange  and 
liquidating  the  accounts,  I  trust  there  will  be  no  new  impediment  to 
the  release  of  General  Burgoyne's  troops,  but  that  you  will  give  im- 
mediately such  orders  for  their  embarkation  upon  the  arrival  of  the 
transports  at  Boston,  as  will  remove  every  difficulty.  With  due 
respect,  I  am,  fcc. 

W.  Howi!, 


Sr 

11  d  1     f  f y       1  10 

q  fhhilid  mn  ml 

J         p  G  to  IdyppondThd 

1     h   fi-  d        1  I        d  d  1 

p  1  b        nd        nd        m  17  H  g 

di  nasmypdh  1  fl  m 

IB  dp  m  dyhppo  < 

f  dBhnbqll  f  lb 

q  aJlj  d      d        h    g  n      1     1  I  j      w  11  d 

h    p  m  p    p  n 
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With  respect  to  the  exchange  of  commissioned  officers,  you  will 
penait  me  to  premise,  that  this  must  be  governed  hy  the  release  of 
the  Hessian  field-officers  taken  at  Trenton,  and  LieutenanlrColonel 
Archibald  Campbell  of  the  seventy-first  regiment,  who  have  not  only 
been  longest  confined,  but  hare  hitherto  been  the  objects  of  pailicular 
exception ;  the  exchange  for  those  gentlemen,  as  well  as  for  the  other 
officers,  will  then  take  place  as  is  agreed  upon.  This  will  explain 
the  meaning  of  the  paragraph  in  my  letter  quoted  by  you,  with  respect 
to  the  release  of  officers  upon  parole  prior  to  the  arrival  of  Lieutenant- 
Colonel  Can  ph  11  d  1  H  fi  Id-offi  Id  to  be 
understood  1  n  h  11  11  n  oldiers 
belonging  1  y  mand  d  by  L  n  G  n  IB  ^oyno, 
who  were  knp  h  nnf*^  be  con- 
sidered w  h  n  h  d  p  f  p  so  <1  lly  11  of  the 
army  mor        m  d      ly      dm              and 

It  seem    n  ywhd  pphe  ex- 

change of  h  dim  f   1  I    ,  by  a 

personal  d  y  fi      ly  1  I    quality 

of  the  persons  to  be  exchanged.     "With  due  respect,  I  am,  &c. 


No.  XIII.    p.  279. 

GBMERAL    HOWE   TO   GENERAL  WASHINGTON. 

Philadelphia,  10  MflrcSi,  1778. 
Sir, 

I  cannot  refrain  from  expressing  my  surprise,  upon  the  receipt  of 
your  letter  dated  on  the  9th  instant,  desiring  that  the  meeting  of  the 
commissioners,  appointed  by  yourself  to  be  on  the  day  following, 
should  be  deferred,  and  to  so  remote  a  period  as  the  last  of  the 
month,  when  you  must  be  sensible  bow  essential  this  meeting  is  to 
the  relief  of  the  prisoners  on  both  sides,  and  particularly  of  those 
with  you,  whose  sufferings  are  extreme  from  the  want  of  the  neces- 
saries lately  intended  for  them,  which  by  the  most  unjustifiable  means 
they  were  prevented  from  receiving.  Upon  these  considerations  I 
am  to  request  yon  will  propose  some  day  in  the  ensuing  week  for 
entering  upon  the  business  of  the  commission. 

My  order  for  sending  General  Lee  to  Philadelphia  by  sea  was  prior 
to  my  knowledge  of  General  Prescott's  arrival  at  New  York ;  I  have 
since  signified  my  permission  for  him  to  come  hither  by  land,  accom- 
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panied  by  Major  WJiliams,  of  the  British  artillery,  agreeably  to  the 
General's  own  request.  When  the  agreement  was  concluded  upon  to 
appoint  commissioners  to  settle  a  genera!  exchange,  I  expected  there 
would  have  heen  as  much  expedition  used  in  returning  Lieutenant- 
Colonel  Campbell,  and  the  Hessian  field-officers,  as  in  returning 
Major-General  Prescott,  and  that  the  cartel  might  have  been  finished 
by  the  time  of  the  arrival  of  General  Lee.  If,  however,  there  shouj^ 
be  any  objection  to  General  Prescott's  remaining  at  New  York,  unti3 
the  aforementioned  officers  are  sent  in,  he  shall,  to  avoid  altercation, 
be  returned  upon  requisition.  With  dae  respect,  I  am.  Sir,  &c. 
W.  Howe. 

GEKERAL  HOWE   TO   GENERAL  WASHINGTON. 

PhiJadelphia,  15  March,  1778. 
Sin, 

1  hare  received  your  letter  of  the  12th  instant,  wherein  I  observe 
you  sli]]  persevere  in  the  procrastination  of  the  meeting  of  the  com- 
missioners. That  a  measure  urged  by  yourself  as  confessedly  inter- 
esting to  the  unhappy  prisoners  on  both  sides,  and  in  which  I  cannot 
conceive  you  to  be  controlled,  should  be  thus  peremptorily  suspended 
without  any  reason  assigned,  carries  with  it  the  appearance  of  some- 
thing disingenuous.  My  last  letter  waa,  in  my  opinion,  clear  and 
explicit  on  the  subject  of  General  Lee;  and  my  proposition  concern- 
ing General  Prescott  might,  I  think,  have  obviated  any  suspicion  of 
ambiguity  on  my  part. 

On  the  arrival  of  Lieutenant-Colonel  Campbell,  any  officer  of 
yours  of  the  same  rank,  whom  you  may  he  pleased  to  name,  shall 
be  immediately  released.  Mr.  Ethan  Allen,  I  understand,  bears  the 
rank  of  a  colonel.     With  due  respect,  I  am,  Sir,  &c. 

W.  Howe. 


No.  XIV.    p.  310, 


THE   PRESIDENT    OP   CONGRESS  TO   GBOBGE   WASHINGTON. 

Yorktown,  14  April,  1778. 
Sir, 
In  obedience  to  the  directions  of  Congress,  I  am  to  acknowledge 
the  receipt  of  your  letter  of  the  4th  instant.     Congress  with  great 
concern  perceive,  that  your  sensibility  is  wounded  by  their  resolu- 
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tions.  Placing  the  fiimest  confidence  in  your  prudence,  abilities, 
and  integrity,  they  wish  to  preserve  that  harmony  with  you,  which  is 
essential  to  tJie  geaetal  weal.  You  may  rest  assured,  that,  far  from 
any  intention  to  give  you  pain,  their  resolutions  have  no  other  motives 
or  end  but  the  public  good.     They  therefore  hope,  that  you  will  not 


1  future  be  distressed  by  appreht 
as  they  are  to  your  own  feelings. 

However  different  the  views  of  Cono 
from  what  you  supposed  them  to  be,  whc 
engagements  with  General  Howe  Cono-i 

b        p    pe        p  h    d 

h  Th     d  il      y        G 


Ihll 


f  y 
c 

30th    1  1 


PP 


d    pi      ff 


i  injurious  to  their  hoi 

;ress  may  seem  to  you  now 

in  you  entered  into  your  late 

■ess  certainly  had  nothing  in 

ty,  and  independence  of 

1  Howe,  and  authentic  in- 

d  by  you  to  negotiate  the 

f  Congress,  constrained 

f  rming  a  general  cartel, 

manner,  lest  they  might 

f  heir  power  to  remedy,  a 

in  their  judgment,  the 

1  r  their  resolutions  of  the 
ons,  calculated  to  show 
tl      s  of  the  proposed  cartel ; 
every  State  in  similar 
to  all  the  resolutions  of 
d      of  a  cartel;  but,  as  a 
h  of  the  resolutions  of 
policy,  and  those  which 
f  1     1    h  ed  a  variation  from  time 

to  time  necessary,  it  is  conceiied  that  an  attention  to  this  discrimina- 
tion will  rid  you  of  th  se  embarrasamenls  which  you  may,  at  first 
view,  think  you t self  entangled  with 

The  resolution  of  Congress  of  the  l<)th  of  December,  respecting  the 
mode  of  settlement  far  supplies  tj  the  enemy's  prisoners,  seems  not 
to  have  been  sufficiently  attended  to  It  ii  left  at  the  option  of  the 
enemy  to  pay  either  in  com  dolhr  for  doUai,  or  in  provisions  equal 
in  quantity  and  kind  to  nhat  jb  fum  al  ed  Whatever  objections  may 
be  made  against  the  first  mode  there  surely  cannot  be  a  more  just 
and  equal  ratio  than  the  latter  General  Burgoyne  lately  made  the 
same  objections  on  this  point  which  occurred  to  you;  but,  on  being 
reminded  of  the  alternative  offered  bi  tl  e  rpsolution,  he  acquiesced, 
and  the  victualling  ships  are  no  ^  a  t  lalh  delivering  provisions  in 
payment  for  what  thej  recei  ed      1 1  e  c  mmissaries  of  prisoners  on 


11 


Pl 
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each  side  may  pass  receipts  for  the  rations  received,  expressing  the 
quantum  of  each  article  received  for  the  subsistence  of  the  prisoners 
in  the  power  of  the  contracting  patties,  and  tlie  balance  may  be  paid 
in  provisions,  or  in  coin,  at  the  option  of  either  party.  The  mode 
suggested  by  you  is  liable  to  this  strong  objection,  that  it  would  lay 
us  under  tlie  necessity  of  furnishing  the  enemy's  prisoners  with  ws, 
as      11  'th  tl    n      'th  p      ■  'ons ;  which  certainly  would  be 

p     1    d  g         h  m    f  n  ider  the  distance  whence  they 

d  1         uppl 

Th  1  f   1       Oh  D         bcr  was  a  measure  naturally 

fl      n         n     h     T  A  1     h  the  respective  States  have 

pi^    d  q    n       f   h        p         recommendation  of  Congress. 

O        Tl  d  1  b  n     h  y  nvinced,  that  a  deviation  from 

Ud  h        b  f  1     a    er  as  an  independent  people, 

nd  1  dpol  "Vo  act  of  Congress  can  suspend 

the  operation  of  the  laws  of  the  different  States,  and  therefore  they 
cannot  consent  that  any  measure  should  be  adopted  in  the  proposed 
cartel,  which  may  contravene  this  resolution.  It  does  not  however 
appear  to  Congress,  that  any  embarrassment  will,  arise  in  this  matter, 
unless  the  enemy  should  insist  upon  an  article  in  the  cartel,  that 
Americans  taken  in  arms  shall  be  entitled  to  the  benefit  of  an  ex- 
change. Under  the  terms  of  "  officer  for  officer,  soldier  for  soldier, 
&c."  which  are  generally  used  in  cartels,  traitors  would  no  more  be 
Included  by  the  laws  of  nations  than  deserters,  The  carrying  of  this 
resolution  into  practice  can  depend  only  on  the  will  of  the  several 
States,  who  in  this  respect  must  be  presumed  to  be  governed  by  prin- 
ciples of  policy,  of  which  they  must  necessarily  be  competent  judges. 
With  respect  to  the  resolution  concerning  General  Lee,  at  his 
request  Congress  are  willing  that  you  should. wave  his  exchange  for 
Major-General  Prescott  as  a  preliminary  article.  It  is,  however, 
their  intention,  that  no  cartel  be  acceded  to,  unless  it  be  expressly 
admitted  therein,  that  General  Lee  be  exchanged  for  General  Pres- 
colt. 

By  order  of  Congress, 
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No.  XV.   p.  361. 
BRITISH    FOUCES    IN   AMERICA. 


As  many  of  GeiieraJ  Washington's  movements  and  plans  depended 
on  what  he  supposed  to  be  the  strength  of  the  enemy,  a  view  of  tlie 
general  state  of  the  British  army  at  different  stages  of  tho  war  will 
contribute  much  to  a  just  understanding  of  various  parts  of  his  cor- 
respondence. The  following  summaries  havo  been  copied  from  the 
original  returns  in  the  State  Papeu  Office.  The  numbers  repre- 
sent effective  troops. . 

State  of  the  Army,  June  3d,  1777. 


Jersey. 

Britisl:  Artillery            .         385 

"         Cavalry             .         710 

"        Infantry            .       8361 

Hessian       »         .         .       3300 

Anspaeli      "         .         .       1043 

Mw  York. 

British  Infajitvy 

"       Artillery 

Hessian  Infantry 

.       1513 

20 

.      1778 

3311 

13799 

Staltn  Island. 
British  Infantry            .         515 
"       Artillery                       11 
Waldeck  Inlentrv                  3J0 

Paulus  H,ok 
British  InfeBtry                    360 

Jtkode  Island. 
British  Infantry 
Hessian      " 

British  Artillery 

Total  of  the  Army 

.      1064 

.      1496 

71 

2631 

20957.  ■ 

Foreign  Troops  m  America,  June  24th,  1777. 

Hpssiin 
Anspich 
WaJdeck 

12777 

1293 

679 

Potal,  14749. 

State  of  the  Army 

March  2Cth,  1778. 

PhiladdpMa.                     .Vciu  York.                   Wiode  Island. 
British      .  .  13078            British        .     3486             British       .     1610 
German    .      5203           German     .    3689           German    .    2116 
Provincial        1250            Provincial       3381             Provincial          44 

19530 

10456 

3770 

Total  of  the  Army, 

33756. 
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August  13th,  1778. 

New  York       . 
Staten  Island 
Paulue  Hook 

15866           Long  Isknd        .        .        8117 
334'!           Rhode  Island      .        .        5789 
456             With  Lord  Howe's  Fleet      572 

19386                                                   14473 

Total,  340G4. 

November  1st,  1778. 

New  York 
Long  Isknd 
Staten  Island      . 

.      9568           PaulusHook        .        .       419 
.       5630            Providence  Island         .        335 
.       972           Rhode  Island        .        .      5740 

16170                                                    6364 

Total,  33554. 

The   diminution 

lince  the  preceding  return  ivas  occasioned  b 

detachments  sent  to  tlie  West  Indies,  FJocida,  and  Halifax. 

On  the  21st  of  January,  1779,  the  following  regulations  were 
adopted  for  the  Provincials  in  the  King's,  service.  1,  An  allowance 
to  every  regiment  of  forty  pounds  a  year  contingent  money.  2.  Three 
guineas  for  eiery  recruit  approved  of  and  mustered  by  the  inspector, 
3.  One  guinea  for  each  deserter  apprehended. 
February  I5th,  1779. 


New  Yorlt 

.      9100 

Nova  Scotia           .         .      3011 

Long  Island 

.       5714 

Georgia        ...      4330 

Staten  Island 

.      1619 

Bermuda       ...         340 

Paulus  Hook 

.        387 

Providence  Island          .        240 

Rhode  Island 

.      5643 

"~7^ 

33463 

Total,  30283. 

May 

1st,  1779. 

New  York 

.      9193 

Halifax                .        .      3677 

Long  Island 

.      6056 

Georgia        .                  .      4794 

Staten  Island 

.      1344 

West  Florida        .         .       1703 

Paulna  Hook 

.       363 

Bermuda  and  Providence 

Hoboken 

.       364 

Island            .         .         470 

Rhode  Island 

.      5644 

10644 

32314 

Total,  33458. 

December  1st,  1779. 

New  York  and  it 
Dopcndencies 

C  British     . 

13848            Halifax  and 

i  German 
^Provincial 

1083(1  Penobscot  .  3460 
4073            Georgia            .       3930 

liS;^  Westriorida  1787 
''^^^^            Bermuda  and 

Providence  Island  636 

Total,  38569.                                 ^^^^ 
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Mw  York. 

Bnti-h  7711  ■ 

German  7451 

Proiincials  3162 

17324 

East  Flanda. 


S7S8 
12847 


3508 
Georgia. 


1453 
Providence  Island. 


1016 
1878 


BastFJorida    .' 


August  iRt,  1780. 

19115 
6589 
1756 


453 
27913 


West  Florida      . 
Nova  Scotia 
Bermuda 
Providence  Island 


December  1st,  1780. 


New  York       . 

17729 

West  Florida      . 

1961 

On  an  Expediti 

n   .         2274 

Nova  Scotia 

.         3167 

South  Carolina 

7384 

Bermuda 

387 

Georgia 
EastFloriaa 

968 

Providence  Island 

143 

453 

4958 

28808 

Total,  33760. 

The  whole  nu 

ibcr  o^  Provincial  Forces  at  this  time 

n  the  British 

array  was  8954. 


May  Ut,  1781 

New  York          .         .         .         19257 

On  an  expedition       .         .           1762 

under  General  Leslie       2278 

"            Arnold     1553 

Phillips    2116 

Snuth  Carolina           .       .         7254 

Georgia             .           887 
Eaat  Florida     .           438 
West  Florida  .        1185 
Nova  Scotia     .        3130 
Bermuda           .           366 
Providence  Island     128 

27340 

6134 

Total,  33.174. 
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August  IStli,  1781. 
Troops  under  Cornwallis  in  Virginia. 


British 
Germans 

5541           Provincials          .        .        1137 
9148           On  Detauhments          .         607 

7689 

1744 
Total,  9433. 

State  of  the  army  September  Ist,  1781. 

JVeu 
British    . 
Germans 
Provincials 

York. 
5933 
8629 
2140 

Virginia. 

5544 

.        2204 

.        .        1137 

Sovlh  Carolina, 

.        .        5024 

1596 

.         .         .         3155 

16701 

6885 

9775 

Georgia. 
British 

German            466 

Provincials       598 

1084 

East  Florida. 
546 

"sis 

West  Florida. 

374 

.        .          558 

211 

1143 

JVova  Scotia.       Providence  Island. 
British             1745             .         .         135 
German            562 
Provinciala     1145 

Bermuda. 
.        .          354 

3458 

Total,  42075. 

June  1st,  1782. 

New  York 
South  Carolina     . 
East  Florida 
Georgia 
Nova  Scotia 

.     17229 
6973 
612 
1799 
3610 

Bermuda          .        .        344 
Providence  Island     .        244 
West  Florida            .         852 
Late  Garrison  at 

Yorktoivn          .       8B06 

30223 

' I 0246 
Total,  40469. 

Nn.  XVI.  p. 

G77. 

AFFAIR   AT  BARREN   HILL. 

The  instructions  from  the  Commander-in-chief  to  the  Marfiuis  tie 
Lafayette  {p.  368)  will  explain  the   objects  for  which  he  was  de- 
Inched  from  the   main  army.     On  the  ISth  of  May  he  marched 
VOL.  V.  69  T  T  * 


,dhy  Google 


546  WASHINGTON'S  WRITINGS.        {Ai 

from  camp  at  !he  head  of  two  thousand  four  hundred  men,  with  five 
cannon,  and  took  post  at  Barren  Hill,  on  the  east  side  of  the  SchujI- 
liill,  eleven  miles  from.  Philadelphia,  and  about  the  same  distance 
from  Valley  Forge.  Prompt  intelligence  of  this  movement  was  com- 
municated to  General  Clinton  in  Philadelphia  by  his  spies.  He 
immediately  formed  a  plan  for  attacking  Lafayette ;  and  in  the  night 
9G  GmdpD  w         Frank- 

to  the 


W 


nuther 


ill  and 


}  P       1  B    ,  y  i  stone 

houses  on  his  left.  His  cannon  were  n  f  I  A  f  1  d  d  yards 
in  advance  of  his  left  wing  were  CpmMLn  py  and 

about  fifty  Indians,     VidetCes  and  pi  k  t  t        d   n   he  roads 

leading  to  Philadelphia,  and  those  towards  W  hitemar--h  he  had  ordeied 
to  he  watched  by  six  hundred  Pennsjlvania  militn  At  a  shoit  dia 
tance  from  his  left  stood  a  church  whpre  two  roads  united  one  of 
which  led  to  Matson's  Ford  acres  the  Schuylkdl,  and  the  other  to 
Valley  Forge  by  the  way  of  Swedes  Ford 

Early  in  the  morning  of  the  ^Oth  uhde  Lafayette  was  conversing 
with  a  girl,  who  was  preparing  to  go  into  Philadelphia  for  intelligence 
under  the  pretence  of  visiting  her  rehtions  news  came  that  a  body 
of  cavalry  had  been  seen  at  Whilemaish  diesaed  in  red  Vs  La 
fayette  was  expecting  a  detachment  ot  dngoons  to  join  him  in  tl  at 
direction,  ho  at  first  suppo'sed  they  were  his  own  men  and  felt  no 
concern.  He  sent  out  an  officer  however  to  reconnoitre  who  oon 
returned  with  the  report,  thit  a  column  ol  the  enemi  was  n  fjll 
march  along  the  road  from  Whitemarsh  to  Swedes  Ford  a  1  ttle 
more  than  a  mile  from  his  encamjment  and  that  the  hont  of  tie 
column  had  actually  gained  the  road  which  led  from  Barren  HiU 
to  Valley  Forge,  This  was  General  Grant  f  Aw  ision  and  as  another 
was  approaching  on  the  Philadelphia  road  the  situ-ition  of  Lafi>  ette  s 
detachment  was  now  alarminf  and  critii.a!  being  nearly  '^unoundcd 
liy  the  enemy. 

Comprehending  in  a  mo  uei  t  the  full  e\tent  ot  the  d-m^e     La 
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fayette  with  gieat  pre'ienoe  of  mind  af^iuned  an  ai  of  composure 
and  unconcern  which  talned  the  fear's  of  his  oflicers  He  chinged 
hia  front  wilhout  diaorder  stationed  a  paiti  in  a  churchjard  sur 
rounded  bj  a  n  all  ind  drew  tip  the  rpmai  ider  m  =uch  a  minner, 
that  they  were  protected  by  the  woods  and  the  stone  houses  It  nas 
now  ascertained  that  the  only  road  bj  nhich  hn  eould  proceed  to 
Swedes  Tord  was  in  possession  of  ihe  enemy  He  immediately 
reaolved  to  retreat  to  Matson  s  Foid  The  toad  was  concealed  from 
Ihe  enemy  by  an  mtenening  hill  cohered  with  wood  GeneiaJ  Poor 
led  the  advanced  guard  and  Lafayette  brought  up  the  rear  In  the 
mean  time  he  despatched  several  small  pirties  through  the  wood 
with  ordprs  to  show  tlieraoelves  at  different  points  as  head's  of  co'umns 
that  the  enemy  might  be  deceived  into  a  belief  of  his  marching  to  an 
attack  The  manceuire  was  entirely  successfjl  \\  hen  General 
Grant  saw  the'se  heads  of  colamna  he  supposed  the  army  was  in  their 
iear  halted  his  troops  and  prepared  for  action  to  preienthis  line 
m         g  d  fl  n        L  nployed  the  time  thus 

d  n„  q      k  M  Tord,  and  his  heads  o! 

m      g    d  k  and  d    n         retreat.     The  whole 

n  d  d         ook  possession  of  (he 

g        d  d  formed  in  the  order 

Wh        h  in     the  river,  there  was 

k   m   h  d  d  p  in  which  the  Amer- 

n  k      d      d      k  T       of  the  enemy's  light- 

fa  kddhwnd  S  Mom  has  a  military 

ce         bf  d       hm         kil       d    iccess. 

G  Gmhdd  dhe  church  at  Barren 

H  m      h  d  p       d  to  be  under  General 

C        n      I  eating  army.     They 

p        d  d        h        dhfidgL  te  strongly  posted  on 

pp  d         h  d  mpt  to  cross.     All  the 

British  troops  retired  immediatelj  to  PI  dadelphia 

The  surprise  was  owing  to  the  negligence  of  the  militia  who,  in 
disobedieni/e  of  orders  had  removed  Irom  then  station  at  White- 
marsh  without  the  Generals  knowledge  An  amuamg  adventure 
occurred  during  the  retreftt  A  lody  ot  British  light  hoisp  came 
suddenly  upon  the  Indians  who  were  posted  m  i  wood  at  a  consider- 
able distance  from  the  mam  army.  The  Indians  fired  their  muskets, 
and  set  up  a  hideous  yell  according  to  their  custom  in  battle.  Both 
parties  ran  off,  equally  frightened  at  the  unexpected  and  terrific 
appearance  of  their  antagonists, 
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No.  XVII.  p.  395. 

IxNSTRUCTIONS   TO   SIR  HENRY  CLINTON. 

When  Lord  Worth's  conciliatory  bills  were  passing  through  par- 
liament, there  seems  to  have  been  some  hope  on  the  part  of  the 
ministers,  that  they  would  be  favorably  received  by  the  Americans. 
Preparations  were  at  the  same  time  made,  however,  for  cai'rying  on 
the  war  in  case  the  negotiation  should  fail.  The  following  is  (he 
substance  of  the  instructions  from  Lord  George  Germain  to  Sir  Henry 
Clinton,  as  transcribed  from  the  original  despatches  in  the  Statr 
Paper  Office. 

On  the  8th  of  March,  Lord  George  Germain  wrote  to  General 
Clinton,  that  the  resignation  of  General  Howe  had  been  accepted  b_\ 
the  King,  and  that  General  Clinton  was  appointed  as  his  successor. 
In  the  same  letter  he  gave  notice,  that  commissioners  would  shortly 
go  out  with  proposed  terms  of  conciliation,  which  there  was  reason  to 
beJieve  would  bring  about  a  settlement  of  the  difficiilties,  and  lead  to 
a  peace. 

"  But  should  the  attempt  not  succeed,"  said  Lord  George  Germain, 
"  the  King  is  determined,  in  conformity  with  the  general  voice  of  the 
nation,  to  prosecute  the  war  with  vigor,  and  the  means  will  be  pro- 
vided. The  following  are  the  intentions  of  the  government  respecting 
the  next  campaign.  Every  possible  effort  will  .be  made  to  send  out 
reinforcements.  Several  new  corps  have  been  voted  by  parliament, 
and,  as  there  is  great  activity  in  recruiting,  it  is  hoped  that  in  ihp 
course  of  the  summer  ten  or  twelve  thousand  British  soldiers  will  bo 
ready,  and  also  a  regiment  or  two  of  Germans.  The  war  must  bp 
pursued  on  a  different  plan  from  that  on  which  it  has  hitherto  been 
conducted.  Care  must  be  taken  to  provide  for  the  security  of  the 
King's  possessions  in  America.  An  additional  force  must  be  sent 
from  England  to  Canada,  !}s  well  to  secure  that  province,  as  to  annoy 
tlie  colonies  on  that  side,  and  oblige  the  enemy  to  keep  a  body  of 
(Toops  in  tha.t  quarter.  Newfoundland,  Nova  Scotia,  and  the  Florida^ 
must  be  strengthened.  A  British  regiment,  and  two  German  regi- 
ments, making  about  three  thousand  men,  are  to  be  sent  to  Canada  ; 
a  detachment  of  artillery  to  Newfoundland,  where  a  corps  is  likewise 
to  be  raised  for  the  defence  of  the  Island ;  three  regiments  to  Halifax ; 
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two  to  St.  Augustine  and  Pensacola.  When  these  detachments  are 
made,  seyen  Scotch  regiments,  of  one  thousand  men  each,  will  re- 
main in  the  army  under  your  command. 

"  Should  you  not  succeed  in  bringing  Washington  to  a  general 
and  decisive  action  early  in  the  season,  it  is  recommended  Dot  to 
pursue  an  offensive  warfare  against  the  interior,  hut  leave  men  enough 
to  defend  the  posts,  and  embark  a  detachment  on  board  the  King's 
ships,  and  attack  the  harbours  along  the  coast  between  New  York 
and  Halifax.  Meantime  the  troops  at  Rhode  Island  may  be  cm- 
ployed  in  destroying  the  shipping  in  Providence  River,  and  other 
inlets  and  creeks  in  that  vicinity.  If  this  service  cannot  be  executed, 
without  detaching  so  many  men  from  Philadelphia  as  to  leave  that 
place  insecure,  then  such  a  post  may  be  taken  on  the  Delaware  River 
and  forlified,  as  may  be  defended  by  a  small  number  of  men,  the 
shipping  thereby  protected,  and  the  navigation  of  the  river  obstructed. 
Philadelphia  may  then  be  evacuated,  leaving  only  a  garrison  at  the 
above  post,  and  taking  the  remaining  troops  to  New  York,  except 
such  as  are  wanted  for  the  expedition  against  the  northern  sea-ports. 
Not  that  the  retaining  of  Philadelphia  is  not  thought  a  very  important 
object,  and  it  is  to  be  abandoned  only  on  the  condition,  that  the 
northern  service  cannot  be  effected  without  it. 

"  This  maritime  expedition  against  the  northern  sea-ports  will 
probably  be  completed  by  the  month  of  October,  and  it  is  the  King's 
mtention  that  an  attack  shall  be  made  on  the  southern  colonies  in 
thp  wjntei  with  a  view  to  the  conquest  and  possession  of  Georgia 
and  South  Carolina.  The  various  accounts, received  from  those  pro- 
imies  concur  in  representing  the  people  generally  disposed  to  return 
to  their  allegiance.  Arms  will  therefore  be  sent  out  for  the  well 
affected.  Georgia  should  be  first  taken,  and  the  passage  into  South 
Carolina  will  then  be  comparatively  easy.  A  communication  may 
also  be  opened  with  the  loyal  inhabitants  of  North  Carolina.  While 
these  operations  are  going  on,  every  opportunity  should  be  embraced 
for  maJcing  diversions  in  Virginia  and  Maryland.  Such  are  the 
general  views  of  the  ministers,  but  these  hints  are  not  meant  as 
positive  orders;  on  the  contrary,  it  is  expected  the  Commander  will 
exercise  his  discretion  according  to  circumstances." 

Five  days  after  the  dale  of  the  above  despatch,  that  is,  on  the  13th 
of  March,  the  Marquis  de  Noailles  communicated  an  official  paper  to 
the  English  government,  stating  that  a  treaty  of  amity  and  commerce 
with  the  United  States  had  been  signed  by  the  King  of  France.  This 
intelligence  caused  the  ministry  immediately  to  change  the  plan  of 
conducting  the  war,  which  had  previously  been  concerted.     On  the 
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SIst  of  March,  positive  instructions  to  the  following  purport  were  sent 
to  Sir  Henry  Clinton. 

"  The  French  ambassador  having  given  notice,  that  his  King  has 

ig  a^  es,  it  is  resolved 

mm  L  cia  in  the  West 

and  despatcli  an 

fi  orps  of  artillery, 

an  orts,  and  under 

m  ma  descent  upon 

S  number  of  the 

e  defence  of  the 

he  British  West 

m  f  the  expedition 

f  the  expedition. 

The  departure  of 

fl  fl 

A  be  .detached  to 

T  ese  troops  are  to 

oc  fi         vision  to  consist 

h  be  thought  ad- 

S    A  to  consist  of  the 

m  P  V  tter  division  the 

ffi  mm  1  the  forces  in 

m     ts  e,  or  while  they 

m  P  the  troops  to  be 

m     and  to  proceed 

NY  of  the  negotia- 

d  to  propose  to 

C 

'•  Should  the  negotiation  fail,  and  should  you  be  in  danger  of  being 

overpowered  in  New  York  by  the  superior  force  of  the  enemy,  you 

are  to  evacuate  that  place,  embark  all  the  troops,  and  proceed  under 

convoy  to  Rhode  Island.     If  that  post  can  be  maintained,  leave  a 

Buffieient  force  for  its  defence,  and  proceed  with  the  remainder  of  the 

army  to  Halifax.     Let  all  the  force  necessary  for  the  defence  of  Nova 

Scotia  be  retained  there,  and  detach  what  can  be  spared  to  Canada, 

with  a  due  proportion  of  artillery  and  stores." 

The  most  remarkable  feature  in  the  above  instructions  is,  that  they 
would  seem  to  ftirnish  an  almost  demonstrative  proof,  that  the  British 
government  on  the  8fh  of  March  was  not  informed  of  the  signature  of 
the  American  treaty  in  Paris,  which  took  place  a  month  before,  and 
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was  known  to  Mr.  Fox  and  seyeral  other  members  of  Parliament  in 
the  opposition,  it  having  been  openly  proclaimed  by  tliem  on  the  floor 
of  the  house.  If  the  ministers  were  acquainted  with  the  fact  when 
(hey  first  wrote,  it  is  extraordinary  that  they  should,  between  the  8th 
and  21st  of  March,  decide  on  so  radical  a  change  in  their  plan  for 
conducting  the  war.  In  any  view,  it  is  not  easy  to  account  for  their 
wavering  counsels  to  tho  commander-in-chief  of  the  British  forces  in 
America.  They  must  have  had  very  strong  suspicions  of  the  treaty, 
if  not  a  positive  knowledge,  before  the  comraunication  of  the  Marq^uis 
de  Noailles,  and  in  either  case  more  consistency  of  design  would  be 
expected. 

A  few  days  after  the  above  despatches.  Lord  George  Germain 
wrote  to  Sir  Henry  Clinton ;  "  I  have  the  satisfaction  to  acquaint 
you,  that  the  treaty  made  by  the  French  court  with  the  agents  of  the 
rebel  colonies  appears  to  have  been  done  without  the  participation  of 
Spain,  as  hitherto  that  court  has  shown  no  hostile  intentions  against 
Great  Britain ;  and  it  is  probable,  that  Prance  has  been  induced  to 
take  that  precipitate  step  through  the  apprehension,  that  the  distresses 
of  the  rebels  would  oblige  them  to  accommodate  with  Great  Britain 
without  trying  the  fortune  of  another-  campaign.  I  trust,  however, 
that  the  people  in  general  have  not  so  entirely  lost  all  affection  for 
ihis  country,  and  regard  for  their  own  interests  and  future  happiness, 
as  to  prefer  an  alliance  with  France  to  a  renewal  of  their  connexion 
with  Great  Britain  upon  terms  so  very  advantageous  to  them,  as  those 
which  the  commissioners  are  authorized  to  offer,  and  that  peace  will 
be  restored  without  the  infliction  of  further  severities."  —  MS.  Letter, 
April  12(A. 

Again ;  "  I  have  sent  to  Lord  and  Sir  William  Howe  the  acts, 
which  have  been  passed  the  last  session,  as  the  ground  of  accommo- 
dation with  the  colonies ;  and,  as  they  were  at  the  same  time  directed 
to  transmit  them  to  the  Congress,  we  expect  with  great  impatience  an 
account  of  their  reception  and  effect,  and  flatter  ourselves  it  will  be 
favorable,  as  we  understand  several  of  the  general  officers  in  Mr. 
Washington's  army,  and  the  people  of  the  country,  were  disposed  to 
peace."  —  July  1st. 

Such  were  the  views  of  the  ministers,  even  at  this  stage  of  the  war; 
but  the  sequel  proved,  that  their  knowledge  of  the  feelings,  opinions, 
and  condition  of  the  American  people  was  extremely  limited,  and 
biassed  by  their  prejudices  and  wishes 
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Soon  after  General  Lee  rejoined  the  army  at  Valiej  Forge,  a 
curious  incident  occurred.  By  an  order  of  Congress,  General  Wnsii- 
ington  was  required  to  administer  tlie  oath  of  allegiance  to  the  general 
officers.  The  major-generals  stood  around  Washington,  and  took 
hold  of  a  Bible  together  according  to  the  usual  custom ;  but,  just  as  he 
began  to  administer  tlie  oath,  Lee  deliberately  withdrew  his  hand 
twice.     This  movement  was  so  singular,  and  was  performed  in  so 


odd  a  manner,  that  the  officers  si 

niled,  and  Washington  in. 

quired  the 
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The  army  having  crossed  the  Delaware  in  pursuit  of  the  British 

retreating  from  Philadelphia,  a  council  of  war  w 

as  held  at 

Hopewell, 
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were  much  influenced  by  liis  arguments  and  opinions.  The  council 
finally  decided  that  a  general  action  was  not  advisable,  but  that  "  a 
detachment  of  fifteen  hundred  men  be  immediately  sent  to  act,  as 
occasion  may  serve,  on  the  enemy's  left  (lank  and  rear,  in  conjunc- 
tion with  the  other  Continental  troops  and  militia,  who  are  already 
hanging  about  them,  and  that  the  main  body  preserve  a  relative 
position  so  as  to  be  able  to  act  as  circumstances  may  require  "  This 
d  igdbyllhfl"  pWy  Ipp 

h  h      h  d    dfl'  f  p  b 
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GENERAL    LliE    TO    GENERAL    WASlimGTON. 

"  Camp,  at  Kingston,  25  June,  ]77S. 
Dear  GcNcr  l 
When  I  fir  t  a  e  ted  to  the  Marquis  de  Lafayette's  taking  the 
CO  n  nd  of  t  e  pre-'e  t  detachment,  I  confess  I  viewed  it  in  a  very 
d  Sc  0  t  1  ^  1 1  n  tl  at  i  which  I  view  it  at  present.  I  considered 
t  a  a  n  e  prope  b  ness  of  a  young,  volunteering  general,  than 
of  the  second  n  com  a  d  in  the  army ;  but  I  find  it  is  considered  in 
a  d  ffe  e  t  nanner  TI  ej  say  that  a  corps  consisting  of  six  thousand 
nipn  tl  e  g  eatei  pirt  cl  osen,  is  undoubtedly  the  most  honorable 
CO  nun  d  ne^tt  to  the  C  i  mander-in-chief ;  that  my  ceding  it  would 
of  cour  e  1  ive  an  odd  appearance.  I  must  entreat,  therefore,  after 
n  ak  nif  a  tl  o  sand  apologies  for  the  trouble  my  rash  assent  has 
occi  o  ed  o  tl  at  if  this  detachment  does  march,  I  may  have  the 
CO  a  1  of  t  So  far  personalty ;  but,  to  speak  aa  an  ofiicer,  I  do 
not  t  k  thit  t  s  detacl  ment  ought  to  march  at  all,  until  at  least 
the  head  of  f  enemy  s  ight  column  has  passed  Cranberry ;  then,  if 
It  s  nece  sa  y  to  march  the  whole  army,  I  cannot  see  any  impro- 
pr  ety  n  the  Ma  quis  b  commanding  this  detachment,  or  a  greater, 
a.  an  ad  a  ced  guird  of  tl  e  army ;  but  if  this  detachment,  with  Max- 
well's corps,  Scott's,  Morgan's,  and  Jackson's,  is  to  he  considered  as 
a  separate,  chosen,  active  corps,  and  put  under  the  Marquis's  com- 
mand until  the  enemy  leave  the  Jerseys,  both  myself  and  I^ord 
Stirling  will  be  disgraced,     I  am,  dear  General,  yours,  &.c. 

"  Chahles  Lee." 

As  Washington  had  already  given  the  command  to  the  Marquis, 
it  could  not  with  propriety  be  withdrawn  without  his  consent.  Lee 
applied  to  him  for  the  purpose,  but  the  Marquis  said  he  could  not 
without  great  reluctance  give  «p  the  command ;  that  it  had  been 
yielded  to  him  freely,  and  he  was  particularly  desirous  of  retaining  it. 
This  was  on  the  second  day  before  the  battle,  and  there  was  a 
prospectthattheenemywould  be  overtaken  during  the  day.  After  Lee 
had  urged  the  point,  and  appealed  to  the  generosity  and  magnanimity 
of  the  Marquis,  the  latter  at  length  agreed  that  if  he  did  not  come 
up  with  the  enemy  so  ns  to  make  an  nttaclc  that  day,  he  would  then 
resign  the  command.  Lfee  had  already  been  detached  with  a  smaller 
division,  but  was  instructed  not  to  interfere  with  the  Marquis,  if  he 
had  concerted  any  definite  plan  of  attacking  the  enemy.  The  day 
passed  over  without  coming  to  an  action,  and  late  at  night  Lafayette 
vvrote  a  note  to  Lee  resigning  the  command.     The  result,  in  regard 
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to  Genera]  Lee,  is  well  known.  The  batfJe  look  place  tbe  next  day, 
in  the  midst  of  which  Lee  retreated,  contrary  to  the  expectations  ot 
the  Commander-in-chief,  and  in  such  a  manner  as  to  threaten  the 
most  serious  consequences  to  the  army.  lie  was  met  by  Washington 
while  retreating,  and  was  addressed  by  him  in  a  tone  of  reprimand 
and  censure,  which  wounded  the  pride  of  Lee,  and  gave  rise  to 
the  following  correspondence. 


E    n 

judges  of  the  merits  or  dements  of  our  mano-mres  and  to  speak  with 
a  hecoraing  pride,  I  can  assert  that  to  these  manceuvres  the  euccess 
of  the  day  was  entirely  owing  I  ctn  boldly  say  that  had  we  re 
mained  on  the  first  ground,  oi  had  ne  idianced  or  had  the  letreat 
been  conducted  in  a  manner  different  ti  am  what  it  was  this  whole 
army  and  the  interests  of  America  would  h-i\e  iiiked  being  =acrihi,ed 
I  ever  had,  and  hope  ever  shall  have,  the  greatest  re-sprct  and 
veneration  for  General  Washington  I  think  him  endowed  with 
many  great  and  good  qualities  but  in  this  instince  I  must  pronounce, 
that  he  has  been  guilty  of  an  act  of  cruel  injii-stice  towards  a  man, 
who  certainly  has  some  pietcns  ons  to  the  regird  of  eierj  servant  of 
this  (.ountry  And  I  think,  Sn  I  hate  a  right  to  demmd  some 
leparation  foi  the  injury  comraittei  and  unle-fs  I  cin  obtain  it  1 
must  in  justice  to  mj^elf,  when  this  campaign  is  closed  which  1 
believe  will  close  the  war,  letire  fro  n  a  service  at  thp  head  of  which 
is  placed  a  man  capable  ot  ofli-iing  -^uch  injuries.  But  at  the  same 
time,  in  justiLO  to  )ou,  I  must  repeit  that  I  from  my  soul  believe, 
that  It  was  not  a  motion  of  joui  own  breast    but  instigated  by  some 
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of  those  dirty  earwigs,  who  will  for  ever  insinuate  ihemscives  near 
persons  in  high  office ;  for  I  really  am  conyinccd,  that  when  General 
Washington  acts  from  himself,  no  man  in  his  army  will  have  reason 
to  complain  of  injustice  or  indecorum,  I  am,  Sir,  and  hope  I  ever 
shall  have  reason  to  continue,  your  most  sincerely  devoted  humble 
servant. 

"  Charles  Lek." 


"  Head-Quarters,  EnjrlUh  Town,  30  June,  1778. 
"  Sir, 
"  I  received  your  letter  (dated  through  mistake  the  1st  of  July), 
expressed  as  I  conceive  in  terms  highly  improper.  I  am  not  con- 
scious of  having  made  use  of  any  very  singular  expressions  at  the 
time  of  meeting  you,  as  you  intimate.  What  I  recollect  to  have 
said  was  dictated  by  duty,  and  warranted  by  the  occasion.  As  soon 
aa  civ  cum  stances  will  permit,  you  shall  have  an  opportunity  of  justify- 
ing yourself  to  the  army,  to  Congress,  to  America,  and  to  the  world 
in  general,  or  of  convincing  them  that  you  were  guilty  of  a  breach  of 
orders,  and  of  misbehaviour  before  the  enemy,  on  the  28th  instant,  in 
not  attacking  them  as  you  had  been  directed,  and  in  making  an 
unnecessary,  disorderly,  and  shameful  retreat.  I  am,  Sir,  your  most 
3rvant. 

"  GeOKGE    WASHTNGTOrf." 


"  Cnmp,  28  [30?]  June,  1778,* 

"  I  beg  your  Excellency's  pardon  for  the  inaccuracy  in  misdating 
my  letter.  You  cannot  afford  me  greater  pleasure,  than  in  giving  me 
the  opportunity  of  showing  to  America  the  sufficiency  of  her  respec- 
tive servants.  I  trust  that  temporary  power  of  office,  and  the  tinsel 
dignity  attending  it,  will  not  be  able,  by  all  tlie  mists  they  can  raise,  to 
offiiscate  the  bright  rays  of  frath.  In  the  mean  time  your  Excellency 
can  have  no  objection  to  my  retiring  from  the  army.  I  am,  Sir,  your 
most  obedient  humble  servant. 

"  Charles  Lbe." 

*  This  letter  in  the  original  is  dated  June  38th,  which  ia  evidently  a  mia- 
take,  because  that  was  the  day  of  tlie  battle  ;  and  moreover  it  must  hnve  been 
written  after  the  preceding  one  from  Ganetal  Wasliington,  to  which  it  is  an 
answer.     Hence   both  of  General  Lee's  olTensive  letters  were  erroneously 
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GBNBKAL    LEE    TO    CENEilAL    WASHINGTON. 

"  Cninp,  30  June,  1773. 
"  Sir, 
"  Since  I  bud  the  honor  of  addressing  niy  letter  by  Colonel  Fitz- 
gerald to  your  Excellency,  I  have  reflected  on  both  your  situation 
and  mine,  and  beg  leave  to  observe,  that  it  will  be  for  our  mutual 
convenience  that  a  court  of  inquiry  should  be  immediately  ordered ; 
but  I  could  wish  that  it  might  be  a  court-martial ;  for,  if  the  affair  is 
drawn  into  length,  it  may  be  difficult  to  collect  the  necessary  evi- 
dences, and  perhaps  might  bring  on  a  paper  war  betwixt  the  ad- 
herents to  both  parties,  which  may  occasion  some  disagreeable  feuds 
on  the  continent;  for  all  are  not  my  friends,  nor  all  yout  admirers. 
I  must  entreat  therefore,  from   your  love  of  justice,  that  you  will 
immediately  exhibit  your  charge,  and  that  on  the  first  halt  I  may  be 
brought  to  a  trial ;  and  am,  Sir,  your  most  obedient  humble  servant. 
"  Charles  Lee." 

general  washington  to  oekeual  lee. 

"  Head-Quarters,  English  Town,  30  June.  1778. 
"  Sir, 
"  Tour  letter  by  Colonel  Fitzgerald  and  also  one  of  this  date  have 
been  duly  received.     I  have  sent  Colonel  Scammell,  the  Adjutant- 
General,  to  put  you  in  arrest,  who  will  deliver  you  a  copy  of  the 
t;harges  on  which  you  will  be  tried.     I  am,  Sir,  yout  most  obedient 

"  George  Washington." 


AGAINST   GENEKAL  LEE. 

"  First ;  Disobedience  of  orders  in  not  attacking  the  enemy  on 
the  9Sth  of  June,  agreeably  to  repeated  instructions. 

"  Secondly  ;  Misbehaviour  before  the  enemy  on  the  same  day,  by 
making  an  unnecessary,  disorderly,  and  shameful  retreat. 

"  Thirdly;  Disrespect  to  the  Commander-in-chief,  in  two  letters 
dated  the  Ist  of  July  and  the  28th  of  June." 

The  court-martial  was  convened  on  the  4th  of  July,  consisting  of 
one  major-general,  four  hrigadiers,  and  eight  colonels.  Lord  StirHng 
was  president.  The  court  sat  from  time  to  time  till  the  12th  of 
August,  when  they  declared  their  opinion,  that  General  Lee  was 
guilty  of  all  the  charges,  and  sentenced  him  to  be  suspended  from  any 
command  in  the  armies  of  the  United  States  for  the  term  of  twelve 
VOL.  V.  W 
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